Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



iiiiiiiini 

600038866- 



\ 




CEORCE WALPOLE WHITE. 



^ 



« .1 



"■V 

■I't 



i^xfdtrH iSngU0t) (tWfiitfi* 



THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 



VOLUME THE FOURTH. 



miimo RY D. A. TALBOYSt OXFORD. 



THE 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND 



T. SMOLLETT, M. D. 



IN FIVE VOLUMES. 




OXFORD, 

PUBLISHED BY D. A. TALBOYS; 
AND WILLIAM PICKERING, LONDON. 

MDUCC XXVII. 



/ 



Of^ , 



~l, 



v5 a^ 



CONTENTS OF THE FOURTH VOLUME. 



OEOROE THE SECOND. 



CHAPTCR XXV. 



I. Blotivei of the war in Oeimany. Conspiracy in Sweden. II. Measures 
taken by the king of Prussia and elector of Hanover. III. Endeavours of 
the coort of Viemia to frustrate them. IV. His Prussian majesty demands 
SB eaplanation from the empress queen. V. Her answer. VI. The Prus- 
sian army enters Saxony, and publishes a manifesto. Prince Ferdinand 
takes Leipsic. Vll. King of Prussia takes possession of Dresden, and 
bkxdw op the kbg of Poland at Pima. VIIL Prussian army penetrates 
into Boheimm, and fights the battle of Lowoschutz. IX. Saxon army sur- 
reodeis. X. King of Poland's memorial to the states-general. XL Imperial 
deorees published against the king of Prussia. XII. Declarations of different 
powers. XIII. His Prussian majesty's answer to the Saxon memorial. 
XIV. And justification of his conduct. XV. Remarks on both these 
pieces. XVL Disputes between the parliament of Paris and the clergy. 
XVII. Dearth of corn in England. XVllI. Hanoverian auxiliaries sent 
back. XIX. Session opened. XX. Debates on the address. XXI. Bill 
passed for prohibiting the exportation of com. Message to the house con- 
cerning admiral Byng. XXII. Supplies granted. XXIII. Reflections on 
the continental war. XXIV. Messages from the king to the parliament. 
XXV. Measures taken to remove the scarcity of com. XXVI. Idilitia bill. 
XXVII. Petitions for and against it. XXVIII. Altered by the lords. 
XXIX. Bill for quartering the foreign troops, and for regulating the marines 
while on shore. XXX. Bill for the more speedy recruiting the land forces 
and marines. Act relating to pawnbrokers and gaming-houses. XXXI. 
Laws relating to the wages of weavers, and to the improvement of the Brit- 
ish fishery. XXXII. Act for importing American iron, duty free. XXXIII. 
Regulations with respect to the importation of silk. XXXIV. Smugglers 
encouraged to enter into his majest^p's service. XXXV. Inquiry into the 
scarcity of com. XXXVI. Investigation of the loss of Minorca. XXXVII. 
Examination of the American contract. XXXVIII. Inquiry into the con- 
duct of admiral Knowles, as governor of Jamaica. XXXIX. Resolutions 
concerning Milford-haven. XL. Session closed. XLl. Trial of admiral 
Byng. XLII. Recommended to mercy. XLIU. Message from the king 
to the parliament, respecting the sentence. XLIV. Bill to release the 
members of the court martial from their oath of secrecy. XLV. Execution 
of admiral Byng. XLVI. Paper delivered by him to the marshal of the 
admiralty. XLVIL Remarks on his fate. 1—71 



vi CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

I. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge taken into adroiniitratioo. II. Obliged to resign. 
III. Restored to thtir employments. IV. Coalition of parties. V. Descent 
on the coast of France meditated. VI. Command of the fleet given to sir 
Edward Hawke, and of the land forces to sir John Mordaunt. Fleet sails, 
September the eighth. VII. Admiral Koowles sent to take Aix. VIII. Attack 
and surrender of Aix. IX. A descent resolved on. X. The fleet returns to 
Spithead. His majesty appoints a board of inquiry into the reasons of the 
fleet's return. XI. Proceedings of the court of inquiry. XII. Its report. 
XIII. Sir John Mordaunt tried by a court-martial, and acquitted. XIV. 
Fleets sent to the East and West Indies. XV. Success of the English pri- 
▼ataers. XVI. Riots occasioned by the high price of corn. XVII. Opera- 
tions in America. XVIII. Lord Loudoun's conduct in America. XIX. 
Fort William Henry taken by the French. XX. Naval transactions in 
America. XXI. Attempt of M. de Kersin on Cape-cout castle, in Aftka. 
XXII. Sute of affairs in the East Indies. Calcutta recovered. The Suba's 
camp forced, and a new treaty concluded with him. XXHI. Reduction of 
Cbandemagore. XXIV. Colonel Clive defeats the Saba at Flaissey, who 
is afterwards deposed and put to death. XXV. King of France assassinated. 
Tortures inflicted on the assassin. XXVI. Changes in the French ministry. 
XXVII. Sute of the confederacy against the king of Prassia. XXVIII. 
Precautions taken by his Prussian majesty. XXIX. Skirmishes between 
the Prussians and Austrians. XXX. Neutrality of the emperor, and be- 
haviour of the Dutch. XXXI. The French take possession of several towns 
in the Low Countries belonging to the king of Prussia. XXXII. Declara- 
tion of the czarina against the king of Phissia. Factions in Poland. 
XXXm. Fruitless endeavours of the English to restore the tranquillity of 
Germany. XXXIV. King of Prussia enters Bohemia. Prince of Bevem 
defeats the Austrians at Richenberg. XXXV. King of Prussia gains a 
complete victory over the Austrians near Prague. Mareschal Schwerin 
kUled. XXXVI. Prague invested. XXXVU. And bombarded. Brave 
defence of the besieged. XXXVIII. Count Daun takes the command of 
the Austrian army. His character. XXXIX. King of Prussia defeated at 
Kolin. XL. He raises the siege of Prague, and quits Bohemia. XLI. 
Preparations for the defence of Hanover. The allied army assembles under 
the duke of Cumberland. XLII. Skirmishes with the French. XLIII. 
Duke of Cumberland passes the Weser. The French follow him, and take 
Minden and Embden, and lay Hanover under contribution. XLIV. Battle 
of Hasteobeck. XLV. The French take Uamelen. Duke de Richelieu 
supersedes mareschal d'£tr6es in the command of the French army. XLVI. 
The French take possession of Hanover and Uesse-Cassel. XLVll. And 
reduce Verdeo and Bremen. Duke of Cumberland signs the convention of 
Closter-Seven. 72 146 

CHAFfER XXVIT. 

I. The French enter the Piussian dominions, where they commit great disorders. 
II. Reflections on the misconduct of the allied army. III. Russian fleet 



x^/' 



»• 



CONTENTS. VU 

blocks up Ihe Prussiaa ports ia the Baltic. IV. Russians take Meroel. 
V. Declaration of the king of Prussia on that occasion. VI. Army of the 
empire raised with difficulty. VII. The Austrians take Gabel. VIII. And 
destroy Zittau. IX. The prince of Prussia leaves the army. X. Commu- 
nication between England and Ostend broke off. Gneldres capitulates. 
XI. Skirmishes between the Prussians and Austrians. And between the 
Prussians and Russians. XII. Mareschal Lehwald attacks the Russians in 
their entrenchmeuU near Norkitten. XIII. Hasty retreat of the Russians 
out of Prussia. XIV. French and imperialisU Uke Gotha. XV. Action 
between the Prussiins and Austrians near Goerlitz. XVI. The French 
oblige Prince Ferdinand to retire. XVII. Berlin laid under contribution by 
the Austrians; and Leipsic subjected to military execution by the Prus- 
sians. XVni. Battle of Rosebach. XIX. The Austrians take Schweidnitz; 
and defeat the prince of Bevern near Breslaw. XX. Mareschal Keith lays 
Bohemia under contribution. King of Prussia defeats the Austrians at 
lissa ; retakes Breslaw and Schweidnitz, and becomes master of all Silesia. 
XXI. Hostilities of the Swedes in Pomerania. XXII. Mareschal Lehwald 
forces the Swedes to retire. XXIII. Memorial presented to the Dutch by 
colonel Yorke, relative to Ostend and Nieuport. XXIV. King of Prussia's 
letter to the king of Great Britain. His Britannic majesty's declaration. 
XXV. Disputes concerning the convention of Closter Seven. XXVI. Pro- 
gress of the Hanoverian army. XXVII. Death of the queen of Poland. 
Transactions at sea. XXVIII. Fate of captain Death. XXIX. Session 
opened. XXX. Supplies granted. XXXI. Funds for raising the supplies. 
XXXII. Message from the king to the house of commons. XXXIII. Second 
treaty with the king of Prussia. XXXIV. Bill for fortifying Milford-haven. 
Regulations with respect to com. XXXV. Bill for the encouragement of 
seamen, and for explaining the militia act. XXXVI. Act for repairing 
London bridge. XXXVII. Act for ascertaining the qualification of voting. 
XXXVIII. Bill for more effectually manning the navy. XXXIX. Amend- 
ments in the habeas corpus act. XL. Scheme in favour of the Foundling 
hospital. XU. Proceedings relative to the African company. XLII. 
Session closed. XLIII. Vigorous preparations for war. Death of the 
princess Caroline. XLIV. Sea engagement off Cape Francis. Remark- 
able success of captain Forrest. XLV. French evacuate Embden. Success 
of admiral Osborne. French fleet driven ashore in Basque road. XLVI. 
Admiral Broderick's ship burnt at sea. XLVII. Descent at Cancalle bay. 
XLVIII. Expedition against Cherbourg. XLIX. Descent at St. Maloes. 
L. English defeated at St. Cas. LI. Captures from the enemy. LII. 
Clamours of the Dutch merchants, on account of the capture of their ships. 
LIII. Their famous petition to the states-general. 147 — 256 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

I. Expedition against SenegaL II. Fort Louis and Senegal Uken. III. Un- 
successful attempt upon Goree. IV. Expedition to Cape Breton. V. 
Louisbourg taken. VI. And St. John's. VII. Unsuccessful attempt upon 

' Ticonderoga. VIII. Fort Frontenac taken and destroyed by the English. 



'/ 



Vlll CONTENTS. 

IX. Briftilier Forbes ttkes Fort du Quetoe. X. Goree taken. XI. Ship, 
wreck of captain Barton. XII. Gallant exploit of captain TyrreK XIII. 
Tranaactions in the East Indies* Admiral Pococke engaf es the French fleet. 
XIV. Fort St. David's taken by the Flench. Second engagement between 
admiral Pococke and M. d'Apchft. XV. Progress of M. Lally. XVI. 
Transactions on the continent of Europe. XVII. King of Pnnsia raises con- 
tributions in Saxony, and the dominions of the duke of Wirtemberg. XVIII. 
State of the armies on the continent. XIX. French king changes the ad- 
mtnittration of Hanover. XX. Plan of a treaty between the French king 
and the landgrave of Hesse^Casael. XXL Treaty between the French king- 
and the duke of Brunswick. XXII. Decree of the Aulic council against the 
elector of Hanover and others. XXIII. Bremen taken by the duke de 
Broglio, and retaken by prince Ferdinand. XXIV. Duke de Richelieu 
recalled. Generous conduct of the duke de Randan. XXV. The French 
abandon Hanover. Prince of Brunswick reduces Hoya and Minden. 
XXVI. Prince Ferdinand defeats the French at Creveldt, and takes Dusiel- 
dorp. XXVII. Prince of Ysembourg defeated by the duke de Broglio. 
XXVni. General Imhoff defeaU M, de Chevert. XXIX. General Oberg 
defeated by the French at Landwemhagen. XXX. Death of the duke of 
Marlborough. XXXI. Operations of the king of Prussia, at the beginning 
of the campaign. XXXII. He enters Moravia, and invests Ohnntz. 
XXXIIL He is obliged to raise the siege, and retires into Bohemia, where 
he takes Koniogsgratx. XXXIV. Progress of the Russians. XXXV. King 
of Prussia defisats the Russians at Zomdorf. XXXVI. And is defeated b^ 
the Austrians at Hochkirchen. XXXVII. He retires to Silesia. XXXVni. 
Suburbs of Dresden burnt by the Prussian governor. XXXDL. King of 
Prussia raises the siege of Neisse, and relieves Dresden. XL. Inhabilanis of 
Saxony grievously oppressed. XLI. Progress of the Swedes in Pomeraiua. 
XLII. Prince Charles of Saxony elected duke of Goarland. XUII. King 
of England's memorial to the diet of the empire. XUV. Death of pope 
Benedict. XLV. King of Portugal assassinated. XLVL Proceedings of 
the French ministry. XLVII. Conduct of the king of Denmark. XLVIII. 
Answers to the charges brought by the Dutch against the English cruisers. 
XUX. Conferences between the British ambassador and the states-general. 
L. Further proceedings. 257 — 357 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

I. Domestic occurrences in Great Britain. IL Trials of Drs. Hensey and 
Shebbeare. III. Institution of the Magdalen and Asylum. IV. Society 
for the encouragement of arts. V. Session opened. VI. New treaty with 
the king of Prussia. VII. Supplies granted. VIII. King's message to the 
commons. IX. Bills relating to the distillery and the exportation of com. 
X. Petition from the justices of Norfolk. XI. Bill for the importation of 
salted beef from Ireland continued. XII. Regulations with respect to pri- 
vateers. XIII. New militia laws. XIV. Act for the relief of debtors re- 
vived. XV. Bills for the importation of Irish beef and tallow. XVI. Acts 
relative to Milford-baveo. XVII. Bill relative to the duty on pensions. 



-'^ 



Wf^. 



CONTENTS. IX 

XVIII. Act relative to the duty on plate. XIX. Cambric act. XX. Uo- 
successful bills. XXI. Case of the insolveot debtors. XXII. Case of cap- 
tain Walker. XXIII. Remarks on the bankrupt laws. XXIV. Inquiry 
into the state of the poor. XXV. Regulations of weights and measures. 
XXVI. Resolutions concerning the Foundling hospital. XXVII. Messages 
from the king to the parliament. XXVIII. Session closed. XXIX. Prepar- 
ations for war. XXX. Death of the princess of Orange and princess Eliza- 
beth Caroline. XXXI. Examples made of pirates. XXXII. Accounts of 
some remaCrkable murders. XXXIII. Murder of Daniel Clarke. XXXIV. 
Majority of the prince of Wales. XXXV. Resolutions concerning a new 
bridge at Blackfriars. XXXVI. Fire in Cornhill. XXXVII. Method con- 
trived to find out the longitude. XXXVIII. Installation at Oxford. 
XXXIX. Deplorable incident at sea. XL. Captures made by separate 
cruisers. XU. Captain Hood takes the Bellona. XLII. And captain Har- 
rington the count de St. Florentin. XLII I. Captain Falkner takes a French 
East Indiaman. XLIV. Prizes taken in the West Indies. XLV. Engage- 
ment between the Hercules and the Florissant. XLVI. Havre-de-Grace 
bombarded by admiral Rodney. XL VII. Admiral Boscawen defeats M. de 
la Clue. XLVIII. Preparations made by the French for invading England. 
XLIX. Account of Thurot. L. French fleet sails from Brest. LI. Admiral 
Hawke defeats M. de Conflans. LII. Proceedings of the Irish parliament. 
LIU. Loyalty of the Irish catholics. LIV. Dangerous insurrection io 
Dsblin. LV. Alarm of a descent in Scotland. 358 — 451 



d 




M^tacT^ of (Bujlano. 



CHAPTER THE TWENTY-FIFTH. 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 




AVING thus, to tbe best of our 
* power, given a faithful and exact de- " 
^tail of every material event in which 
/ Great Britain was concerned, either at 
Bhome or in her settlements abroad, 
Eduring the greatest part of the year 
^one thousand seven hundred and fifly- 
ax, we shall now return to Europe, and endeavour to ez< 
plain the beginning of a bloody war in Germany, which 
then seemed to have become the chief object of the Brit- 
ish councils. On tbe eve of a rupture between France 
and England, it was natural for his Britannic majesty to 
provide for tbe safety of his electoral dominions, the only 
quarter by which he was at all accessible to the efforts of 
the enemy, who he foresaw would not fail to annoy him 
through that avenue. He, at that time, stood upon in- 
different terms with the king of Prussia, who was con- 
sidered as a partisan and ally of France ; and he knew 
that the house of Austria alone would not be sufficient to 
support him against two such powerful antagonists. In 
this emergency, he bad recourse to the empress of Russia, 
who, in consequence of a large subsidy granted by En^- 
VOL. IV. B 
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175^. landi engaged to furnish a strong body of forces i^r the 
defence of Hanover. His Prussian majesty, startled at 
the conditions of this treaty, took an opportunity to de- 
clare that he would not suffer foreign forces of any nation 
to enter the empire, either as principals or auxiliaries ; a 
declaration which probably flowed from a jealousy and 
aversion he had conceived to the court of Petersburgh, as 
well as from a resolution he had formed of striking some 
great stroke in Germany, without any risk of being re- 
stricted or controlled. He knew he should give umbrage 
to the French king, who had already made preparations 
for penetrating into Westphalia ; but he took Jt for 
granted he should be able to exchange his connexions 
with France for the alliance with Great Britain, which 
would be much less troublesome, and much more pro- 
ductive of advantage; indeed such an alliance was the 
necessary consequence of his declaration. Had his 
Britannic majesty made a requisition of the Russian auxi- 
liaries, he must have exposed himself to the resentment 
of a warlike monarch, who hovered on the skirts of bis 
electorate at the head of one hundred and forty thousand 
men, and could have subdued the whole country in one 
week ; and if he forbore to avail himself of the treaty with 
the czarina, he did not know how soon the king of Prussia 
might be reconciled to his most christian majesty's design 
of invasion. As for the empress queen,' her attention was 
engrossed by schemes for her interest or preservation; 
and her hands so full, that she either could not, or would 
not, fulfil the engagements she had contracted with her 
ibrmer and firmest allies. In these circumstances the 
king of England sought and obtained the alliance of 
Prussia, which, to the best of our comprehension, entailed 
upon Great Britain the enormous burden of extravagant 
subsidies, together with the intolerable expense of a con- 
tinental war, without being productive of one advantage, 
either positive or negative, to England or Hanover. On 
the contrary, this connexion threw the empress queen into 
the arms of France, whose friendship she bought at the 
expense of the barrier in the Netherlands, acquired with 
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infinite labour, by the blood and treasure of the maritime 1756. 
powers: it gave birth to a confederacy of despotic princes; ~ 

sufficient, if their joint force was fully exerted, to over- 
throw the liberties of all the free states in Europe ; and» 
after all, Hanover has been overrun, and subdued by the 
enemy, and the king of Prussia put to the ban of the 
empire. All these consequences are, we apprehend, fiEiirly 
deducible from the resolution which his Prussian majesty 
took at this juncture, to precipitate a war with the house 
of Austria. The apparent motives that prompted him to 
this measure we shall presently explain. In the mean 
time, the defensive treaty between the empress queen and 
France was no sooner ratified, than the czarina was in- 
vited to accede to the alliance, and a private minister 
>ent from Paris to Petersburgh, to negotiate the condi- 
tions of this accession, wbich the empress of Russia ao- 
cordingly embraced : a circumstance so agreeable to the 
court of Versailles, that the marquis de THopital was 
immediately appointed ambassador extraordinary and ple^ 
nipotentiary to the court of Rusna. Applications were 
likewise made to the courts of Madrid and Turin, soli- 
citing their concurrence ; but their catholic and Sardinian 
majesties wisely resolved to observe a neutrality. At the 
aame time, intrigues were begun by the French emissaries 
in the senate of Sweden, in order to kindle up a war 
between that nation and Prussia; and their endeavours 
succeeded in the sequel, even contrary to the inclination 
of their sovereign. At present, a plot was discovered for 
altering the form of governmait, by increasing the power 
of the crown; and several persons of rank being con- 
victed upon trial, were beheaded as principals in this con- 
spiracy. Although it did not appear that the king or 
queen were at all concerned in the scheme, his Swedish 
majesty thought himself so hardly treated by the diet, 
that he threatened to resign his royalty, and retire into 
his own hereditary dominions. This design was extremely 
disagreeable to the people in general, who espoused his 
cause in opposition to the diet, by whom they conceived 
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1756. themselves more oppressed than they should have been 
under an unlimited monarchy. 

II. The king of Prussia, alarmed at these formidable 
alliances, ordered all his forces to be completed, and held 
in readiness to march at the first notice ; and a report 
was industriously circulated, that by a secret article in 
the late treaty between France and the house of Austria, 
these two powers had obliged themselves to destroy the 
protestant religion, and overturn the freedom of the em- 
pire, by a forced election of a king of the Romans. The 
cry of religion was no impolitic measure : but it no longer 
produced the same effect as in times past. Religion was 
made a pretence on both sides ; for the partisans of the 
empress queen insinuated on all occasions, that the ruin 
of the catholic faith in Germany was the principal object 
of the 'new alliance between the kings of Great Britain 
and Prussia. It was in consequence of such suggestions, 
that his Britannic majesty ordered his electoral minister 
at the diet, to deliver a memorial to all the ministers at 
Ratisbon, expressing hb surprise to find the treaty he 
had concluded with the king of Prussia industriously re- 
presented as a ground of apprehension and umbrage, 
especially for religion. He observed, that as France had 
made open dispositions for invading the electorate of 
Hanover, and disturbing the peace of the empire ; that 
as he had been denied, by the empress queen, the suc- 
cours stipulated in treaties of alliance; and as he was 
refused assistance by certain states of the empire, who 
even seemed disposed to favour such a diversion ; he had, 
in order to provide for the security of his own dominions, 
to establish peace and tranquillity in the empire, and 
maintain its system and privileges, without any prejudice 
to religion, concluded a defensive treaty with the king of 
Prussia : that, by this instance of patriotic zeal for the 
welfare of Germany, he had done an essential service to 
the empress queen, and performed the part which the 
head of the empire, in dignity and duty, ought to have 
acted : that time would demonstrate how little it was the 
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interest of the empress queen to engage in a strict alii- 1759. 
ance with a foreign power, which, for upwards of two 
centuries, had ravaged the principal provinces of the em-, 
pire, maintained repeated wars against the archducal 
house of Austria, and always endeavoured, as it suited 
her views, to excite distrust and dissension among the 
princes and states that compose the Germanic body. 

III. The court of Vienna formed two considerable 
armies in Bohemia and Moravia ; yet pretended that they 
had nothing in view but self-preservation, and solemnly 
disclaimed both the secret article, and the design which 
had been laid to their charge. His most christian majesty 
declared, by his minister at Berlin, that he had no other 
intention but to maintain the public tranquillity of Europe ; 
and this being the sole end of all his measures, he beheld, 
with surprise, the preparations and armaments of certain 
potentates : that, whatever might be the view with which 
they were made, he was disposed to make use of the power 
which God had put into his hands ; not only to maintain 
the public peace of Europe against all who should attempt 
to disturb it, but also to employ all his forces, agreeably 
to his engagements, for the assistance of his ally, in case 
her dominions should be attacked : finally, that he would 
act in the same manner in behalf of all the other powers 
with whom he was in alliance. This intimation made 
very little impression upon the king of Prussia, who had 
already formed his plan, and was determined to execute 
his purpose. What his original plan might have been, 
we shall not pretend to disclose ; nor do we believe he 
imparted it to any confident or ally. It must be confessed^ 
however, that the intrigues of the court of Vienna fur- 
nished him with a specious pretence for drawing the 
sword, and commencing hostilities. The empress queen 
had some reason to be jealous of such a formidable neigh- 
bour. She remembered his irruption into Bohemia, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and forty-four, at a 
time when she thought that country, and all her other do- 
minions, secure from his invasion by the treaty of Breslau, 
which she had in no particular contravened. She caballed 
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1766. against bim in di£ferent courts of Europe : she concluded 

a treaty with the czarina, which, though seemingly defen- 

sire, impUed an intention of making conquests upon this 
monarch : she endeavoured to engage the king of Poland, 
elector of Saxony, as a contracting power in this con- 
federacy ; and, if he had not been afraid of a sudden visit 
from his neighbour of Prussia, it cannot be supposed but 
be would have been pleased to contribute to the humilia- 
tion of a prince, who had once before, without the least 
provocation, driven him from his dominions, taken posses- 
sion of his capital, routed his troops, and obliged him to 
pay a million of crowns to indemnify him for the expense 
of this expedition : but he carefully avoided taking such 
a step as might expose him to another invasion, and even 
refused to accede to the treaty of Petersburgh, though it 
was expressly defensive ; the C(uus foederis being his 
Prussian majesty's attacking either of the contracting 
parties. It appears, however, that count de Bruhl, prime 
minister and favourite of the king of Poland, had, in con- 
junction with some of the Austrian ministers, carried on 
certain scandalous intrigues, in order to embroil the king 
of Prussia with the empress of Russia, between whom a 
misunderstanding had long subsisted. 

IV. His Prussian majesty, perceiving the military pre- 
parations of the court of Vienna, and having obtained in- 
telligence of their secret negotiations with different powers 
of Europe, ordered M. de Klingraafe, his minister at the 
imperial court, to demand whether all these preparations 
for war, on the frontiers of Silesia, were designed against 
him, and what were the intentions of her imperial majesty. 
To this demand the empress replied, that in the present 
juncture she had found it necessary to make armaments, 
as well for her own defence as for that of her allies; 
but that they did not tend to the prejudice of any person 
or state whatever. The king, far from being satisfied 
with this general answer, sent fresh orders to Klingraafe, 
to represent, that after the king had dissembled as long 
as he thought consistent with his safety and honour, the 
bad designs imputed to the empress would not suffer him 
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longer to diigiiise his sentiments : that he was acquainted 1756. 
widi the offensive projects which the two courts had ' 

formed at Petersburgh : that he knew they had engaged 
to attack him suddenly with an army of two hundred thou- 
sand men ; a design which would have been executed m 
the spring of the year, had not the Russian forces wanted 
recruits, their fleet mariners, and Livonia a sufficient 
quantity of com for their support : that he constituted 
the empress arbiter of peace or war : if she desired the 
former, he required a clear and forma! declaration, or posi« 
tive assurance, that she had no intention to attack him, 
either this year or the next; but he ^ould k)ok upon an ^ 
ambiguous answer as a declaration of war ; and he called 
heaven to witness, that the empress alone would be guilty 
of the innocent blood that should be spilt, and all the 
dismal consequences that would attend the commission of 
hostilities. 

y. A declaration of this nature might have provoked a 
less haughty court than that of Vienna, and, indeed, 
seems to have been calculated on purpose to exasperate 
the pride of her imperial majesty, whose answer he soon 
received to this effect: that his majesty the king of 
Prussia had already been employed, for sOme time, in aO 
kinds of the most considerable preparations of war and the 
most disquieting with regard to the public tranquillity, 
when be thought fit to demand explanations of her ma- 
jesty, touching the military dispositions that were making 
in her dominions ; dispositions on which she had not re- 
solved tin after the preparations of his Prussian majesty 
bad been made : that though her majesty might have de» 
clined explaining herself on those subjects, which required 
no explanation, she had been pleased to declare, with her 
own mouth, to M. de Klingraafe, that the critical state of 
public affairs rendered the measures she had taken abso- 
lutely necessary for her own safety and that of her allies; 
but that, in other respects, they tended to the prejudice 
of no person whatsoever : that her imperial majesty had 
undoubtedly a right to form what judgment she pleased 
on the circumstances of the times ; and likewise, that it 
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176& belonged to none but herself to estimate her own danger : 
that her declaration was so clear, she never imagined it 
could be thought otherwise: that being accustomed to 
receive, as well as to practise, the decorums which sove- 
reigns owe to each other, she could not hear without 
astonishment and sensibility the contents of the memorial 
now presented by M. de Klingraafe; so extraordinary 
both in the matter and expressions, that she would find 
herself under the necessity of transgressing the bounds 
of that moderation which she had prescribed to herself, 
were she to answer the whole of its contents: never- 
* thelessj she thought proper to declare, that the informa- 
tion communicated to his Prussian majesty, of an offensive 
alliance against him, subsisting between herself and the 
empress of Russia, together with the circumstances and 
pretended stipulations of that alliance, was absolutely 
false and forged; for no such treaty did exist, or-^ever 
had existed. She concluded with observing, that this 
declaration* would enable all Europe to judge of what 
weight and quality those dreadful events were which 
KLUngraafe*s memorial announced; and to perceive that, 
in any case, they could not be imputed to her imperial 
majesty. This answer, though seemingly explicit, was 
not deemed sufficiently categorical, or, at least, not suit- 
able to the purposes of the king of Prussia ; who, by his 
resident at Vienna, once more declared, that if the em- 
press queen would sign a positive assurance that she would 
not attack his Prussian majesty, either this year or the 
next, he would directly withdraw his troops, and let things 
be restored to their former footing. This demand was 
evaded, on pretence that such an assurance could not be 
more binding than the solemn treaty by which he was 
. already secured ; a treaty which the empress queen had 
no intention to violate. But, before an answer could be 
delivered, the king had actually invaded Saxony, and 
published his declaration against the court of Vienna. 
The court of Vienna, believing that the king of Prussia 
was bent upon employing his arms somewhere; being 
piqued at the dictatorial manner in which his demands 
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were conveyed ; unwilling to lay themselves under further I75tf. 
restrictions ; apprehensive of ^ving umbrage to their 
allies, and confident of having provided for their own 
security; resolved to run the risque of his resentment, not 
without hopes of being indemnified, in the course of the 
war, for that part of Silesia which the queen had been 
obliged to cede in the treaty of Breslau. 

VI. Both sides being thus prepared, and perhaps 
equally eager for action, the king of Prussia would no 
longer suspend his operations, and the storm fell first 
upon Saxony. He resolved to penetrate through that 
country into Bohemia, and even to take possession of it ^ 
as a firontier, as well as for the convenience of ingress and 
egress to and from the Austrian dominions. Besides, he 
had reason to beUeve the king of Poland, elector of 
Saxony, was connected with the czarina and the empress 
queen; therefore, he thought it would be impolitic to 
leave that prince in any condition to give him the least 
disturbance. His army entered the Saxon territory to- 
wards the latter end of August, when he published a de- 
claration, importing, that the unjust conduct and dan- 
gerous views of the court of Vienna against his majesty's 
dominions laid him under the necessity of taking proper 
measures for protecting his territories and subjects : that 
for this purpose he could not forbear taking the disagree- 
able resolution to enter with his troops the hereditary 
dominions of his majesty the king of Poland, elector of 
Saxony ; but he protested before God and man, that, on 
account of his personal esteem and friendship for that 
prince, he would not have proceeded to this extremity, 
had he not been forced to it by the laws of war, the 
fiitality of the present conjuncture, and the necessity of 
providing for the defence and security of his subjects. 
He reminded the public of the tenderness with which he 
had treated the elector of Saxony, during the campaign 
of the year one thousand seven hundred and forty-four, 
and of the bad consequences resulting to that monarch 
from his engagements with the enemies of Prussia. He 
declared that the apprehensions of being exposed again 
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11M. la flQch eDterprises, had obliged him to take those precau-* 
tions which prudence dictated : but he protested, in the 
most solemn manner, that he had no hostile views against 
his Polish majesty, or his dominions ; that his troops did 
not enter Saxony as enemies, and he had taken care that 
they should observe the best order and the most exact 
discipline: that he desired nothing more ardently, than 
the happy minute that should procure to him the satisfac- 
tion of restoring to his Polish majesty his hereditary do- 
minfons,. which he had seized only as a sacred depositum. 
By his minister at Dresden, he had demanded a free pas- 
^ nge for his forces through the Saxon dominions; and 
tlib the king of Poland was ready to grant, with reasonable 
limitations, to be settled by commissaries appointed for 
that purpose. But these were formalities which did not 
at all suit with his Prussian majesty's disposition or de- 
sign. Even before this requisition was made, a body of 
hia troops, amounting to fifteen thousand, under the com- 
mand of prince Ferdinand, brother to the duke of Bruns- 
wick, took possession of Leipsic, on the twentieth day of 
September. Here he published a declarationr signifjnng 
that it was his Prussian majesty's intention to consider and 
defend the inhabitants of that electorate as if they were 
his own subjects ; and that he had given precise orders to 
his troops to observe the most exact discipline. As the 
first mark of his afifection, he ordered them to provide the 
army with all sorts of provisions, according to a certain 
rate, on pain of military execution. That same evening 
notice was given to the corporation of merchants, thai 
their deputies should pay all taxes and customs to the 
king of Prussia : then he took possession of the custom 
house and excise office, and ordered the magazines of 
com and meal to be opened for the use of his soldiers. 

VII. The king of Poland, apprehensive of such a visita- 
tion, had ordered aU the troops of his electorate to leave 
their quarters, and assemble in a strong camp marked 
out for them between Pima and Konigstein, which was 
entrenched, and provided with a numerous train of artil- 
lery. Thither the king of Poland repaired, with his two 
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sons, Xaverius and Charles ; but the queen and die rest 1750. 
of the royal family remained at Dresden. Of this capital 
his Prussian majesty, with the bulk of his army, took pos- 
session on the eighth day of September, when he was 
visited by lord Stormont, the English ambassador at that 
court, accompanied by count Salmour, a Saxon minister, 
who, in his master's name proposed a neutrality. Th^ 
king of Prussia professed himself extremely well pleased 
with the proposal ; and, as the most convincing proof of 
his neutrality, desired the king of Poland would separate 
bis army, by ordering his troops to return to their former 
quarters. His Polish majesty did not like to be so tu- 
tored in his own dominions: he depended for bis own 
safety more upon the valour and attachment of his troopv 
thus assembled, than upon the friendship of a prince who 
had invaded his dominions and sequestered his revenue 
without provocation ; and he trusted too much to the situ- 
ation of his camp at Pima, which was deemed impregna- 
ble. In the mean time the king of Prussia fixed his 
head^quarters at SeidUtz, about half a German league 
distant from Pima, and posted his army in such a manner, 
as to be able to intercept all convoys of provision designed 
for the Saxon camp : his forces extended on the right to- 
ward the frontiers of Bohemia, and the vanguard actually^ 
seized the passes that lead to the circles of Satzer and 
Leumeritz, in that kingdom ; while prince Ferdinand 
of Brunswick marched with a body of troops along the 
Elbe, and took post at this last place without opposition. 
At the same time the king covered his own dominions^ 
by assembling two considerable bodies in Upper and 
Lower Silesia, which occupied the passes that commu- 
nicated with the circles of Buntzlau and Koningsgratz» 
Hostilities were commenced on the thirteenth day of 
September, by a detachment of Prussian hussars, who 
attacked an Austrian escort to a convoy of provisions, 
designed for the Saxon camp ; and having routed them, 
carried off a considerable number of loaded waggons. 
The magazines at Dresden were filled with an immense 
quantity of provision and forage for the Prussian army. 
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1756. and the bakers were ordered to prepare a vast quan- 
" tity of bread, for which purpose thirty new ovens were 

erected. When the king of Prussia first arrived at Dres- 
den, he lodged at the house of the countess Moczinska, 
and gave orders that the queen and royal family of Po- 
land should be treated with all due veneration and re- 
spect*: even while the Saxon camp was blocked up on 
every side, he sometimes permitted a waggon, loaded with 
firesh provision and game, to pass unmolested for the use 
of his Polish majesty. 

VIII. During these transactions, the greatest part of 
the Prussian army advanced into Bohemia, under the 
command of veldt-mareschal Keith ^, who reduced the 
town and palace of Tetchen, took possession of all the 
passes, and encamped near Aussig, a small town in Bohe- 
mia, at no great distance from the imperial army, amount- 
ing to fifty thousand men, commanded by count Brown, 
an officer of Irish extract, who had often distinguished 
himself in the field by his courage, vigilance, and conduct. 
His Prussian majesty having left a considerable body of 

* His majesty seems to h)ive abated of this respect in the sequel, if we may 
believe the assertions of his Polish majesty's queen, and the court of Vienna, 
who affirmed, that sentinels were posted within the palace where the queen and 
roYal family resided ; as also at the door of the secret cabinet, where the papers 
relating to foreign transactions were deposited. The keys of this cabinet were 
seised, and all the writings demanded. The whole Saxon ministry were dis- 
charged from their respective employments, and a new commission was esta- 
blished by the king of Prussia for the administration of affairs in general. When 
the queen entreated this prince to remove the sentinels posted within the palace 
and contiguous passages, agreeably to bis assurances, that all due respect should 
be observed towards the royal family, the king ordered the guards to be doubled, 
and sent an officer to demand of her majesiy the keys of the secret cabinet. 
The queen obtained the officer's consent, that the doors should be sealed up ; 
but afterwards he returned with orders to break them open : then her majesty 
placing hecaelf before the door, said, she trusted so much to the promise of the 
Ling of Prussia, that she could not believe he had given such orders. The offi- 
cer declaring that his orders were positive, and that he durst not disobey them, 
she continued in the same place, declaring, that if violence was to be used, he 
must beein with her. The officer returning to acquaint the king with what had 
passed, her majesty conjured the ministers of Prussia and England to remind 
bis majesty of his promise : but her representations had no effect ; the officer re- 
turned with fresh orders to use force, m spite of the opposition she might make 
against it in person. The queen, finding herself in danger of her life, at length 
withdrew ; the doors were forced, the chest broken open, and all the papers 
seized. 

^ Brother to the earl mareschal of Scotland, a gentleman who had signalized 
himself as a general in the Russian army, and was accounted one of the best 
officers of his time ; not more admired for his warlike genius than amiable in 
bis dispositioa. 
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troops for the blockade of Pima, assumed in person the n^e, 
command of mareschal Keith's corps, and advanced to ' 
give battle to the enemy. On the twenty-ninth day of 
September he formed his troops in two columns, and in 
the evening arrived with his van at Wolmina, from whence 
he saw the Austrian army posted with its right at Lowos* , 
chutz, and its left towards the Egra. Having occupied 
with six battalions a hollow way, and some rising grounds, 
which commanded the town of Lowoschutz, he remained 
all night under arms at Wolmina ; and on the first day of 
October, early in the morning, formed his whole army in 
order of battle ; the first line, consisting of the infantry, 
occupying two hills, and a bottom betwixt them; the 
second lii\e being formed of some battalions, and the third 
composed of the whole cavalry. The Austrian general 
had taken possession of Lowoschutz, with a great body of 
infantry, and placed a battery of cannon in front of the 
town : he had formed his cavalry chequerwise, in a line 
between Lowoschutz and the village of Sanschitz ; and 
posted about two thousand Croats and irregulars in the 
vineyards and avenues on his right. The morning was 
darkened with a thick fog, which vanished about seven : 
then the Prussian cavalry advanced to attack the enemy's 
horse ; but received such a fire from the irregulars, posted 
in vineyards and ditches, as well as from a numerous ar- 
tillery, that they were obliged to retire for protection to 
the rear of the Prussian infantry and cannon. There 
being formed and led back to the charge, they made an 
impression on the Austrian cavalry, and drove tl^e irregu- 
lars, and other bodies of infantry, from the ditches, de- 
files, and vineyards which they possessed ; but they suf- 
fered so severely in this dangerous service, that the king 
ordered them to reascend the hill, and take post again 
behind the infantry, from whence they no more advanced. 
In the mean time, a furious cannonading was maintained 
on both sides with considerable effect. At length the left 
of the Prussian infantry was ordered to attack the town of 
Lowoschutz in flank ; but met with a very warm recep- 
tion, and in all likelihood would have miscarried^ had not 
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17A6L yetdt-maFeschal Keith beaded them in person : when he 
"""""" drew his sword, and told them he would lead them on, he 
was given to understand that all their powder and shot 
were exhausted: he turned immediately to them with a 
cheerful countenance, said he was very glad they had no 
more ammunition, being well assured the enemy could not 
withstand them at push of bayonet ; so saying, he ad* 
vanced at their head, and driving the Austrians from 
Lowoschutz, set the suburbs on fire. The infantry had 
been already obliged to quit the eminence on the right ; 
and now their whole army retired to Budin, on the other 
side of tlie Egra. Some prisoners, colours, and pieces of 
cannon, were taken on both sides ; and the loss of each 
might amount to two thousand five hundred killed and 
wounded : so that, on the whole, it was a drawn battle, 
though both generals claimed the victory. The detail of 
the action published at Berlin declares, that the king of 
Prussia not only gained* the battle, but that same day 
established his head-quarters at Lowoschutz: whereas 
the Austrian gazette affirms, that the mareschal count 
Brown obliged his Prussian majesty to retire, and re* 
mained all night on the field of battle; but next day, find* 
ing his troops in want of water, he repaired to the camp 
at Budin. If the battle was at all decisive, the advantage 
certainly fell to the Austrians ; for his Prussian majesty, 
who in all probability had hoped to winter at Prague, 
was obliged, by the opposition he met with, to resign his 
plan, and retreat before winter into the electorate of 
Saxony. 

IX. The Prussian army having rejoined that body 
which had been left to block up the Saxons at Pima, his 
Polish majesty and his troops were reduced to such ex- 
tremity of want, that it became indispensably necessary 
either to attempt an escape, or surrender to the king of 
Prussia. The former part of the alternative was chosen, 
and the plan concerted with count Brown, the Austrian 
general, who, in order to facilitate the execution, ad^ 
Tanced privately with a body of troops to Lichtendorf, 
near Schandeau ; but the junction could not be effiscted. 
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On the fourteenth day of October the Saxons threw a 1756. 
bridge of boats over the Elbe, near Konigstein, to which 
castle they removed all their artillery ; then striking their 
tents in the night, passed the river undiscovered by the 
enemy. They continued to retreat with all possible ex- 
pedition; but the roads were so bad, they made little 
progress. Next day, when part of them had advanced 
about half way up a hill opposite to Konigstein, and 
the rest were entangled in a narrow plain, where there 
was no room to act, they perceived that the Prussians 
were in possession of all the passes, and found themselves 
surrounded on every side, fainting with hunger and fa- 
tigue, and destitute of every convenience. In this de* 
plorable condition they remained, when the king of Po- 
land, from the fortress of Konigstein, sent a letter to his 
general, the veldt-mareschal count Rutowski, vesting him 
with full and discretionary power to surrender, or take 
such other measures as he should judge most conducive 
to the preservation of the officers and soldiers^. By this 
time count Brown had retired to Budin, so that there was 
no choice left. A capitulation was demanded ; but, in 
effect, the whole Saxon army was obliged to surrender at 
discretion ; and the soldiers were afterwards, by compul- 
sion, incorporated with the troops of Prussia. The king 
of Poland, being thus deprived of his electoral dominions, 
bis troops, arms, artillery, and ammunition, thought it 

« The letter was to the following effect : 

" Veldt-mabe8cb4l COUNT Rdtowski, — ^It 18 Dot without extreme forrow I . 
understand the deplorable aitaation, which a chain of miaibrtnnes has reserved 
for vou, the rest of my generals, and my whole army : but we must acquiesce 
in the dispensations of Providence, and console ourselves with the rectitude of 
our sentiments and intentions. They would force roe, it seems^ as you give me 
to understand by major-general the baron de Dyherrn, to submit to conditions 
Che more severe, in proportion as the circumstances become more neceatiioua. 
I cannot hear them mentioned. I am a free monarch : such I will live ; such 
I will die ; and will both live and die with honour. The hit of my army I leave 
wholly to your discretion. Let your council of war determine whether you must 
surrender prisoners of war, fall by the sword, or die by famine. May your reso- 
lutions, if possible, be conducted by humanity : whatever they may be, I havi 
no longer any share in them ; and I jjeclare you shall not be answerable for 
aught but one thing, namely, not to carry arms against me or my allies. I pray 
G<xl may have you, Mr. Mareschal, in his holy lueping. Given at Konigstein, 

the 14th of October, 1756. 

"AUGUSTUS, Rex. 

" To the veldt-mareKhal the count Rutowski." 
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1756. high time to provide ft>r his own safety, and retired with 
"""""■"" all expedition to Poland. His Prussian majesty cantoned 
his forces in the neighbourhood of Seidlitz, and along the 
Elbe towards Dresden. His other army, which had en- 
tered Bohemia under the command of the count de Ich- 
werin, retired to the confines of the county of Glatz, 
where they were distributed in quarters of cantonment ; 
so that this short campaign was finished by the beginning 
of November. 

X. The king of Poland, in his distress, did not fail to 
implore the assistance and mediation of neutral powers. 
His minister at the Hague presented a memorial to the 
states-general, complaining, that the invasion of Saxony 
wi^s one of those attacks against tlie law of nations, which, 
from the great respect due to this law, demanded the as- 
sbtance of every power interested in the preservation of 
its own liberty and independency. He observed, that 
from the first glimpse of misunderstanding between the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin, he had expressly enjoined 
his ministers in all the courts of Europe to declare, that 
it was his firm resolution, in the present conjuncture of 
affairs, to observe the strictest neutrality. He repre- 
sented, that a free and neutral state had been, in the midst 
of peace, invaded by an enemy who disguised himself 
under the mask of friendship, without alleging the least 
complaint, or any pretension whatsoever; but founding 
himself solely on his own convenience, made himself 
. master, by armed force, of all the cities and towns of the 
electorate, dismantling some, and fortifying others : that 
he had disarmed the burghers ; carried off* the magi- 
strates as hostages for the payment of unjust and enor- 
mous contributions of provisions and forage ; seized the 
coffers and confiscated the revenues of the electorate ; 
broke open the arsenals, and transported the arms and 
artillery to his own town of Magdeburgh ; abolished the 
privy council, and, instead of the lawful government, esta- 
blished a directory, which acknowledged no other law 
but his own arbitrary will. He gave them to understand, 
that all these proceedings were no other than prelimina- 
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ries to tbe unheard-of treatment wkich was reserved for a 1756. 
queen, whose virtues ought to have commanded respect, " 

even from her enemies : that from the hands of that 
august princess, the archives of the state were forced 
away by menaces and violences, notwithstanding the secu* 
rity which her majesty had promised herself under the 
protection of all laws, human and divine; and notwith- 
standing the repeated assurances given by the king of 
Prussia, that not only her person, and the place of her 
residence, should be absolutely safe, but that even the 
Prussian garrison should be under her direction. He 
observed, that a prince who declared himself protector of 
the protestant religion, had begun the war by crushing 
the very state to which that religion owes its establish- 
ment, and the preservation of its most invaluable rights : 
that he had broke through the most respectable laws 
which constitute the union of the Germanic body, under 
colour of a defence which the empire stood in no need of, 
except against himself: that the king of Prussia, while he 
insists on having entered Saxony as a friend, demands his 
army, the administration of his dominions, and, in a word, 
the sacrifice of his whole electorate ; and that the Prus- 
sian directory, in the declaration of motives, published 
under the nose of a prince to whom friendship was pre- 
tended, thought it superfluous to allege even any pretext 
to colour the usurpation of his territories and revenues. — 
Though this was certainly the case in his Prussian ma- 
jesty's first exposition of motives, the omission was after- 
wards supplied, in a subsequent memorial to the states- 
general ; in which he charged the king of Poland as an 
accomplice in, if not an accessary to, the treaty of Peters- 
burgh ; and even taxed him with having agreed to a par* 
tition of some Prussian territories, when they should be 
conquered. This treaty of partition, however, appears to 
have been made in time of actual war, before all cause of 
dispute was removed by the peace of Dresden. 

XI. While the Austrian and Prussian armies were in 
the field, their respective ministers were not idle at Ratis- 
bon, where three imperial decrees were published against 

VOL. IV. c 
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1756. his Prussian majesty : •the first, summoning, that prince to 

" withdraw his troops from the electorate of Saxony ; the 

second, commanding all the vassals of the empire cm- 
ployed by the king of Prussia to quit that service imme- 
diately; and the third, forbidding the members of the 
empire to suffer any levies of soldiers, for the Prussian 
service, to be raised within their respective jurisdictions. 
The French minister declared to the diet, that the pro- 
ceedings of his Prussian majesty having disclosed to the 
world the project concerted between that prince and the 
king of England, to excite in the empire a religious war, 
which might be favourable to their particular views; his 
most christian majesty, in consequence of his engagement 
with the empress queen, and many other princes of the 
empire, being resolved to succour them in the most effica- 
cious manner, would forthwith send such a number of 
troops to their aid, as might be thought necessary to pre- 
serve the liberty of the Germanic body. On the other 
hand, the Prussian minister assured the diet, that his 
master would very soon produce the proofs that were 
come to his hands of the plan concerted by the courts of 
Vienna and Dresden, for the subversion of his electoral 
house, and for imposing upon him a yoke, which seemed 
to threaten the whole empire. 

XII. About the same time, the Russian resident at the 
Hague communicated to the states-general a declaration 
from his mistress, importing that her imperial majesty, 
having seen a memorial presented at the court of Vienna 
by the king of Prussia's envoy extraordinary, was thereby 
convinced that his Prussian majesty's intention was to at- 
tack the territories of the empress queen ; in which case, 
she (the czarina) was inevitably obliged to succour her 
ally with all her forces ; for which end she had ordered 
all her troops in Livonia to be forthwith assembled on the 
frontiers, and hold themselves in readiness to march: that, 
moreover, the Russian admiralty had been enjoined to 
provide immediately a sufficient number of galleys for 
transporting a large body of troops to Lubeck. The 
ministers of tlie empress queen, both at the Hague and at 
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London, delivered memorials to the states-general and his 1756. 
Britannic majesty, demanding the succours which these 
two powers were bound to afford the house of Austria by 
the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; but their high mightinesses 
kept warily aloof by dint of evasion, and the king of 
Great Britain was far otherwise engaged. The invasion 
of Saxony had well nigh produced tragedies in the royal 
family of France. The dauphiness, who was far advanced 
in her pregnancy, no sooner learned the distressful cir- 
cumstances of her parents, the king and queen of Poland, 
than she was seized with violent fits, which occasioned a 
miscarriage, and brought her life into the most imminent 
danger. The Prussian minister was immediately ordered 
to quit Versailles ; and directions were despatched to the 
French minister at Berlin, to retire from that court with- 
out taking leave. Finally, the emperor of Germany con* 
cluded a new convention with the French king, regulating 
the succours to be derived from that quarter : he claimed, 
in all the usual forms, the assistance of the Germanic 
body, as guarantee of the pragmatic sanction and treaty 
of Dresden ; and Sweden was also addressed on the same 
subject. 

XIII. The king of Prussia did not passively bear all 
the imputations that were fixed upon his conduct. His 
minister at the Hague presented a memorial, in answer to 
that of the Saxon resident, in which he accused the court 
of Dresden of having adopted every part of the scheme 
which his enemies had formed for his destruction. He 
aflirmed, that the Saxon ministers had, in all the courts of 
Europe, played off every engine of unwarrantable politics, 
in order to pave the way for the execution of their pro- 
ject : that they had endeavoured to give an odious turn 
to his most innocent actions: that they had spared neitheif 
malicious insinuations, nor even the most atrocious calum^* 
nies, to alienate all the world from his majesty, and raise 
up enemies against him every where. He said, he had re*- 
ceived information that the court .of Saxony intended to 
let his troops pass freely, and afterwards wait for events 
of which they might avail themselves, either by joining 

c2 
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1758. his enemies, or making a diversion in his dominions : that 
" in such a situation he could not avoid having recourse to 

the only means which were left him for preventing his in* 
evitable ruin, by putting it out of the power of Saxony to 
increase the number of his enemies. He asserted, that all 
the measures he had pursued in that electorate were but 
the necessary consequences of the first resolution he was 
forced to take for his own preservation : that he had done 
nothing but deprived the court of Saxony of the means of 
hurting him; and this had been done with all possible 
moderation: that the country enjoyed all the security and 
all the quiet which could be expected in the very midst of 
peace, the Prussian troops observing the most exact dis- 
cipline : that all due respect was shown to the queen of 
Poland, who had been prevailed upon, by the most suit- 
able representations, to suffer some papers to be taken 
from the paper office, of which his Prussian majesty al- 
ready had copies; and thought it necessary to ascertain 
the dangerous design of the Saxon ministry against him, 
to secure the originals, the existence and reality of which 
might otherwise have been denied. He observed, that 
every man has a right to prevent the mischief with which 
he is threatened, and to retort it upon its author; and 
that neither the constitutions nor the laws of the empire 
could obstruct the exertion of a right so superior to all 
others as that of self-preservation and self-defence ; espe* 
cially when the depository of these laws is so closely 
united to the enemy, as manifestly to abuse his power in 
her favour. 

XIV. But the most important step which his Prussian 
majesty took in his own justification, was that of publish- 
ing another memorial, specifying the conduct of the courts 
of Vienna and Saxony, and their dangerous designs 
against his person and interest, together with the original 
documents adduced as proofs of these sinister intentions* 
As a knowledge of these pieces is requisite to form a dh" 
tinct idea of the motives which produced the dreadful war 
upon the continent, it will not be amiss to usher the sub- 
stance of them to the reader's acquaintance. His Prus- 
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sian majesty affirms^ that to arrive at the source of the iTfid. 



vast plan upon which the courts of Vienna and Saxony 
had been employed against him ever since the peace of 
Dresden, we must trace it as far back as the war which 
preceded this peace: that the fond hopes which the two 
alUed courts had conceived upon the success of the cam« 
paign in the year one thousand seven hundred and forty* 
four, gave occasion to a treaty of eventual partition, sti- 
pulating that the court of Vienna should possess the. 
duchy of Silesia and the county of Glatz; while the king 
of Poland, elector of Saxony, should share the duchies of 
Magdeburgh and Croissen, the circles of Zullichow and 
Swibus, together with the Prussian part of Lusatia : that 
after the peace of Dresden, concluded in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and forty-five, tbte was no fur- 
ther room for a treaty of this nature; yet the court of 
Vienna proposed to that of Saxony a new alliance, in 
which the treaty of eventual partition should be renewed; 
but this last thought it necessary, in the first place, to 
give a greater consistency to their plan, by grounding it 
upon an alliance between the empress queen and the « 

czarina. Accordingly these two powers did, in fact, con- v^ 

elude a defensive aUiance at Petersburgh in the course of 
the ensuing year ; but the body, or ostensible part of this 
treaty, was composed merely with a view to conceal from 
the knowledge of the public six secret articles, the fourth 
of which was levelled singly against Prussia, according to 
the exact copy of it, which appeared among the docu- 
ments. In this article, the empress queen of Hungary 
and Bohemia sets out with a protestation, that she will 
religiously observe the treaty of Dresden ; but explains 
her real way of thinking upon the subject, a little lower, 
in the following terms : " If the king of Prussia should 
be the first to depart from the peace, by attacking either 
her majesty the empress queen of Hungary and Bohemia, ' 

or her majesty the empress of Russia, or even the repub- 
lic of Poland ; in all these cases, the rights of the empress 
queen to Silesia and the county of Glatz would again take 
pkoe, and recover their full effect: the two contracting 
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1756. parties should mutually assist each other with sixty thoa- 
sand men to achieve these conquests." The king ob- 
serves upon this article, that every war which can arise 
between him and Russia or the republic of Poland, would 
be looked upon as a manifest infraction of the peace of 
Dresden, and a revival of the rights of the house of Aus- 
tria to Silesia ; though neither Russia nor the republic of 
Poland is at all concerned in the treaty of Dresden ; and 
though the latter^ with which the king lived in the moat 
intimate friendship, was not even in alliance with the 
court of Vienna : that according to the principles of the 
law of nature, received among all civilized nations, the 
most the court of Vienna could be authorised to do in 
such cases, would be to send those succours to her allies 
which are du%to them by treaties, without her having the 
least pretence, on that account, to free herself from the 
particular engagements subsisting between her and the 
king : he appealed, therefore, to the judgment of the 
impartial world, whether in this secret article the con- 
tracting powers had kept within the bounds of a defensive 
alliance ; or whether this article did not rather contain a 
plan of an offensive alliance against the king of Prussia. 
He affirmed, it was obvious from this article, that the 
court of Vienna had prepared three pretences for the re- 
covery of Silesia ; and that she thought to attain her end, 
either by provoking the king to commence hostilities 
against her, or to kindle a war between his majesty and 
Russia, by her secret intrigues and machinations. He al- 
leged, that the court of Saxony, being invited to accede to 
this alliance, eagerly accepted the invitation; furnished 
its ministers at Petersburgh with full powers for that pur- 
pose ; and ordered them to declare that their master was 
not only ready to accede to the treaty itself, but also to 
the secret article against Prussia; and to join in the regu- 
lations made by the two courts, provided effectual mea- 
sures should be taken, as well for the security of Saxony, 
as for its indemnification and recompense, in proportion 
to the efforts and progress that might be made : that the 
court of Dresden declared, if upon any fresh attack from 
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the king of Prussia, the empress queen should, by th<ir i756. 

assistance, not only reconquer Silesia, and the county of 

Glatz, but also reduce him within narrow bounds, the 
king of Poland, as elector of Saxony, would abide by the 
partition formerly stipulated between him and the empress 
queen. He also declared, that count Loss, the Saxon 
minister at Vienna, was charged to open a private nego- 
tiation for settling an eventual partition of the conquest 
which might be made on Prussia, by laying down as the 
basis of it the treaty of Leipsic, signed on the eighteenth 
day of May, in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-five, as would appear by the documents affixed. He 
owned it had been supposed, through the whole of thi^ 
negotiation, that the king of Prussia should be the ag- 
gressor against the court of Vienna ; but H§ insisted, that 
even in this case the king of Poland could have no right 
to make conquests on his Prussian majesty. He likewise 
acknowledged, that the court of Saxony had not yet ac- 
ceded in form to the treaty of Petersburgh ; but he ob- 
served, its allies were given to understand again and 
again, that it was ready to accede without restriction, 
whenever this could be done without risk, and the ad- 
vantages to be gained should be secured in its favour: 
circumstances proved by divers authentic documents, par- 
ticularly by a letter from count Fleming to count de Bruhl, 
informing him that count Uhlefield had charged him to 
represent afresh to his court, tliat they could not take too 
secure measures against the ambitious views of the king 
of Prussia; that Saxony in particular ought to be cau- 
tious, as being the most exposed; that it was of the high- 
est importance to strengthen their old engagements, upon 
the footing proposed by the late count de Harrach, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and forty-five ; a step 
which might be taken on occasion of his Polish majesty's 
accession to the treaty of Petersburgh. The answer of 
count Bruhl to this despatch imported, that the king of 
Poland was not averse to treat in the utmost secrecy with 
the court of Vienna about succours, by private and confi- 
dential declarations relating to the fourth secret article ol 
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1756. the treaty of Petersburgh, on condition of reasonable 

terms and advantages, which in this case ought to be 

granted to his majesty. He quoted other despatclies to 
prove the unwiHingness of his PoUsh majesty to declare 
himself, until the king of Prussia should be attacked, and 
his forces divided; and that this scruple was admitted by 
the allies of Saxony. From these premises he deduced 
this inference, that the court of Dresden, without having 
acceded in form ^o the treaty of Petersburgh, was not 
less an accomplice in the dangerous designs which the 
court of Vienna had grounded upon this treaty ; and that 
having been dispensed with from a formal concurrence, it 
had only waited for that moment when it might, without 
running any great risk, conquer in effect, and share the 
spoils of its Q^iiibbour. In expectation of this period, he 
said, the Austrian and Saxon ministers had laboured in 
concert and underhand with the more ardour, to bring 
the casus foederis into existence : for it being laid down 
as a principle in the treaty, that any war whatever be- 
tween him and Russia would authorise the empress queen 
to take Silesia, there was nothing more to be done but to 
kindle such a war; for which purpose no method was 
found more proper than that of embroiling the king with 
the empress of Russia ; and to provoke that princess with 
all sorts of false insinuations, impostures, and the most 
atrocious calumnies, in laying to his majesty*s charge a 
variety of designs, sometimes against Russia, and even the 
person of the czarina; sometimes views upon Poland, and 
sometimes intrigues in Sweden. By these and other such 
contrivances, he affirmed they had kindled the animosity 
of the empress to such a degree, that in a council held in 
the month of October, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty-three, she had resolved to attack the 
king of Prussia, without any further discussion, whether 
be should fall upon any of the allies of Russia, or one of 
them should begin with him : a resolution which for that 
time was frustrated by their want of seamen and maga- 
zines; but the preparations were continued under pre- 
tence of keeping themselves in a condition to fulfil their 



w. ->• 



-^' ''.^r^-xl J^ '-^'^' 



OEORGE THE SECOND. U 

engagements, contracted in the last subsidiary convention 1768. 
with England ; and when all were finished, the storm 
would fall on the king of Prussia. 

XV. This is the substance of that famous memorial 
published by his Prussian majesty, to which the justifying 
pieces or authentic documents were annexed ; and to 
which a circumstantial answer was exhibited by the parti- 
sans of her imperial majesty. Specious reasons may, 
doubtless, be adduced on either side of almost any dispute, 
by writers of ingenuity ; but, in examining this contest, it 
must be allowed that both sides adopted illicit practices. 
The empress queen and the elector of Saxony had cer- 
tainly a right to form defensive treaties for their own pre* 
servation ; and, without all doubt, it was their interest and 
their duty to secure themselves from tha enterprises of ^\ 

sucb a formidable neighbour : but, at the same time, the 
contracting parties seem to have carried their views much 
farther than defensive measures. Perhaps the court of 
Vienna considered the cession of Silesia as a circumstance, 
altogether compulsive, and therefore not binding against 
the rights of natural equity. She did not at all doubt that 
the king of Prussia would be tempted by his ambition 
and great warlike power, to take some step which might 
be justly interpreted into an infraction of the treaty of 
Dresden ; and in that case she was determined to avail 
herself of the confederacy she had formed, that she might 
retrieve the countries she had lost by the unfortunate 
events of the last war, as well as bridle the dancrerous 
power and disposition of the Prussian monarch : and, in 
all probability, the king of Poland, over and above the 
same consideration, was desirous of some indemnification 
for the last irruption into his electoral dominions, and the 
great sums he had paid for the subsequent peace. Whe-^ 
tber they were authorised by the law of nature and nations 
to make reprisals by an actual partition of the countries 
they might conquer, supposing him to be the aggressor, 
we shall not pretend to determine : but it does not at all 
appear that his Prussian majesty's danger was such as en- 
titled bins to take those violent steps which he now at- 
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1766. tempted to justify. By this time the flame of war was 
kindled up to a blaze that soon filled the empire with ruin 
and desolation ; and the king of Prussia had drawn upon 
himself the resentment of the three greatest powers in Eu- 
rope, who laid aside their former animosities, and every 
consideration of that balance which it had cost such blood 
and treasure to preserve, in order to conspire his destruc-: 
tion. The king himself could not but foresee this confe- 
deracy, and know the power it might exert : but probably 
he confided so much in the number, the valour, and disci- 
pline of his troops ; in the skill of his officers ; in his own 
conduct and activity ; that he hoped to crush the house of 
Austria by one rapid endeavour at the latter end of the 
season, or at least establish himself in Bohemia, before 
her allies could move to her assistance. In this hope, 
however, he was disappointed by the vigilance of the Aus- 
trian councils. He found the empress queen in a condi- 
tion to make head against him in every avenue to her do- 
minions, and in a fair way of being assisted by the circles 
of the empire. He saw himself threatened with the ven- 
geance of the Russian empress, and the sword of France 
gleaming over his head, without any prospect of assistance 
but that which he might derive from his alliance with 
Great Britain. Thus the king of England exchanged the 
alliance of Russia, who was his subsidiary, and the friend- 
ship of the empress queen, his old and natural ally, for a 
new connexion with his Prussian majesty, who could nei- 
ther act as an auxiliary to Great Britain, nor as a protec- 
tor to Hanover; and for this connexion, the advantage of 
which was merely negative, such a price was paid by Eng- 
land as had never been given by any other potentate of 
Europe, even for services of the greatest importance. 

XVI. About the latter end of November, the Saxon 
minister at Ratisbon delivered to the diet a new and ample 
memorial, explaining the lamentable state of that elector- 
ate, and imploring afresh the assistance of the empire. 
The king of Prussia had also addressed a letter to the 
diet, demanding succour of the several states, agreeable 
to their guarantees of the treaties of Westphalia and 
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Dresden : but the minister of Mentz, as director of the 1766. 
diet, baying refused to lay it before that assembly, the 
minister of Brandenburgh ordered it to be printed, and 
sent to his court for further instructions. In the mean 
time his Prussian majesty thought proper to intimate to 
the king and senate of Poland, that should the Rusaan 
troops be permitted to march through that kingdom, they 
might expect to see their country made a scene of war and . 
desolation. In France, the prospect of a general and san- 
guinary war did not at all allay the disturbance which 
sprang from the dissension between the clergy and parlia« 
ment, touching the bull Unigenitus. The king being 
again brought over to the ecclesiastical side of the dis- 
pute, received a brief from the pope, laying it down as a 
fundamental article, that whosoever refuses to submit to 
the bull Unigenitus, is in the way of damnation ; and cer- 
tain cases are specified, in which the sacraments are to be 
denied. The parliament of Paris, considering this brief 
or bull as a direct attack upon the rights of the Galilean 
church, issued an arrSt, or decree, suppressing the said 
bull ; reserving to themselves the right of providing 
against the inconveniencies with which it might be at- 
tended, as well as the privilege to maintain in their full 
force the prerogatives of the crown, the power and juris- 
diction of the bishops, the liberties of the Galilean church, 
and the customs of the realm. The king, dissatisfied with 
their interposition, declared his design to hold a bed of 
justice in person at the palace. Accordingly, on the 
twelfth day of November, the whole body of his guards, 
amounting to ten thousand men, took post in the city of 
Paris : and next day the king repaired with the usual ce- 
remony to the palace, where the bed of justice was held : 
among other regulations, an edict was issued for suppress- 
ing the fourth and fifth chambers of inquests, the mem- 
bers of which had remarkably distinguished themselves by 
their opposition to the bull Unigenitus. 

XVII. In England, the dearth of corn, arising in a 
great measure from the iniquitous practice of engrossing, 
was so severely felt by the common people, that insurrec- 
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1766. tions were raised in Shropshire and Warwickshire by the 

populace, in conjunction with the colliers, who seized by 

violence all the provision they could find ; pillaging with- 
out distinction the millers, farmers, grocers, and butchers^ 
until they were dispersed by the gentlemen of the country, 
at the head of their tenants and dependents. Disorders 
of the same nature were excited by the coHiers on the fo- 
rest of Dean, and those employed in the works in Cum- 
berland. The corporations, noblemen, and gentlemen, in 
different parts of the kingdom, exerted themselves for the 
relief of the poor, who were greatly distressed ; and a 
grand council being assembled at St. Jameses on the same 
subject, a proclamation was published for putting the laws 
in speedy and effectual execution against the forestallers 
and engrossers of corn. 

XVIII. The fear of an invasion having now subsided, 
and Hanover being supposed in greater danger than Great 
Britain, the auxiliaries of that electorate were transported 
from England to their own country. At the latter end of 
the season, when the weather became severe, the innkeep- 
ers of England refused to admit the Hessian soldiers into 
winter quarters, as no provision had been made for that 
purpose by act of parliament ; so that they were obliged 
to hut their camp, and remain in the open fields till Janu- 
ary: but the rigour of this uncomfortable situation was 
soflened by the hand of generous charity, which liberally 
supplied them with all manner of refreshment, and other 
conveniencies: an humane interposition, which rescued the 
national character from the imputation of cruelty and in- 
gratitude. 

XIX. On the second day of December, his majesty 
opened the session of parliament with a speech that 
seemed to be dictated by the genius of England. He ex- 
pressed his confidence, that, under the guidance of Divine 
Providence, the union, fortitude, and affection of his peo- 
ple would enable him to surmount all difficulties, and vin- 
dicate the dignity of his crown against the ancient enemy 
of Great Britain. He declared, that the succour and pre- 
servation of America constituted a main object of his at- 
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tention and solicitude; and observed, that the growing 17^. 
dangers to which the British colonies might stand exposed^ 
from late losses in that country, demanded resolutions of 
vigour and despatch. He said, an adequate and firm de- 
fence at home should maintain the chief place in hiaf 
thoughts ; and in this great view he had nothing so much 
at heart as to remove all grounds of dissatisfaction from 
his people: for this end, he recommended to the care and 
diligence of the parliament the framing of a national mili- 
tia, planned and regulated with equal regard to the just 
rights of his crown and people; an institution which might 
become one good resource in time of general danger. He 
took notice that the unnatural union of councils abroadi 
the calamities which, in consequence of this unhappy con-^ 
junction, might, by irruptions of foreign armies into the 
empire, shake its constitution, overturn its system, and 
threaten oppression to the protestant interest on the con^ 
tinent, were events which must sensibly affect the minds 
of the British nation, and had fixed the eyes of Europe 
on this new and dangerous crisis. He gave them to un« 
derstand, that the body of his electoral troops, which wer^ 
brought hither at the desire of his parliament, he had now 
directed to return to his dominions in Germany, relying 
with pleasure on the spirit and zeal of his people in de^ 
fence of his person and realm. He told the commons, that 
he confided in their wisdom for preferring more vigorous 
efforts, though more expensive, to a less effectual, and 
therefore less frugal, plan of war : that he had placed be*^ 
fore them the dangers and necessities of the puUic ; and 
it was their duty to lay the burthens they should judge 
unavoidable in such a manner as would least disturb and 
exhaust his people. He expressed his concern for the 
sufferings of the poor, arising from the present dearth of 
corn, and for the disturbances to which it had given rise ; 
and exhorted his parliament to consider of proper provi- 
sions for preventing the like mischiefs hereafter. He con* 
eluded with remarking, that unprosperous events of war 
in the Mediterranean had<drawn from his subjects signal 
proob how dearly they tendered the hoaour of his crown; 
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17A7. eluding eleven thousand four hundred and nineteen itia«> 
■ rines ; and for the land service forty-nine thousand seren 

hundred and forty-nine effective men, comprehending 
four thousand and eight invalids. The supply was 
granted for the maintenance of these forces, as well as for 
the troops of Hesse and Hanover; for the ordnance; 
the levy of new regiments; for assisting his majesty in 
forming and maintaining an army of observation, for the 
just and necessary defence and preservation of his elec* 
toral dominions, and those of his aUies; and towards ena- 
bling him to fulfil his engagements with the king of 
Prussia ; for the security of the empire against the irrup- 
tion of foreign armies ", as well as for the support of the 
common cause ; for building and repairs of ships, hiring 
transports, payment of half-pay officers, and the pensions 
of widows ; for enabling his majesty to discharge the like 
sum, raised in pursuance of an act passed in the last ses- 
sion of parliament, and charged upon the first aids or sup- 
plies to be granted in tliis session; for enabling the go- 
vernors and guardians of the hospital for the maintenance 
and education of exposed and deserted young children to 
receive all such children, under a certain age, as should 
be brought to the said hospital within the compass of one 
year ' ; for maintaining and supporting the new settlement 
of Nova Scotia; for repairing and finishing military roads; 
for making good his majesty's engagements with the land- 

• NothiDg could more glorioutly evince the generotity of a British parlitt&eDt 
than thii interpositioa for defendtog the liberties of Germany, in conjuDCtion 
with two electors only agaioit the sense of the other seven, and in direct oppo- 
sition to the measures taien by the head of the empire, who, in the sequel, stig- 
matised these two princes as rebels, and treated one of them as an outlaw* 

' This charity, established by voluntary contribution, might, under proper 
restrictions, prove beneficial to the commonwealth, by rescuing desertea chil- 
dren from misery and death, and qualifying them for being serviceable memberf 
of the commoaity : but since the liberality of parliament hath enabled the go- 
irerikors and corporation to receive all the children that are presented, withoat 
question or limitation, the yearly expense hath swelled into a national grievance, 
and the humane purposes of the original institution are, in a great measure, 
defeated. Instead of an asylum for poor forlorn orphans and abandoned founds 
lings, it is become a general receptacle for the offspring of the di^tsolute, who 
care not to work for the mainteuance of their families. The hospital itself is t 
plain edifice, well contrived for ec-onomy and convenience, standing on the 
aorth side of the eity, aad a little detached from it, in an agreeable and salu- 
JuwM utuatioB. The hall is adorned with some good paintings, the chapel it 
•legaot, and the regulations arc admirable. 
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grave of Hesse-Cassel ; for the expense of marching, re- 1757. 
cruiting, and remounting German troops in the pay of 
Great Britain ; for empowering his majesty to defray any ( 

extraordinary expenses of the war, incuiTed or to be in- 
curred for the service of the ensuing year, and to take ail -_ 
such measures as might be necessary to disappoint or de- 
feat any enterprises or designs of his enemies, as the exU 
gency of affairs should require ; for the payment of such 
persons, in such a manner as his majesty should direct f 
for the use and relief of his subjects in the several pro- 
vinces of North and South Carolina and Virginia, in re- 
compense for such services as, with the approbation of 
his majesty's commander-in-chief in America, they respec- 
tively had performed, or should perform, either by put- 
ting these provinces in a state of defence, or by acting 
with vigour against the enemy; for enabling the East 
India company to defray the expense of a military force 
in their settlements, to be maintained in them, in lieu of a 
battalion of his majesty's forces withdrawn from those 
forts and factories; for the maintenance and support of 
the forts on the coast of Africa ; for widening the avenues, 
and rendering more safe and commodious the streets and 
passages leading from Chariiig-cross to the two houses of ^ 
parliament, the courts of justice, and the new bridge lit 
Westminster 8. Such were the articles under which we 
may specify the supplies of this year, on the whole *i 
amounting to eight millions three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand three hundred and twenty-five pounds nine shillings 
and threepence. It must be acknowledged, for the hon- 
our of the administration, that the house of commons 
could not have exhibited stronger marks of their attach- 
ment to the crown and person -of their sovereign, as well 
as of their desire to see the force of the nation exerted 
with becoming spirit. The sums granted by the com- 
mittee of supply did not exceed eight millions three hun- 

« The bridge at VVeilminster may be considered as a national ornament. It 
was built at the public expense, Irom the neighbourhood of Westminster hall 
lo the opposite side of the river, and consisU of thirteen arches, constructed 
with equal elegance and simplicity. 
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1757. dred and fifty thousand three hundred and twenty-fite 
pounds nine shillings and threepence; the funds estar 
blished amounted to eight millions six hundred and eighty- 
nine thousand and fifty-one pounds nineteen shillings and 
sevenpence ; so that there was an overplus of three hun- 
dred and thirty-«ight thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
six pounds ten shillings and fourpence ; an excess which 
was thought necessary, in case the lottery, which was 
founded on a new plan, should not succeed. 

XXIII. Some of these impositions were deemed griev- 
ous hardships by those upon whom they immediately fell ; 
and many friends of their country exclaimed against the 
projected army of observation in Germany, as the oonh 
mencement of a ruinous continental war, which it was 
neither the interest of the nation to undertake, nor in 
their power to maintain, without starving the operatiou 
by sea, and in America, founded on British principles; 
without contracting such an additional load of debts and 
taxes, as could not fail to terminate in bankruptcy and 
distress. To those dependents of the ministry who ob- 
served, that as Hanover was threatened* by France for its 
connexion with Great Britain, it ought, in common grati- 
tude, to be protected ; they replied, that every state, in 
assisting any ally, ought to have a regard to its own jMre- 
servation : that, if the king of England enjoyed by in- 
heritance or succession a province in the heart of France, 
it would be equally absurd and unjust, in case of a rup- 
ture with that kingdom, to exhaust the treasures of Great 
Britain in the defence of such a province ; and yet the 
inhabitants of it would have the same right to complain 
that they suffered for their connexion with England. 
They observed, that other dominions, electorates, and 
principalities in Germany were secured by the constitu- 
tions of the empire, as well as by fair and equal alliances 
with their co-estates; whereas Hanover stood solitary, like 
a hunted deer, avoided by the herd, and had no other 
shelter but that of shrinking under the extended shield of 
Great Britain : that the reluctance expressed by the Ger- 
man princes to undertake the defence of these dominions, 
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flowed from a firm persuasion, founded on experience, 1757. 
that England would interpose as a principal, and not only 
draw her sword against the enemies of the electorate, but 
concentrate her chief strength in that object, and waste 
her treasures in purchasing their concurrence : that, ex- 
clusive of an ample revenue drained from the sweat of the 
people, great part of which had been expended in conti- 
nental efforts, the whole national debt incurred, since the 
accession of the late king, had been contracted in pursu- 
ance of measures totally foreign to the interest of these 
kingdoms : that, since Hanover was the favourite object, 
England would save money, and great quantities of Brit- 
ish blood, by allowing France to take possession of the 
electorate, paying its ransom at the peace, and indemnify- 
ing the inhabitants for the damage they mrght sustaiu ; an 
expedient that would be productive of another good conse- 
quence; it would rouse the German princes from their 
affected indifference, and oblige them to exert themselves 
with vigour, in order to avoid the detested neighbourhood 
of such an enterprising invader. 

XXIV. The article of the supply relating to the army 
of observation, took rise from a message signed by his 
majesty, and presented by Mr. Pitt, now promoted to the 
ofllce of principal secretary of state; a gentleman who had, 
upon sundry occasionsi combated the gigantic plan of 
continental connexions with all the strength of reason, 
and all the powers of eloquence. He now imparted to 
the bouse an intimation, importing, it was always with 
reluctance that his majesty asked extraordinary supplies 
of his people; but as the united councils and formidable 
preparations of France and her allies threatened Europe 
in general with the most alarming consequences ; and as 
these unjust and vindictive designs were particularly and 
immediately bent against bis majesty's electoral dominions, 
and those of his good ally the king of Prussia ; his majesty 
confided in the experienced zeal and affection of his faith- 
ful commons, that they would cheerfully assist him in 
forming and maintaining an army of observation, for the 

j>2 
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1757. just and necessary defence and preservation of those terri- 

tories, and enable him to fulfil his engagements with his 

Prussian majesty, for the security of the empire against 
the irruption of foreign armies, and for the support of the 
common cause. Posterity will hardly beUeve, that the 
emperor and all the princes of Germany were in a con- 
spiracy against their country, except the king of Prussia, 
the elector of Hanover, and the landgrave of Hesse- 
Cassel ; and they will, no doubt, be surprised, that Great 
Britain, after alt the treaties she had made, and the num- 
berless subsidies she had granted, should not have an ally 
left, except one prince, so embarrassed in his own affairs, 
that he could grant her no succour, whatever assistance 
he might demand. The king's message met with as 
favourable a reception as he could have desired. It was 
read in the house of commons, together with a copy of 
the treaty between his majesty and the king of Prussia, 
including the secret and separate article, and the declara- 
tion signed on each side by the plenipotentiaries at West- 
minster : the request was granted, and the convention 
approved. With equal readiness did they gratify his 
majesty's incUnation signified in another message, de- 
livered on the seventeenth day of May by lord Bateman, 
intimating, that in this critical juncture, emergencies 
might arise of the utmost importance, and be attended 
with the most pernicious consequences, if proper means 
should not be immediately applied to prevent or defeat 
them ; his majesty was therefore desirous that the house 
would enable him to defray any extraordinary expenses 
of the war, incurred, or to be incurred, for the service of 
the current year ; and to take all such measures as might 
be necessary to disappoint or defeat any enterprises or 
designs of his enemies, as the exigency of aftairs might 
require. The committee of supply forthwith granted a 
very large sum for these purposesi including the charge 
of German mercenaries. A like message being at the 
same time communicated to the upper house, their lord- 
ships voted a very loyal address upon the occasion ; aiid 
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when the article of supply, which it produced among the 1757. 
coromons, fell under their inspection, they unanimously 
agreed to it, by way of a clause of appropriation. 

XXV. We have already observed, that the first bill 
which the commons passed in this session, was for the 
relirf of the poor, by prohibiting the exportation of com ; 
but this remedy not being judged adequate to the evil, 
another bill was framed, removing, for a limited time, the 
duty then payable upon foreign com and flour imported ; 
as also permitting, for a certain time, all such foreign 
com, grain, meal, bread, biscuit, and flour, as had been 
or should be taken from the enemy, to be landed and ex- 
pended in the kingdom, duty free. In order still more to 
reduce the high price of com, and to prevent any supply 
of provisions from being sent to our enemies in America, 
a third bill was brought in, prohibiting, for a time therein 
limited, the exportation of com, grain, meal, malt, flour, 
bread, biscuit, starch, beef, pork, bacon, or other victual, 
from any of the British plantations, unless to Great Bri^ 
tain or Ireland, or from one colony to another. To this 
act two clauses were added, for allowing those necessaries 
mentioned above to be imported in foreign-built ships, 
and from any state in amity with his majesty, either into 
Great Britain or Ireland ; and for exporting from South- 
ampton or Exeter to the isle of Man, for the use of the 
inhabitants, a quantity of wheat, barley, oats, meal, or 
flour, not exceeding two thousand five hundred quarters. 
The commons would have still improved their humanity,* 
had they contrived and established some effectual method 
to punish those unfeeling villains, who, by engrossing and 
hoarding up great quantities of grain, had created this 
artificial scarcity, and deprived their fellow-creatures of 
bread; with a view to their own private advantage. Upon 
a subsequent report of the committee, the house resolved, 
that, to prevent the high price of wheat and bread, no 
spirits should be distilled from wheat for a limited time.. 
While the bill formed on this resolution was in embryo, a 
petition was presented to the house by the brewers of 
Xiondon, Westminster, Southwark, and parts adjacent. 
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1757. representing, that, when the resolution passed, the price 

of malt, which was before too high, immediately rose to 

such a degree, that the petitioners found themselves 
utterly incapable of carrying on business at the price malt 
then bore ; occasioned, as they conceived, from an appre- 
hension of the necessity the distillers would be under to 
make use of the best pale malt, and substitute the best 
barley in lieu of wheat : that, in such a case, the markets 
would not be able to supply a sufficient quantity of barley 
for the demands of both professions, besides other neces- 
sary uses : they therefore prayed, that in regard to the 
public revenue, to which the trade of the petitioners so 
largely contributed, proper measures might be taken for 
preventing the public loss, and relieving their particular 
distress. The house would not lend a deaf ear to a re- 
monstrance in which the revenue was concerned. The 
members appointed to prepare the bill immediately re- 
ceived instructions to make provision in it to restrain, for 
a limited time, the distilling of barley, malt, and all grain 
whatsoever. The bill was framed accordingly, but did 
not pass ¥rithout strenuous opposition. To this prohibi- 
tion it was objected, that there are always large quantities 
of wheat and barley in the kingdom so much damaged, as 
to be unfit for any use but the distillery ; consequently a 
restriction of this nature would ruin many farmers, and 
others employed in the trade of malting. Particular in- 
terests, however, must often be sacrificed to the welfare 
of the community; and the present distress prevailed over 
the prospect of this disadvantage. If they had allowed 
any sort of grain to be distilled, it would have been im- 
possible to prevent the distilling of every kind. The 
prohibition was limited to two months : but at the expira- 
tion of that term, the scarcity still continuing, it was pro- 
tracted by a new bill to the eleventh d^ of December, 
with a proviso, empowering his majesty to put an end to 
it at any time after the eleventh day of May, if such a 
step should be judged for the advantage of the kingdom. 
XXYI. The next bill that engaged the attention of the 
commons was a measure of the utmost national import- 
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ance, though secretly disliked by many individuals of the I7&7. 
legislature, who, nevertheless, did not venture to avow 
their disapprobation. The establishment of a militia was 
a very popular and desirable object, but attended with 
numberless difficulties, and a competition of interests 
which it was impossible to reconcile. It had formerly 
been an inexhaustible source of contention between the 
crown and the commons ; but now both apparently con* 
enrred in rendering it serviceable to the commonwealth, 
though some acquiesced in the scheme, who were not at 
all hearty in its favour. On the fourth day of December, 
a motion was made for the bill by colonel George Towns- 
hend, eldest son of lord viscount Townshend, a gentle* 
man of courage, sense, and probity ; endued with penetra- 
tion to discern, and honesty to pursue, the real interest of 
his country, in defiance of power, in contempt of private 
advantages. Leave being given to bring in a bill for the 
better ordering of the militia forces in the several counties 
in England, the task of preparing it was allotted to Mr. 
Townshend, and a considerable number of the most able 
members in the house, comprehending his own brother, 
Mr. Charles Townshend, whose genius shone with dis- 
tinguished lustre : he was keen, discerning, eloquent, and 
accurate ; possessed of ia remarkable vivacity of parts^ 
with a surprising solidity of understanding ; was a wit 
without arrogance, a patriot without prejudice, and a 
courtier without dependence. 

XXVII. WhQe the militia bill remained under consi- 
deration in the house, a petition for a constitutional and 
well regulated militia was presented by the mayor, jurats, 
and commonalty of the king's town and parish of Maid- 
stone, in Kent, in common council assembled. At the 
same time remonstrances were offered by the protestant 
dissenting ministers of the three denominations in and 
about the cities of London and Westminster ; by the pro* 
testant dissenters of Shrewsbury ; the dissenting ministers 
of Devonshire ; the protestant dissenters, being free- 
holders and burgesses of the town and county, of the 
town of Nottingham, joined with other inhabitants of the 
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1757. church of England ; expressing their apprehension, that, 
in the bill then depending, it might be proposed to enact, 
that the said militia should be exercised on the Lord*s 
day, commonly called Sunday, and praying that no clause 
for such purpose might pass into a law. Though nothing 
could be more ridiculously fanatic and impertinent than a 
declaration of such a scruple against a practice so laudable 
and necessary, in a country where that day of the week is 
generally spent in merry-making, riot, and debauchery, 
the house paid so much regard to the squeamish con* 
sciences of those puritanical petitioners, that Monday was 
pitched upon for the day of exercise to the militia, though 
on such working days they might be much more profit- 
ably employed, both for themselves and their country: 
and that no religious pretence should be left for opposing 
the progress and execution of the bill, proper clauses 
were inserted for the relief of the quakers. Another 
petition and counter-petition were delivered by the ma- 
gistrates, freeholders, and burgesses of the town of Not- 
tingham, in relation to their particular franchises, which 
were accordingly considered in framing the bill. 

XXVIII. After mature deliberation, and divers altera- 
tions, it passed the lower house, and was sent to the lordft 
for their concurrence: here it Underwent seyeral amend-^ 
ments, one of which was the reduction of the number of 
militia men to one half of what the commons had pro- 
posed; namely, to thirty-two thousand three hundred and 
forty men for the whole kingdom of England and Wales. 
The amendments being canvassed in the lower house, met 
with some opposition, and divers conferences with their 
lordships ensued : at length, however, the two houses^ 
agreed to every article, and the bill soon received the 
royal sanction. No provision, however, was made for 
clothes, arms, accoutrements, and pay: had regulation.^ 
been made for these purposes, the act would have be- 
come a money-bill, in which the lords could have made 
no amendment : in order, therefore, to prevent any difier- 
ence between the two houses, on a dispute of privileges, 
not yet determined, and that the house of peers might. 
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make what amendments they should think expedient, the 1757. 
commons left the expense of the militia to be regulated 
in a subsequent bill, during the following session^ when 
they could, with more certainty, compute what sum would 
be necessary for these purposes. After all, the bill 
seemed to be crude, imperfect, and ineffectual, and the 
promoters of it were well aware of its defects ; but they 
-were apprehensive that it would have been dropped alto- 
gether, had they insisted upon the scheme being executed 
in its full extent. They were eager to seize this opportur 
nity of trying an experiment, which might afterwards be 
improved to a greater national advantage ; and therefore 
they acquiesced in many restrictions and alterations, which 
otherwise would not have been adopted. 

XXIX. The next measure that fell under the consi- 
deration of the house was rendered necessary by the in- 
hospitable perseverance of the publicans and innholders, 
who conceived themselves not obliged by law to receive or 
give quarters in their houses to any foreign troops, and 
accordingly refused admittance to the Hessian auxiliaries, 
who began to be dreadfully incommoded by the severity 
of the weather. This objection, implying an attack upon 
the prerogative, the government did not tliink fit, at this 
juncture, to dispute any other way, than by procuring a 
new law in favour of those foreigners. It was entitled, 
" A bill to make provision for quartering the foreign 
troops now in this kingdom," prepared by lord Barring- 
ton, the chancellor of the exchequer, and the solicitor- 
general, and immediately passed without opposition. This 
step being taken, another bill was brought in, for the 
regulation of the marine forces while on shore. This was 
almost a transcript of the mutiny act, with this material 
difference ; it empowered the admiralty to grant commis- 
sions for holding general courts-martial, and to do every 
thing, and in the same manner, as his majesty is em- 
powered to do by the usual mutiny bill; consequently 
every clause was adopted without question. 

XXX. The same favourable reception was given to a 
bill for the more speedy and effectual recruiting his ma- 
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1757. je8ty*8 land forces and marines; a law which threw into 
the hands of many worthless magistrates an additional 
power of oppressing their fellow-creatures: all justices of 
the peace, commissioners for the land-tax, magistrates of 
corporations and boroughs, were empowered to meet bj 
direction of the secretary at war, communicated in pre- 
cepts issued by the high sheriffs, or their deputies, within 
their respective divisions, and at their usual places of 
meeting, to quaUfy themselves for the execution of the 
act: then they were required to appoint the times and 
places for their succeeding meetings; to issue precepts 
to the proper officers for these succeeding meetings ; and 
to give notice of the time and place of every meeting to 
such military officers, as, by notice from the secretary at 
war, should be directed to attend that service. The 
annual bill for preventing mutiny and desertion, met with 
no objections, and indeed contained nothing essentially 
different from that which had passed in the last session. 
The next law enacted was, for further preventing embei- 
zlement of goods and apparel, by those with whom they 
are intrusted, and putting a stop to the practice of gaming 
in public houses. By this bill a penalty was inflicted on 
pawnbrokers, in a summary way, for receiving goods, 
knowing them not to be the property of the pledger, and 
pawned without the authority of the owner ^ With re- 
spect to gaming, the act ordained, that all publicans suf- 
fering journeymen, labourers, servants, or apprentices, to 

^ It was enacted, that pertons pawning, exchanging, or disposing of goodie 
without leave of the owner, should suffer in the penalty of twenty shillings ^ 
and on non-payment, be committed for fourteen days to hard laboor; alW* 
wards, if the money could not then be paid, to be whipped publicly in the house 
of correction, or such other place as the justice of the peace should appoint, on 
application of the prosecutor : that every pawnbroker should make entry of the 
person's name and place of abode who pledges any goods with him ; and the 
pledger, if he required it, should have a duplicate of that entry : that a pawn- 
oroker receiving linen or apparel intrusted to others to be washed or mended, 
should forfeit doable the sum lent upon it, and restore the goods : that upon oaih 
of any person whose goods are unlawfully pawned or exchanged, the justice 
should issue a warrant to search the suspected person's house ; and upon le- 
fusal of admittance the officer might break open the door : that goods pawned 
for any sum not exceeding ten pounds might be recovered within two years, the 
owner making oath of the pawning, and tendering the principal, interest, and 
charges : that goods remaining unredeemed for two years should be forfeited 
and sold, the overplus to be acoonnted for to the owner on demand. 



GEORGE THE SECOND. « 

game with cards, dice, shuffle-boards, mississippi, or bil- 1757. 
liard tables, skittles, ninepins, etc shouid forfeit forty 
shillings for the first offence, and for every subsequent 
ofience ten pounds shall be levied by distress. 

XXXI. Divers inconveniencies having resulted from 
the interposition of justices, who, in pursuance of an act 
of parliament passed in the present reign, assumed the 
right of establishing rates for the payment of wages to 
weavers, several petitions were offered to the house of 
commons, representing the evil consequences of such an 
establishment; and although these arguments were an- 
swered and opposed in counter-petitions, the commons, 
actuated by a laudable concern for the interest of the 
woollen manufacture, after due deliberation, removed the 
grievance by a new bill, repealing so much of the former 
act as empowered justices of the peace to make rates for 
the payment of wages ^ The commons were not more 
forward to provide supplies for prosecuting the war with 
vigour, than ready to adopt regulations for the advantage 
of trade and manufactures. The society of the free 
British fishery presented a petition, alleging, that they 
had employed the sum of one hundred and thirty thou- 
sand three hundred and five pounds eight shillings and 
sixpence, together with the entire produce of their fish, 
and all the monies arising from the several branches al- 
lowed on the tonnage of their shipping, and on the expor- 
tation of their fish, in carrying on the said fishery ; and 
that, from their being obliged, in the infancy of the under- 
taking, to incur a much larger expense than was at that 
time foreseen, they now found themselves so far reduced 
in their capital as to be utterly incapable of further pro- 
secuting the fisheries with any hope of success, unless 

' It Ukeiriie imported, that all contncti or agreementi made bttweeo clothieri 
and weaTert, in respect to wages» ghonld, from and after the fint of May, in the 
year one thonsand seven hundred and fifty-seveo, be valid, notwithstanding any 
rate established, or to be established : but that these contracts or agreements 
slwald extend only to the actual prices or rates of workmanship or wages, aod 
not to the payment thereof in any other manner than in money ; aod that if any 
clolhiershoald refuse or neglect to pay the weaver the waees or price agreed on, 
in money, within two days after the work should be performed 'and delivered^ 
the same being demanded, shonld forfeit forty shilltngs for every such oiboce. 



44 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1757. indulged with the further assistance of parliament. They 
prayed, therefore, that towards enabling them to carry on 
the said fisheries, they might have liberty to make use 
of such nets as they should find best adapted to the said 
fisheries; each buss, nevertheless, carrying to sea the 
same quantity and depth of netting, which, by the fishery 
acts, they were then bound to carry : that the bounty of 
thirty shillings per ton, allowed by the said acts on the 
vessels employed in the fishery, might be increased : and 
forasmuch as many of the stock-proprietors were unable 
to advance any further sum for prosecuting this branch of 
commerce ; and others unwilling in the present situation, 
• and under the present restraints, to risk any further sum in 
the undertaking; that the stock of the society, by the said 
acts made unalienable, except in case of death or bank- 
ruptcy, for a term of years, might forthwith be made 
transferrable ; and that the petitioners might be at liberty, 
between the intervals of the fishing seasons, to employ 
the busses in such a manner as they should find for the 
advantage of the society. While the committee was em- 
ployed in deliberating on the particulars of this remon- 
strance, another was delivered from the free British 
fishery chamber of Whitehaven in Cumberland, repre- 
senting, that as the law then stood, ihey went to Shetland 
and returned at a great expense and loss of time; and 
while the war continued durst not stay there to fish, be-* 
sides being obliged to run the most imminent risks, by 
going and returning without convoy : that ever since the 
institution of the present fishery, experience had fully 
shown the fishery of Shetland not worth following, as 
thereby the petitioners had lost two months of a much 
better fishery in St. George's channel, within one day's 
sail of Whitehaven: they took notice, that the free 
British fishery society had applied to the house for fur- 
ther assistance and relief; and prayed that Campbel-town, 
in Argyleshire, might be appointed the place of rendez- 
vous for the busses belonging to Whitehaven, for the 
summer as well as the winter fishery, that they might be 
enabled to fish with greater advantage. .The committee^ 
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having considered the matter of both petitions, were of 1757. 
opinion, that the petitioners should be at Kberty to use '' 
such nets as they should find best adapted to the white 
herring fishery : that the bounty of thirty shilHngs per 
ton should be augmented to fifty : that tiie petitioners 
should be allowed, during the intervals of the fishing 
seasons, to employ their vessels in other lawful business, 
provided they should have been employed in the herring 
fishery during the proper seasons : that they might use 
such barrels for packing the fish as they then used, or 
might hereafter find best adapted for that purpose : that 
they should have liberty to make use of any waste or 
uncultivated land, one hundred yards At the least above 
high-water mark, for the purpose of drying their nets : 
and that Campbel-town would be the most proper and 
convenient place for the rendezvous of the busses belong- 
ing to Whitehaven. This last resolution, however, was 
not inserted in the bill, which contained the other five, 
and in a little time received the royal assent. 

XXXII. Such are the connexions, dependencies, and 
relations subsisting between the mechanical arts, agricul- 
ture, and manufactures of Great Britain, that it requires 
study, deliberation, and inquiry in the legislature to dis- 
cern . and distinguish . tlie whole scope and consequences 
of many projects offered for the benefit of the common- 
wealth. The society of merchant adventurers in the city 
of Bristol alleged, in a petition to the house of commons, 
that great quantities of bar-iron were imported into Great 
Britain from Sweden, Russia, and other parts, chiefly 
purchased with ready money; some of which iron was 
exported again to Africa and other places, and the rest 
wrought up by the manufacturers. They affirmed, that 
bar-iron, imported from North America, would answer 
the same purposes ; and the importation of it tend not 
only to the great advantage of the kingdom, by increasing 
its shipping and navigation, but also to the benefit of the 
British colonies: that by an act passed in the twenty- 
third year of his present majesty's reign, the importation 
of bar-uon from America into the port of London, duty 
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1767. firee, was permitted ; but its being carried coaatways, or 
farther by land than ten miles, had been prohibited ; ao 
that several very considerable manufacturing towns weie 
deprived of the use of American iron, and the out«ports 
prevented from employing it in their export commerce: 
they requested, therefore, that bar-iron might be imported 
from North America into Great Britain, duty free, by all 
his majesty's subjects. This request being reinforced by 
many other petitions from different parts of the kingdom, 
other classes of men, who thought several interests would 
be affected by such a measure, took the alarm; and, in 
divers counter-petitions, specified many ill consequences 
which they alleged would arise from its being enacted 
into a law. Pamphlets were published on both aides of 
the question, and violent disputes were kindled upon the 
subJQct, which was justly deemed a matter of national 
importance* The opposers of the bill observed, that large 
quantities of iron were yearly produced at home, and em- 
ployed multitudes of poor people, there being no less 
than one hundred and nine forges in England and Wales, 
besides those erected in Scotland, the whole produdng 
eighteen thousand tons of iron: that as the mines in 
Great Britain are inexhaustible, the produce would of 
late years have been considerably increased, had not the 
people been kept under continual apprehension of seeing 
American iron admitted duty free : a supposition which 
had prevented the traders from extending their works, 
and discouraged many from engaging in this branch of 
traffic : they alleged, that the iron works, already carried 
on in England, occasioned a consumption of one hundred 
and ninety-eight thousand cords of wood, produced in 
coppices that grow upon barren lands, which could not 
otherwise be turned to any good account: that as the 
coppices afford shade, and preserve a moisture in the 
ground, the pasture is more valuable with the wood, than 
it would be if the coppices were grubbed up; conse- 
quently all the estates, where these now grow, would sink 
in their yearly value : that these coppices, now cultivated 
lOid preserved for the use of tlie iron-works, are likewise 
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absolutely necessary for the manufacture of leather, as 1757. 
they furnish bark for the tanners ; and that, according to 
the management of these coppices, they produced a great 
number of timber trees, so necessary for the purposes 
of building. They asserted, that neither the American 
iron, nor any that had yet been found in Great Britain, 
was so proper for converting into steel as that which 
comes from Sweden, particularly that sort called ore 
ground ; but as there are mines In the northern parts of 
Britain, nearly in the same latitude with those of Sweden, 
furnished with sufficient quantities of wood, and rivers 
for mills and engines, it was hardly to be doubted but 
that people would find metal of the same quality, and, in 
a few years, be able to prevent the necessity of importing . 
iron either from Sweden or Russia. They inferred, that 
American iron could never interfere with that which Great 
Britain imported from Sweden, because it was not fit for 
edged tools, anchors, chain-plates, and other particulars 
necessary in ship-building ; nor diminish the importation 
of Russian iron, which was not only harder than the 
American and British, but also could be afforded cheaper 
than that brought from our own plantations, even though 
the duty of this last should be removed. The importation 
of American iron, therefore, duty free, could interfere 
with no other sort but that produced in Britain, with 
which, by means of this advantage, it would clash so 
much, as to put a stop in a Uttle time to all the iron works 
now carried on in the kingdom, and reduce to beggary 
a great number of famiUes whom they support. To these 
objections the favourers of the bill solicited replied, that 
when a manufacture is much more valuable than the 
rough materials, and these cannot be produced at home 
in sufficient quantities, and at such a price as is consistent 
with the preservation of the manufacture ; it is the interest 
of the legislature to admit a free importation of these ma- 
terials, even from foreign countries, although it should 
put an end to the production of that material in this 
island : that as the neighbours of Great Britain are now 
more attentive than ever to their commercial interest, and 
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1757. endeavouring to manufacture their rough materials at 
home; this nation must take every method for loweringf 
the price of materials, otherwise in a few years it will lose 
the manufacture, and, instead of supplying other coun* 
tries, be furnished by them with all the tine toys and 
utensils made of steel and iron: that being in danger 
of losing not only the manufacture but the produce of 
iron, unless it can be procured at a cheaper rate than 
that for which it is sold at present, the only way of attain- 
ing this end is by diminishing the duty payable upon the 
importation of foreign iron, or by rendering it necessary 
for the undertakers of the iron mines in Great Britain to 
sell their produce cheaper than it has been for some years 
afforded : that the most effectual method for this purpose^ 
is to raise up a rival, by permitting a free importation of 
all sorts of iron from the Tvmerican plantations: that 
American iron can never be sold so cheap as that of 
Britain can be afforded; for, in the colonies, labour of 
all kinds is much dearer than in England : if a man em- 
ploys his own slaves, he must reckon in his charge a great 
deal more than the common interest of their purchase- 
money, because, when one of them dies, or escapes from 
his master, he loses both interest and principal : that the 
common interest of money in the plantations is consider- 
ably higher than in England, consequently no man in that 
country will employ his money in any branch of trade by 
which he cannot gain considerably more per cent, than 
is expected in Great Britain, where the interest is low, 
and profit moderate; a circumstance which will always 
give a great advantage to the British miner, who likewise 
enjoys an exemption from freight and insurance, which lie 
heavy upon the American adventurer, especially in time 
of war. With respect to the apprehension of the leather 
tanners, they observed, that as the coppices generally 
grew on barren lands, not fit for tillage, and improved 
the pasturage, no proprietor would be at the exj^ense of 
grubbing up the wood to spoil the pasture, as he could 
make no other use of the land on which it was produced. 
The wood must be always worth something, especially in 
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counties where there is not plenty of coal, and the timber 1757. 

trees would produce considerable advantage: therefore, if 

there was not one iron mine in Great Britain, no coppice 
would be grubbed up, unless it grew on a rich soil, which 
would produce corn instead of cord wood ; consequently 
the tanners have nothing to fear, especially as planting 
hath become a prevailing taste among the landholders of 
the island. The committee appointed to prepare the bill 
seriously weighed and canvassed these arguments, ex- 
amined disputed facts, and inspected papers and accounts 
relating to the produce, importation, and manufactory of 
iron. At length Mr. John Pitt reported to tlie house 
their opinion, implying that the liberty granted by an act 
passed in the twenty-third year of his majesty's reign, of 
importing bar iron from the British colonies in America 
into the port of London, should be extended to all the 
other ports of Great Britain; and that so much of that 
act as related to this clause should be repealed. The 
house having agreed to these resolutions, and the bill 
being brought in accordingly, another petition was pre- 
sented by several noblemen, gentlemen, freeholders, and 
other proprietors, owners, and possessors of coppices and 
woodlands, in the west riding of Yorkshire, alleging, that 
a permission to import American bar iron duty free, would 
be attended with numberless ill consequences both of a 
public and private nature ; specifying certain hardships to 
which they in particular would be exposed ; and praying, 
that, if the bill should pass, they might be relieved from 
the pressure of an act passed in the reign of Henry the 
eighth, obliging the owners of coppice woods to preserve 
them, under severe penalties; and be permitted to fell 
and grub up their coppice woods, in order to a more pro- 
per cultivation of the soil, without being restrained by the 
fear of malicious and interested prosecutions. In conse- 
quence of this remonstrance, a clause was added to the 
bill, repealing so much of the act of Henry the eighth as 
prohibited the conversion of coppice or underwoods into 
pasture or tillage; then it passed through both houses, 
and received the roval sanction. As there was not time, 
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1767. after this affair came upon the carpet, to obtain any new 
accounts from America, and as it was thought necessary 
to know the quantities of iron made in that country, the 
house presented an address to his majesty, desiring he 
would be pleased to give directions that there should be 
laid before them, in the next session of parliament, an 
account of the quantity of iron made in the American co- 
lonies, from Christmas, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and forty-nine, to the fifth day of January, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, each year 
being distinguished. 

XXXIII. From this important object, the parliament 
converted its attention to a regulation of a much mors 
private nature. In consequence of a petition by the lord 
mayor, aldermen, and commons of the city of London^ a 
bill was brought in, and passed into a law without oppo* 
'sition, for the more effectual preservation and improve> 
ment of the fry and spawn of fish in the river Thames^ 
and waters of the Medway, and for the better regulating 
the fishery in those rivers. The two next measures taken 
for the benefit of the public were, first a bill to render 
more effectual the several laws then in being, for the 
amendment and preservation of the highways and turn- 
pike roads of the kingdom ; the other for the more effec- 
tually preventing the spreading of the contagious distem- 
per which at that time raged among the horned cattle. 
A third arose from the distress of poor silk manufacturers, 
who were destitute of employment, and deprived of all 
means of subsisting through the interruption of the Le^ 
vant trade, occasioned by the war, and the delay of the 
merchant ships from Italy. In order to remedy this incon- 
venience, a bill was prepared, enacting, that any persons 
might import from any place, in any ship or vessel what- 
soever, till the first day of December, one thousand seveln 
hundred and fifty-seven, organzine thrown silk of the 
growth or production of Italy, to be brought to the dtis- 
totn house of London, wheresoever landed : but that no 
Italian thrown silk, coarser than Bologna, nor any tram of 
the growth of Italy, nor any other thrown silk of the 
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growth or production of Turkey, Persia, East India, or 1767. 

China, should be imported by this act, under the penalty 

of the forfeiture thereof. Notwithstanding several peti- 
tions, presented by the merchants, owners, and com- 
manders of ships and others trading to Leghorn and 
other ports of Italy, as well as by the importers and mar 
nufacturers of raw silks, representing the evil conse- 
quences that would probably attend the passing of such a 
bill, the parliament agreed to this temporary deviation 
from the famoqs act of navigation, for a present supply to 
the poor manufacturers. 

XXXIV. The next civil regulation established in this 
session of parliament was in itself judicious, and, had it 
been more eagerly suggested, might have been much 
more beneficial to the public. In order to discourage 
the practice of smuggling, and prevent the desperadoes 
concerned therein from enlisting in the service of the 
enemy, a law was passed, enacting, that every person whp 
had been, before the first of May in the present year, 
guilty of illegal running, concealing, receiving, or carrying 
any wool, or prohibited goods, or any foreign commodi; 
ties liable to duties, the same not having been paid or se- 
cured, or of aiding therein ; or had been found with fire- 
arms or weapons, in order to be aiding to such ofienders; 
or had been guilty of receiving such, goods after seizure, 
or of any act whatsoever, whereby persons might be 
..tleemed runners of foreign goods; or of hindering, woui^d- 
ing, or beating any oflScer in the execution of his duty, or 
^ussisting therein; should be indemnified from all such 
offences, concerning which no suit should then have bean 
jQommenced, or composition made, pn condition that he 
.ahould, before being apprehended or prosecuted, and be- 
fore the first day of Decemberi enter himself with some 
commissioned officer of his majesty's fleet, to serve as a 
common sailor; and should, for three years from such 
entry, unless sooner fully discharged, actually serve and 
do duty in that station, and register his name, etc. with 
the derk of the peace of the county .where he resided, as 
the act prescribes. An attempt was made in favour of 
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1757. the seamen employed in the navy, who had been very 
irregularly paid, and subject to grievous hardships in con- 
sequence of this irregularity ; Mr. Grenville, brother to 
earl Temple, moved for leave to bring in a bill for the en- 
couragement of :$eamen employed in his majesty's navy, 
and for Cbtablishing a regular method for the punctual^ 
speedy, and certain payment of their wages, as well as for 
rescuing them from the arts of fraud and imposition. 
The proposal was corroborated by divers petition^; the 
bill was prepared, read, printed, and, after it had under- 
gone some amendment, passed into the house of lords, 
where it was encountered with several objections^ and 
dropped for this session of parliament. 

XXXV. The house of commons being desirous of pre- 
venting, for the future, such distresses as the poor had 
lately undergone, appointed a connnittee to consider of 
proper provisions to restrain the price of corn and bread 
within due bounds for the future. For this purpose they 
were empowered to send for persons, papers, and re- 
cords; and it was resolved, that all who attended the 
committee should have voices. Having inquired into the 
causes of the late scarcity, they agreed to several resolu- 
tions ; and a bill was brought in to explain and amend the 
laws aguinst regraters, forestallers, and engrossers of corn. 
The committee also received instructions to inquire into 
the abuses of millers, mealmen, and bakers, with regard 
to bread, and to consider of proper methods to prevent 
them in the sequel ; but no further progress was made in 
this important affair, which was the more interesting, as 
the lives of individuals in a great measure depended 
upon a speedy reformation; for the millers and bakers 
were said to have adulterated their flour with common 
whiting, hme, bone ashes, alum, and other ingredients 
pernicious to the human constitution; a consummation of 
villany for which no adequate punishment could be in- 
flicted. Among the measures ))roposed in parliament 
which did not succeed, one of the most remarkable was a 
bill prepared by Mr. Rose Fuller, Mr. Charles Town- 
shcnd, and Mr. Banks, to explain, amend, and render 
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more effectual a law passed in the reign of king William 1757. 
the third, entitled, " An act to punish governors of 
plantations, in this kingdom, for crimes committed by 
them in the plantations." This bill was proposed in con- 
sequence of some complaints, specifying acts of cruelty, 
folly, and oppression, by which some British governors 
had been lately distinguished ; but, before the bill could 
be brought in, the parliament was prorogued. 

XXXVI. But no step taken by the house of commons 
in the course of this session, was more interesting to the 
body of the people than the inquiry into the loss of Mi- 
norca, which had excited such loud and universal cla- 
mour. By addresses to the king, unanimously voted, thjS 
commons requested that his majesty would give directions 
for laying before them copies of all the letters and papers 
containing any intelligence received by the secretaries of 
state, the commissioners of the admiralty, or any other of 
his majesty's ministers, in relation to the equipment of the 
French fleet at Toulon, or the designs of the French on 
Minorca, or Siny other of his majesty's possessions in Eu- 
rope, since the first day of January, in the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty-five, to the first day of 
August, in the year one thousand seven' hundred and fifty- 
six. They likewise desired to peruse a list of the ships of 
war that were equipped and made ready for sea, from the 
first of August, in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and fifty-five, to the thirtieth day of April in the following 
year; with the copies of all sailing orders sent to the com- 
manders during that period ; as also the state and condi- 
tion of his majesty's ships in the several ports of Great 
Britain at the time of admiral Byng's departure, with the 
squadron under his command, for the relief of fort St. 
Philip, during the period of time above mentioned, ac- 
cording to the monthly returns made by the admiralty, 
with the number of seamen mustered and borne on board 
the respective ships. They demanded copies of all orders 
and instructions given to that admiral, and of letters writ- 
ten to and received from him, during his continuance in 
that command, either by the secretaries of state, or lords 
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1757. of the admiralty, relating to the condition of his sciuadroii, 
and to the execution of his orders. In a word, they re- 
quired the inspection of all papers which could in any 
manner tend to explain the loss of Minorca, and the mis- 
carriage of Mr. Byng's squadron. His majesty complied 
with every article of their requests : the papers were pre- 
sented to the house, ordered to lie upon the table for the 
perusal of the members, and finally referred to the consi- 
deration of a committee of the whole house. In the 
course of their deliberations they addressed his majesty 
for more information, till at length the truth seemed to be 
smothered under such an enormous burthen of papers, as 
the efforts of a whole session could not hive properly re- 
moved. Indeed, many discerning persons without doors 
began to despair of seeing the mystery unfolded, as soon 
as the inquiry was undertaken by a committee of the 
whole house. They observed, that an affair of such a 
dark, intricate, and suspicious nature, ought to have been 
referred to a select and secret committee, chosen by ballot, 
empowered to send for persons, papers, and records, and 
to examine witnesses in the most solemn and deliberate 
manner ; that the names of the committee ought to have 
been published fot* the satisfaction of the people, who 
could have judged with some certainty, whether the in* 
quiry would be carried on with such impartiality as the 
national misfortune required. They suspected that this 
reference to a committee of the whole house was a mal- 
contrivance, to prevent a regular and minute investigation, 
to introduce confusion and contest, to puzzle, perplex, 
hud obumbrate ; to tease, fatigue, and disgust the in- 
quirers, that the examination might be hurried over in a 
supertScial and perfunctory manner; and the ministry, 
from this anarchy and confusion of materials, half ex- 
plored and undigested, derive a general parliamentary 
approbation, to which they might appeal from the accusa- 
tions of the )>eople. A select committee would have pro- 
bably examined some of the clerks of the respective of- 
fices, that they might certainly know whether any letters 
or papers had been suppressed, whether the extracts had 
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been faithfully made, and whether there might not be 1757. 
papers of intelligence, which, though proper to be sub- """^ 
mitted to a select and secret committee, could not, con- 
sistently with the honour of the nation, be communicated 
to a committee of the whole house. Indeed, it does not 
appear that the ministers had any foreign intelligence or 
correspondence that could be much depended upon in 
any matter of national importance, and no evidence was 
examined on the occasion ; a circumstance the less to be 
regretted, as, in times past, evil ministers have generally 
found means to render such inquiries ineffectual ; and the 
same arts would at any rate have operated with the same 
efficacy, had a secret committee been employed at this 
juncture. Be that as it may, several resolutions were re- 
ported from the committee; though some of them were 
not carried by the majority without violent dispute and 
severe altercation. The first and last of their resolutions 
require particular notice. By the former, it appeared to 
the committee, that his majesty, from the twenty-seventh 
day of August, in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and fifty-five, to the twentieth day of April in the suc- 
ceeding year, received such repeated and concurrent in- 
telligence, as gave just reason to believe that the French 
king intended to invade his dominions of Great Britain or 
Ireland. In the latter they declare their opinion, that no 
greater number of ships of war could be sent into the 
Mediterranean, than were actually sent thither under the 
command of admiral Byng; nor any greater reinforcement 
than the regiment which was sent, and the detachment, 
equal to a battalion, which was ordered to the relief of 
fort St. Philip, consistently with the state of the navy, and 
the various services essential to the safety of his majesty's 
dominions, and the interests of his subjects. It must have 
been something more powerful than ordinary conviction 
that suggested these opinions. Whatever reports might 
have been circulated by the French ministry, in order to 
amuse, intimidate, and detach the attention of the English 
government from America and the Mediterranean, where 
they really intended to exert themselves ; yet the circum- 
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1757. stances of the two nations being considered, one would 
think there could have been no just grounds to fear an 
invasion of Great Britain or Ireland, especially when 
other intelligence seemed to point out much more proba- 
ble scenes of action. But the last resolution is still more 
incomprehensible to those who know not exactly the basis 
on which it was raised. The number of ships of war in 
actual commission amounted to two hundred and fiftyj 
having on board fi% thousand seamen and marines. In- 
telligence and repeated information of the French design 
upon Minorca had been conveyed to the ministry of Eng- 
land, about six months before it was put in execution. Is 
it credible, that in all this time the nation could not equip 
or spare above eleven ships of the line and six frigates, to 
save the important island of Minorca ? Is it easy to con- 
ceive, that from a standing army of fifty thousand men, 
one regiment of troops could not have been detached to 
reinforce a garrison, well known to be insufficient for the 
works it was destined to defend ? To persons of common 
intellects it appeared, that intellijrence of the armament 
at Toulon was conveyed to the admiralty as early as the 
month of September, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty-five, with express notice that it would con- 
sist of twelve ships of the line : that the design against 
Minorca was communicated as early as the twenty-seventh 
day of August, by consul Banks, of Carthagena; con- 
firmed by letters from consul Bertes, at Genoa, dated on 
the seventeenth and twenty-sixth of January, and received 
by Mr. Fox, secretary of state, on the fourth and eleventh 
of February, as well as by many subsequent intimations: 
that, notwithstanding these repeated advices, even after 
hostilities had commenced in Europe, when the garrison 
of Minorca amounted to no more than four incomplete 
regiments, and one company of artillery, forty-two officers 
being absent, and the place otherwise unprovided for a 
siege; when the Mediterranean squadron, commanded by 
Mr. Edgecumbe, consisted of two ships of the line and 
five frigates; neither stores, ammunition, nor provision, 
the absent officers belonging to the garrison, recruits for 
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the regiments, though ready raised, miners, nor any addi- 1757. 
tional troops, were sent to the island, nor the squadron 
augmented, till admiral Byng sailed from Spithead on the 
sixth day of April, with no more ships of the line than, 
by the most early and authentic intelligence, the govern- 
ment were informed would sail from Toulon, even when 
Mr. Byng should have been joined by commodore Edge- 
cumbe ; a junction upon which no dependence ought to 
have been laid : that this squadron contained no troops 
but such as belonged to the four regiments in garrison, 
except one battalion to serve in the fleet as marines, un- 
less we include the order for another to be embarked at 
Gibraltar ; which order was neither obeyed nor under- 
stood : that, considering the danger to which Minorca 
was exposed, and the forwardness of the enemy's prepara- 
tions at Toulon, adminil Osborne, with thirteen ships of 
the line and one frigate, who returned on the sixteenth 
of February, after having convoyed a fleet of merchant 
ships, might have been detached to Minorca, without 
hazarding the coast of Great Britain ; for at that time, 
exclusive of this squadron, there were eight ships of the 
line and thirty-two frigates ready manned, and thirty- two 
ships of the line and five frigates almost equipped: that 
admiral Hawke was sent with fourteen ships of the line 
and one frigate to cruise in the bay of Biscay, after re- 
peated intelligence had been received that the French 
fleet had sailed for the West Indies, and the eleven ships 
remaining at Brest and Rochefort were in want of hands 
and cannon, so that they could never serve to cover any 
embarkation or descent, consequently Mr. Hawke*s squad- 
ron might have been spared for the relief of Minorca: 
that instead of attending to this important object, the ad- 
miralty, on the eighth day of March, sent two ships of 
the line and three frigates to intercept a coasting convoy 
off cape Barfleur; on the eleventh of the same month 
they detached two ships of the line to the West Indies, 
and on the nineteenth two more to North America, where 
they could be of little immediate service ; on the twenty- 
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1767. third two of the line and three frigates a convoy-huntiiig 
' off Cherbourg ; and on the first of April five ships of the 
line, including three returned from this last service, to 
reinforce sir Edward Hawke, already too strong for the 
French fleet bound to Canada: that all these ships might 
have been added to Mr. Byng*s squadron, without ex- 
posing Great Britain or Ireland to any hazard of invasion: 
tliat at length Mr. Byng was detached with ten great 
ships only, and even denied a frigate to repeat signals, 
for which he petitioned ; although at that very time there 
were in port, exclusive of his squadron, seventeen ships of 
the line and thirteen frigates ready for sea, besides eleven 
of the line and nineteen frigates almost equipped. From 
these and other circumstances, particularized and urged 
with great vivacity, many individuals inferred, that a 
greater number of ships might have been detached to the 
Mediterranean than were actually sent with admiral Byng: 
that the not sending an earlier and stronger force was one 
great cause of Minorca*s being lost, and co-operated with 
the delay of the ministry in sending thither reinforcements 
of troops, their neglect in suffering the officers of the gar- 
rison to continue absent from their duty, and their omit- 
ting to give orders for raising miners to serve in the for- 
tress of Mahon. 

XXXV II, The next inquiry in which the house of 
commons engaged related to the contracts for victualling 
the forces in America, which were supposed by some pa- 
triots to be fraudulent and unconscionable. This suspicion 
arose from an ambiguous expression, on which the con- 
tractor being interrogated by tlie committee appointed to 
examine the particulars, he prudently interpreted it in 
such a manner as to screen himself from the resentment of 
the legislature. The house, therefore, resolved that the 
contract entered into on the twenty-sixth day of March, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and fifly-six, by 
the commissioners of the treasury, with William Baker, 
Christopher Kilby, and Richard Baker, of London, mer- 
chants, for furnishing provisions to the forces under the 
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eommand of the earl of Loudoun, was pradent and neces- 1767. 
sarj, and properly adapted to the securing a constant and 
effectual supply for those forces in America. 

XXXVIII. The preceding session an address bad been 
presented to the king by the house of commons, desiring 
his majesty would give orders for laying before them se- 
veral papers relating to disputes which had lately hap- 
pened between his excellency Charles Knowles, esq. and 
some of the principal inhabitants of the island of Jamaica. 
This governor was accused of many illegal, cruel, and ar- 
bitrary acts, during the course of his administration : but 
these imputations he incurred by an exertion of power, 
which was in itself laudable, and well intended for the 
commercial interest of the island. This was his changing 
the seat of government, and procuring an act of assembly 
for removing the several laws, records, books, papers, and 
writings, belonging to several offices in that island, from 
Spanish-town to Kingston; and for obliging the several 
officers to keep their offices, and hold a supreme court of 
judicature at this last place, to which he had moved the 
seat of government. Spanish-town, otherwise called St. 
Jago de la Vega, the old capital, was an inconsiderable 
inland place, of no security, trade, or importance; whereas 
Kingston was the centre of commerce, situated on the 
side of a fine harbour filled with ships, well secured from 
the insults of an enemy, large, wealthy, and flourishing. 
Here the merchants dwell, and ship the greatest part of 
the sugars that grow upon the island. They found it ex- 
tremely inconvenient and expensive to take out their clear- 
ances at Spanish-town, which stands at a considerable dis- 
tance ; and the same inconvenience and expense being felt 
by the rest of the inhabitants, who had occasion to prose- 
cute suits at law, or attend the assembly of the island, they 
joined in representations to the governor, requesting that, 
in consideration of these inconveniencics, added to that of 
the weakness of Spanish-town, and the importance of 
Kingston, the seat of government might be removed. He 
complied with their request, and in so doing entailed upon 
himself the hatred and resentment of certain powerful 
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1757. planters, who possessed estates in and about the old town 
of St. Jago de la Vega, thus deserted. This seems to 
have been the real source of the animosity and clamoiir 
incurred by Mr. Knowles, against whom a petition, signed 
by nineteen members of the assembly, had been sent to 
England, and presented to his majesty. In the two ses- 
sions preceding this year the affair had been brought into 
the house of commons, where this governor's character 
was painted in frightful colours, and divers papers relating 
to the dispute were examined. Mr. Knowles having by 
this time returned to England, the subject of his admini- 
stration was revived, and referred to a committee of the 
whole house. In the mean time, petitions were presented 
by several merchants of London and Liverpool, concerned 
in the trade to Jamaica, alleging, that the removal of the 
public courts, offices, and records of the island of Jamaica 
to Kingston, and fixing the seat of government there, had 
been productive of many important advantages, by render- 
ing the strength of the island more formidable, the pro- 
perty of the traders and inhabitants more secure, and the 
prosecution of all commercial business more expeditious 
and less expensive than formerly ; therefore, praying that 
the purposes of the act passed in Jamaica for that end 
might be carried into effectual execution, in such manner 
as the house should think proper. The committee having 
examined a great number of papers, agreed to some reso- 
lutions, importing, that a certain resolution of the assem- 
bly of Jamaica, dated on the twenty-ninth day of October, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-three, 
implying a claim of right in that assembly to raise and ap- 
ply public money without the consent of the governor and 
council, was illegal, repugnant to the terms of his majesty's 
commission to his governor of the said island, and deroga- 
tory to tlie rights of the crown and people of Great Bri- 
tain : that the last six resolutions taken in the assembly of 
Jamaica, on the twenty-ninth day of October, in the year 
one thousand seven hundred and fifty-three, proceeded on 
a manifest misapprehension of the king's instruction to his 
governor, requiring him not to give his assent to any bill 
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of an unusual or extraordinary nature and importance, 1757. 
wherein his majesty's prerogative, or the property of his 
subjects, might be prejudiced, or the trade or shipping of 
the kingdom any ways affected, unless there should be a 
clause inserted, suspending the execution of such bill until 
his majesty's pleasure should be known ; that such instruc- 
tion was just and necessary, and no alteration of the con- 
stitution of the island, nor any way derogatory to the 
rights of the subjects in Jamaica. From these resolutions, 
the reader may perceive the nature of the dispute which 
had arisen between the people of Jamaica and their go- 
vernor, vice-admiral Knowles, whose conduct on this oc- 
casion seems to have been justified by the legislature. 
The parliament, however, forbore to determine the ques- 
tion, whi^ther the removal of the courts of judicature from 
Spanish-town to Kingston, was a measure calculated for 
the interest of the island in general. 

XXXIX. The last subject which we shall mention as 
having fallen under the cognizance of the commons during 
this session of parliament, was the state of Milford-haven, 
on the coast o*f Wales, one of the most capacious, safe, and 
commodious harbours in Great Britain. Here the coun- 
try affords many conveniencies for building ships of war, 
and erecting forts, docks, quays, and magazines. It might 
be fortified at a very small expense, so as to be quite se- 
cure from any attempts of the enemy, and rendered by far 
the most useful harbour in the kingdom for fleets, cruisers, 
trading ships, and packet boats, bound to and from the 
westward ; for, from hence they may put to sea almost 
with any wind, and even at low water : they may weather 
Scilly and cape Clear when no vessel can stir from the 
British channel, or out of the French ports of Brest and 
Rochefort ; and as a post can travel from hence in three 
days to London, it might become the centre of very useful 
sea intelligence. A petition from several knerchants in 
London was presented, and recommended to the house in 
a message from the king, specifying the advantages of this 
harbour, and the small expense at which it might be forti- 
fied, and praying that the house would take this important 
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1767. subject into consideration. Accordingly, a committee 

appointed for this purpose, with power to send for peraoniy 
papers, and records ; and every circumstance relating to 
it was examined with accuracy and deliberation. At length 
the report being made to the house by Mr. Charlet 
Townshend, they unanimously agreed to an addresa, rd- 
presenting to his majesty, that many great losses had been 
sustained by the trade of the kingdom, in time of wary 
from the want of a safe harbour on the western coast of 
the island, for the reception and protection of merchaiit 
ships, and sending out cruisers : that the harbour of Mil- 
ford-haven, in the county of Pembroke, is most advan- 
tageously situated, and, if properly defended and securedi 
in every respect adapted to the answering those important 
purposes : they, therefore, humbly besought his majes^i 
that he would give immediate directions for erecting bat* 
teries, with proper cover, on the sides of the said harbouTi 
in the most convenient places for guarding the entrance 
called Hubberstone-road, and also such other fortification! 
as might be necessary to secure the interior parts of tbs 
harbour; and that, until such batteries and fortifications 
could be completed, some temporary defence might be 
provided for the immediate protection of the ships and 
vessels lying in the said harbour: finally, they assured 
him the house would make good to his majesty all such 
expenses as should be incurred for these purposes. The 
address met with a gracious reception, and a promise that 
such directions should be given. The harbour was actu- 
ally surveyed, the places were pitched upon for batteriet^ 
and the estimates prepared; but no further progress bat 
since been made. 

XL. We have now finished the detail of all the mate- 
rial transactions of this session, except what relates to the 
fate of admiral Byng, which now claims our attention. JiQi 
the mean time we may observe, that on the fourth day of 
July the session was closed with his majesty's haranguej 
the most remarkable and pleasing paragraph of which 
turned upon his royal assurance, that tlie succour and pre^ 
servation of his dominions in America had been his eon- 
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slant care, and, next to the security of his kingdoms, 1757. 
should continue to be his great and principal object. He 
told them he had taken such measures as, he trusted, by 
the blessing of God, might effectually disappoint the de- 
signs of the enemy in those parts : that he had no further 
view but to vindicate the just rights of his crown and sub- 
jects from the most injurious encroachments; to preserve 
tranquillity, as far as the circumstances of things might 
admit ; to prevent the true friends of Britain, and the li- 
berties of Europe, from being oppressed and endangered 
by any unprovoked and unnatural conjunction. 

XLI. Of all the transactions that distinguished this 
year, the most extraordinary was the sentence executed 
on admiral Byng, the son of that great officer who had 
acquired such honour by his naval exploits in the pre- 
ceding reign, and was ennobled for his services by the 
title of lord viscount Torrington. His second son, John 
Byng, had from his earliest youth been trained to his fa- 
ther's profession ; and was generally esteemed one of the 
best officers in the navy, when he embarked in that expe- 
dition to Minorca, which covered his character with dis- 
grace, and even exposed him to all the horrors of an igno- 
minious death. On the twenty-eighth day of December 
bis trial began before a court-martial, held on board the 
ship St. George, in the harbour of Portsmouth, to which 
place Mr. Byng had been conveyed from Greenwich by a 
party of horse guards, and insulted by the populace in 
every town and village through which he passed. The 
court having proceeded to examine tl>e evidences for the 
crown and the prisoner, from day to day, in the course of 
a long sitting, agreed unanimously to thirty-seven resolu- 
tions, implying their opinion, that admiral Byng, during 
the engagement between the British and French fleets, 
on the twentieth day of May last, did not do his utmost 
endeavour to take, seize, and destroy the ships of the 
French king, which it was his duty to have engaged, and 
to assist such of his majesty's ships as were engaged, which 
it was his duty to have assisted; and that he did not exert 
his utmost power for the relief of St. Philip's castle. They 
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1757. therefore unanimously agreed, that he fell under part of 
the twelfth article of an act of parliament passed in the 
twenty-second year of the present reign, for amending, 
explaining, and reducing into one act of parliament, the 
laws relating to the government of his majesty's ships, 
vessels, and forces by sea; and as that article positively 
prescribed death, without any alternative left to the dis- 
cretion of the court under any variation of circumstances, 
they unanimously adjudged the said admiral John Byng 
to be shot to death, at such time, and on board of such 
ship, as the lords commissioners of the admiralty should 
please to direct. But as it appeared, by the evidence of 
the officers who were near the admiraFs person, that no 
backwardness was perceivable in him during the action, nor 
any mark of fear or confusion either in his countenance or 
behaviour; but that he delivered his orders coolly and 
distinctly, without seeming deficient in personal courage ; 
and, from other circumstances, they believed his miscon- 
duct did not arise either from cowardice or disaffection; 
they unanimously and earnestly recommended him as a 
proper object of mercy. The admiral himself behaved 
through the whole trial with the most cheerful composure, 
seemingly the effect of conscious innocence, upon which, 
perhaps, he too much relied. Even after he had heard 
the evidence examined against him, and finished his own 
defence, he laid his account in being honourably acquit- 
ted ; and ordered his coach to be ready for conveying him 
directly from the tribunal to London. A gentleman, his 
friend, by whom he was attended, having received intima- 
tion of the sentence to be pronounced, thought it his duty 
to prepare him for the occasion, that he might summon all 
his fortitude to his assistance, and accordingly made him 
acquainted with the information he had received. The 
admiral gave tokens of surprise and resentment, but be- 
trayed no marks of fear or disorder, either then or in the 
court, when the sentence was pronounced. On the con- 
trary, while divers members of the court-martial mani- 
fested grief, anxiety, and trepidation, shedding tears, and 
sighing with extraordinary emotion, he heard his doom 
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denounced without undergoing the least alteration of fea- 1767. 
ture, and made a low obeisance to the president and the 
other members of the court, as he retired. 

XLII. The officers who composed this tribunal were 
so sensible of the law's severity, that they unanimously 
subscribed a letter to the board of admiralty, containing 
this remarkable paragraph : — ^' We cannot help laying 
the distresses of our minds before your lordships on this 
occasion, in finding ourselves under necessity of condemn- 
ing a man to death, from the great severity of the twelfth 
article of war, part of which he falls under, which admits 
of no mitigation if the crime should be committed by an 
error in judgment ; and, therefore, for our own con- 
sciences' sake, as well as in justice to the prisoner, we 
pray your lordships, in the most earnest manner, to re- 
commend him to his majesty's clemency." The lords of 
the admiralty, instead of complying with the request of 
the court-martial, transmitted their letter to the king, 
with copies of their proceedings, and a letter from them- 
selves to his majesty, specifying a doubt with regard to 
the legality of the sentence, as the crime of negligence, 
for which the admiral had been condemned, was not ex- 
pressed in any part of the proceedhigs. At the same 
time, copies of two petitions from George, lord viscount 
Torrington, in behalf of his kinsman admiral Byng, were 
submitted to his majesty's royal wisdom and determina- 
tion. All the friends and relations of the unhappy con- 
vict employed and exerted their influence and interest for 
his pardon; and as the circumstances had appeared so 
strong in his favour, it was supposed that the sceptre of 
royal mercy would be extended for his preservation : but 
infamous arts were used to whet the savage appetite of 
the populace for blood. The cry of vengeance was loud 
throughout the land ; sullen clouds of suspicion and ma- 
levolence interposing, were said to obstruct the geiiial 
beams of the best virtue that adorns the throne ; and the 
sovereign was given to understand, that the execution of 
admiral Byng was a victim absolutely necessary to appease 
the fury of die people. His majesty, in consequence of 
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1767. the represcntatioa Made by the lords of ike «diiiimlt]r« 
referrcNl the sentenee to the conaidtMration of the t w dic 
judges, who were unanhnoasly of opinion that die ma^ 
fence was legal. This report being transmitted from the 
privy comneil to the admiralty, their lordships isaned a 
warrant for executing the sentence of death on tke twenty* 
eighth day of February. One gentlemaa at the boasd, 
however, refvsed to subscribe the warrant, assigmng fisr 
bis reftisal the reasons which we have inserled by way if 
note^ for the satislaotioii of the reader \ 



« Ad$Kiml F I't f^ammfor moi aignimg ths wmrmtftr odmrnal M^t 

€s§eution: 

** It mty be thooght r reat pretiinption in ne to dsthr Irwa to g r m i a»> 
4lMrity M ihst of th« Iwtlve jiic^j bat wb«D % man U called upoa io aiga kii 
name to an act which it to rive authority to the ihedding of blood, he ought ts 
be guided by Ma own cootoieace. «id not by the opiaioiM of «ther oms. 

" In the case before ua, it ia not the merit of admiral Byng thai I ooaader : 
whether he deaervet death or not, it not a question for me to decide; bet 
whether or not hia lifii can be taken away by the ^ntenoe proooiaced on Ua 
by the court-maitial, and afier bavio^ lo clearly explained their motires kg 
^pfonoundng luch a lentooce, is the point which none has employed my 



" The twelfth article of war, oo which admiral Byng's sentence ia grounded, 
aays, ^aocording to my nnderstaadmg of iti meaning,) * that evwj p e tae a , 
who, in Ihe lime of action^ sb«ll withdraw, keep back, or not come inte fiyht» 
or do his utmost, etc. thro^gh motives of cowardice, negligence, or disaffection, 
ahttll eaffer death.' The eoart-martial doea, in expvesa words, acquit aimM 
fiyoj^ of cowardice and disaffection, and does not name the word nftgligen^e. 
Admiral Byng does not, as I conceive, fall under the letter or descnptioa of 
the twelAh artiok i>f war. It way be said, that negiigenoa is iaBnUad, thwcb 
the word is not mentioned, otherwise the -court- martial would not have brought 
his offence under the twelfth article, having acquitted him of cowardiee aad 
diaaffsdion. But it must be acknowledged that the negligence impUed oaMMft 
be wilful neffliffence; for wilful negligence in admiral Byng's situation, most 
have praceeaed either from cowardice or disaffection, and be is eapreaaly at> 
qoitlaa of both these crimes : besides, these crimes which are implied only* and 
not named, may indeed justify suspicion and private opinion, but cannot satisfy 
the eoascience in caae of blood. 

*' Admiral Byng's fsle was referred to a court-martial, his life and death 
were left to their opinions. The court-martial condemn him to death, becansa, 
as th^ eipressly say, they were under a neoessitv of doing eo by reaaon of thp 
letter, of the law, the severity of which thev complained of, because it admits of 
BO mitigation. The court-martial eipressly say, that for the sake of their noa- 
neiences, as well aa in justice to the priaoner, they most earnestly racomaead 
him to his majesty for mercy; it is evident, then, that, in the opinions and con- 
aeiences of the inoges, he was net deserving of death. 

" The question then is, shall the opinions or necessities of the court-martial 
determine admiral Byng's fate? If it should be the latter, he will be executed 
contrary to the iolentions and meaning of his judges : if the former, hia Kit is 
not forfeited. His judges dedare him not deserving of death ; but, mistaking 
either the meaning of the law, or the nature of his offence, they bring him under 
an article of war, which, aocofdiag to their own description of hia offenoe* he 
does not, I conceive, fall under; and then they condemn him to death because, 
'aa they say, the law admits of no mitigation. Can a man's life be taken away 
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XLin. Though marey was denied to the crimitial^ the 17t7. 
crown aeemed determined to do nothing that should be 
thooght inconsistent with law. A member of parliament, 
who bad sat upon the court-martial at Portsmouth, rose 
up in bis place, and made application to the house of 
commons in behalf of himself and several other members 
of that tribunal, prajing the aid of the legislature to be 
released firomi the oath of secrecy imposed on courts- 
martial, that they might disclose the grounds on which 
sentence of death had passed on admiral Byng, and, per- 
haps, discover such circumstances as might show the sen- 
tence to be improper. Although this applica^n pro- 
duced no resolution in the bouse, the king, on the 
twentyHBixth day of February, sent a message to the 
commotM by Mr. secretary Pitt, importing, that though 
he had determined to let the law take its course with 
relation to admiral Byng, and resisted all solicitations to 
the contrary; yet, as a member of the house bad expressed 
aome scruples about the sentence, his majesty had thought 
fit to respite the execution of it, that there might be an 
opportunity of knowing, by the separate examination of 
the members of the court-martial, upon oath, what grounds 
there were for such scruples; and that his majesty was re- 
aoked still to let the sentence be carried into execution, 
unless it should appear from the said examination, tbAt 
admiral Byng was unjustly condemned* The sentence 
night be strictly legal, and at the same time very B^vef^, 
according to the maxim, stimnmm Jus Mumma itffuria* In 
such cases, and perhaps in such cases oidy, the rigour of 
the law ought to be softened by the lenient band of the 

bj toch % MnUDce 1 I wouU not willingly be misunderstood, tnd htve it be- 
Kefvd that I judge julflrirel Bjng'e deserts: th^t v^es the bwiicss of a ooart- 
flMTtiiJ, and It is my duty pnly to act accordii^ tp my conscience ; which, after 
deliberate consideration, assisted by the best light a poor understanding can af 
Isrd it, iMsakiB still ia doubt, and therefore I cannot consent to Mgn a warrant 
whereby the sentence of the court-martial m»y be carried into execution ; for I 
cannot help thinking, that however criminal admiral Byng may be, his life is 
9et fjorfsited by that sentence. I do pet meen te Sq4 ^«lt with ether ne»'e 
optnicms: all I endeavour at, is to give reasons for my own ; and all I desire or 
wish is, that I may not be misundentood : I do not pretend to judge admiral 
Byng's deserts, iwr to «ve %,vr ftpmm en the pref»rietv of tbe act. 
" Signed, 6th Feb. 1757, at the Admiralty. 

* "J.F*^. s." 
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1757. royal prerogatiye. That this was the case of adnural 
Byng, appears from the warm and eager intercession of 
his jury, a species of intercession which hath generallyy 
if not always, prevailed at the foot of the throne, when 
any thing favourable for the criminal had appeared in the 
course of the trial. How much more then might it have 
been expected to succeed, when earnestly urged as a case 
of conscience, in behalf of a man whom his judges had ex- 
pressly acquitted of cowardice and treachery, the only 
two imputations that rendered him criminal in the eyes of 
the nation ! Such an interposition of the crown in parlia- 
mentary transactions was irregular, unnecessary, and at 
another juncture might have been productive of violent 
heats and declamation. At present, however, it passed 
without censure, as the effect of inattention, rather Chan a 
design to encroach upon the privileges of the house. 

XLIV. The message being communicated, a bill was 
immediately brought in to release the members of the 
court-martial from the obligation of secrecy, and passed 
through the lower house without opposition : but in the 
house of lords it appeared to be destitute of a proper 
foundation. They sent a message to the commons, desir- 
ing them to give leave that such of the members of the 
court-martial as were members of that house might attend 
their lordships, in order to be examined on the second 
reading of the bill : accordingly they and the rest of the 
court-martial attended, and answered all questions without 
hesitation. As they did not insist upon any excuse, nor 
produce any satisfactory reason for showing that the man 
they had condemned was a proper object of mercy, their 
lordships were of opinion that there was no occasion for 
passing any such bill, which, therefore they almost unani- 
mously rejected. It is not easy to conceive what stronger 
reasons could be given for proving Mr. Byng an object of 
mercy, than those mentioned in the letter sent to the 
board of admiralty by the members of the court-martial, 
who were empowered to try the imputed offence, conse- 
quently must have been deemed well qualified to judge of 
his conduct. 
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XLV. The unfortunate admiral, being thus abiandoned 1757. 
to the stroke of justice, prepared himself for death with 
resignation and tranquillity. He maintained a surprising 
cheerfulness to the last ; nor did he, from his condemna- ^ 

tion to his execution, exhibit the least sign of impatience 
or apprehension. During that interval he had remained on 
board of the Monarque, a third-rate ship of war, anchored 
in the harbour of Portsmouth, under a strong guard, in 
custody of the marshal of the admiralty. On the four- 
teenth of March, the day fixed for his execution, the 
boats belonging to the squadron at Spithead being manned 
and armed, C9ntaining their captains and officers, with a 
detachment of marines, attended this solemnity in the 
harbour, which was also crowded with an infinite number 
of other boats and vessels filled with spectators. About 
noon, the admiral, having taken leave of a clergyman and 
two friends who accompanied him, walked out of the 
great cabin to the quarter-deck, where two files of marines 
were ready to execute the sentence. He advanced with a 
firm deUberate step, a composed and resolute counten- 
ance, and resolved to suffer with his face uncovered ; until 
bis friends representing that his looks would possibly in- 
timidate the soldiers, and prevent their taking aim pro- 
perly, he submitted to their request, threw his hat on the 
deck, kneeled on a cushion, tied one white handkerchief 
over his eyes, and dropped the other as a signal for his 
executioners, who fired a volley so decisive, that five balls 
passed through his body, and he dropped down dead in 
an instant. The time in which this tragedy was acted, 
from his walking out of the cabin to his being deposited 
in the coffin, did not exceed three minutes. 

XLVI. Thus fell, to the astonishment of all Europe^ 
admiral John Byng ; who, whatever his errors and indis- 
cretions might have been, seems to have been rashly con- 
demned, meanly given up, and cruelly sacrificed to vile 
considerations. The sentiments of his own fate he avowed 
on the verge of eternity, when there was no longer any 
cause of dissimulation, in the following declaration, which, 
inunediately before his death, he delivered to the marshal of 
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1767. the admiralty : *' A few mottentt will now ddher mm Stam 
the Tirulent perseeutioiiy and frustrate th« ftirtli^ maliM, of 
my enemies ; nor need I envy them a life subject to die 
sensations my injuries, and the injustice done mo, nmsl 
create. Persuadedlam, that justice will be done to my ve« 
putation hereafter: the manner and cause of raisnig audi 
keeping up the popular clamour and prejudice agaanat am 
will be seen through. I shall be conridered (as I now 
perceive myself) a victim destined to divert the indigna* 
tion and resentment of an injured and deluded peopk 
from the proper objects. My enemies themselvea must 
now think me innocent. Happy for me, it this my last 
moment, that I know my own innocence, and am conactoos 
that no part of my country's misfortunes can be owing to 
me. I heartily wish the shedding of my blood may oofr* 
tribute to the happiness and service of my country ; bat 
cannot resign my just claim to a faithful discharge of my 
duty according to the best of my judgment, and the 
utmost exertion of my ability for his majesty's honoar« 
and my country's service. I am sorry that my endeavours 
were not attended with more success, and that the armap 
ment toder my command proved too weak to succeed in 
an expedition of such moment. Truth has prevailed 
over calumny and falsehood, and justice has wiped off 
the ignominious stain of my supposed want of personal 
courage, and the charge of disaffection. My heart ao* 
quits me of these crimes: but who can be presumptuously 
sure of his own judgment ? If my crime is an eiror in 
judgment, or differing in opinion from my judges,' and if 
yet the error in judgment should be on their side, God 
forgive them, as I do ; and may the distress of their mindsi 
and uneasiness of their consciences, which in justice to 
me they have represented, be relieved, and subside as my 
resentment has done. The supreme Judge sees all hearts 
and motives, and to him I must submit the justice of my 
cause.'* 

XLVII. Notwithstanding all that has been said in his 
favour, notwithstanding the infamous arts that were prac-* 
tised to keep up the cry against him, notwithstanding this 
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soleHHi $iffeti to HeftfeB in lus laat nomenU, and even 1757. 
self-eoofietion of innocence, the character of admiral 
Byngf ift point of persond eourage, will stilly with many 
people^ fesurni problematieaL They will still be of 
opinion, that if the apiiit of a British admhal bad been 
property exerted, the French fleet would have been de- 
feated, and Minorca relieved. A man^s opinion of danger 
varies at different times, in consequence of an irregular 
tide of animal spirits; and he is actuated by considerations 
which he dares not avow. After an officer, thus influ- 
enced, haa hesitated or kept aloof in the hour of trial, the 
mind, eager for its own justification, assembles, with sur- 
prising industry, every favourable circumstance of excuse, 
and broods over them with parental partiaCty, utttO it be- 
comes not only satisfied, but even enamoured of their 
beauty and complexion^ like a doating mother, blind to 
the deformity of her own offspring. Whatever Mr. 
Byng's internal feelings might have been, whatever coQse- 
queocea might have attended his behaviour on that occa- 
sion ; as the tribunal before which be was tried aequitted 
Ikim exprenly of cowardice and treachery,, he was without 
doubt a proper object for royal clemency ; and ao impar- ' 
tial pcflterity will judge him, after aO those dishononraUe 
motives of foction and of fear, fay whidi hia fiite waa in- 
fluenced, shall be k>al in obUvion, or remembesed with 
diadain* The peopk of Great Britain,, naturally fieroe, 
impadettt, aond damoroua, have b^en too miseh indnigad, 
upon every petty miscarriage, with trials, coiirta4nartnlt 
and dismissions, which tend only to render dieir military 
commanders rash and precipitate, the populace moore 
ficentkus and intractable, aikl to disgrace the nationid 
diaracter in the opinion of mankind. 
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CHAPTER THE TWENTY-8IXTH. 
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■ HOUGH the pftrlument of Grett 
Britain unuiimoiuly concurred in 
i strengthening the hands of govern- 
L ment for a Tigorous prosecutioD of 
f the war, thoae liberal supplies bad 
) like to have proved ineflfiectual through 
I a want of harmony in her councils, la 
the courte of the last year the clamorous voice of dissatia- 
faction had been raised by a series of disappointment! 
and miacarriageS) which were imputed to want of intelB- 
gence, sagacity, and vigour in the administration. The 
defeat of Braddock, the reduction of Oswego and other 
forts in America, the delay of armaments, the neglect of 
opportunities, ineflectual cruises, absurd dispositions <rf 
fleets and squadrons, the disgrace in the Mediterranean, 
and the loss of Minorca, were numbered among the mis- 
fortunes that flowed from the crude designs of a weak dis- 
pirited ministry; and the prospect of their acquiescing in 
a continental war, brought them still further in contempt 
and detestation with the body of the people. In order to 
conciliate the good will of those whom their conduct had 
disobliged, to acquire a fresh stock of credit with their 
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fellow 8tibject8y and reitiove firbm their own shoulders pari' 1757. 
of what future censure might ensue, they admitted into a 
share of the administration a certain set of gentlemen, re- 
markable for their talents and popularity, headed by Mr. 
Pitt and Mr. Legge, esteemed the two most illustrious 
patriots of Great Britain, alike distinguished and admired 
for their unconquerable spirit and untainted integrity. 
The former of these was appointed secretary of state, 
the other chancellor of the exchequer ; and their friends 
were vested with other honourable though subordinate 
offices. 

II. So far the people were charmed with the promotion 
of individuals, upon whose virtues and abilities they had 
the most perfect reliance ; but these new ingredients 
would never thoroughly mix with the old leaven. The 
administration became an emblem of the image that Ne- 
buchadnezzar saw in his dream ; the leg was of iron, and 
the foot was of clay. The old junto found their new asso- 
ciates very unfit for their purposes. They could neither 
persuadcj cajole, nor intimidate them into measures which 
they thought repugnant to the true interest of their 
country. The new ministers combated in council every 
such plan, however patronised : they openly opposed in 
parliament every design which they deemed unworthy of 
the crown, or prejudicial to the people, even though 
distinguished by the predilection of the sovereign. Far 
from bargaining for their places, and surrendering their 
principles by capitulation, they maintained in office their 
independency and candour with the most vigilant circum- . 
spection; and seemed determined to show, that he is the 
best minister to the sovereign who acts with the greatest 
probity towards the subject. Those who immediately 
surrounded the throne were supposed to have concealed 
the true characters of these faithful servants from the 
knowledge of their royal master; to have represented 
tbem as obstinate, imperious, ignorant, and even luke- 
warm in their loyalty; and to have declared, that with 
such colleagues it would be impossible to move the ma- 
chine of government according to his majesty's inclination. 
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1767. These toggeitieiie, arlfiiUj iaciilcated, pcodoced tke dt^ 
aired eflfed: on the ninth day of Aprtti Mr. Pitt, hj im 
majesty's eonunandy resigned the seals af secretary ef 
state for the southern department. In the room of Mr« 
Legge, the king was pleased to grant the office of chss»- 
cellor of the exchequer to the right honourable kicd 
Mansfield, chief justice of the court of kii^*s benck,. the 
same person whom we have mentioned before rnider the 
name of Mr. Murray, soUcitor-general, now promoted and 
ennobled for his extraordinary merit and impcnrtant ser> 
▼ices. The fate of Mr. Pitt was extended to some. of Ui 
principal friends : the board of admiralty was changed, 
and some other remorals were made with the same inften- 
tion, 

III. What was intended as a disgrace to Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Legge, turned out one of the moat shiniiig circmn- 
atances of their characters. The whole nation seemed to 
rise up, as one man, in the vindication of their fiune: 
every mouth was opened in their praise ; and a gicaS 
number of respectable cities and corporations presented 
them with the freedom of their respective societies, en** 
closed in gold boxes of curious workmanship, aa testi* 
monies of their peculiar veneration. What the peoiple 
highly eeteem, they in a manner iddise. Not cont^oAed 
with making offerings so flattering and grateful to co»« 
scious virtue, they conceived the most viofent prejudioea 
against those gentlemen who succeeded in the adnanisti** 
tion; fully convinced, that the same persons who had 
sunk the nation in the present distressfiil circumstances^ 
who had brought on her dishonour, and reduced her to 
the verge of destruction, were by no means the fit instn»- 
ments of her delivery and redemption. The whole king- 
dom caught fire at the late changes; nor could the power, 
the cunning, and the artifice of a fitction, long support il 
against the united voice of Great Britain, which soon 
pierced the ears of the sovereign. It was not possible to 
persuade the people that salutary measures could be sng* 
gested or pursued, except by the tew whose aeal for the 
honour of their country, and steady adherence to an up- 
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right diiiDterested coftdnet^ had secartd theur confidence, 1757. 

And clained their Teneration. A great number of ad- 

dreasesy dutifully and loyally expressed, solicited the king, 
ever ready to meet half way the wishes of his faithful 
people, to restore Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge to their former 
employments. Upon this they rested the security and 
honour of the nation, as well as the public expectation of 
the speedy and successful issue of a war, hitherto at- 
tended with disgraces and misfortunes. Accordingly, his 
majesty was graciously pleased to re*deKver the seals to 
Mr. Pitt, appointing him secretary of state for the south- 
ern department, on the twenty-ninth day of June; and^ 
five days after, the office of chancellor of the exchequer 
was restored to Mr. Legge: promotions that afforded 
universal satisfaction. 

IV. It would not, perhaps, be possible to exclude firom 
a share in the administration all who were not perfectly 
agreeable to the people: however unpopular the late 
ministry might appear, still they posse«sied sufficient m* 
flnence in the privy council, and credit in the house of 
commons, to diwart every measure in which they did not 
diemeehres partake. This consideration, and very recent 
experience, probably dictated the necessity of a coalition, 
aahitary in itself, and prudent, because it was the only 
means of assuaging the rage of faction, and healing those 
divisions, more pernicious to the public than the most 
mistaken and blundering councils. Sir Robert Henley 
vras made lord keeper of the great seal, and sworn of his 
majesty's privy council, on the thirteenth day of June : 
the custody of the privy seal was committed to earl Tem-* 
pie : his grace the duke of Newcastle, Mr. Legge, Mr. 
Nugent, lord viscount Duncannon, and Mr. Grenville, 
were appointed commbsioners for executing the office of 
treasurer of his majesty's exchequer : lord Anson, admi- 
rals Boscawen and Forbes, Dr. Hay, Mr. West, Mr. 
Hunter, and Mr. Elliott, to preside at the board of ad- 
miralty : Mr. Fox was gratified with the office of receiver 
and paymaster-general of all his majesty's guards, garri- 
sons, and land forces : and the earl of Thomond was 
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1757. made treasurer' of the king's household, lUid sworn (>f bis 

majesty's privy council. Other promotions likewise took 

place, with a design to gratify the adherents of either 
party; atid so equally was the royal favour distributed, 
that the utmost harmony for a long time subsisted. In- 
gredients, seemingly heterogeneous, consolidated into one 
uniform mass, so as to produce effects far exceeding the 
most sanguine expectations; and this prudent arrange- 
ment proved displeasing only to those whom violent party 
attachment had inspired with a narrow and exclusive spirit 
V. The accumulated losses and disappointments of the 
preceding year made it absolutely- necessary to retrieve 
the credit of the British arms and councils by some vigoi^ 
ous and spirited enterprise, which should, at the same 
time, produce some change in the circumstances of his 
Prussian majesty, already depressed by the repulae at 
Colin, and in danger of being attacked by the whole power 
of France, now ready to fall upon him, like a torrent, 
which had so lately swept before it the army of observar 
tion, now on the brink of disgrace. A well planned and 
vigorous descent on the coast of France, it was thought, 
would probably give a decisive blow to the marine of that 
kingdom, and at the same time effect a powerful diversion 
in favour of the Prussian monarch and the duke of Cum- 
berland, driven from all his posts in the electorate of 
Hanover, by drawing a part of the French forces to the de- 
fence and protection of their own coasts. Both were objects 
of great concern, upon which the sovereign and ministry 
were sedulously bent. His royal highness the duke, in a 
particular manner, urged the necessity of some enterprise 
of this nature, as the only expedient to obviate the shame- 
ful convention now in agitation. The ministry foresaw, 
that, by destroying the enemy's shipping, all succours 
would be cut off from America, whither they were daily 
transporting troops ; the British commerce secured, with* 
out those convoys so inconvenient to the board of ad- 
miralty, and to the merchants; and those ideal fears of an 
invasion, that had in some measure affected the public 
credit, wholly dispelled. 
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VI. From these considerations a powerful fleet was 1757. 



ordered to be got in readiness to put to sea on the shortest 
notice^ and ten regiments of foot were marched to the isle 
of Wight. The naval armament, consisting of eighteen 
ships of the line, besides frigates, fireships, bomb-ketches, 
and transports, was put under the command of sir Edward 
Hawke, an oflBcer whose faithful services recommended 
him, above all others, to this command ; and rear-admiral 
Knowles was appointed his subaltern. Sir John Mor- 
daunt was preferred to take the command of the land 
forces ; and both strictly enjoined to act with the utmost 
unanimity and harmony. Europe beheld with astonish- 
ment these mighty preparations. The destination of the 
armament was wrapped in the most profound secrecy : it 
exercised the penetration of politicians, and filled France 
with very serio\is alarms. Various were the impediments 
which obstructed the embarkation of the troops for several 
weeks, while Mr. Pitt expressed the greatest uneasiness 
at the delay, and repeatedly urged the commander-in-chief 
to expedite his departure; but a sufficient number of 
transports, owing to some blunder in the contractors, had 
not yet arrived. The troops expressed an eager impa* 
tience to signalize themselves against the enemies of the 
liberties of Europe ; but the superstitious drew unfavour- 
able presages from the dilatoriness of the embarkation. 
At last the transports arrived, the troops were put on 
board with all expedition, and the fleet got under sail on 
the eighth day of September, attended with the prayers 
of every man warmed with the love of his country, and 
solicitous for her honour. The public, big with expecta* 
tion, dubious where the stroke would fall, but confident 
of its success, were impatient for tidings from the fleet ; 
but it was not till the fourteenth, that even the troops on 
board began to conjecture that a descent was meditated 
on the coast of France, near Rochefort or Rochelle. 

VII. On the twentieth, the fleet made the isle of Ole- 
ron, and then sir Edward Hawke sent an order to vice- 
admiral Knowles, requiring him, if the wind permitted 
the fleet, to proceed to Basque road, to stand in as near 
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1787. to the kit of Aix mb the pilot would carrj him, with sbch 
ihipf of bia division as he thought neoessary for the wet* 
vice, and to hatter the fort till the garrison should either 
abandon or surrender it. But the immediate execnition of 
this order was frustrated by a French ship of war*s stand* 
ing in to the very middle of the fleet, and continuhig in Ast 
station for some time before she discovered her mtstaly, 
or any of the captains had a signal thrown out to giie 
chace. Admiral Knowks, when too late, ordered the 
Magnarame, captain Howe, and Torbay, captain Keppei, 
on that service, and thereby retarded the attack upon 
which he was immediately sent : a stroke of policy gready 
to be admired, as from hence he gained time to assnvs 
himself of the strength of the fortifications of Aiz, befiNt 
he ran his majesty's ships into danger. 

YIIL While the above ships, with the addition of At 
Royal William, were attending the French ship of 
safe into the river Garonne, the remainder of the fleet 
lieating to windward off the isle of Oleron; and the 
mander-in-^hief publishing orders and regulations whieh 
did credit to his judgment, and would have been hif^dy 
uaeftd, had there ever been occasion to put them in exe* 
cution. On the twenty-third the van of the fleet, led by 
captain Howe in the Magnanime, stood towards Aiz, a 
small island situated in the mouth of the river Charenle^ 
leading up to Rochefort, the fortifications half finished, 
and mounted with about thirty cannon and mortars. An 
garrison composed of six hundred men, and the wheb 
island about five miles in circumference. As the Mag* 
nanime approached, the enemy fired briskly upon her} 
but captain Howe, regardless of their fiunt endeavowps, 
kept on his course irithout flinching, dropped his anehon 
dose to the walls, and poured in so incessant a fire as 
soon silenced their artillery. It was, however, near an 
hour before the fi»rt struck, when some forces were landed 
to take possession of so important a conquest, with orders 
to demolish the fortifications, the care of whieh was in* 
trusted to vice^dmiral Knowles. 

IX. Inconsiderable as this success might appear, it 
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ipready dated the troopi« and waa deemed an beppy omeB inr. 
of ftnrdber adrantagea; but* inttead of embarking the 
Irogfif that sight, as was uBiveraaHy expected, sereral 
aneeeaaive daya were spent in councils of war» soumlinga 
#f the coast, and deliberationa whether the king's express t. 

orders were praetieaUe, or to be complied with. Eight W 

days were elapsed since the first appearance of the fleet vl 

on the ooaai, and the alarm waa given to the enemy. Sir 
£dvanl Hawke, indeed, proposed laying a sixty-gun ship 
against Fooras, and battering that Ibrt, which it waa 
lluxight would help to aecure the landing of the troops, 
and fadfitate die enterprise on Rochelbrt This a French 
fdot on board (Thierry) undertook; but after a ship had 
been Ughtened fiur the purpose, rice^dmiral Knowlea 
repotted that a bomb-ketch had run a-ground at above 
the distance of two miles from the fort; upon which, the 
project of battering or bombarding the fiort was aban- 
doned. The admiral likewise proposed to bombard Ro- 
oheUe: but this overture was overruled, tor reasons which 
we need not mention. It was at length detennined, in a 
CDundl of war held on the cighdi, to make a descent and 
attack the fcris leading to and npon the mouth of the 
roer Chanente. An order, in consequence of this resolu'- 
tien, was immediately issued for the troops to be ready 
io embark from the transports in the boats precisely at 
twrive o'elodc ait inght. Accordingly, the boats were 
prepared, and filled with the men at the time appointed, 
and now they remained beating agaioet each other, and 
the aides of the afaips, for the space of four hours, while 
Ae eoiBicil were determining whetlier, after all the trouble 
gben, they should l«id; when, at length, an order waa 
poblishad for the troops to return to their respective 
transports, and all thoughts of a descent, to appearance, 
worn wholly abandoned. The succeeding dajrs were em- 
ploy^ in blowing up and demolishing the fortifications of 
Aix; after winch, the land officers, in a council of war, 
took the final resolution of returning to Ejigland without 
any further attempts, fully satisfied they had done all in 
their power to execute the designa of the ministry, and 
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1767. chooeing rather to oppose the frowns of an angry aow- 
reign, the murmurs of an incensed nation, and the con- 
tempt of mankind, than fight an handful of dastardly 
militia. Such was the issue of an expedition that raised 
the expectation of all Europe, threw the coast of Francs 
into the utmost confusion, and cost the people of England 
little less than a million of money. 

X. The fleet was no sooner returned, than the whde 
nation was in a ferment. The public expectation had been 
wound up to the highest pitch ; and now the disappoint- 
ment was proportioned to the sanguine hopes conceived, 
that the pride of France would haye been humbled by so 
formidable an armament. The ministry, and with theai 
the national voice, exclaimed against the commanding o^ 
ficers ; and the military men retorted the calumny, by lay- 
ing the blame on the projectors of the enterprise, who had 
put the nation to great expense before they had obtained 
the necessary information. Certain it was, that blanis 
must fall somewhere ; and the ministry resolved to acquit 
themselves, and fix the accusation, by requesting his ma- 
jesty to appoint a board of ofiicers of character and ability 
to inquire into the causes of the late miscarriage. This 
alone it was that could appease the public clamours, and 
afford general satisfaction. The enemies of Mr. Pitt en- 
deavoured to wrest the miscarriages of the expedition to 
his prejudice; but the whispers of faction were soon 
drowned in the voice of the whole people of England, 
who never could persuade themselves that a gentleman, 
raised to the height of power and popularity by mere dint 
of superior merit, integrity, and disinterestedness, would 
now sacrifice his reputation by a mock armament, or has- 
ard incurring the derision of Europe, by neglecting to ob> 
tain all the necessary previous information, or doing what- 
ever might contribute to the success of the expedition. 
It was asked, whether reason or justice dictated, that a 
Jate unfortunate admiral should be capitally punished for 
not trying and exerting his utmost ability to relieve fort 
St. Philip, invested by a powerful army, and surrounded 
with a numerous fleet, while no charge of negligence or 
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cowardice was brought against those who oocasioped the 
miscarriage of a well-concerted and well-appointed expe- 
dition. The people, they said, were not to be quieted 
with the resolutions of a council of war, composed of men 
whose inactivity might frame excuses for declining to ex- 
pose themselves to danger. It was publicly mentioned, 
that such backwardness appeared among the general offi- 
cers before the fleet reached the isle of Oleron, as occa- 
sioned the admiral to declare, with warmth, that he would 
comply with his orders, and go into Basque-road, what- 
ever might be the consequence. It was asked, why the 
army did not land on the night of the twenty-third or 
twenty-fourth ; and whether the officers, sent out to recon- 
noitre, had returned with such inteUigence as seemed to 
render a descent impracticable. It was asked, whether 
the commander-in-chief had complied with his majesty's 
orders, " to attempt, as far as should be found practica- 
ble, a descent on the coast of France, at or near Roche- 
fort, in order to. attack, and by a vigorous impression, force 
that place ; and to burn and destroy, to the utijiost of his 
power, all docks, magazines, arsenals, and shipping, as 
shall be found there." Such rumours as these, every- 
where propagated, rendered an inquiry no less necessary 
to the reputation of the officers on the expedition, than to 
the minister who had projected it. Accordingly a board) 
consisting of three officers of rank, reputation, and ability, 
was appointed by his majesty, to inquire into the reasons 
why the fleet returned without having executed his majes- 
ty's orders. 

XI. The three general officers, who met on the twenty- 

. first of the same month, were Charles duke of Marlbo- 
rough, lieutenant-general, major-generals lord George 
Sackville and John Waldegrave. To judge of the prac- 
ticability of executing his majesty's orders, it was neces- 
sary to inquire into the nature of the intelligence upon 

* which the expedition was projected. The first and most 
important was a letter sent to sir John, afterwards lord 
Ligonier, by lieutenant-colonel Clark. This letter had 
been frequently examined in the privy council, and con- 
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tained in substance, that colonel Clark, in returning fiooi 
Gibraltar, in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
fifty-four, had travelled along the western coast of France, 
to observe the condition of the fortifications, and judge 
how far a descent would be practicable in case of a rup- 
ture between Great Britain and France. On hia coming 
to Rochefort, where he was attended by an engineer, he 
was surprised to find the greatest part of a good rampart, 
with a revetement, flanked only with redans: no outworks, 
no covered way, and in many places no ditch, ao that the 
bottom of the wall was seen at a distance. He reneaH 
bered, that in other places, where the earth had beea 
taken out to form the rampart, there was left round ibem 
a considerable height of ground, whence an enemy might 
draw a great advantage : that for above the length of t 
front, or two or three hundred yards, there was no raifr- 
part, or even entrenchment, but only small ditches, m the 
low and marshy grounds next the river, which, however, 
were dry at low water ; yet the bottom remained muddy 
and slimy. Towards the river no rampart, no batteriee, 
no parapet, on either side appeared ; and on the land side 
he observed some high ground within the distance of one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred .yards of the town ; in 
which condition the colonel was told by the engineer the 
place had remained for above seventy years. To prevent 
giving umbrage, he drew no plan of the place, and even 
burnt the few sketches he had by him : however, as to 
utility, the colonel declared himself as much satisfied as if 
he had taken a plan. He could not ascertain the direct 
height of the rampart, but thought it couki not exceed 
twenty-five feet, including the parapet. The river might • 
be about one hundred and thirty feet broad, and the en- 
trance defended by two or three small redoubts. As to 
forces, none are ever garrisoned at Rochefort, except mtt- 
rines, which, at the time the colonel was on the spot, 
amounted to about one thousand. This was the first in- 
telligence the ministry received of the state of Rochefort, 
which afforded sufficient room to believe, that an attack 
by surprise might be attended with happy consequences. 
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It was trae^ that colonel Clark made his observations in 
time of peace ; but it was likewise probable^ that no great ' 
alterations were made on account of the war, as the place 
bad remained in the same condition during the two or 
three last wars with France, when they had the same rea* 
sons as now to expect their coasts would be insulted. The 
next information was obtained from Joseph Thierry, a 
French pilot, of the proteetant religion, who passed several 
examinations before the privy council. This person de^ 
dared, that he had followed the business of a pilot on the 
coast of France for the space of twenty years, and served 
as first pilot in sererarof tbe king's ships: that he had, 
in porticnlar, piloted the Magnanime, before she was taken 
by die English, for about twenty-two months, and had 
often conducted her into the road of the isle of Aix ; and 
that he was perfectly acquainted with the entrance, which, 
indeed, is so easy as to render a pilot almost unnecessary. 
The roadj he said, aflforded good anchorage in twelve or 
fourteen fathoms water as far as Bayonne ; the channel 
between the islands of Oleron and Rh6 was three leagues 
broad, and the banks necessary to be avoided lay near the 
land, except one called the Boiard, which is easily disr 
cerned by the breakers. He affirmed, that the largest 
Tessels might draw up close to the fort of Aix, which be 
would undertake the Magnanime alone should destroy: 
that the largest ships might come up to tlie Vigerot, two 
miles distant from the mouth of the river, with all their 
cannon and stores: that men might be landed to the north 
of fort Fouras, oat of sight of the fort, upon a meadow, 
where the ground is firm and level, under cover of the 
cannon of the fleet. This landing place he reckoned at 
about five miles from Rochefort, the way dry, and no way 
intercepted by ditches and morasses. He said, great part 
of the city was encompassed by a wall, but towards the 
river, on both sides, for about sixty paces, it was enclosed 
only vrith palisades, without a fosse. To the intelligence 
of colonel Clark and Thierry, the minister added a secret 
account obtained of the strength and distribution of the 
French forces, whence it appeared highly probable that 

o2 



IHT. 








NT' 



84 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1767. DO more than ten thousand men could be allowed for the 
"■" ^ defence of the whole coasts from St. Valery to Bordewu. 
In consequence of the above information^ the secret expe- 
dition was planned ; instructions were given to air Johi 
Mordaunt and admiral Hawke, to make a vigorous impres- 
sion on the French coast, and all the other measures pro- 
jected, which it was imagined would make an efiectual 
diversion, by obliging the enemy to employ a great part 
of their forces at home, disturb and shake the credit of 
their public loans, impair the strength and resources of 
their navy, disconcert their extensive and dangerous oper^ 
ations of war, and finally give life, strength, and lustre to 
the common cause and his nuyesty's arms. The board of 
inquiry took next into consideration the several letters and 
explanatory instructions sent to sir John Mordaunt, ia 
consequence of some difiiculties which might possibly oc- 
cur, stated by that general in letters to the minister, pre- 
vious to his sailing. Then they examined the report made 
to sir Edward Hawke by admiral Broderick, and the cap- 
tains of men of war sent to sound the French shore from 
Rochelle to fort Foqras, dated September the twenty- 
ninth ; the result of the councils of war on the twenty-fifth 
and twenty-eighth ; sir Eklward Hawke*s letter to sir John 
Mordaunt on the twenty-seventh, and the general's answer 
on the twenty-ninth; after which, sir John Mordaunt wss 
called upon to give his reasons for not putting his majes- 
ty's instructions and orders in execution. This he did in 
substance as follows : The attempt on Rochefort, he un- 
derstood, was to have been on the footing of a c<nm de 
nuUn^ or surprise, which it would be impossible to execute 
if the design was discovered, or the alarm taken. He also 
understood that an attempt could not be made, nay, that 
his majesty did not require it should, unless a proper pkuse 
for debarking, and a safe retreat for the troops was disco- 
vered, particularly where the ships could protect them ; 
and a safe communication with the fleet, and conveyance 
of supplies from it, were found. His sentiments, he said, 
were confirmed by a paper to this purpose, delivered to 
him by sir John Ligonier, on his first being appointed to 
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command the expedition. It was likewise probable, he i767. 
tfaoughty that although Rochefort should have remained — 
in the situation in which colonel Clark and the pilot Thi- 
erry had seen it three years before, yet that a few days' 
preparation could make it sufficiently defensible against a 
coup de main. Judging, therefore, the dependence on 
such an operation alone improper, he applied to the. mini- 
stry for two more old battalions, and artillery for a regular 
attack to force the place, which, from its construction, ap- 
peared as difficult to be made defensible against the latter, 
as easily secured against the former. But this request 
being refused, he still thought it his duty to obey his or- 
ders on the footing on which the expedition was planned, 
especially as he understood his instructions were discre- 
tionary, regarding the circumstances of the time, the con- 
dition of the place, and the nature of the service. He 
recited the positive and credible intelligence received, as 
well before the embarkation as during the voyage; the 
alarm given to France, and the preparations made along 
the French coasts, from Brest and St. Maloes to Roche- 
fort ; the accidents that kept the fleet hovering along the 
coasts, and prevented the possibility of an attempt by sur- 
prise; the reports of all the gentlemen employed in sound- 
ing the coasts, so contrary to the intelligence given by 
Thierry the pilot; the opinion of the council of war, by 
which he was enjoined to act, and with which his own 
judgment concurred ; the endeavours used, after the 
twenty-sixth, to find out some expedient for annoying the 
enemy and executing his majesty's instructions; the at- 
tempt made to land, in consequence of the resolution of 
the second council of war, which«was prevented by bois- 
terous and stormy weather ; and, lastly, the reasons that 
determined him, in conceit with the other land officers, to 
return to England. 

XII. Having considered all these circumstances, and 
examined several officers who served in the expedition, 
the court of inquiry gave the following report to his ma- 
jesty : — •* It appears to us, that one cause of the expedi- 
tion having failed is, the not attacking fort Fouras by sea^ 
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1767. at the aame time that it could have been attadLed by laad* 

agreeably to the first design, whidi certainly must have 

been of the greatest utility towards carrying your mar 
jesty's instructions into execution. It was at first reaolTcd 
by admiral Hawke^ (Thierry, the pilot, having under- 
taken the safe conduct of a ship to fort Fouraa for that 
purpose ;) but afterwards laid aside upon the representa- 
tion of vice-admiral Knowles, that the BarfleuTi the skip 
designed for that service, was aground, at the distanee of 
between four and five miles from the shore : but aa net* 
ther sir Edward Hawke nor the pilot could attend to give 
any information upon that head, we cannot presume to 
offer any certain opinion thereupon. We conceive aii^ 
other cause of the failure of the expedition to hare beeoy 
that, instead of attempting to land, when the report was 
received, on the twenty-fourth of September, from rear* 
admiral Broderick and the captains who had been out to 
sound and reconnoitre, a council of war was summoned 
and held on the twenty-fifth, in which it was unanimously 
resolved not to land, as the attempt on Rochefort was 
neither advisable nor practicable : but it does not appear 
to us that there were then, or at any time afterwards, 
either a body of troops or batteries on shore suflScient to 
have prevented the attempting a descent, in pursuance of 
the instructions signed by your majesty; neither does it 
appear to us that there were any reasons sufficient to in- 
duce the council of war to believe that Rochefort was so 
changed in respect to its strength, or posture of defence, 
since the expedition was first resolved on in England, as 
to prerent all attempts of an attack upon the place, in 
order to bum and destroy the docks, magazines, arsenals, 
and shipping, in obedience to your miyesty's commands. 
And we think ourselves obliged to remark, in the council 
of war on the twenty-eighth of September, that no reason 
could have existed sufficient to prevent the attempt of 
landing the troops, as the council then unanimously re- 
solved to land with all possible despatch. We beg leave 
also to remark, that after its being unanimously resolved 
to land, in the council of war of the twenty-eighth of Sep* 
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tember^ tbe resoiutian was taken of returning to England^ 1757. 

without any regular or general meeting of the said coun* ' 

cil : but aa the whole operation was of so inconsiderable a ^ 

nature, we do not offer this to your mi^esty aa a cauae of a^ ^ 

the &ilure of the expedition; since we cannot but look ^ 

upon the expedition to hare failed from the time the great 

object of it was laid aside in the council of war of the 

twenty-fifth* 

XIII. This report, signed by the general officers, Marl* 
borough, Sackville, and Waldegrare, probably laid the 
foundation for the court«martial which sat soon after upon 
the conduct of the commander-in-chief on the expedition. 
The enemies of the minister made a handle of the mis^ 
carriage to lessen him in the esteem of the public, by 
lajring the whole blame on his forming a project so expen- 
sive to the nation, on intelligence not only slight at the 
first view, but false upon furtlier examination. But the 
people were still his advocates : they discerned something 
mysterious in the whole conduct of the commander4n- 
chief. They plainly perceived that caution took place of 
vigour, and that the hours for action were spent in deli-* 
berations and councils of war. Had he debarked die * 

troops, and made such an attack as would have distin^ 
guished his courage, the voice of the people would have 
acquitted him, however unsuccessful, though prudence^, 
perhaps, might have condemned him. Even Braddock'» 
rashness they deemed preferable to Mordaunt*a inactivity l 
the loss of so many brave lives was thought leas injiBrioua 
and disgraceful to the nation, than the too safe return of 
the present armament. The one demonstrated that the 
British spirit still existed ; the other seemed to indicate 
the too powerful influence of wealth, luxury, and those 
manners which tend to debauch and emasculate the mind. 
A public trial of the commander-in-chief was expected by 
the people, and it was graciously granted by his majesty. 
It is even thought that sir John Mordaunt himself de- 
manded to have his conduct scrutinized, by which method 
alone he was sensible his character could be re-established. 
His majesty's warrant for holding a court-martial was ao* 
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1767. cordingly signed on the third day of December. The 
court was composed of nine lieutenant-generals^ idne 
major-generals, and three colonels, who sat on the four- 
teenth, and continued by several adjournments to the 
twentieth. Lieutenant-general sir John Mordaunt came 
prisoner before the court, and the following charge was 
exhibited against him ; namely, That he being appointed 
by the king commander-in-chief of his majesty's forces 
sent on an expedition to the coast of France, and haying 
receiTed orders and instructions relative thereto from his 
majesty, under his royal sign-manual, and also by one of 
his principal secretaries of state, had disobeyed his ma- 
jesty's said orders and instructions. The proceedings of 
this court were nearly similar to those of the court of in- 
quiry. The same evidences were examined, with the ad- 
dition of sir Edward Uawke's deposition ; and a defence, 
differing in no essential point from the former, made by 
the prisoner, but the judgment given was clear and ex- 
plicit. Sir John Mordaunt was unanimously found, not 
guilty, and therefore acquitted ; while the public opinioa 
remained unaltered, and many persons inveighed as bit- 
terly against the lenity of the present court-martial, as 
they had formerly against the severity of the sentence 
passed upon a late unfortunate admiral. The evidence 
of one gentleman in particular drew attention : he was 
accuised of tergiversation, and of showing that partial in- 
dulgence which his own conduct required. He publicly 
defended his character: his performance was censured, 
and himself dismissed the service of his sovereign. 

XIV. Besides the diversion intended by a descent on 
the coast of France, several other methods were employed 
to amuse the enemy, as well as to protect the trade of the 
kingdom, secure our colonies in the West Indies, and en- 
sure the continuance of the extraordinary success which 
had lately blessed his majesty's arms in the East Indies ; 
but these we could not mention before without breaking 
the thread of our narration. On the ninth of February 
admiral West sailed with a squadron of men of war to the 
westward, as did admiral Coates with the fleet under his 
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convoy to the West Indies^ and commodore Steevens with 1757. 
the trade to the East Indies, in the month of March. 
Admiral Holbourn and commodore Hobnes, with eleven 
ships of the line, a fireship, a bomb-ketch, and fifty trans- 
ports, sailed from St. Helen's for America in April. The 
admiral had on board six thousand two hundred effective 
men, exclusive of ofiicers, under the command of general 
Hopson, assisted by lord Charles Hay. In May, admiral 
Osborne, who had been forced back to Plymouth with his 
squadron by stress of weather, set sail for the Mediterra- 
nean, as did two ships of war sent to convoy the American 
trade. 

XV. In the mean time, the privateers fitted out by pri- 
vate merchants and societies greatly annoyed the French 
commerce. The Antigallican, a private ship of war, 
equipped by a society of men who assumed that name, 
took the Duke de Penthievre Indiaman, off the port of 
Corunna, and carried her into Cadiz. The prize was es- 
timated worth two hundred thousand pounds ; and imme- 
diate application was made by France to the court of 
Spain for restitution, while the proprietors of the Anti- 
gallican were squandering in mirth, festivity, and riot, the 
imaginary wealth so easily and unexpectedly acquired. 
Such were the remonstrances made to his catholic majesty 
with regard to the illegaUty of the prize, which the French 
East India company asserted was taken within shot of a 
neutral port, that the Penthievre was first violently 
wrested out of the hands of the captors, then detained as 
a deposit, with sealed hatches, and a Spanish guard on 
board, till the claims of both parties could be examined, 
and at last adjudged to be an illegal capture, and conse- 
quently restored to the French, to the great disappoint- 
ment of the owners tof the privateer. Besides the success 
which attended a great number of other privateers, the 
lords of the admiralty published a list of above thirty 
ships of war and privateers taken from the enemy, in the 
space of four months, by the English sloops and ships of 
war, exclusive of the Duke d*Aquitaine Indiaman, now 
fitted out as a ship of war, taken by. the Eagle and Med- 
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1767. lakes. Hence they were iiimished with the means of 
practising on the Indians in all the different districts, and 
obUging theni} by rewards, promises, and menaces, to act 
in their favour. Every accession to their strength was a 
real diminution of that of the British comnuinder ; but 
then the ignorance or pusillanimity of some of the inferior 
officers in our back settlements was, in effect, more bene- 
ficial to the enemy than all the vigilance and activity of 
Montcalm. In consequence of the shameful loss of Os- 
wego, they voluntarily abandoned to the mercy of the 
French general the whole country of the Five Nations, 
the only body of Indians who had inviolably performed 
their engagements, or indeed who had preserved any sin- 
cere regard for the British government. The conununi- 
cation with these faithful allies was now cut off, by the 
imprudent demolition of the forts we possessed at the 
great Carrying place. A strong fort, indeed, was built at 
Winchester, and called fort Loudoun, after the com- 
mander-in-chief; and four hundred Cherokee Indians 
joined the English forces at fort Cumberland : but this 
reinforcement by no means counterbalanced the losses 
sustained in consequence of our having imprudently stop- 
ped up Wood's creek, and filled it with logs. Every 
person, the least acquainted with the country, readily per- 
ceived the weakness of these measures, by which our 
whole frontier was left open, and exposed to the irruption 
of the savages in the French interest, who would not fail to 
profit by our blunders, too notorious to escape them. By 
the removal of these barriers, a path was opened to our 
fine settlements on those grounds called the German Flats, 
and along the Mohawk river, which the enemy destroyed 
with fire and sword before the end of the campaign. 

XV II I. In the mean time, lord Loudoun was taking 
the most effectual steps to unite the provinces, and raise 
a force sufficient to give some decisive blow. The attack 
on Crown Point, which had been so long meditated, was 
laid aside, as of less importance than the intended expe- 
dition to Louisbourg, now substituted in its place, and 
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iindoabtedly a more considerable object in itself. Admiral ^767. 



Holboum arrived at Hallifax, with the squadron and trans- 
ports under his command^ on the ninth of July; and it 
was his lordship's intention to repair thither with all pos- . , ^ 

sible diligence^ in order to take upon him the command of , 

the expedition; but a variety of accidents interposed. It V 

was with the utmost difficulty he at length assembled a 
body of six thousand men, with which he instantly began 
his march to join the troops lately arrived from England. 
When the junction was effected^ the whole force amounted 
to twelve thousand men ; an army that raised great ex- 
pectations. Immediately some small vessels were sent out 
to examine and reconnoitre the condition of the enemy; 
and the intermediate time was employed in embwrking the 
troops, as soon as the transports arrived. The return of 
the scouts totally altered the face of afiairs : they brought 
the unwelcome news, that M. de Bois de la Mothe, who 
sailed in the month of May from Brest with a large fleet 
of ships of war and transports, was now safe at anchor in 
the harbour of Louisbourg. Their intelligence was sup- 
ported by the testimony of several deserters; yet still it 
wanted confirmation, and many persons believed their >ac- 
count of the enemy's strength greatly magnified. Such 
advices, however, could not but occasion extraordinary 
fluctuations in the councils of war at Hallifax. Some 
were for setting aside all thoughts of the expedition for 
that season ; while others, more warm in their dispositions, 
and sanguine in their expectations, were for prosecuting 
it with vigour, in spite of all dangers and difficulties. 
Their disputes were carried on with great vehemence, 
when a packet, bound from Louisbourg to France, was 
taken by one of the English ships stationed at Newfound- 
land. She had letters on board which put the enemy's 
superiority beyond all doubt, at least by sea. It clearly 
appeared, there were at that time in Louisbourg six thou- 
sand regular troops, three thousand natives, and one thou- 
sand three hundred Indians, with seventeen ships of the 
line and three frigates moored in the harbour; that the 
place was well supplied with ammunition, provision, and 
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1787. every kind of military stores ; and that the eneny wiriwd 
" for nothing more than an attack, which it was inrobmlik 

would terminate to the disgrace of the assailants, and nm 
of the British affiiirs in America* The commanders at 
Hallifaz were fully apprised of the consequences of aa 
unsuccessful attempt; it was, therefore, almost onani^ 
mously resolved to postpone the expedition to some more 
convenient opportunity, especially as the season was now 
fiur advanced, which alone would be sufficient to frastrate 
their endeavours, and render the enterprise abortive. This 
resolution seems, indeed, to have been tiie most eUgibk in 
their circumstances, whatever constructions might aiker- 
warda be given, with intention to prejudice the public 
against tbe oommander-in-chief. 

XIX. Lord Loudoun's departure from New York, witfi 
all the forces he was able to collect, afforded the mar qai s 
de Montcalm the fairest occasion of unproving the suo- 
cresses of the former campaign. That general had, in the 
rery commencement of the season, made three diffi^rent 
attacks on fort William Henry, in all of which he was re- 
pulsed by the vigour and resolution of the garrison. Bat 
his disappointment here was balanced by an advantage 
gained by a party of regulars and Indians at Ticonderoga. 
Colonel John Parker, with a detachment of near four hun- 
dred men, went by water, in whale and bay boats, to at- 
tack the enemy's advanced guard at that place. Landing 
at night on an island, he sent before dawn three boats to 
the main land, which the enemy waylaid and took. Having 
procured the necessary intelligence from the prisoners of 
the colonel's designs, they contrived their measures, placed 
three hundred men in ambush behind the point where he 
proposed landing, and sent three batteaux to the place of 
rendeavouB. Colonel Parker mistaking these for his own 
boats, eagerly put to shore, was surrounded by the enemy, 
reinforced with four hundred men, and attacked with audi 
impetuosity, that of the whole detachment, only two offi- 
cers and seventy private men escaped. Flushed with this 
advantage, animated by the absence of the British com- 
mander-in-chief, then at Uallifax, and fired with a desire 
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to re?enge the disgrace he had lately suBtamed before fbrt 1TS7. 
Ueniy, Montcalm drew together all his forces, with inten* """-"" 
tion to lay siege to that place. Fort WiUiam Henry stands 
on the southern coast of lake George ; it was built with a 
fiew to protect and cover die frontiers of the English 
colonies, as well as to command the lake : the fortifications 
were good, defended by a gsrrison of near three thousand 
men, and covered by an army of four thousand, under the 
conduct of general Webb, posted at no great distance. 
"When the marqcris de Montcalm had assembled all his 
forces at Crown Point, Tioonderoga, and the adjacent 
posts, together with a considerable body of Canadians 
^and Indians, amounting in the whole to near ten thou- 
•and men, he marched directly to the fort, made his ap- 
proaches, and began to batter it with a numerous tram of 
artillery. On the very day he invested the place, he sent 
a letter to colonel Monro, the governor, telling him, he 
thought himself obliged, in humanity, to desire he would 
eurrender the fort, and not provoke the great number of 
ravages in the French army by a vain resistance. ** A 
detachment of your garrison has lately," says he, " ex- 
perienced dieir cruelty; I have it yet in my power to 
restrahd them, and oblige them to observe a capitulation, 
as none of them hitherto are killed. Your persisting in 
the defei^ce of your fort can only retard its fate a few 
days, and must of neceesity expose an unfortunate garri- 
son, who can possibly receive no relief, considering the 
precautions taken to prevent it. I demand a decisive 
answer, for which purpose I have sent the sieur Font- 
brune, one of my aides-de-camp. You may credit what 
he will inform you of, from Montcalm." General Webb 
beheld his ])reparations with an indifference and security 
bordering on infatuation. It is credibly reported, that he 
had private intelligence of all the French general's de- 
signs and motions ; yet either despising his strength, or 
discrediting the information, he neglected collecting the 
militia in time, which, in conjunction with his own forces, 
would probably have obliged Montcalm to relinquish the 
attempt, or, at least, have rendered his mieeess very doubt- 
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1797. ful and hazardous. The enemy meeting with no 

ance from the quarter they most dreaded, prosecuted the 
siege with vigour, and were warmly received by the gar- 
rison, who fired with great spirit, till they had bunt 
almost all their cannon, and expended their ammunition. 
Neither Montcalm*s promises nor threats could prevail 
upon them to surrender, while they were in a condition to 
defend themselves, or could reasonably expect assistance 
from general Webb. They even persisted to hold out 
after prudence dictated they ought to surrender. Colond 
Monro was sensible of the importance of his charge, and 
imagined that general Webb, though slow in his motions, 
would surely make some vigorous efforts, either to raise 
the siege, or force a supply of ammunition, provision, and 
other necessaries, into the garrison. At length necessity 
.obliged him, after sustaining a siege from the third to the 
ninth day of August, to hang out a flag of truce, which 
was immediately answered by the French commander. 
Hostages were exchanged, and articles of capitulation 
signed by both parties. It was stipulated, that the gar- 
rison of fort William Henry, and the troops in the en- 
trenched camp, should march out with their arms, the 
baggage of the officers and soldiers, and all the usual 
necessaries of war, escorted by a detachment of French 
troops, and interpreters attached to the savages : that the 
gate of the fort should be delivered to the troops of the 
most christian king, immediately after signing the capitu- 
lation ; and the entrenched camp, on the departure of the 
British forces: that the artillery, warlike stores, provision, 
and in general every thing, except the effects of soldiers 
and officers, should, upon honour, be delivered to the 
French troops; for which purpose it was agreed there 
should be delivered, with the capitulation, an exact in- 
ventory of the stores and other particulars specified: 
that the garrison of the fort, and the troops in the en- 
trenchment and dependencies, should not serve, for the 
spate of eighteen months from the date of the capitula- 
tion, against his most christian majesty or his allies : that 
with the capitulation there should be delivered an exact 
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state of the troops, specifying the names of the officers, 1757. 
engineersi artillerymen, commissaries, and all employed: 
that the officers and soldiers, Canadians, women, and 
sarages, made prisoners by land since the commencement 
of the war in North America, should be delivered in the 
space of three months at Carillon ; in return for whom an 
equal number of the garrison of fort William Henry 
should be incapacitated to serve, agreeably to the return 
given by the English officer, and the receipt of the French 
commanding officers, of the prisoners so delivered : that 
an officer should remain as an hostage, till the safe return 
of the escort sent with the troops of his Britannic majesty: 
that the sick and wouiided, not in a condition to be trans- 
ported to fort Edward, should remain under the protec- 
tion of the marquis de Montcalm ; who engaged to use 
them with tenderness and humanityi and to return them 
as soon as recovered : that provision for two days should 
be issued out for the British troops : that in testimony of 
his esteem and respect for colonel Munro and hid garri* 
son, on account of their gallant defence, the marquis de 
Montcalm should return one cannon, a six-pounder.— 
Whether the marquis de Montcalm was really assiduous 
to have these articles punctually executed, we cannot pre^ 
tend to determine ; but certain it is, they were perfidiously 
broke, in almost every instance. The savages in the 
French interest either paid no regard to the capitulation, 
or were permitted, from views of policy, to act the most 
treacherous, inhuman, and insidious part. They fell upon 
the British troops aa they marched out, despoiled' them of 
their few remaining effects, dragged the Indians in the 
English service out of their ranks, and assassinated them 
with circumstances of unheard-of barbarity. Some British 
soldiers, with, their wives and children, are said to have 
been savagely murdered by those brutal Indians, whose 
ferocity the French commander could not effectually re* 
strain. The greater part of the English garrison, how- 
ever, arrived at fort Edward, under the protection of the 
French escort. The enemy demolished the fort, carried 
off the effects, provision, artillery, and every thing else 
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1757. 



left by the garrison, together with the vessels preserred 
in the lake, and departed, without pursuing their succesi 
by any other attempt. Thus ended the third campaign 
in America, where, with an evident superiority over the 
enemy, an army of twenty thousand regular troops^ a 
great number of provincial forces, and a prodigious naval 
power, not less than twenty ships of the line, we aban- 
doned our allies, exposed our people, suffered them to be 
cruelly massacred in sight of our troops, and relinquished 
a large and valuable tract of country, to the eternal re- 
proach and disgrace of the British name. 

XX. As to the naval transactions in this country, 
though less infamous, they were not' less unfortunate. Im- 
mediately on lord Loudoun*s departure from Hallifax, ad- 
miral Holboum, now freed from the care of the transports, 
set sail for Louisbourg, with fifteen ships of the line, one 
ship of fifty guns, three small frigates, and a fireship. 
What the object of this cruise might have been, can only 
be conjectured. Some imagine curiosity was the admiral's 
sole motive, and the desire of informing himself with cer- 
tainty of the enemy's strength ; while others persuade 
themselves that he was in hopes of drawing M. de la 
Mothe to an engagement, notwithstanding his superiority 
in number of ships and weight of metal. Be this as it 
may, the British squadron appeared off Louisbourg on 
the twentieth day of August, and approaching within two 
miles of the batteries, saw the French admiral make the 
signal to unmoor. Mr. Holboum was greatly inferior in 
strength ; and it is obvious that his design was not to fight 
the enemy, as he immediately made the best of his way to 
Hallifax. About the middle of September, being rein- 
forced with four ships of the line, he again proceeded to 
Louisbourg, probably with intention, if possible, to draw 
the enemy to an engagement ; but he found do la Mothe 
too prudent to hazard an unnecessary ])attle, the loss of 
which would have greatly exposed all the French colonies. 
Here the English squadron continued cruising until the 
twenty-fifth, when they were overtaken by a terrible storm 
from the southward. When the hurricane began, the 
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fleet were about forty leagues distant from Louisbourg ; 1757. 
but were driven in twelve hours within two miles of the 
rocks and breakers on that coast, when the wind provi- 
dentially shifted. The ship Tilbury was wrecked upon 
the rocks, and half her crew drowned. Eleven ships were 
dismasted, others threw their guns overboard, and all re- 
turned in a very shattered condition to England, at a very 
unfavourable season of the year. In this manner ended 
the expedition to Louisbourg, more unfortunate to the 
nation than the preceding designs upon Rochefort ; less 
disgraceful to the commanders, but equally the occasion 
of ridicule and triumph to our enemies. Indeed, the un- 
happy consequences of the political disputes at home, the 
instability of the administration, and the frequent revolu- 
tions in oiur councils, were strongly manifested by that lan- 
guor infused into all our military operations, and general 
unsteadiness in our piursuits. Faction, in the mother 
country, produced divisions and misconduct in the colo- 
nies. No ambition to signalise themselves appeared among 
the officers, from the uncertainty whether their services 
were to be rewarded or condemned. Their attachment to 
particular persons weakened the love they ought to have 
entertained for their country in general, and destroyed 
that spirit of enterprise, that firmness and resolution which 
constitutes the commander, and without which the best 
capacity, joined to the most uncorruptible integrity, can 
effect nothing. 

XXI. The French king not only exerted himself against 
the English in America, but even extended his operations 
to their settlements in Africa, which he sent one of his 
naval commanders, with a small squadron, to reduce. 
This gentleman, whose name was Kersin, had scoured the 
coast of Guinea, and made prize of several English trading 
ships : but his chief aim was to reduce the castle at Cape- 
coast, of which had he gained possession, the other sub- 
ordinate forts would have submitted without opposition. 
When Mr. Bell, the governor of this castle, received in- 
telligence that M. de Kersin was a few leagues to wind- 
ward, and certainly intended to attack Cape-coast, his 
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1757. whole garrison did not exceed thirty white men, cxclusm 

of a few mulatto soldiers : his stock of ammunition wat 

reduced to half a barrel of gunpowder; and bis fortifio*- 
tions were so crazy and inconsiderable, that, in the opinioa 
of the best engineers, they could not have sustained for 
twenty minutes the lire of one great ship, had it been pro- 
perly directed and maintained. In these circumstances^ 
few people would have dreamed of making any prepara- 
tion for defence ; but Mr. Bell entertained other senti- 
mentSi and acquitted himself with equal courage and dis- 
cretion. He forthwith procured a supply of gunpowder, 
and a reinforcement of about fifty men, from certain trading 
vessels that happened to be upon that part of the eoaat 
He mounted some spare cannon upon an occasional bat- 
tery; and assembling a body of twelve hundred negroes, 
well armedi under the command of their chief, on whose 
attachment he could depend, he ordered theip to take 
post at the place where he apprehended the enemy would 
attempt a landing. These precautions were hardly taken, 
when the French squadron, consisting of two diips of the 
line and a large frigate, appeared, and in a little time tihot 
attack began ; but they met with such a warm receptioDj 
that in less than two hours they desisted, leaving the cas- 
tle very little damaged, and immediately made sail for the 
West Indies, very much to the disappointment and morti- 
fication of the Dutch officers belonging to the fort of £1- 
mina, in the same neighbourhood, who made no scruple of 
expressing their wishes publicly in favour of the French 
commodore, and at a distance viewed the engagement with 
the most partial eagerness and impatience. M. de Kersin 
was generally blamed for his want of conduct and rescJti* 
tion in this attempt : but he is said to have been deceived 
in his opinion of the real state of Cape-coast castle by the 
vigorous and resolute exertions of the governor, and was 
apprehensive of losing a mast in the engagement ; a loss 
which he could not have repaired on the whole coast of 
Africa. Had the fort of Cape-coast Ji>een reduced on this 
occasion, in all probability every petty republic of the ne- 
groes, settled under the protection of the forts on the 
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Gold coast, would have revolted from the British interest: 1767. 
for while the Freix^h squadron, in their progress along 
shoire, hovered in the ofBng at Annamaboe, an English 
settlement a few leagues to leeward of Cape-coast, John 
Corrantee, the caboceiro, chief magistrate and general of 
the blacks on that part of the coast, whose adopted son 
had a few years before been caressed, and even treated as 
a prince in England, taking it for granted that this enter* 
prise of the French would be attended with success, actu- 
ally aent some of his dependents with a present of refresh- 
ments for their commodore ; the delivery of which, however, 
was prevented by Mr. Brew, the English chief of the fort» 
who shattered in pieces the canoe before it could be 
launched, and threatened with his cannon to level the 
black town with the dust. The caboceiro, though thus 
anticipated in his design, resolved to be among the first 
who should compliment M. de Kersin on his victory at 
Cape-coast ; and, with this view, prepared an embassy or 
deputation to go there by land; but understanding that 
the French had fiEuled in their attempt, he shifted his de- 
sign without the least hesitation, and despatched the same 
embassy to Mr. Bell, whom he congratulated on bis vicr 
tory, assuring him he had kept his men ready armed to 
march at the first summons to his assistance. 

XXII. In the East Indies the scene was changed 
greatly to the honour and advantage of Great Britain. 
There the commanders acted with that harmony, spirit, 
and unanimity becoming Britons, zealous for the credit of 
their king and the interest of their country. We left ad- 
miral Watson and colonel CUve advancing ia Calcutta, to 
revenge the cruel tragedy acted upon their countrymen 
the preceding year. On the twenty-eighth of December, 
the fleet proceeded up the river ; next day, colonel CUve 
landed, and, with the assistance of the squadron, in twen- 
ty-fonr' hours made himself master of Busbudgia, a place 
^f great strength, though very ill defended. On the first 
of January, the admiral, with two ships, appeared before 
the town of Calcutta, and was received by a brisk fire 
from the batteries. This salute was returned so warmly. 
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1757. that the enemy's guns were soon silencedi and in less tkaD 
two hours the place and fort were abandoned. Colon^ 
Clive, on the other side, had invested the town, and made 
his attack with that vigour and intrepidity peculiar to him-' 
self, which greatly contributed to the sudden reduction of 
the settlement. As soon as the fort was surrendered, the 
brave and active captain Coote, with his majesty's troops, 
took possession, and found ninety-one pieces of cannon, 
four mortars, abundance of ammunition, stores, and provi- 
sions, with every requisite for sustaining an obstinate siege. 
Thus the English were re-established in the two strongeit 
fortresses in the Ganges, with the inconsiderable loss of 
nine seamen killed, and three soldiers. A few days after, 
Hughley, a city of great trade, situated higher up the 
river, was reduced with as little difficulty, but infinitely 
greater prejudice to the nabob, as here his storehouses of 
salt, and vast granaries for the support of his army, were 
burnt and destroyed. Incensed at the almost instantane- 
ous loss of all his conquests, and demolition of the city of 
Hughley, the viceroy of Bengal discouraged all advances 
to an accommodation which was proposed by the admiral 
and chiefs of the company, and assembled an army of 
twenty thousand horse and fifteen thousand foot, fully re- 
solved to expel the English out of his dominions, and take 
ample vengeance for the disgraces he had lately sustained. 
He was seen marching by the English camp in his way to 
Calcutta on the second of February, where he encamped, 
about a mile from the town. Colonel Clive immediately 
made application to the admiral for a reinforcement ; and 
six hundred men, under the command of captain Warwick, 
were accordingly drafted from the different ships, and sent 
to assist his little army. Clive drew out his forces, ad- 
vanced in three columns towards the enemy, and began 
the attack so vigorously, that the viceroy retreated, atiet 
a feeble resistance, with the loss of a thousand men killed, 
wounded, and taken prisoners, five hundred horses, great 
numbers of draft bullocks, and four elephants. Though 
this advantage was less decisive than could be wished, yet 
it sufficiently intimidated the nabob into concessions much 
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to the honour and advantage of the company. Admiral 1757. 
Watson gave him to understand in a letter, that this was "~~~" 
no more than a specimen of what the British armsj when 
provoked, could perform. The suba desired the negotia- 
tion might be renewed, and in a few days the treaty was 
concluded. He promised not to disturb the English in 
any of those privileges or possessions specified in the fir- 
man granted by the Mogul : that all merchandise belong* 
ing to the company should pass and repass, in every part 
of the province of Bengal, free of duty : that all the Eng- 
lish factories seized the preceding year, or since, should 
be restored, with the money, goods, and efiTects appertain- 
ing : that all damages sustained by the English should be 
repaired, and their losses repaid: that the. English should 
have liberty to fortify Calcutta in whatever manner they 
thought proper without interruption : that they should 
have the liberty of coining all the gold and bullion they 
imported, which should pass current in the province: that 
he would remain in strict friendship and alliance with the 
English, use his utmost endeavours to heal up the late 
divisions, and restore the former good understanding be- 
tween them: all which several articles were solemnly 
signed and sealed with the nabob's own hand. 

XXUI. Such were the terms obtained for the company ' 
by the spirit and gallant conduct of the two English comi- 
manders. They had, however, too much discernment to- 
rely on the promises of a barbarian, who had so perfidi- 
ously broke former engagements ; but they prudently dis- 
. sembled their sentiments, until they bad thoroughly rein- 
. stated the afiTairs of the company, and reduced the French 
power in this province. In order to adjust the points that 
required discussion, the select committee for the company's 
affairs appointed Mr. Watts, who had been released from 
his former imprisonment, as their commissary at the court 
of the suba, to whom he was personally known, as well as 
to his ministers, among whom he had acquired a consider- 
able influence. Nothing less could have balanced the in- 
terest which the French, by their art of intriguing, had 
raised among the favourites of the viceroy. While Mr. 
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1757. Watts was employed at Muxadavad, in couaterHrorkiqg 
* those intrigues, and keeping the suba steady to hia e»> 
gagenientSi the admiral and Mr. Clive resolved to avail 
themselves of their armament in attacking the French 
ttements in Bengal. The chief object of their designs 
the reduction of Chandernagorei situated higher up the 
river than Calcutta, of considerable strengthi and the chief 
in importance of any possessed by that nation in the bay. 
Colonel Clive, being reinforced by three hundred men 
from Bombay, began his march to Chandernagore, at the 
head of seven hundred Europeans and one thousand UM 
hundred Indians, where, on his first arrival, be took pes* 
session of ail the outposts, except one redoubt, mounted 
with eight pieces of cannon, which he left to be ailenced 
by the admiral. On the eighteenth of March the admirals 
Watson and Pococke arrived within two miles of ths 
French settlement, with the Kent, Tiger, and Salisbuiy 
men of war, and found their passage obstructed by boosas 
laid across the river, and several vessels sunk in the chaii* 
nel. These difficulties being removed, they advanced 
early on the twenty-fourth, and drew up in a line before 
the fort, which they battered with great fury for three 
hours ; while colonel Clive was making his approaches on 
the land side, and playing vigorously from the batteries 
he had raised. Their united efforts soon obliged tbt 
enemy to submission. A flsg of truce was waved over the 
walls, and the place surrendered by capitulation. The 
keys were delivered to captain Latham, of the Tiger; 
and in the afternoon colonel Clive, with the king's troopsi 
took possession. Thus the reduction of a strong fortress, 
garrisoned by five hundred Europeans and one thousand 
two hundred Indians, defended by one hundred and tweo* 
ty-three pieces of cannon and three mortars, well provided 
with all kinds of stores and necessaries, and of very great 
importance to the enemy's commerce in India, was accom^ 
plished with a loss not exceeding forty men on the side of 
the conquerors. By the treaty of capitulation, the direc- 
tor, counsellors, and inferior servants of the settlement, 
were allowed to depart with their wearing apparel; the 
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Jesuits were. pemiiCted to take away their church orna- 1757. 
ments, and the natives to remain in the full exertion of 
their liberties; but the garrison were to continue prisoners 
of war. The goods and money found in the place were 
considerable ; but the principal advantage arose from the 
ruin of the head settlement of the enemy on the Ganges, 
which could not but interfere with the English commerce 
in these parts. 

XXIV. Success had hitherto attended all the opera- 
tions of the British commanders, because they were con* 
certed with foresight and unanimity, and executed with 
that vigour and spirit which deservedly raised them high 
in the esteem of their country. They reduced the nabob 
to reasonable terms of accommodation before they alarmed 
the French; and now the power of the latter was de- 
stroyed, they entered upon measures to oblige the treach- 
erous viceroy to a strict performance of the treaty he had 
so lately signed. However specious his promises were, 
they found him extremely dilatory in the execution of se^ 
veral articles of the treaty, which, in eflfeot, was the same 
to the English commerce as if none had been concluded. 
The company's goods were loaded with high duties, and 
several other infractions of the peace committed, upon 
such frivolous pretences, as evidently demonstrated that 
he sought to come to an open rupture as soon as his pro- ' 
jects were ripe for execution. In a wordi he discovered 
all along a manifest partiality to the French, whose emis- 
saries cajoled him with promises that he should be joined 
by such a body of their European troops, under M. de 
Bussy, as would enable him to crush the power of the 
English, whom they had taught him to fear and to hate. 
As recommencing hostilities against so powerful a prince 
was in itself dangerous, and, if possible, to be avoided, the 
affair was laid before the council of Calcutta, and can- 
vassed with all the circumspection and caution that a mea- 
sure required, on which depended the fate of the whole 
trade of Bengal. Mr. Watts, from time to time, sent them 
intelligence of every transaction in the suba's cabinet; and 
although that prince publicly declared he would cause him 
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1757. to be impaled as soon as the English troops should be pat 
"""■"^ in motion within the kingdom of Bengal, he bravely sacri- 
ficed his own safety to the interest of the company, and 
exhorted them to proceed with vigour in the military ope^ 
ations. During these deliberations, a most fortunate in- 
cident occurred, that soon determined the council to come 
to an open rupture. The leading persons in the viceroy's 
court found themselves oppressed by his haughtiness and 
insolence. The same spirit of discontent appeared among 
the principal officers of his army: they were vrell ac- 
quainted with his perfidy, saw his preparations for war, 
and were sensible that the peace of the country could 
never be restored, unless either the English were expelled, 
or the nabob deposed. In consequence, a plan was con- 
certed for divesting him of all his power ; and the conspi- 
racy was conducted by Jaffier Ali Khan, his prime minister 
and chief commander, a nobleman of great influence and 
authority in the province. The project was communicated 
by Ali Khan to Mr. Watts, and so improved by the ad- 
dress of that gentleman, as in a manner to ensure success. 
A treaty was actually concluded between this Meer Jaffier 
Ali Khan and the English company; and a plan concerted 
with this nobleman and the other malcontents for tbdr 
defection from the viceroy. These previous measures be- 
ing taken, colonel Clive was ordered to take the field with 
his little army. Admiral Watson undertook the defence 
of Chandernagore, and the garrison was detached to rem- 
force the colonel, together with fifty seamen to be employed 
as gunners, and in directing the artillery. Then Mr. Watts, 
deceiving the suba s spies, by whom he was surrounded, 
withdrew himself from Muxadavad, and reached the Eng- 
lish camp in safety. On the nineteenth of June, a detach- 
ment was sent to attack Cutwa fort and town, situated on 
that branch of the river forming the island of Cassimbuzar. 
This place surrendered at the first summons ; and here 
the colonel halted with the army for three days, expecting 
advices from Ali Khan. Disappointed of the hoped-ibr 
intelligence, he crossed the river, and marched to Plaissey, 
where he encamped. On the twenty-third, at daybreak^ 
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the suba advanced to attack him, at the head of fifteen 1757. 
thousand horse and near thirty thousand infantry, with 
about forty pieces of heavy cannon, conducted and ma- 
naged by French gunners, on whose courage and dexterity 
he placed great dependence. They began to cannonade 
the English camp about six in the morning ; but a severe 
shower falling at noon, they withdrew their artillery. Co- 
lonel Clive seized this opportunity to take possession of a 
tank and two other posts of consequence, which they in 
vain endeavoured to retake. Then he stormed an angle 
of their camp, covered with a double breastwork, together 
with an eminence which they occupied. At the beginning 
of this attack, some of their chiefs being slain, the men 
were so dispirited, that they soon gave way; but still Meer 
JaflSer Ali Khan, who commanded the left wing, forbore 
declaring himself openly. After a short contest, the enemy 
were put to flight, the nabob's camp, baggage, and fifty 
pieces of cannon, were taken, and a most complete victory 
obtained. The colonel, pursuing his advantage, marched 
to Muxadavad, the capital of the province, and was there 
joined by Ali Khan and the malcontents. It was before 
concerted, that this nobleman should be invested with the 
dignity of nabob ; accordingly, the colonel proceeded so- 
lemnly to depose Surajah Dowlat, and with the same ce- 
remony to substitute Ali Khan in his room, who was pub- 
licly acknowledged by the people as suba, or viceroy, of 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. Soon after, 
the late viceroy was taken, and put to death by his suc- 
cessor, who readily compUed with all the conditions of his 
elevation. He conferred on his allies very liberal rewards, 
and granted the company such extraordinary privileges, 
as fully demonstrated how justly he merited their assist- 
ance. By this alliance, and the reduction of Chanderna- 
gore, the French were entirely excluded the commerce of 
Bengal and its dependencies ; the trade of the English 
company was restored, and increased beyond their most 
sanguine hopes ; a new ally was acquired, whose interest 
obliged him to remain firm to his engagements; avast sum 
was paid to the company and the sufferers at Calcutta, to 
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1757. indemnify them for dieir losses ; the soldien and seamen 
irere gratified with six hundred thousand pounds^ as a ft* 
ward for the courage and intrepidity they exerted ; and i 
variety of other advantages' gained, which it would be ua* 
necessary to enumerate. In a word, in the space of foi0» 
teen days a great revohition was efiectedi and the goretih 
ment of a vast country, superior in wealth, fertility, exteol; 
and number of inhabitants, to most European kingdam, 
transferred by a handful of troops, conducted by an oflker 
untutored in the art of war, and a general rather by intni* 
tion than instruction and experience. But the puWc jof 
at these signal successes was considerably dinuniahed bjr 
the death of admiral Watson, and the loss of Vizagapataiii 
an English settlement on the Coromandel coast The sd> 
miral fell a victim to the unwholesomeness of the climsls^ 
on the sixteenth of August, universally esteemed and re- 
gretted; and the factory and fort at Vizagapatam wen 
surrendered to the French, a few days after colonel Clift 
had defeated the nabob. 

XXV. We now turn oor eyes to the continent of £u« 
rope, where we see the beginning of the year marked widi 
a striking instance of the dreadfol effects of frantic enthu- 
siasm. France had long enjoyed a monarch, easy^ com- 
plying, good-natured, and averse to all that wore tlM 
appearance of business or war. Contented with the pleip 
cures of indolence, he sought no greatness beyond wbit 
he enjoyed, nor pursued any ambitious aim through tbt 
dictates of his own disposition. Of all men on eardi, 
such a prince had the greatest reason to expect an eir 
emption from plots against his person, and cabals among 
his subjects ; yet was an attempt made upon his life by s 
man, who, though placed in the lowest sphere of fortune, 
had resolution to face the greatest dangers, and enth«s»> 
asm sufficient to sustain, without shrinking, all the to^ 
tures which tlie cruelty of man could invent, or his crimes 
render necessary. The name of this fanatic was Robert 
Francis Damien, born in the suburb of St. Catharine, ia 
the city of Arras. He had lived in the service of several 
families, whence he was generally dismissed on account of 
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the impatience, the melancholy, and suUenness of his dis- 17S7. 
position. So humble was the station of a person who 
was resoWed to step forth from obscurity, and, by one 
deifperate effort, draw upon himself the attention of aH 
Europe. On the fifth day of January, as the king was 
stepping into his coach, to return to Trianon, whence he 
bad that day come to Versailles, Damien, mingling among 
his attendants, stabbed him with a knife on the right 
side, between the fourth and fifth ribs. His majesty, ap- 
plying his hand immediately to his side, cried out, '^ I am 
wounded ! Seiaie him ; but do not hurt him.*' Happily, 
the wound was not dangerous ; as the knife, taking an 
oblique direction, missed the vital parts. As for the as« 
sassin, be made no attempts to escape ; but suffering him- 
self quietly to be seized, was conveyed to the guard-room, 
where, being interrogated if he committed the horrid ac- 
tion, he boldly answered in the affirmative. A process 
against him was uistantly commenced at Versailles : many 
persons, supposed accessaries to the design upon the 
king*8 life, were sent to the Bastile ; the assassin himself 
was put to the torture, and the most excruciating torments 
were applied, with intention to extort a confession of the 
reasons that could induce him to so execrable an attempt 
upon his sovereign. Incisions were made into the mus- 
cular parts of his legs, arms, and thighs, into which boil- 
ing oil was poured. Every refinement on cruelty, that 
human invention could suggest, was practised without 
effect: nothing could overcome his obstinacy; and his 
silence was construed into a presumption, that he must 
have had accomplices in the plot. To render his punish- 
ment more public and conspicuous, he was removed to 
Parb, there to undergo a repetition of all his former tor- 
tures, with such additional circumstances, as the most fer- 
tile and cruel dispositions could devise for increasing his 
misery and torment. Being conducted to the Concier- 
gerie, an iron bed, which likewise served for a chair, was 
prepared for him, and to this he was fastened with chains. 
The torture was again applied, and a physician ordered 
to attend to see what degree of pain he could support. 
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1767. Nothing, however, material was extorted; for what he 
one moment confessed, he recanted the next. It is not 
within our province (and we consider it as a felicity) to 
relate all the circumstances of 'this cruel and tragjcd 
event. Sufficient it is, that, after suffering the most 
exquisite torments that human nature could invent, or 
man support, his judges thought proper to terminate his 
misery by a death shocking to imagination, and shameful 
to humanity. On the twenty-eighth day of March he was 
conducted, amidst a vast concourse of the populace, to 
the Grreve, the common place of execution, stripped 
naked, and fastened to the scaffold by iron gyves. One 
of his hands was then burnt in liquid flaming sulphur; 
his thighs, legs, and arms, were torn with red hot 
pincers; boiling oil, melted lead, resin, and sulphur, 
were ][>oured into the wounds ; tight ligatures tied round 
his Hmbs to prepare him for dismemberment ; young and 
vigorous horses applied to the draft, and the unhappy 
criminal pulled, with all their force, to the utmost exten- 
sion of his sinews, for the space of an hour ; during all 
which time he preserved his senses and constancy. At 
length the physician and surgeon attending declared, it 
would be impossible to accomplish the dismemberment, 
unless the tendons were separated; upon which orders 
were given to the executioner to cut the sinews at the 
joints of the arms and legs. The horses drew afresh : a 
thigh and an arm were separated, and after several pulls, 
the unfortunate wretch expired under the extremity of 
pain. His body and limbs were reduced to ashes under 
the scaffold ; his father, wife, daughter, and family, ban- 
ished the kingdom for ever ; the name of Damien effaced 
and obliterated, and the innocent involved in the punbh- 
ment of the guilty. Thus ended the procedure against 
Damien and his family, in a manner not very favourable 
to the avowed clemency of Lewis, or the acknowledged 
humanity of the French nation. It appeared from un- 
doubted evidence, that the attempt on the king*s life was 
the result of insanity, and a disturbed imagination. Seve- 
ral instances of a disordered mind had before been ob- 
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served in his conduct ; and the detestation justly due to 1757. 
the enormity of his crime ought now to have been ab- 
sorbed in the consideration of his misfortune, the greatest 
that can befal human nature. 

XXYI. Another remarkable event in France, in the be- 
ginning of this year, was the change in the ministry of that 
nation, by the removal of M. de Machault, keeper of the 
seals, from the post of secretary of state for the marine ; and 
of M. d'Argenson from that of secretary at war. Their 
dismission was sudden and unexpected ; nor was any par- 
ticular reason assigned for this very unexpected alteration. 
The French king, to show the queen of Hungary how 
judiciously she had acted in forming an alliance with the 
bouse of Bourbon, raised two great armies ; the first of 
which, composed of nearly eighty thousand men, the 
flower of the French troops, with a large train of artil- 
lery, was commanded by M. d'Etrees, a general of great 
reputation ; under whom served M. de Contades, M. Che- 
vert, and the count de St. Germain, all officers of high 
character. This formidable army passed the Rhine early 
in the spring, and marched by Westphalia, in order to 
invade the king of Prussia's dominions, in quality of allies 
to the empress queen, and guardians of the liberties of 
the empire. But their real view was to invade Hanover, 
a scheme wluch they knew would make a powerful diver- 
sion of. the British force from the prosecution of the war 
in other parts of the world, where the strength of France 
could not be fully exerted, and where their most valuable 
interests were at stake. They flattered themselves, more- 
over, that the same blow, by which they hoped to crush 
ihe king of Prussia, might likewise force his Britannic 
majesty into some concessions with regard to America. 
The other army of the French, commanded by the prince 
de Soubise, was destined to strengthen the imperial army 
of execution, consisting of twenty- five thousand men, 
besides six thousand Bavarians, and four thousand Wir- 
tembergers. But before these troops, under Soubise, 
passed the Rhine, they made themselves masters of seve- 
ral places belonging to the king of Prussia upon the bor- 
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1767. dert of the Low Countries*; whilst a detachment ft 
d'Etr^es* army seiafied upon the town of Embden, and 
whatever else belonged to the same monarch in £ait 
Friesland. 

XX VU. At the close of the last campaign, the king of 
Prussia, having gained a petty advantage over the impe* 
rialists under the command of mareschal Brown, and in- 
corporated into his own troops a great part of the Saxon 
army taken prisoners at Pirna, as was observed before^ 
retired into winter quarters until the season should per- 
mit him to improve these advantages. His migesty and 
mareschal Keith wintered in Saxony, having their canton- 
ments between Pirna and the frontier along the EUbe; 
and mareschal Schwerin, returning into Silesia, look up 
his quarters in the country of Glatz. In the mean tinier 
the empress queen, finding the force which she bad sent 
out against the king of Prussia was not sufficient to pre* 
vent his designs, made the necessary requisition to her 
allies, for the auxiliaries they had engaged to furnish, b 
consequence of these requisitions, the czarina, true to her 
engagements, despatched above an hundred thousand of 
her troops, who began their march in the month of No- . 
vember, and proceeded to the borders of Lithuania, with 
design particularly to invade Ducal Prussia, whilst a 
strong fleet was equipped in the Baltic, to aid the opera- 
tions of this numerous army. The Austrian army, asae» 
bled in Bohemia, amounted to upwards of fourscore thou* 
sand men, commanded by prince Charles of Lorraine and 
mareschal Brown. The Swedes had not yet openly de* 
clared themselves; but it was well known, that though 
their king was allied in blood and inclination to hia Pros* 
sian majesty, yet the jealousy which the senate of Swedes 
entertained of their sovereign, and the hope of recovering 
their ancient possessions in Pomerania, by means of the 
present troubles, together with their old attachment to 
France, newly cemented by intrigues and subsidies, would 

* The king of Prussia had withdrawn bis gariisoD from CUves, not wiihoiit 
suspicion of naviog purposely left this door open to the enemy, that their irmp- 
tioo into Germany might hasten the resolutions of the Utitiih mioittry. 
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certainly induce them to join the general confisderacy. i757. 
The duke of Mecklenburg took the same party, and 
agreed to join the Swedish army, when it should be as* 
sembled, with six thousand men. Besddes all these pre- 
parations against the king of Prussia, he was, in his qua- 
lity of elector of Brandenburg, put under the ban of the 
empire by the Aulic council ; declared deprived of all his 
rights, privileges, and prerogatives; his fiefs were es- 
cheated into the excliequer of the empire ; and all the 
circles accordingly ordered to furnish their respective 
contingencies for putting this sentence in execution. 

XXVIU. In this dangerous situation, thus menaced on 
all sides, and seemingly on the very brink of inevitable 
destruction, the Prussian monarch owed his preservation 
to bis own courage and activity. The Russians, knowing 
that the country they were to pass through on tlieir way 
to Lithuania would not be able to subsist their prodigious 
numbers, had taken care to furnish themselves with pro- 
vifiions for their march, depending upon the resources 
they expected to find in Lithuania after their arrival in 
that country. These provisions were exhausted by the 
time they reached the borders of that province, where 
they found themselves suddenly and uqexpectedly desti- 
tute of subsistence, either to return back or to proceed 
forward. The king of Prussia had, with great prudence 
and foresight, secured plenty to himself, and distress and 
fiEunine to his enemies, by buying up all the com and 
forage of the country which these last were entering. 
Notwithstanding these precautions, his Prussian majesty, 
to guard as much as could be against every possible event, 
sent a great number of gunners and matrosses from Pome- 
rania to Memel, with three regiments of his troops, to 
reinforce the garrison of that place. He visited all the 
posts which his troops possessed in Silesia, and gave the 
necessary orders for dieir security. He repaired to Neisse, 
where he settled with mareschal Schwerin the general 
plan of die operations of the approaching campaign. 
There it was agreed, that the maresehal's army in Sile- 
aia, whieh consisted of fifty thousand men, should have in 
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1767. constant Tiew the motions of the royal anny, by which its 
own were to be regulated, that they might both act m 
concert, as circumstances should require. At the samt 
time, other armies were assembled by the king of Prom 
in Lusatia and Voigtland; twenty thousand men weR 
collected at Zwickaw, on the frontiers of Bohemia, to- 
wards Egra, under the command of prince Maurice of 
Anhalt-Dessau ; and sixty thousand chosen troops began 
their march towards Great Zeidlitz, where their head 
quarters were settled. In the mean while, the Aiiatriao 
troops began to form on the frontiers of Saxony, where 
some of their detachments appeared, to watch the iim>- 
tions of the Prussians, who still continued to pursue thev 
operations with great activity and resolution. All poasiUe 
care was taken by the Prussians at Dresden to secure a 
retreat, in case of* a defeat. As only one regiment of 
Prussians could be spared to remain there in ganisoo, 
the burghers were disarmed, their arms deposited in the 
arsenal, and a detachment was posted at Konigstein, to 
oblige that fortress to observe a strict neutrality. All 
correspondence with the enemy was strictly prohibited: 
and it having been discovered that the countess of Ogit 
vie, one of the queen's maids of honour, had disobeyed 
his majesty's commands, she was arrested ; but, on the 
queen's intercession, afterwards released. The counteii 
of Bruhl, lady of the Saxon prime minister, was alio 
arrested by his Prussian majesty's order; and, on her 
making light of her confinement, and resolving to see 
company, she was ordered to quit the court, and retirs 
from Saxony. M. Henwin, the French minister, was toU 
that his presence was unnecessary at Dresden; and on 
his replying, that his master had commanded him to stay, 
he was again desired to depart; on which he thought 
proper to obey. The count de Wackerbath, minister of 
the cabinet, and grand master of the household of the 
prince royal of Poland, was arrested, and conducted to 
Custrin, by the express command of his majesty. The 
king of Prussia, having thrown two bridges over the Elbe 
early in the spring, ordered the several districts of the 



G£ORGE THE SECOND. 115 

dectorate of Saxony to supply him with a great number f767. 
of waggonsi each drawn by four horses. The circles of ' 

Misnia and Leipsic were enjoined to furnish four hundred 
each, and the other circles in proportion. 

XXIX. While the king of Prussia was taking these 
measures in Saxony, two skirmishes happened on the 
frontiers of Bohemia, between his troops and the Aus- 
trians. On the twentieth of February, a body of six 
thousand Austrians surrounded the Uttle town of Hirsch- 
feld, in Upper Lusatia, garrisoned by a battalion of Prus- 
sian foot. The first attack was made at four in the morn- 
ing, on two redoubts without the gates, each of which was 
defended by two field pieces : and though the Austriatis 
were seyeral times repulsed, they at last made themselves 
masters of one of the redoubts, and carried off the two 
pieces of cannon. In their retreat they were pursued by 
the Prussians, who fell upon their rear, killed some, and 
took many prisoners: this affair cost the Austrians at 
least five hundred men. About a fortnight after, the 
prince of Bevern marched out of Zittau, with a body of 
near nine thousand men, in order to destroy the remain- 
ing strong holds possessed by the Austrians on the fron- 
tiers. In this expedition he took the Austrian magazine 
at Friedland in Bohemia, consisting of nine thousand 
sacks of meal, and great store of ammunition ; and, after 
making himself master of Reichenberg, he returned to 
Zittau. The van of his troops, consisting of a hundred 
and fifty hussars of the regiment of Putkammer,. met with 
a body of six hundred Croats, sustained by two hundred 
Austrian dragoons of Bathiania, at their entering Bohe- 
mia; and immediately fell upon them sword in hand, killed 
about fifty, took thirty horses, and made ten dragoons 
prisoners. The Prussians, it is said, did not lose a single 
man on this occasion ; and two soldiers only were slightly 
wounded, the Austrians having made but a slight re- 
sistance. 

XXX. Whatever the conduct of the court of Vienna 
Blight have been to the allies of Great Britain, still, how- 
ever, proper regard was shown to the subjects of this 

i2 
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1767. crown : for an edict was published ai Flonence on die 
thirteenth of February^ wherein hia imperial majeaCj) ai 
grand duke of Tuscany, declared his intention of ofaaerF- 
ing the most scrupulous neutrality in the then aitiutioi 
of a£rair8. All the ports in that duchy were acoordin^ 
enjoined to pay a strict regard to this deelaration» m afl 
cases relating to the French or English ships in the Me- 
diterranean. The good effects of this injunctioo soon ap» 
peared; for two prizes taken by the English baviagpot 
into Porto Ferraro» the captains of two French privatetn 
addressed themselves to the governor^ alleging, that dwy 
were captures of a pirate^ and requesting that tbey im|ht 
be obliged to put to sea : but the governor prudentJgr 10* 
plied, that, as they came in under English colours, ht 
would protect them ; and forbade the privateem, at Ihcir 
. peril, to commit any violence. They, however^ little m* 
giurding the governor*s orders, prepared for sailiogi and 
sent their boats to cut out one of the prices. The cap 
tain, firing at their boats, killed one of their men, whiob 
idamun^ the sentinels, notice was sent to the govemoTt 
and he, in consequence, ordered the two privateers inune* 
diately to depart. The conduct of the Dutch was ratb^ 
cautious than spirited. Whilst his Prussian migesty wsi 
employed on the side of Bohemia and Saxony, the Frendi 
auxiliaries began their march to harass his defeooekas 
territories in the neighbourhood of the Low Couoiriiii 
A free passage was demanded of the states-geittcsl 
through Namur and Maestricht, for the proviaiona* ai^ 
munition, and artillery belonging to this new army ; atid 
though the English ambassador remonstrated against 
their compliance, and represented it as a breach of the 
neutrality their high mightinesses declared they would 
observe, yet, after some hesitation, the demand wss 
granted ; and their inability to prevent the passage of the 
French troops, should it be attempted by force, pleadei 
in excuse of their conduct. 

XXXI. Scarcely had the French army> commanded by 
the prince de Soubise, set foot in the territories of Julisn 
and Cologne, when they found themselves in possessioo 
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of the duchy of Cloves and the county of Mareky where 1757. 
all things #ere left open to them, the Prussians, who eva- — — 
cuated their posts, taking their route along the river 
Lippe, in order to join some regiments from Magdeburg, 
who were sent to faciUtate their retreat. The distressed 
ifihabitants, thus exposed to the calamities of war from an 
unprovoked enemy, were instantly ordered to iturnish con- 
tributions, forage, and provisions for the use of their in^ 
vaders ; and^ what was still more terrifying to them, the 
partisan Fischer, whose cruelties the last war they still 
femembered with horror, was again let loose upon them 
by the inhumanity of the empress queen. Wesel was im-* 
mediately occupied by the French : Emmerick and Ma* 
aeyk soon shared the same fate ; and the city of Gueldree 
was besieged, the Prussians seeming resolved to defend 
this last place : to which end they opened the sluices, and • 
laid the country under water. Those who retreated,, 
ffling off to the north-west of Paderbom, entered the 
eounty of Ritberg, the property of count Caunitz Rit^ 
berg, great chancellor to the empress queen. After 
taking his castle, in which they found thirty pieces of 
cannon, they raised contributions in the district to the 
aoEiount of forty thousand crowns. As the Prussians re- 
tffed, the French took possession of the country tb^ 
quitted in the name of the empress queen, whose commie- 
aary attended them for that purpose. The genend ren-* 
dezvous of these troops, under prince Soubise, was ap« 
pointed at Neuss, in the electorate of Cologne, where a 
large body of French was assembled by the first of April* 
The Austrians, in their turn, were not idle. Mareschel 
Brown visited the fortifications of Brinn and Konings- 
grata; reviewed the army of the late prince Picolomini, 
now under the command of general Serbelloni ; and put 
his own army in march for Kostlitz on the Elbe, where 
be proposed to establish his head quarters. 

XXXII. During the recess of the armies, while the 
rigours of winter forced them to suspend their hostile 
operations, and the greatest preparations were making to 
open the campaign with all possible vigour, count Bestur 
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1767. chefiy great chancellor of Russia, wrote a circular letter to 
■~""" the primate, senators, and ministers of the republic of Po- 
landi setting forth, *' that the empress of Russia was ex- 
tremely affected with the king of Poland's distress, which 
she thought could not but excite the compassion of all 
other powers, but more especially of his allies : that the 
fatal consequences which might result from the rash step 
taken by the king of Prussia, not only with respect to the 
tranquillity of Europe in general, but of each power in 
particular, and more especially of the neighbouring coun- 
tries, were so evident, that the interest and aafety of 
the several princes rendered it absolutely necessary diey 
should make it a common cause ; not only to obtain pro- 
per satisfaction for those courts whose dominions had 
been so unjustly attacked, but likewise to prescribe such 
• bounds to the king of Prussia, as might secure them from 
^ any future apprehensions from so enterprising and restless 

a neighbour : that with this view, the empress was deter- 
mined to assist the king of Poland with a considerable 
body of troops, which were actually upon their march^ 
under the command of general Apraxin; and that, as 
there would be an absolute necessity for their marching 
through part of the territories of Poland, her imperial am- 
jesty hoped the republic would not fail to facilitate their 
march as much as possible. ** She further recommended to 
the republic, to take some salutary measures for frustrat- 
ing the designs of the king of Prussia, and restoring har- 
mony among themselves, as the most conducive measure 
to these good purposes. In this, however, the Poles were 
so far from following her advice, that, though sure of 
being sacrificed in this contest, which side soever pre- 
vailed, they divided into parties with no less zeal« than if 
they had as much to hope from the prevalence of one 
side, as to fear from that .of the other. Some of the pa- 
latines were for denying a passage to the Russians, and 
others were for affording them the utmost assistance, in 
their power. With this cause of contention, others of a 

•» This letter was written in December ; and the Russians, as we obyerved 
before, began their march in November. 
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more private nature fatally concurred^ by means of a mis- 1767. 
understanding between the prince Czartorinski and count 
Mnisnec. Almost every inhabitant of Warsaw was in- 
volved in the quarrel ; and the violence of these factions 
was so greats that scarce a night passed without blood- 
shed ; many dead bodies, chiefly Saxons, being found in 
the streets every morning. 

XXXIII. In the mean time, Great Britain, utisettled 
in her ministry and councils at home, unsuccessful in her 
attempts abroad, judging peace, if it could be obtained on 
just and honourable terms, more eligible than a conti- 
nental war, proposed several expedients to the empress 
queen for restoring the tranquillity of Germany ; but her 
answer was, " that, whenever she perceived that the ex- 
pedients proposed would indemnify her for the extraordi- 
nary expenses she had incurred in her own defence, re- 
pair the heavy losses sustained by her ally the king of 
Poland, and a£rord a proper security for their future 
safety, she would be ready to give the same proofs she 
had always given of her desire to restore peace ; but it 
could not be expected she should listen to expedients, of 
which the king of Prussia was to reap the whole ad- 
vantage, after having begun the war, and wasted the do- 
minions of a prince, who relied for his security upon the 
faith of treaties, and the appearance of harmony between 
them." Upon the receipt of this answer, the court of 
Londoii made several proposals to the czarina, to inter- 
pose as mediatrix between the courts of Vienna and 
Berlin ; but they were rejected with marks of displeasure 
and resentment. When sir Charles Hanbury Williams, 
the British ambassador, continued to urge his solicitations 
very sti^ongly, and even with some hints of menaces, an 
answer was delivered to him by order of the empress, 
purporting, " that her imperial majesty was astonished at 
his demand, after he had already been made acquainted 
with the measures she had taken to effect a reconciliation 
between the courts of Vienna and Berlin. He might 
easily conceive, as matters were then situated, that the 
earnestness with which he now urged the same proposi- 
tion must necessarily surprise her imperial majesty, as it 
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rm. showed bnt bttlo regard to her former deohurolion. The 
empress, therefore^ conmanded his exceUency to bm Hii, 
that as her intentions contained in her first ancwer M- 
nained absolutely inTariable, no ukerior propoflitboi 
for a mediation would be listened to : and that as for die 
menaces made use of by his excellencyi and parlicolarijF 
that the king of Prussia himself woald soon attack Cht 
Russian arroyi such threats serred only to weaken the 
ambassador's proposals; to confirm stili mcyre, wen it 
possible, the empress in her resolutions ; to juatify tiitla 
to the whole world, and to render the king af PruMia 
more blameable.*' 

XXXIV. The season now drawing on in whfch the 
troops of the contending powers would be able to take the 
field, and the alarming progress of the Russians befaig" hap- 
pily stopped, his Prussian majesty, whose maxim it bM» 
always been to keep the seat of war as far as possible from 
hb own dominions, resolved to carry it into Bohemia, and 
there to attack the Austrians on all sides. To this end he 
ordered his armies in Saxony, Misnia, Lusatia, and Silesia, 
to enter Bohemia in four different and opposite pbices, 
nearly at the same time. The first of these he commanded 
in person, assisted by mareschal Keith; the second was 
led by prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessaa, the thitd hf 
prince Ferdinand of Brunswick-Bevern, and the fourth 
by mareschal Schwerin. In consequence of this plan, 
mareschal Schwerin's army entered Bohemia on the eigh* 
teenth of April in five columns at as many difierent plaow« 
The design was so well concerted, that the Austrians had 
not the least suspicion of their approach till they wef0 
past the frontiers, and then they filled the dangerous defile 
of Gulder-Oels with Pandours, to dispute that paasagii 
but they were no sooner discovered, than two iMittalions 
of Prussian grenadiers attacked them with their bayonets 
fixed, and routed them. The prince of Anhalt passed 
the frontiers from Misnia, and penetrated into Bohemia 
on the twenty-first of April without any resistance. The 
prince of Bevem, on the twentieth of the same month, hav- 
ing marched at the head of a body of the army whi^ was 
m Lusatia, from the quarters of cantonment near Zktca, 
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possessed himself immediately of Che first post on tho 1757. 
firontier of Bohemia, at Krouttau and Grasenstein, with- 
out the loss of a single man ; drove away the enemy the 
same day from Kratzen, and proceeded to Machendorf, 
near Reichenberg. The same morning Pntkammer's has- 
sars, who formed part of a corps commanded by a colonel 
and major, routed some hundreds of the enemy's cuiras- 
siers, posted before Cochlin, under the omduot of prince 
Lichtenstein, took three officers and upwards of sixty 
horse prisoners, and so dispersed the rest, that they were 
scarcely able to rally near Kratzen. Night coming on 
obliged the troops to remain in the open air till the next 
morning, when at break of day the Prussians marched in 
two columns by Habendorf, towards the enemy's army, 
amounting to twenty-eight thousand men, commanded by 
count Konigseg, and posted near Reichenberg, As soon 
as the troops were formed, they advanced towards the 
enemy's cavalry, drawn up in three lines of about thirty 
squadrons. The two wings were sustained by the in- 
fantry, which was posted among felled trees and entrench- 
ments. The Prussians immediately cannonaded the ene> 
my's cavalry, who received it with resolution, having on 
their right hand a village, and on their left a wood, where 
they had entrenched themselves. But the prince of Be- 
vern having caused fifteen squadrons of dragoons of the 
second line to advance, and the wood on his right to be 
attacked at the same time by the battalions of grenadiers 
of Kahlden and of Moellendorf, and by the regiment of 
the prince of Prussia, his dragoons, who, by clearing the 
ground, and possessing the entrenchment, had tlieir flanks 
covered, entirely routed the enemy's cavalry. In the 
mean time colonel Putkammer and major Schenfeld, with 
their hussars, though flanked by the enemy's artillery, 
gave the Austrian horse grenadiers a very warm recep- 
tion, whilst general Lestewitz, with the left wing of the 
Prussians, attacked the redoubts that covered Reichen- 
berg. Though there were many defiles and rising grounds 
to pass, all occupied by the Austrians, yet the regiment 
of Darmstadt forced the redoubt, and put to flight and 



128 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1767. pursued the enemy, after some discharge of their artillery 
^^""^ and small arms^ from one eminence to anothetf for the 
distance of a mile, when they left off the pursuit. The 
action began at half an hour after six, and continued till 
eleven. About one thousand of the Austrians were killed 
and wounded ; among the former were general Porporati 
and count Hohenfelds ; and among the latter, prince Lick* 
tenstein and count Mansfeld. Twenty of their officers 
and four hundred soldiers were taken prisoners, and 
they also lost three standards. On the side of the Prus- 
sians, seven subalterns and about an hundred men were 
killed, and sixteen officers and an hundred and fifty men 
wounded. After this battle, mareschal Schwerin joined 
the prince of Bevern, made himself master of the greatest 
part of the circle of Buntzlau, and took a considerable 
magazine from the Austrians, whom he dislodged. The 
prince of Anhalt-Dessau, with his corps, drew near the 
king of Prussia's army ; then the latter advanced as far as 
Budin, from whence the Austrians, who had an advan- 
tageous camp there, retired to Westwarn, half way be- 
tween Budin and Prague ; and his Prussian majesty hav- 
ing passed the Egra, his army and that of mareschal 
Schwerin were so situated as to be able to act jointly. 

XXXV. These advantages were but a prelude to a 
much more decisive victory, which the king himself gained 
a few days after. Preparing to enter Bohemia, at a dis- 
tance from any of the corps commanded by his generals^ 
he made a movement as if he had intended to march 
towards Egra. The enemy, deceived by this feint, and 
imagining he was going to execute some design distinct 
from the object of other armies, detached a body of twenty 
thousand men to observe his motions; then he made a 
sudden and masterly movement to the left, by which he 
cut off all communication between that detachment and 
the main army of the Austrians, which having been rein- 
forced by the army of Moravia, by the remains of the 
corps lately defeated by the duke of Bevern, and by 
several regiments of the garrison of Prague, amounted to 
near a hundred thousand men. They were strongly en- 
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trenched on the banks of the M oldaw, to the north of 1757. 
Prague, m a camp so fortified by every advantage of ' ' 
nature, and every contrivance of art, as to be deemed 
almost impregnable. The left wing of the Austrians, thus 
situated, was guarded by the mountains of Ziscka, and 
the right extended as far as Herboholi : prince Charles 
of Lorraine and mareschal Brown, who commanded them, 
seemed determined to maintain this advantageous post; 
but the king of Prussia overlooked all difficulties. Hav- 
ing thrown several bridges over the Moldaw on the fifth 
of May, he passed that river on the morning of the sixth, 
with thirty thousand men, leaving the rest of the army 
under the command of the prince of Anhalt-Dessau ; and 
being immediately joined by the troops under mareschal 
Schwerin and the prince of Bevem, resolved to attack 
the enemy on the same day. In consequence of this reso- 
lution, his army filed off on the left by Potschernitz ; and 
at the same time count Brown wheeled to the right, to 
avoid being flanked. The Prussians continued their 
march to Bichwitz, traversing several defiles and mo- 
rasses, which for a little time separated the infantry from 
the rest of the army. The foot began the attack too pre- 
cipitately, and were at first repulsed, but they soon reco- 
vered themselves. While the king of Prussia took the 
enemy in flank, mareschal Schwerin advanced to a marshy 
ground, which suddenly stopping his army, threatened to 
disconcert the whole plan of operation. In this emer- 
gency, he immediately dismounted, and taking the stand- 
ard of the regiment in his hand, boldly entered the morass, 
crying out, '* Let all brave Prussians follow me.*' In- 
spired by the example of this great commander, now 
eighty-two yf ars of age, all the troops pressed forward ; 
and though he was unfortunately killed by the first fire, 
their ardour abated not till they had totally defeated the 
enemy. Thus fell mareschal Sjhwerin, loaded with years 
and glory, an officer whose superior talents in the military 
art had been displayed in a long course of faithfiil service. 
In the mean time, the Prussian infantry, which had been 
separated in the march, forming themselves afresh, re- 



184 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1757. newed the attack on the enemy's righti and entirely broke 
"■" it| while their caralry, after three charges^ obliged that of 
the Austrians to retire in great confuaion, the centre bekig 
at the same time totally routed. The left wing of the 
Prussians then marched immediately towards Micbelyf 
and being there joined by the horsey renewed their altacki 
while the enemy were retreating hastily towards Saszawar* 
Meanwhile the troops on the right of the Prusaiaft araiy 
attacked the remains of the left wing of the Austriana, and 
made themseWes masters of three batteries. But the be- 
haviour of the infantry in the last attack was so sttcceasfiili 
as to leave little room for this part of the cavalry to act 
Prince Henry of Prussia, and the prince of Bevem, s^^ 
naliaed themselves on this occasion in storming two bat- 
teries ; prince Ferdinand of Brunswick took the left whig 
of the Austrians in flank, while the king with bis leftt<u>d 
a body of cavalry, secured the passage of the Moldaw. 
In short, after a very long and obstinate engagement, and 
many signal examples of valour on both sides, the Aus- 
trians were forced to abandon the field of battle, leaving 
behind sixty pieces of cannon, all their tents, baggagSi 
military chest, and, in a word, their whole camp. Tbo 
weight of the battle fell upon the right wing of the Aus- 
trians, the remains of which, to the amount of ten ei 
twelve thousand men, fled towards Beneschau, wh^e 
they afterwards assembled under M. Pretnach, general of 
horse. The infantry retired towards Prague, and threw 
thesiselves into that city with their commanders, prince 
Charles of Lorraine and mareschal Brown; but they weie 
much harassed in their retreat by a detachment of the 
Prussians under mareschal Keith. The Prussians took, 
on this occasion, ten standards, and upwards of four tbo»* 
sand prisoners, thirty of whom were officers of ranL 
Their loss amounted to about two thousand five hundred 
killed, and about three thousand wounded. Among the 
former were general d*Amstel, the prince of Holsteia- 
Beck, the colonels Goltze and Manstein, and lieutenant^ 
C(^nel Roke: among the latter, the generals Wenter^ 
field, De la Mothe, Feuque, Hautcharmoy, Blakensee, 
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and Plettenbeig. The number of the killed and wounded 1767. 
on the Bide of the Austrians was much greater. Among " 
these last was mareschal Brown, who receired a wound, 
which, from the chagrin he suffered, rather than from its 
own nature, proved mortal. The day after the battle, 
colonel Meyer, was detached with a battalion of Prussian 
Pandours, and four hundred hussars, to destroy a very 
considecable and valuable magasine of the Austrians at 
Filaen; and this service be performed. He also completed 
the destruction of several others of less importance ; by 
the loss of which, however, all possibility of subsistence 
was cut off from any succours the Aiifitriaos nugbt have 
expected from the empire* 

XXXVI. The Prussians, following their blow, imme- 
diately invested Prague on both sides of the river, the 
king commanding OB one side, und mareschal Keith on the 
Other. In four days the whole city was surrounded with 
Knes and entDenchmonts, by which all communication from 
without was entirely cut off; prince Charles of XiOrraine 
and mareschal Brown, the two princes of Saxony, the 
prince of Modena, the duke d*Axemberg, count Lacy, and 
several other persons of great distinction, were shut up 
within the walls, together with above twenty thousand of 
the Austrian army, who had taken jrefuge in Prague after 
their defeat. Every thing continued quiet on both sides, 
scarce a cannon dbot being firad by either for some time 
aiWr this blockade was formed: and in the mean time, 
after this blockade, made themselves masters of Cziaca- 
berg, an eminence which commands the town, where the 
Austrians had a strong redoubt, continuing likewise to 
strengthen their works. Already they had made a sally, 
and taken some other ineffectual steps to recover this 
post ; but a more decisive stroke was necessary. Accord- 
ingly, a design was formed of attacking the Prussian army 
in the night with a body of twelve thousand men, to be 
sustained by all the grenadiers, volunteers, Pandours, and 
Hungarian infantry. In case an impression could be made 
on the king's lines, it was intended to open a way, sword 
in hand, through the camp of the besiegers, and to ease 
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1757. Prague of the multitude offerees locked up useless widmi 
the walls, serving only to consume the provisions of the 
garrison, and hasten the surrender of the place. Happily 
a deserter gave the prince of Prussia intelligence of the 
enemy's design about eleven o'clock at night. Propa 
measures were immediately taken for their reception, and 
in less than a quarter of an hour the whole army was 
under arms. This design was conducted with so much 
silence, that though the Prussians were warned of it, they 
could discover nothing before the enemy had charged 
their advanced posts. Their attack was begun on the 
side of the little town, against mareschal Keith's camp, 
and the left wing of the Prussian army encamped on the 
Moldaw. From hence it is probable the Austrians pro- 
posed not only to destroy the batteries that were raising, 
but to attack the bridges of communication which the 
Prussians threw over the Moldaw, at about a quarter of a 
German mile above and below Prague, at Branig and 
Podbaba. The greatest alarm began about two o'clock, 
when the enemy hoped to have come silently and unex- 
pectedly upon the miners ; but they had left work about 
a quarter of an hour before. At the report of the first 
piece which they fired, the piquet of the third battalion of 
Prussian guards, to the number of an hundred men, who 
marched out of the camp to sustain the body which 
covered the works, was thrown into some confusion, from 
the darkness of the night, which prevented their distm- 
guishing the Austrian troops from their own. Lieutenant 
Jork, detached with two platoons to reconnoitre the 
enemy, attempting to discover their disposition by kind- 
ling a fire, captain Kodig, by the light of this fire, per- 
ceived the enemy's situation, immediately formed the de- 
sign of falling upon them in flank, and gave orders to his . 
men to fire in platoons, which they performed, mutually 
repeating the signal given by their commander. The 
enemy fled with the greater precipitation, as they were 
ignorant of the weakness of the piquet, and as the shout- 
ing of the Prussian soldiers made them mistake it for a 
numerous body. Many of them deserted, many took 
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shelter in Prague, and many more were driven into the 1757. 
river and drowned. At the same time this attack began, 
a regiment of horse grenadiers fell upon a redoubt which 
the Prussians had thrown up, supported by the Hungarian 
infantry; they returned three times to the assault, and 
were as often beat back by the Prussians, whom they 
found it impossible to dislodge ; though prince Ferdinand 
of Brunswick's battalion, which guarded this post, suffered 
extremely. ' During this attack the enemy kept an inces- 
sant fire with their musketry upon the whole front of the 
Prussians, from the convent of St. Margaret to the river. 
At three in the morning the Prussians quitted their camp 
to engage the enemy. The battalion of Pannewitz at- 
tacked a building called the Redhouse, situated at the 
bottom of the decUvity before Wellastowitz. The Pan- 
dours, who had taken possession of this house, fired upon 
them incessantly from all the doors and windows until 
they were dislodged ; and the Prussian battalions were 
obliged to sustain the fire both of cannon and musketry 
for above two hours, when the enemy retired to the city, 
except the Pandours, who again took possession of the 
Redhouse, which the Prussians were forced to abandon, 
because the artillery of Prague kept a continued fire upon 
it from the moment it was (cnown to be in their hands. 
The Austrians left behind them many dead and wounded, 
besides deserters ; and the Prussians, notwithstanding the 
loss of several officers and private men, made some prison- 
ers. Prince Ferdinand, the king of Prussia's youngest 
brother, had a horse killed under him, and was sUghtly 
wounded in the face. 

XXXVU. The Prussian works being completed, and 
heavy artillery arrived, four batteries, erected on the 
banks of the Moldaw, began to play with great fury. 
Near three hundred bombs, besides an infinity of ignited 
balls, were thrown into the city in the space of twenty- 
four hours. The scene was lamentable: houses; men, 
and horses, wrapped in flames, and reduced to ashes. 
The confusion within, together with the want of proper 
artillery and ammunition, obUged the Austrians to cease 
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17^. firing* and furnished his Pruseian majesty with all tbe 
opportunity he could wish of pouring deatruction upon 
this unfortunate city. The horrors of war seemed to have 
extinguished the principles of humanity. No regard wai 
paid to the distress of the inhabitants; ^he Auatrians 
obstinately maintained possession, and the Pirussiana pra6- 
tised every stratagem, every barbarous refinement that 
constitutes the military art, to oblige them to capitiilatet 
After the conflagration had lasted three days, and con* 
sumed a prodigious number of buildings, the princifal 
inhabitants, burghors, and clergy, perceiving their city fm 
the point of being reduced to a heap of rubbbb, beaouglit 
the commander, in a body, to hearken to terms; but he 
was deaf to the voice of pity, and instead of being moved 
with their supplications) drove out twelve thouaaod f&t- 
sons, the least useful in defending the city. These, by 
Older of his Pruasian majesty, were again forced back» 
whidi soon produced so great a scarcity of provision 
within the walls, that the Austrians were reduced to the 
necessity of eating horseflesh, forty horses being daily 
distributed to the troops, and the same food sold at four- 
pence a pound to the inhabitants. However, as there still 
remained great abundance of corn, they were far horn 
being brought to the last extremity. Two vigorous and 
welUconducted sallies were made, but they proved unsuc^ 
cessful. The only advantage resulting from them, was 
the perpetual alarm in which they kept the Prussian 
camp, and the vigibuice required to guard against the 
attacks of a numerous, resolute, and desperate garrison. 

XXXVIII. Whatever difficulties might have attended 
the conquest of Prague, certain it is, that the affairs of 
the empress queen were in. the most critical and desperate 
situation : her grand army dispersed in parties, and flying 
for subsistence in small corps; their princes and com- 
manders cooped up in Prague; that capital in imminent 
danger of being taken ; the flourishing kingdom of Bo- 
hemia ready to fall into the hands of the conqueror; a 
considerable army on the point of surrendering prisoners 
of war; all the queen's hereditary dominions open and 
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exposed ; the whole fertile tract of country from Egra to 1757. 
ihe Moldaw in actual possession of the Prussians ; the *^*~ 
distance to the archduchy of Austria not very consider- 
able, and secured only by the Danube ; Vienna under the 
utmost apprehensions of a siege, and the imperial family 
ready to take refuge in Hungary; the Prussian forces 
deemed invincible, and the sanguine friends of that mon« 
arch already sharing with him, in imagination, the spoils 
of the ancient and illustrious house of Austria. Such was 
the aspect of affairs, and such the difficulties to be cotxh 
bated, when Leopold, count Daun, was appointed to the 
command of the Austrian forces, to stem the torrent of 
disgrace, and turn the fortune of the war. This general, 
tutored by long experience under the best officers of Eu* 
rope, and the particular favourite of the great Keven* 
huller, was now, for the first time, raised to act in chief, 
at the head of an army on which depended the fate pf 
Austria and the empire. Bom of a noble family, he relied 
solely upon his owq merit, without soliciting court favour ; 
he aspired after the highest preferment, and succeeded 
by mere dint of superior worth. His progress from the 
station of a subaltern was slow and silent ; bis promotion 
to the chief command was received with universal esteem 
and applause. Cautious, steady, penetrating, and saga- 
cious, he was opposed as another Fabius to the modem 
Hannibal, to check the fire and vigour of that monarch 
by pmdent foresight and wary circumspection. Arriving 
at Boemischbrod, within a few miles of Prague, the day 
after the late defeat, he halted to collect the fugitive corps 
and broken remains of the Austrian army, and soon drew 
together a force so considerable, as to attract the notice 
of his Pmssian majesty, who detached the prince of Be- 
▼em, with twenty battalions, and thirty squadrons, to at- 
tack him before numbers should render him formidable. 
Daun was too prudent to give battle with dispirited 
troops, to an army flushed with victory. He retired on 
the first advice that the Prussians were advancing, and 
took post at Kolin, where he entrenched himself strongly, 
opened the way for the daily supply of recruits sent to 
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1767. his army, and inspired the garrison of Prague with firedi 
courage, in expectation of being soon relieved. Here he 
kept close within his camp, divided the Prussian force by 
obUging the king to employ near half his army in watching 
his designs, weakened his efforts against Prague, harassed 
the enemy by cutting off their convoys, and restored by 
degrees the languishing and almost desponding spirits of 
his troops. Perfectly acquainted with the ardour and 
discipline of the Prussian forces, with the enterpridng 
and impetuous disposition of that monarch, and sensiUe 
that his situation would prove irksome and embarrassing 
to the enemy, he improved it to the best advantage, 
seemed to foresee all the consequences, and directed 
every measure to produce them. Thus he retarded the 
enemy's operations, and assiduously avoided precipitating 
an action until the Prussian vigour should be exhansted, 
tbeir strength impaired by losses and desertion, the first 
fire and ardour of their genius extinguished by continnsl 
fatigue and incessant alarms, and ujitU the impresskm 
made on his own men, by the late defeat, should in some 
degree be effaced. The event justified Daun*s conduct 
His army grew every day more numerous, while I)is Pnu- 
sian majesty began to express the utmost impatience at 
the length of the siege. When that monarch first in* 
vested Prague, it was on the presumption that the na* 
merous forces within the walls would, by consuming afl 
the provision, oblige it to surrender in a few days ; but 
perceiving that the Austrians had still a consideraUe 
quantity of corn, that count Daun's army was daily in* 
creasing, and would soon be powerful enough not only to 
cope with the detachment under the prince of Bevem, 
but in a condition to raise the siege, he determined to 
give the count battle with one part of his army, while he 
kept Prague blocked up with the other. The Austrians, 
amounting now to sixty thousand men, were deeply en- 
trenched, and defended by a numerous train of artillery, 
placed on redoubts and batteries erected on the most 
advantageous posts. Every accessible part of the eamp 
was fortified with lines and heavy pieces of battering can-» 
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non, and the foot of the hills erecured by difficult defiles. 1767. 
Yet, strong as this situation might appear, formidable as 
the Austrian forces certainly were> his Prussian majesty 
undertook to dislodge them with a body of horse and foot 
not exceeding thirty-two thousand men. 

XXXIX. On the thirteenth day of June, the king of 
Prussia quitted the camp before Prague, escorted by a 
few battalions and squadrons, with which he joined the 
prince of Bevem at Milkowitz. Mareschal Keith, it is 
said, strenuously opposed this measure, and advised either 
raising the siege entirely, and attacking the Austrians with 
the united forces of Prussia, or postponing the attack on 
the camp at Kolin, until his majesty should either gain 
possession of the city, or some attempts should be made 
to oblige him to quit his posts. From either measure an 
advantage would have resulted. With his whole army he 
might probably have defeated count Daun, or at least 
have obliged him to retreat. Had he continued within his 
lines at Prague, the Austrian general could not have con- 
strained him to raise the siege without losing his own ad- 
vantageous situation, and giving' battle upon terms nearly 
«qual. But the king, elated with success, impetuous in 
his valour, and^confident of the superiority of his own 
troops in point of discipline, thought all resistance must 
sink under the weight of his victorious arm, and yield to 
that courage which had already surmounted such diffi- 
culties, disregarded the mareschaFs sage counsel, and 
marched up to the attack undaunted, and even assured of 
success. By the eighteenth the two armies were in sight ; 
and his majesty found that count Daun had not only forti- 
fied his camp with all the heavy cannon of Olmutz, but 
was strongly reinforced with troops from Moravia and 
Austriai which had joined him after the king's departure 
from Prague. He found the Austrians drawn up in three 
lines upon the high grounds between Genlitz and St. John 
the Baptist. Difficult as it was to approach their situa- 
tion, the Prussian infantry marched up with firmness, 
while.shot was poured like hail from the enemy's batteries, 
and began the attack about three in the afternoon* They 
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1757. drove the Austriatis with irreBistibk intrepidity from two 

eminences secured with heavy cannon, and two villagei 

defended by several battalions ; bnt, in attacking the tUri 
eminence, were flanked by the Austriai) cavalry, by grape* 
shot poured from the batteries ; and, after a violent coe^ 
flict, and prodigious loss of men, thrown into disorder. 
Animated with the king's presence, they rallied i and re* 
turned with double ardour to the charge, but were a second 
time repulsed. Seven times successively did prince Ferdi* 
nand renew the attack, performing every duty of a great 
general and valiant soldier, though always with the aaae 
fortune. The inferiority of the Prussian infantry, die dii* 
advantages of ground, where the cavalry could not act, 
the advantageous situation of the enemy, their nomeroai 
artillery, their entrenchments, numbers, and ohatinacy, 
joined to the skill and conduct of their general^ aH eon* 
spired to defeat the hopes of the Prussians, to suriKiiuit 
their valour, and oblige them to retreat. The king thai 
made a last and furious effort, at the head of the oavabyi 
oh the enemy's left wing, but with as little success as aH 
the former attacks. Every effort was made ; and e^ery i^ 
tempt was productive only of greater losses ai^- misiiM^ 
tunes. At last, after exposing his person in the most pe- 
rilous situations, his Prussian majesty drew off his fbresi 
from the field of battle, retiring in such good order, it 
sight of the enemy, as prevented a pursuit, or the loss of 
his artillery and baggage. Almost all the officers on tSlkm 
side distinguished themselves; and count Dalin, wlMWS 
conduct emulated that of his Prussian majesty, ree e iv eJ 
two slight wounds, and had a horse killed under kiHi 
The losses of both armies were very consideraUe: on Ibit 
of the Prussians, the killed and wounded amounted tD 
eight thousand ; less pernicious, however, to his majesty's 
cause tlian the frequent desertions, and other innutnenUe 
ill consequences that ensued. 

XL. When the Prussian army arrived at Nimburgh, 
his majesty, leaving the command with the prince of Btev- 
ern, took horse, and, escorted by twelve or fourteen hus- 
sars, set out for Prague, where he arrived next morwug, 
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without halting, after having been the whole preceding 1767. 



day on horseback. Immediately he gave orders for send- 
ing off M his artillery, ammunition, and baggage ; these 
were executed with so much expedition, that the tents 
were struck, and the army on their march, before the gar- 
rjson were informed of the king's defeat. Thus terminated 
the battle of Kolin and the siege of Prague, in which the 
acknowledged errors of his Prussian majesty were, in some 
measure, atoned by the candour with which he owned his 
mistake, both in a letter to the earl mareschal"^, and in 
conversation with several of his general officers. Most 
people, indeed, imagined the king highly blameable for 
<^cking the ardour of his troops to stop and lay siege to 
Prague. They thought he should have pursued his con- 
quests, overrun Austria, Moravia, and all the hereditary' 
dominions, from which alone the empress queen could 
draw speedy succours. A body of twenty or thirty thou- 
sand men would have blocked up Prague, while the re- 
mainder of the Prussian forces might have obliged the 
imperial family to retire from Vienna, and effectually pre- 
vented count Daun firom assembling. another army. It 
was universally expected he would have bent his march, 
straight to the capital; but he dreaded leaving the na- 
, merous army in Prague behind, and it was of great im- 

' " The imperial grenadien/' sayi be» " are an admirable corpg; one hpo- 
dred companies defended a rising ground, which m^r best infantry could not 
cany. Ferdinand, who commanded them, returned seven timet to the charge ; 
but to no purpose. At first he mastered a battery, but eould not hold it. The 
enemy had the advantage of a numerous and well-served artillery. It did 
Iwnour to Lichtenstein, who had the direction. Only the Prussian army can 
dispute it with him. My iofaniry were too few. All my cavalry were present, 
mnd idle spectators, excepting a bold push by my household troops and some 
dragoons. Ferdinand attacked without powder ; the enemy, in return, were 
Dot sparing of theirs. They had the advantage of a rising ground, of entrench-. 
ments, and of a prodigious artillery. Several of my regiments were repulsed by 
their muAetiy. Uennr performed wonders. I tremble for my worthy brothers; 
they are too brave. Fortune turned her back on me this day. I ought to have 
•zpected it ; the is a female, and I am no gallant. In fact, I on^ht to have had 
more infantry. Succeu, my dear lord, often occasions destructive confidence. 
Twenty-four oattalions were not sufBcient to dislodge sixty thousand men from 
an advantageoQS post. Another time we will do better. What sfty you of this 
league, which has only the marquis of Brandenburg for its object 1 The great 
elector would be surprised to see his grandson at war with the Russians, the 
Austriant, almost all Germany, and an hundred thousand French auxiliaries. I 
know not whether it would be disgrace in me to submit, but I am sure there 
^wiU be M glory in vanqniihing bm." 
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r757. portance to complete the conquest of Bohemia. Tlie 
prince of Prussia marched all night with his corps to Nin- 
burgh/ where be joined the prince of Beveniy and maret- 
chal Keith retreated next day. Count Brown having died 
before^ of the wounds he received on the sixth of May, 
prince Charles of Lorraine sallied out with a large body 
of Austrians, and attacked the rear of the Prussians; but 
did no further mischief than killing about two hundred of 
their men. The siege of Prague being thus raised^ the 
imprisoned Austrians received their deliverer, count Dane, 
with inexpressible joy; and their united forces became 
greatly superior to those of the king of Prussia, who was 
in a short time obliged to evacuate Bohemia, and take m» 
fuge in Saxony. The Austrians harassed him as much as 
* possible, in his retreat; but their armies, though superiof 
in numbers, were not in a condition, from their late soar- 
ings, to make any decisive attempt upon him, aa the fronr 
tiers of Saxony abound with situations easily defended. 

XLL Having thus described the progress of the Prus- 
sians in Bohemia, we must cast our eyes on the transac- 
tions which distinguished the campaign in Westphalia. 
To guard against the storm which menaced Hanover in 
particular, orders were transmitted thither to recruit the 
troops that had been sent back from England, to augment 
each company, to remount the cavalry with the utmost ex- 
pedition ; not to suffer any horses to be conveyed out of 
the electorate ; to furnbh the magazines in that country 
with all things necessary for fifty thousand men. Of these, 
twenty-six thousand were to be Hanoverians; and, in can- 
sequence of engagements entered into for that purpose^ 
twelve thousand Hessians, six thousand Brunswickers, 
two thousand Saxe-Gothans, and a thousand Lunen- 
burghers, to be joined by a considerable body of Prus- 
sians, the whole commanded by his royal highness the 
duke of Cumberland. The king of England, having pub- 
lished a manifesto, dated at Hanover, specifying his mo- 
tives for taking the field in Westphalia, the troops of the 
confederated states that were to compose the allied army, 
under the name of an army of observation, began to u- 
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eemble with all possible diligence near Bielefeld t. Thither 1757. 
the generals^ appointed to command the several divisions, 
repaired, to settle the plan of operations with their com- 
mander the duke of Cumberland, who, having left Lon- 
don on the ninth of April, arrived on the sixteenth at 
Hanover, and from thence repaired to the army, which, 
having been joined by three Prussian regiments that re- 
tired from Wesel, consisted of thirty-seven battaUons and 
thirty-four squadrons. Of these, six battalions and six 
squadrons were posted at Bielefeldt, under the command 
of lieutenant-general baron de Sporcken ; six battalions 
under lieutenant-general de Block, at Hervorden ; six bat- 
talions and four squadrons under major-general Ledeboup, 
between Hervorden and Minden; seven battalions and ten 
squadrons under lieutenant-general d'Oberg, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hamelen; and five battalions and four squads- ^ 
rons under major-general de Hauss, near Nienburgh. 
The head quarters of his royal highness were at Bielefeldt. 
XLU. In the mean time^ the French on the Lower 
Rhine continued filing off incessantly. The siege of 
Gueldres was converted into a blockade, occasioned by 
the difficulties the enemy found in raising batteries ; and 
a party of Hanoverians having passed the Weser, as well 
to ravage the country of Paderborn as to reconnoitre the 
French, carried off several waggons loaded with wheat 
and oats, destined for the territories of the elector of Co- 
logne. On the other hand, colonel Fischer having had an 
engagement with a small body of Hanoverians, in the 
county of Mecklenburgh, routed them, and made some 
prisoners. After several other petty skirmishes between 
the French and the Hanoverians,.the duke of Cumberland 
altered the position of his camp, by placing it between 
Bielefeldt and Hervorden, in hopes of frustrating the de- 
sign of the enemy ; who, declining to attack him on the 
side of Bracwede, after having reconnoitred his situation 
several days, made a motion on their left, as if they meant 
to get between him and the Weser. This step was no 
sooner taken, than, on the thirteenth of June in the after- 
noon, having received advice that the enemy had caused a 
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1767. large body of troops, followed by a second, to Miarch on 
the right to Burghotte, he ordered his army to march that 
evening towards Hervorden; and» at the same time, majoi^ 
general Hardenberg marched with four battalions of gre- 
iMidiers, and a regiment of horse, to reinforce that post 
Count Schulenberg covered the left of the march with a 
battalion pf grenadiers, a regiment of horse, and the light 
troops of Buckeburgh. The whole army marched in two 
columns. Tlie right, composed of horse, and f<rfk>wed by 
two battalions, to cover their passage through the enclo- 
sures and defiles, passed by the right of Bielefeldt ; and 
the left, consisting of infantry, marched by the left of the 
same town. The vanguard of the French army attacked 
the rearguard of the allies, commanded by raajor-gen«nd 
Einsiedel, very briskly, and at first put them into some 
« confusion, but they immediately recovered th^mselfws. 
This was in 'the beginning of the night. At break of day 
the enemy's reinforcements returned to the charge, bat 
were again repulsed ; nor could they once break through 
Heutenant-colonel Alfeldts Hanoverian guards, which 
ck>sed the army's march with a detachment of regular 
troops, and a new raised corps of hunters. 

XLIII. The allies encamped at Cofeldt the fourteentht 
and remained there all the next day, when the enemy's 
detacliments advanced to the gates of Hervorden, and 
made a feint as if they would attack the town, after hav- 
ing summoned it to surrender ; but they retired wkhoot 
attempting any thing further : in the mean time the troops 
that were posted at Hervorden, and formed the rear- 
guard, passed the Weser on the side of Remen without 
any molestation, and encamped at Holtzuysen. A body 
of troops which had been left at Bielefeldt, to cover the * 
duke's retreat, after some skirmishes with the French, re- 
joined the army in the neighbourhood of Herfort ; and a 
few days after, his royal highness drew near his bridges 
on the Weser, and sent over his artillery, baggage, and 
ammunition. At the same time some detachments passed 
the river on the right, between Minden and Oldendorp, 
and marked out a new camp advantageously situated, hav- 
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mg the Weaer in front, and the right and left coveted 1767. 
with eminences and marshes. There the army under his 
royal highness reassembled, and the French fixed their 
bead quarters at Bielefeldt, which the Hanoverians had 
quitted, leaving in it only a part of a magazine, which had 
been set on fire* By this time the French were in such 
want of forage, that M. d'Etrees himself, the princes of 
tlie blood, and all the officers without exception, were 
obliged to send back part of their horses. However, on 
the tenth of June their whole army, consisting of seventy 
battalions and forty squadrons, with fifty-two pieces of 
cannon, besides a body of cavalry left* at Ruremonde for 
the convenience of forage, was put in motion. In spite of 
almost impassable fprests, famine, and every other obstade 
that could be thrown in their way by a vigilant and ex- 
perienced general, they at length surmounted all difficul- ' 
ties, and advanced into a country abounding with plenty, 
and unused to the ravages of war. It was imagined that 
the passage of the Weser, which defends Hanorer from 
foreign attacks, would have been vigorously opposed by 
the army of the allies ; but whether, in the present situa- 
tion of affairs, it was thought advisable to act only upon 
the defensive, and not to begin the attack in a country 
that was not concerned as a principal in the war, or the 
duke of Cumberland found himself too weak to make head 
against the enemy, is a question we shall not pretend to 
determine. However that may have been, the whole 
French army passed the Weser on the tenth and eleventh 
of July, without the loss of a man. The manner of effect* 
ing this passage is thus related: — ^mareschal d'Etrees,. 
being informed that his magazines of provisions were well 
furnished, his ovens established, and the artillery and 
pontoons arrived at the destined places, ordered lieu- 
tenant-general Broglio, with ten battalions, twelve squad- 
rons, and ten pieces of cannon, to march to Engheren ; 
lieutenant-general M. de Chevert, with sixteen battalions^ 
three brigades of carabineers, the royal hunters, and six 
hundred hussars, to march to Hervorden ; and lieutenant- 
general marquis d'Armentieres, with twelve battalions^ 
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1757. and ten squadrons, to march to Ulrickhausen. All these 
~ troops being arrived in their camp on the fourth of July, 

halted the fifth. On the sixth, twenty-two battalions and 
thirty-two squadrons, under the command of the duke of 
Orleans, who was now arrived at the army, marched to 
Ulrickhausen, from whence M. d*Armentieres had set out 
early in the morning, with the troops under hia command, 
and by hasty marches got, on the seventh, by eleven at 
night, to Blankenhoven, where he found the boata which 
had gone from Ahrensberg. The bridges were built, the 
cannon planted, and the entrenchments at the head of the 
bridges completed in the night between the seventh and 
eighth. The mareschal having sent away part of hia bag- 
gage from Bielefeldt on the sixth, went in person on the 
seventh at eleven o'clock to Horn, and on the eighth to 
Braket. On advice that M. d'Armentieres had thrown 
his bridges across without opposition, and was at work on 
his entrenchments, he went on the ninth to Blankehoven, 
to see the bridges and entrenchments; and afterwards ad- 
vanced to examine the first position he intended for this 
army, and came down to the right side of the Weser to 
the abbey of Corvey, where he forded the river, with the 
princes of the blood and their attendants. On the tenth, 
in the morning, he got on horseback by four o'clock, to 
see the duke of Orleans's division file off*, which arrived 
at Corvey at ten o'clock; as also that of M. d'Armen- 
tieres, which arrived at eleven, and that of M. Souvre, 
which arrived at noon. The mareschal having examined 
the course of the river, caused the bridges of pontoons to 
be laid within gun-shot of the abbey, where the viscount 
de Turenne passed that river in the year one thousand 
six hundred and seventy-three, and where the divisions 
under Broglio and Chevert now passed it on the twelfth 
and thirteenth. These two generals being informed of 
what was to be done upon the Upper Weser, attacked 
Minden, and carried it, whilst a detachment of the French 
entered the country of East Friesland, under the comr 
mand of the marquis d'Auvel ; and, after taking posses- 
sion of Lier, marched on the right of the Ems to Emb* 
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den, the only seaport the king of Prussia had, which at 1757. 
first seemed determined to make a defence ; but the inha- 
bitants were not agreed upon the methods to be taken for 
that purpose. They therefore met to deliberate ; but in 
the mean time, their gates being shut, M. d*AuveI caused 
some cannon to be brought to beat them down ; and the 
garrison, composed of four hundred Prussians, not being 
strong enough to defend the town, the soldiers mutinied 
against their officers ; whereupon a capitulation was agreed 
on, and the gates were opened to the French commander, 
who made his troops enter with a great deal of order, 
assured the magistrates that care should be taken to make 
them observe a good discipline, and published two ordi- 
nances, one for the security of^the religion and commerce 
of the city, and the other for prohibiting the exportation 
of com and forage out of that principality. The inha- 
bitants were, however, obliged to take an oath of alle- 
giance to the French king. 

XLIV. On Sunday, the twenty-fourth of July, the 
French, after having laid part of the electorate of Hanover 
under contribution, marched in three columns, with their 
artillery, towards the village of Latford, when major- 
general Fustenburgh, who commanded the outposts in 
the village, sent an officer to inform the d^ke of Cumber- 
land of their approach. His royal highness immediately 
reinforced those posts with a body of troops, under the 
command of lieutenant-general Sporcken ; but finding it 
impossible to support the village, as it was commanded 
by the heights opposite to it, which were possessed by 
the enemy, and being sensible that it would be always 
in hb power to retake it, from its situation in a bottom 
between two hills, he withdrew his post from Latford. 
The French then made two attacks, one at the point of 
the woiKl, and the other higher up in the same wood, op- 
posite to the grenadiers commanded by major-general 
Hardenberg, but they failed in both ; and though the 
fire of their artillery was very hot, they were obliged to 
retire. The French army encamping on the heights op- 
posite to the duke of Cumberland's posts, the intelligence 
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1767. received, that M. d*£trees had assembled all his troops, 
and was furnished with a very considerable train of artit' 
lery, left his royal highness no room to doubt of his in^ 
tending to attack him. He, therefore, resolved to change 
his camp for a more advantageous situation, by drawing 
up his army on the eminence between the Weser and the 
woods, leaving the Hamelen river on his right, the village 
of Hastenbeck in his front, and his left close to the wood, 
at the point of which his royal highness had a battery at 
twelve pounders and howitzers. There was a hollow way 
from the left of the village to the battery, and a morass 
on the other side of Hastenbeck to his right. Mafor- 
general Schulenberg, with the hunters and two baltationi 
of grenadiers, was posted in the comer of the wood upon 
the left of the battery; his royal highness ordered the 
village of Hastenbeck to be cleared to his front, to pie- 
vent its being in the power of the enemy to keep posses* 
sion of it, and the ways by which the alUes had a commu- 
nication with that village during their encampment to be 
rendered impassable. In the evening he withdrew all his 
outposts, and in this position the army lay upon their 
arms all night. On the twenty-fifth, in the morning, Uie 
French army marched forward in columns, and began to 
cannonade the allies very severely, marching and counter^ 
marching continually, and seeming to intend three attadcs, 
on the right, the left, and the centre. In the evening 
their artillery appeared much superior to that of the allies. 
The army was again ordered to lie all night on their arms; 
his royal highness caused a battery at the end of the wood 
to be repaired ; count Schulenberg to be reinforced with 
a battalion of grenadiers, and two field pieces of cannon;, 
and that battery to be also supported by four more bat- 
talions of grenadiers under the command of major-general 
Hardenberg. He likewise caused a battery to be erected 
of twelve six-pounders, behind the village of Hastenbeck, 
and took all the precautions he could think of to give the 
enemy a warm reception. As soon as it was daylight, he 
mounted on horsebaick to reconnoitre the position of the 
enemy, whom he found in the same situation as the day 
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before. At a little after five, a Tery smart cannonading )767« 
began against the battery behind the village, which was 
supported by the Hessian infantry and cavatry, who stood 
a most severe fire with surprising steadiness and resolu* 
tion* Between seven and eight the firing of small arms 
began on the left of the allies, when his royal highness 
ordered major-general Behr, with three battalions of 
Brunswick, to sustain the grenadiers in the wood, if their 
assistance should be wanted. The cannonading continued 
above six hours, during which the troops that were ex- 
posed to it never once abated of their firmness. The fire 
of the smaU arms on the left increasing, and the French 
seeming to gain ground, his roy^ highness detached the 
colonels Darkenhausen and Bredenbach, with three Ha* 
noverian battalions and six squadrons, round the wood by 
Afferde, who, towards the close of the day, drove several 
squadrons of the enemy back to their army, without giving 
them any opportunity to charge. At length the grena- 
diers m the wood, apprehensive of being surrounded, 
from the great numbers of the enemy that appeared there^ 
and were marehing roimd on that side, though they re* 
pulsed every thing that appeared in their front, thought 
it advisable to retire nearer the left of the army, a motion 
which gave the enemy an opportunity of possessing themi> 
selves of that battery without opposition. Here the here- 
ditary prince of Brunswick distinguished himself at the 
bead of a battalion of Wolfenbuttel guards, and another 
of Hanoverians, who attacked and repulsed with their 
bayonets, a superior force of the enemy, and retook the 
battery. But the French being in possession of an emi- 
nence which commanded and flanked both the lines of 
the infantry and the battery of the allies, and where they 
were able to support their attack under the cover of a 
faiM ; his royal highness, considering the superior numbers 
of tbe enemy, near double to his, and the impossibiUty of 
dislodging them from their post, without exposing his 
own droops too much, ordered a retreat ; in consequence 
of which his army retired, first to Hamelen, where he left 
a garrison, then to Nienburgh, and afterwards to Uoya ; 
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1767. in the neighbourhood of which town, after sending away 
~~ all the magazines, sick, and wounded, he encamped, in 
order to cover Bremen and Verden, and to preserve a 
communication with Stade, to which place the archiTes, 
and most valuable effects of Hanover, had been removed. 
In this engagement, colonel Bredenback attacked four 
brigades very strongly posted, with a battery of fourteen 
pieces of cannon, repulsed and drove them down a preci- 
pice, and took all their artillery and ammunition ; but pre- 
ferring the care of his wounded to the glory of carryiqg 
away the cannon, he brought off only six, nailing up and 
destroying the rest. The loss of the allies in all the skir- 
mishes, which lasted three days, was three hundred and 
twenty-seven men killed, nine hundred and seven woundedi 
and two hundred and twenty missing, or taken prisoners; 
whilst that of the French, according to their own accounts, 
amounted to fifteen hundred men. 

XLV. The French, being left masters of the field, soon 
reduced Hamelen, which was far from being well fortified^ 
obUged the garrison to capitulate, and took out of the 
town sixty brass cannon, several mortars, forty ovens, 
part of the equipage of the duke*s army, and large quan- 
tities of provisions and ammunition, which they found in 
it, together with a great many sick and wounded, who, not 
being included in the capitulation, were made prisoners 
of war. Whether the court of France had any reason to 
find fault with the conduct of the mareschal d'Etrees, or 
whether its monarch was blindly guided by the counseb 
of his favourite, the marquise de Pompadour, who, de* 
sirous to testify her gratitude to the man who had been 
one of the chief instruments of her high promotion, was 
glad of an opportunity to retrieve his shattered fortunes, 
and at the same time to add to her own already immense 
treasures, we shall not pretend to determine ; though the 
event seems plainly to speak the last. Even at the time, 
no comparison was made between the military skill of the 
mareschal d*Etrees and that of the duke de Richelieu ; 
but, however that may have been, this last, who, if he 
had not shone in the character of a soldier, excelled all, 
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or at least most of bis contemporaries^ in tlie more refined 1761^ 
arts of a courtier, was, just before tbe battle we bave 
been speaking of, appointed to supersede tbe former in 
the command of the Frencb army in Lower Saxony, 
where be arrived on tbe sixth of August, with tbe title of 
oiareschal 'of France ; and M. d'Etr6es immediately re- 
signed the command. 

XLYI. Immediately after the battle of Hastenbeck, 
the French sent a detachment of four thousand men to 
lay under contribution the countries of Hanover and 
Brunswick- Wolfenbuttel, as well as the duchies of Bre- 
men and Verden ; and two days after the arrival of this 
new commander, tbe duke de Chevreuse was detached 
with two thousand men to take possession of Hanover 
itself, with the title of governor of that city. He accord- 
ingly marched thither; and upon bis arrival the Hano- 
verian garrison was disarmed, and left at liberty to retire 
where tbey pleased. About the same time M. de Con- 
tades, with a detachment from tbe French army,, was sent 
to make himself master of the territories of Hesse-Cassel, 
where be found no opposition. He was met at Warberg 
by that prince*s master of tbe horse, who declared, that 
they were ready to furnish the Frencb army with all tbe 
succours the country could afford; and accordingly tbe 
magistrates of Cassel presented him with tbe keys as soon 
as be entered their city. Gottingen was ordered by M. 
d*Armentieres to prepare for him within a h'mited time, 
upon pain of military execution, four thousand pounds of 
white bread, two thousand bushels of oats, (a greater 
quantity than could be found in the whole country,) an 
hundred loads of bay, and other provisions. 

XLVII. The duke of Cumberland remained encamped 
in the neighbourhood of Hoya till the twenty-fourth of 
August, when, upon advice that the enemy had laid two 
bridges over the Aller in the night, and had passed that 
river with a large body of troops, be ordered his army to 
marcb to secure the important post and passage of Roth- 
enburg, lest they should attempt to march round on his 
left. He encamped that night at Hausen, having detached 
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1757. KeuCenant-general Oberg, with eight battalions and n 
"^ — aquadronsy to Ottersberg, to which pkce he marched neit 
day» and encamped behind the Wummer in a very atrang 
situation, between Ottersberg and Rothenburg. The 
French took possession of Verden on the twenty-sixth rf 
August ; and one of their detachments went on the twentjr 
ninth to Bremen, where the gates were immediately opened 
to them. The duke of Cumberland, now closely pressed 
on all sides, and in danger of having his communicatioo 
with Stade cut off, which the enemy was endeaTouring to 
effect by seizing upon all the posts round him, fimnd it 
necessary to decamp again ; to abandon Rothenburg, of 
which the French immediately took possession; t6 retreiit 
io Selsingen, where his head quarters were on the first of 
September ; and from thence, on the third of the same 
month, to retire under the cannon of Stade. Here it wu 
imagined that his army would have been able to maiatain 
their ground between the AUer and the Elbe, till the se*- 
verity of the season should put an end to the oampaiga. 
Accordingly, his royal highness, upon his taking thia po« 
sition, sent a detachment of his forces to Buok-Schants, 
with some artillery, and orders to defend that place to the 
utmost ; but as it could not possibly have held out many 
days, and as the French, who now hemmed him in on sll 
sides, by making themselves masters of a little fort at the 
mouth of the river Zwinga, would have cut off his commn- 
nicatioh with the Elbe, so that four English men of war, 
then in that river, could have been of no service to him; 
he was forced to accept of a mediation offered by the king 
of Denmark, by his minister the count de Lynar, and to 
sign the famous convention of Closter-Seven^, by which 

* Thit remarkable capitulation, which we shall give here at full leDffth, oa 
account of the disputes that arose shortly after, concerning what the Frnich 
called an infraction of it, was to the following effect : 

His majesty the king of Denmark, touched with the distresses of the conn- 
tries of Bremen and Verden, to which he has always granted his special pfo- 
tection ; and being desirous, by preventing those countries from being any 
longer the theatre of war, to spare al«o the effusion of blood in the armies which 
«re ready to dispute the possession thereof; hath employed his mediation by 
the ministry of the count de Lynar. His royal highness the duke of Camber- 
land, general of the army of the allies, on the one part, and his excellency the 
nareachal duke de Richelien, general of the king.ot France's forcei in Germaoy» 
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thirty-eight thousand Hanoverians laid down their arms, 1757. 
and were dispersed into different quarters of cantonment. ' 

«n tJbe other, hvrt, in comideimtioQ of the intervention of his Danish majesty, 
ra ip ec t ire l j engaged their word of honour to the count de Lynar, to abide bj 
the eonTtntioo hereafter stipnlated : and he, the count de Lynar, correspond^ 
ently to the magnanimity of the king his master's intention, obliees himself to 
pfoenre.the guarantee mentioned in the present convention ; so that it shall be 
sent to him, with his full powers, which there was no time to make out, in the 
circnmstances which homed his departure. 

Article I. Hostilities shall cease on both sides within twenty-four hours, or 
-Sfooner, if possible. Orders for this purpose shall be immediately sent to the 
detached corps. 

II. The auxiliary troops of the army of the duke of Cumberland, namely, 
those of Hesse, Brunswick, Saxe-Gotha, and even those of the count de la 
lippe Buckbosrg, shall be sent home ; and as it is necessary to settle particu- 
larly their march to the respective countries, a general officer of each nation 
diail be sent from the arm^ of the allies, with whom shall be settled the route 
of those troops, the divisions they shall march in, their subsistence on their 
maroh, and tiieir passports to be granted them by his excellency the duke de 
RicheKeu to so to their own countries, where they shall be placed and distri- 
buted as shall be agreed upon between the court of France and their respective 
sovereigns. 

ni. His royal highness the duke of Cumberland obliges himself to pass the 
Elbe, with such part of his army as he shall not be able to place in the city of 
Stade : that the part of his forces which shall enter into garrison in the said 
city, and which it is supposed may amount to between four and six thousand 
men, shall remain there under the guarantee of his majesty the king of Den- 
mark, without committing any act of hostility; nor, on the other hand, shall 
they be exposed to any from the French troops. In consequence thereof, com- 
missaries, named on each side, shall agree upon the limits to be fixed round 
that place, for the oonveniency of the garrison ; which limiu shall not exceed 
beyond half a league, or a league, from the place, according to the nature of 
the ground or circumstances, which shall be fairly settled by the commissaries. 
The test of the Hanoverian army shall go and take quarters in the country be- 
yond the Elbe : and, to faalitate the march of those troops, his excellency the 
duke de Richelieu shall concert with a general officer, sent from the Hanove- 
rian army, the route they shall take ; obliging himself to give the necessary 
passports and security for the free passage of them and their baggage to the 
places of their destination ; his royal highness the duke of Cumberlaod reserving 
to himself the liberty of n^otiating between the two courts for an extension' of 
those quarters. As to the French troops, they shall remain in the rest of the 
duchies of Bremen and Verden, till the definitive reconciliation of the two so- 
yereigns. 

I V. As the aforesaid articles are to be executed as soon as possible, the Ha- 
soyerian army, and the corps which are detached from it, paiticularly that 
which is at Buck-Schantx, and the neighbourhood, shall retire under Stade in 
the space of eight and forty hours. l*he French army shall not pass the river 
Oste, in the duchy of Bremen, till the limiu be regulated. It shall, besides, 
keep all the posts and countries of which it is in possession ; and, not to retard 
the regulation of the limits between the armies, commissaries shall be nomi- 
nated and sent, on the tenth instant, to Bremen-worden, by his royal highness 
the duke of Cumberland, and bis excellency the mareschal duke de Richelieu, 
to regulate, as well the limits to be assigned to the Frendi army, as those that 
are to be observed by the garrison at Stade, according to Art. III. 

V. All the aforesaid articles shall be faithfully executed, according to their 
form and tenor, and under the faith of his majesty the king of Denmark's gua- 
rantee, which the count de Lynar, his minister, engages to procure. 

Done at the camp at Closter- Seven, Sept. 8, 1757. 

(Signed) WILLIAM. 

VOL. IV. L 
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17^, SEPARATE ARTICLES. 

■ ■ Upon the repmenution made by the eovDt de I^ar. with m v^ew to ^mMa 

tome ditpotitions made by the preteot ooDTentiOD, the Mbwiai^ Mtidl lM bie 
been added : 

I. It it the intention of hi* eaoellency tho mtietchal d»ke 4* VlfWtab thi^ 
the allied troops of hia royal highneai the dnha of C«nbtilM4 sImU W ma$ 
back to their ntpactive ooiuitiiefl, acoocdinff to the farai m«itioM4 il| f)^, mc m i 
article : and that aa to their leparation aad dietributioB ia the Q09Btiy» k Ml 
ht regulated between the oourts, thoee troopa not batag c pae i da i id na 
of war. 

II. It having been represented that the coootry of Laaenbtif <rni»0 
modata more than ifteen battalions and six s^iaadrena, and thai tho cihr of SCade 
cannot aheolutely coolaia the garrison of six thonaand men oUo t toq to^il^ hii 
ozcellency the mareschal dnke de Richelieu, being messed by M. dla l^foar* 
who supported this reprasentatioo by the guarantee or haaI>aiiiNii||i^aal7..gives 
his consent ; and his nmd highness the dnka of Cvmberknd oifMW IP canw 
Ika fifteen battalions ana six squadrons to pass the Elbe* a»d tho w(olo bodr ef 
kuaters, a»d the reBsaiaing ten battalions and twanty*eight aqpiadiona aliaQ he 
filaced in the town of Stade, and the places nearest to it tw vo wiUrfo the 
line, which shall be nsarked hjf posU fran tha moulh el the lioho in tW Elbj^ 
to tha mouth of tha Elmerbeck in the river Oste; provided alw^ya. thaA tha mi 
ten battaliona and twenty-eight sc^nadrons shall be qaartaiod thora an tjhi^ an 
at the time of signing this convention, and shall not be raoruited w^ a^jt n^ 
text, or auffroeoted in any case : and this clause is particularly gnariitoogbj 
the count de Lynar in the name of his Danish majesty. 

III. Upon the representatioii of hia royal highnasa tha duke of ripihwljint 
that the army and detached corps cannot both retire under Stada in eishl a»d 
Sortv hours, agreeable to the convention, his excellency the maraoihariMil^ 4a 
Richelieu hath signified, that ha will grant then proper time, nigvidtd the 
corps encamped ai Buck-Schantx, aa well as the amy encampooai BifiBiir 
woraen, begin their mareh to retiro in four and twenty honra akat *y*'Tr tin 
oonventioo. The Uma necessary for other arrangameota, and tho ^^a$lmk^ 
the articles conceminff the respective limits, shall be settled batweoo fitvfeipHWl^ 
general Sporckan, and the marquis de ViUemar, first Ueutaaaat-gtiiaffalaCtht 
king*s army. 

I>QBf.Ol|. 
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f UE HaaoKwitiiB being no*- quit* 17&T. 

L MdMkrad, aad the wbols force el 

I d» French let iooM igakiit the king 
\ of Ftuttic by this treaty, marawlul 
* Kiobelieu inunediataiy onlerod lieute* 
} naat-general Berohini to marcfa with 
> all pouible expedition with tke troopa 
ander hu eomnaDd, ta join the prince de Soubiae: tfae 
geDB-dranm, and otker troths that were ni the landgTavK 
ate of Hesse-CMfll' seeeived the aane order ; and sixty 
battaliona of foot, and the greateat p^ of the' horae be- 
longing to the French army, were directed to attack the 
Prusaiaa territories. Maaescbal Richelieu hioudf arrived 
•t Bruoawick on tbe fiftecmth ef Septcmbep; and having, 
ia a fiew daya after, asaembled an hundred and ten batta> 
lions, and an hiwdred and fifty squadrons, with an hun- 
dred pieces of cannon, near Wolfenbuttel, he entered the 
king of Prusna's diuniniona with his army on the twenty- 
seventh, twenty-eighth, and twenty-ninth of the same 
monA, in three coluniiu, which penetrated into Halbersladt 
and Brandenburgh, plundering the towns, exacting con- 
tributioaB, and cominitting many enomities, at which their 
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1767. general is said to have connived. In the mean time, tbe 
duke of Cumberland returned to England, where he ar- 
rived on the eleventh of October, and shortly after re- 
signed all his military commands. 

II. Had the allied army, after the battle of Hastenbeck, 
marched directly to the Ldne, as it might easily have 
done, and then taken post on the other side of WoUen- 
buttel, Halberstadt, and Magdeburgh, it might have 
waited securely under the cannon of the latter place for 
the junction, of the Prussian forces ; instead of which, 
they injudiciously turned off to the Lower Weser, retiring 
successively from Hamelen to Nienburgh, Verden, Ro- 
thenburgh, Buxtchude, and lastly to jStade, where, for 
want of subsistence and elbow-room, tbe troops were all 
made prisoners of war at large. They made a march of 
an hundred and fifty miles to be cooped up m a nook, 
instead of taking the other route, which was only about 
an hundred miles, and would have led them to a place of 
safety. By this unaccountable conduct, the king of Prus- 
sia was not only deprived of the assistance of near forty 
thousand good troops, which, in the close of the campaign, 
might. have put him upon an equality with the French and 
the army of the empire; but also exposed to, and actually 
invaded by, his numerous enemies on all sides, msomuch 
that his situation became now more dangerous thanieyer) 
and the fate which seemed to have threatened the empress 
a few months before, through his means, was, to all ap- 
pearance, turned against himself. His ruin was predicted, 
nor could human prudence foresee how he might be ex- 
tricated from his complicated distress; for, besides the 
invasion of his territories* by the French under the duke 
de Richelieu, the Russians, who had made for a long time 
a dilatory march, and seemed uncertain of their own reso- 
lutions, all at once quickened their motions, and entered 
ducal Prussia under mareschal Apraxin and general Fer- 
mor, marking their progress by every inhumanity that un- 
bridled cruelty, lust, and rapine can be imagined capable 
of committing. A large body of Austrians entered Silesia, 
and penetrated as far as Breslau: then turning back, they 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 149 

laid siege to the important fortress of Schweidnitz^ the 1767. 

key of that country. A second body entered Lusatia, 

another quarter of the Prussian territories, and made 
tbemselTet masters of Zittau. Twenty-two thousand 
Swedes penetrated into Prussian Pomerania, took the 
towns of Anclam and Demmin, and laid the whole coun- 
try under contribution. The army of the empire, rein- 
forced by that of prince Soubise, after many delays; was 
at last in full march to enter Saxony ; and this motion left 
the Austrians at liberty to turn the greatest»part of their 
forces to the reduction of Silesia. An Austrian general, 
penetrating through Lusatia, passed by the Prussian 
armies, and suddenly presenting himself before the gates 
of Berlin, laid the whole country under contribution ; and 
though he retired on the approach of a body of Prussians, 
yet he still found means to interrupt the communication 
of' these last with Silesia. The Prussians, it is true, ex- 
erted themseWes bravely on all sides, and their enemies 
fled before them; but whilst one body was pursuing^ 
another gained upon Jhem in some other part. The 
winter approached, their strength decayed, and their 
adversaries multiplied duly. The king, harassed, and 
almost spent with incessant fatigue, both of body and 
of mind, was in a manner excluded from the empire. 
The greatest part of his dominions were either taken 
from him, or laid under contribution, and possessed by 
his enemies; who coUected the public revenues, fattened 
on the contributions, and, with the riches which they drew 
from the electorate of Hanover and other conquests, de- 
frayed the expenses of the war; and by the convention of 
Closter-Seven he was deprived of his allies, and left with- 
out any assbtance whatever, excepting what the British 
parliament might think fit to supply. How different is 
this picture from .that which the king of Prussia exhibited 
when he took arms to enter Saxony! But, in order to 
form a clear idea of these events, of the situation of his 
Prussian majesty, and of the steps he took to defeat the 
designs of his antagonists, and extricate himself from his 
great and numerous distresses, it will be proper now to 
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1707. teke A view of the eeveral tra&aactions of ¥!• encumtB^u 
'""'"'"' weO €luriiig his stay in Bohemia, as firon the tone of hn 
feaving ky down to that which we are aoW speaking cL 

UL Whilst the king of Prussia was m Bobnin, the 
empress of Russia ordered notice to be giTen to all ma* 
sfeers of ships^ that if any of them were fosmd assiatiiig the 
Prttssiansi hy the transportation of troops, artilfery, ami 
ammmiitioii, they should be oondemaed as iegal priies: 
and her fleet, consisting of fifteen men of war and firigates, 
with two bo0ib-4etches, was sent to bkck np the Ptassisn 
ports in the Baltic, where it tock serend ships of that na* 
tioB, which were employed in carrying proTisiom and 
merchandise from one port to another. One of them 
ships of war appearing before Memel, a town of Poland, 
but subject to Prussia, the cornmandant seat an officer to 
die captain, to know whether he came as a friend or an 
enemy ; to whidi interrogation die Russian eaptain re* 
plied, that, notwithstanding the dispositions of the em* 
press of both the Russias were sufficiently known, yet lie 
would further explain them, by declaring that his orders, 
and those of the other Russian commanders, were, in coo* 
formity to the laws of war, to seiae on all the PnissisB 
vessels they met with on their cniiae. Upon which die 
commandant of Memel immediately gave orders for pdnlt* 
ing the cannon to fire upon all Russian ships that ahouU 
approach that place. 

IV. The land forces of the Russians had now lui g ersd 
on their march upwards of six months; and it waa pretty 
generally doubted, by those who were supposed to have 
the best intelligence, whether they ever were really de» 
signed to pass into the Prussian territories, not only on 
account of their long stay on the borders of Lidmama, 
but also because sereral of their Cossacks had been 
severely punished for plundering the waggons of some 
Prussian peasants upon the frontiers of Coorland, and 
the damage of the peasants compensated with money, 
diough general Apraxin*s army was at the same time 
greatly distressed by the want of provisions ; when, on a 
sodden, they quickened their modons, and showed they 
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weM in eameflt detcrtniiied to accomplish the rum of 1767. 
PniMfa. Their fint act of hostility was the attack of 
MeiwI, whkh surrendered : and, hj the articles of ca- 
|Mtalatioii> H was agreed, that the garrison should mareh 
eut with all the faonoun of war, after having engaged not 
to aenre against the empress, oir any of her allies, for the 
apace of one year. 

V. His Pntssian majesty, justly foreseeing the great 
enormities that were to be expected from these savage 
4enemie«t who were unaccustomed to make war except 
upon nations as barbarous as themselves, who looked 
Hpon war only as an opportunity for plunder, and every 
country through which they happened to march as theirs 
by right of conquest, published the following declaration : 
— ** It is sufficiently known, that the king of Prussia, after 
the example of his glorious predecessors, has, ever since 
his accession to the crown, laid it down as a maxim to> 
seek the friendship of the imperial court of Rusrfa, and 
-cultivate it by every method. His Prussian mi^esty hath 

• 

had the satisfiustion to live, for several successive years, in 
the strictest harmony with the reigning empress ; and this 
happy union would be still subsisting, if evil-minded po- 
tentates had not broke it by their secret machinationi, 
and carried things to such a height, that tlie miniaters on 
both rides have been recalled, and the eonespondeoce^ 
broken off. However melancholy these circomatanoes 
ttiight be for the king, his majesty waa nevertheless moat 
attentive to prevent any thing that might increase the 
alienation of the Rusrian court. He hath been particu- 
larly careful, during the disturbances of the war that now 
unhappily rages, to avoid whatever might involve him in 
a difierence with that court, notwithstanding the great 
grievances he bath to allege against it ; and that it was 
publicly known the court of Vienna had at last drawn 
that of Russia into its destructive riews, and made it 
serve as an instrtiinent for favouring the schemes of Aus- 
tm. His majesty hath given the whole world incontest- 
able proo6, that he was under an indispensable necessity 
«f having leeoofse to the measures he hath taken against 



15S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1767. the courts of Vienna and Saxony, who forced him by their 
conduct to take up arm8 for his defence. Yet, even nnee 
things have been brought to this extremity, the king hath 
offered to lay down his arms, if proper securities ahwdd 
be granted to him. His majesty hath not negleeted to 
expose the artifices by which the imperial court of Russia 
hath been drawn into measures so opposite to the em- 
press's sentiments, and which would excite the .utmost 
indignation of that great princess, if the truth could be 
placed before her without disguise. The king did more: 
he suggested to her imperial majesty sufficient meant 
either to excuse her not taking any part in the present 
war, or to avoid, upon the justest grounds, the execution 
of those engagements which the court of Vienna claimed 
by a manifest abuse of obligations, which they employed 
to palliate their unlawful views. It wholly depended upon 
the empress of Russia to extinguish the flames of the war, 
without unsheathing the sword, by pursuing the measures 
suggested by the king. This conduct would have ime 
mortalized her reign throughout all Europe. It would 
have gained her more lasting glory than can be acquired 
by the greatest triumphs. The king finds with regret, 
that all his precautions and care to maintain peace with 
the Russian empire are fruitless, and that the intrigues of 
his enemies have prevailed. His majesty sees all the. con- 
siderations of friendship and good neighbourhood s^ 
aside by the imperial court of Russia, as well as the ob- 
servance of its engagements with his majesty* He sees 
that court marching its troops through the territories of a 
foreign power, and contrary to the tenor of treaties, ia 
order to attack the king in his dominions; and thus taluQg 
part in a war, in which his enemies have involved the 
Russian empire. In such circumstances, the king hath 
no other part to take, but to employ the power which 
God hath intrusted to him in defending himself, protect- 
ing his subjects, and repelling every unjust attack. His 
majesty will never lose sight of the rules which are ob- 
served, even in the midst of war, among civilized nations. 
But if, contrary to all hope and expectation, these rules 
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should be violated by the troops of Russia ; if they comimt 1757. 
in the king's territories disorders and excesses disallowed 
by the laws of arms; his majesty must not be blamed if he 
makes reprisals in Saxony ; and if, instead of that good 
order and rigorous discipline which have hitherto been 
observed by his army, avoiding all sorts of violence, he 
finds himself forced, contrary to his inclination, to suffer 
the provinces and subjects of Saxony to be treated in the 
same manner as his own territories shall be treated. As 
to the rest, the king will soon publish to the whole world 
the futility of the reasons alleged by the imperial court of 
Russia to justify its aggression: and as his majesty is 
forced upon making his defence, he has room to hope 
with confidence, that the Lord of Hosts will bless his 
righteous arms ; that he will disappoint the unjust enter- 
prises of his enemies, and grant him his powerful assist- 
ance, to enable him to make head against them." 

VI. When the king of Prussia was put under the ban 
of the empire, the several princes who compose that body 
were required, by the decree of the Aulic council, as we 
observed before, to furnish their respective contingents 
against him. Those who feared him looked upon this as a 
fair opportunity of reducing him ; and those who stood in 
awe of the house of Austria were, through necessity, com- 
pelled to support that power which they dreaded. Be- 
sides, they were accustomed to the influence of a family, 
in. which the empire had, for a long time, been in a man- 
ner hereditary ; and were also intimidated by the appear- 
of a confederacy the most formidable, perhaps, that the 
world had ever seen. Yet, notwithstanding all this, the 
contingents, both of men and money, were collected 
slowly; the troops were badly composed; and many of 
those, not only of the protestant princes, but also of the 
catholics, showed the utmost reluctance to act agamst his 
Prussian majesty, which, indeed, none of them would have 
been able to do, had it not been for the assistance of the 
French under the prince de Soubise. The elector Pala- 
tine, lost above a thousand men by desertion. Four thou- 
sand of the troops belongii^ to the duke of Wirtemberg 
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17S7. being deHvemd to Che Fmidi comniMiwy ^ ihm ttventy^ 
tcmtih of Junei wtf Bumediately reviewad; but tlio it* 
mw WM scarcely finishedi when diey b^an to cry aloui, 
thai they were sold. Next morning tiiirty of them de^* 
•erted at once, and were soon foUowed by fiarties of 
twenty and thirty each, who forced their way through d» 
detachments diat guarded the gates of Stutgard, and ia 
the evening the mutiny became general. They ftred npca 
the officers in their barracksi and let their general knowi 
that if he did not immediateiy withdraw, they wmdd pat 
lum to death. Meanwhile, some of the officen iuyisg 
pursued the deserters, brought back a part of them pri- 
soners, when the rest of the soldiers dedarod> that if tfaej 
were not immediately released, they would set fire to tiie 
stadt*house and barracks ; upon which the prisoners were 
set at lilierty late in the evening. Next morning the sol- 
diers assemUed, and having seised some of the officer^ 
three or four hundred of them marched out of the town 
at a time, with the music of their regiments plajing befoie 
them : and in this manner near three thousand of then 
filed off, and the remainder were afterwards discharged* 
VII. The king of Prussia, upon his leaving Bohenas, 
after the battle of Kolin, retired towards Saxony, as we 
observed before ; and having sent his heavy artiliery and 
mortars up the Elbe to Dresden, fixed his camp on die 
banks of diat river, at Leitmerits, where his main anajr 
was stron^y entrenched, whilst mareschal Keith, with the 
troops under his command, encamped on the opposite 
shore ; a free communication being kept open by means 
of a bridge. At the same time detachments w^re ordered 
to secure the passes into Saxony. As this position of the 
king of Prussia prevented the Austrians from being aUe 
to penetrate into Saxony by the way of the Elbe, they 
moved, by slow marches, into the circle of Buntslati, and 
at last, with a detachment commanded by the duke 
d*Aremberg and M. Macgoire, on the eighteenth of June, 
feU suddenly upon and took the important poet at Oab^, 
situated between Boemish-Leypa and Zittau, af^ an ob- 
stinate defence made by die Prussian gen*rison> under- 



GEOJtGE THE SBOONIX 155 

SMgor-getenl Pntkamnier, consisting of finir 1>att<dioii% im, 
'mho were obliged to surreDder prisoners of war* The """""^ 
Aostrians haying by this motion gained a march towards 
Liisatia» upon a eorps which had been detadied under 
ibe command of the prince of Prussia to watch them, his 
Pmssiaa majesty thought proper to leave Leitmeritz on 
the twentieth in the morning, and lay that night at Licko*- 
witz, a Tillage opposite to LeitmeritSy of which a battafion 
of his troops sdll kept possession, while the rest of his 
army remamed encamped in the plain before that phu». 
Next morning, at Inreak of day, prince Henry decamped^ 
and made mo good a disposition for his retreat, that he did 
not lose a sing^ man, though he marched in right of the 
wholebody of Austrian irregulars* He passed the bridge 
of Leitmeritz, after withdrawing the battalion that* was hi 
tbe town, and having burnt the bridge, the whole army 
united, and made a small movement towards the passes of 
the mountains ; the king then lying at Sulowitz, near die 
fidd where the battle of Lowoschutz was fought on the 
first of October of the preceding year. The heavy bag- 
gage was sent on m the aftemo<m, with a proper escort; 
and in the morning of the twenty-second the army marched 
in two oolunms, and encamped on the high grounds at 
Lusechitz, a little beyond Lenai, where it halted the 
twenty-third* No attack was made upon the rearguard, 
though great numbers of Austrian hussars, and other 
irregulars, had appeared the evening before within can- 
non shot of the Prussian camp. On the twenty-fourth 
the army marched to Nellendorf ; on the twenty-fifth it 
encamped near Cotta; on the twenty-sixth near Pima, 
where it halted the next day ; and on the twenty-eighth 
it crossed the river near that place, and entered Lusatia, 
where, by the end of the month, it encamped near 
Bautzen. 

VIII. The king's army made this retreat with all the 
success that could be wished ; but the corps under the 
prince of Prussia had not the same good fortune : for the 
Austrians, immediately after their taking Gabel, sent a 
strong detachment agamat iUttau, a trading town in the 
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1767. enrde of Upper Saxony, where the Prussiain had large 
' Biagazines, and a garrison of six hattaltoii8» and, in Ik 
nght, attacked it with uncommon rage. Paying no regard 
la the inhabitants as being fnends or allies, but deter- 
mined to reduce the place before the king of Prossb 
could hare time to march to its reUef, they no sooner 
arrired before it, than they bombarded and- cannonaded it 
with such fury, that most of the garrison, finding them- 
•ekes unable to resist, made their escape, and carried off 
as much as they could of the magazines, leaving only three 
or four hundred men in the town, under colonel Diridu, 
to hold it out as long ai possible ; which he accordiagljr 
did, till the whole place was almost destroyed. The can- 
nonading began on the twenty-third of July, at eloTen io 
the morning, and lasted till five in the evening. In this 
space of time four thousand balls, many of them red-hot, 
were fired into this unfortunate city, with so little idter- 
mbsion, that it was soon set on fire in several places. In 
the confusion which the conflagration produced, the Aos- 
trians entered the town, and the inhabitants imagined 
that they had then nothing further to fear ; and that their 
firiends the Austrians would assist them in extinguishing 
the flames, and saving the place : but in this particalsr 
their expectations were disappointed. The Pandours snd 
Sclavonians, who rushed in with the regular troops, made 
no distinction between the Prussians and the inhabitants 
of Zittau : instead of helping to quench the flames, thej 
began to plunder the warehouses which the fire had not 
reached; so that all the valuable merchandise they con- 
tained was either carried off* or reduced to ashes. Up- 
wards of six hundred houses, and almost all the public 
buildings, the cathedrals of St. John and St. James, the 
orphan-house, eight parsonage-houses, eight schools, the 
town-house and every thing contained in it, the public 
weigh-house, the prison, the archives, and all the other 
documents of the town council, the plate and other 
things of value presented to the town from time to time, 
by. the emperors, kings, and other princes and noblemen, 
were entirely destroyed, and more than four hundred 
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citizens were killed in this assault. Of the whole town i767. 
there were left standing only one hundred and thirty-eight """"""^ 
houses^ two churches^ the council, library , and the salt 
works. The queen of Poland was so affected by thia 
melancholy accoimt, that she is said to have fainted away 
uponsaiearing it. As this city belonged to their friend the 
king of Poland, the Austrians thought proper to publishr 
an excuse for theb conduct, ascribing it entirely to the 
necessity they were under, and the obstinate defence 
made by the Prussian garrison. But what excuses can 
atone for such.barbarity ? . 

. IX. The corps under the prince of Prussia, which had 
been witness to the destruction of this unhappy place, 
was, by the king's march to Bautzen, fortunately extoH 
cated from the danger of being surrounded by the Aus- 
trians, who, upon his majesty's, approach, :retired from 
their posts, on the right. Soon after this event, the prince 
of Prussia, finding his health much impaired by the fib- 
tigues of the campaign*, quitted the army, and returned 
to Berlin. In the mean time, mareschal Keith, who had 
been left upon the frontier to guard the passes of the 
mountains of Bohemia, arrived at Pirna, having been 
much harassed in his march by the enemy's irregular 
troops, and lost some waggons of provisions and baggage. 
After resting a day at Purna, he pursued his march through 
Dresden with twenty battalions and forty squadrons, and 
encamped on the right of the Elbe, before the gate of the 
new city, fit>m whence he joined the king between Baut^ 
zen and Goerlitz. The Prussian army, now reassembled 
at this place, amounted to about sixty thousand men, be-* 
sides twelve battalions and ten squadrons which remained 
in the fiunous camp at Pirna, under the prince of Anhalt- 

' * This was the reason that was publicly assigned for his quitting the army : 
but a much more probable one, which was only whispered, seems to ha?e been* 
that this prince, tnan whom none ever was more remarkable for humanity and 
the social Tirtues, disliking the yiolent proceedings of the king his brother, 
could not refrain from expostulating with him upon that subject ; upon which 
his majesty, with an air of great disapprobation, told him, " that the air of 
Berlin would be better for him than that of the camp." The prince accord- 
ingly retired to Berlin, where he died soon after : grief and concern for the 
welfare of his brother, and for the steps taken by him, having no small share in 
his death. 
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1767. Dmaau, to eovef Dresden,^ secure die gofgwv of tke 
' ■ monnUine, and dieck tbe incnnioai of die Auatrian ine- 
gularsy with whom, as they were coatiiiiiaUjr flying^ aboot 
the skirts of the Prussian arnsy, as well in their encaiap 
ments as on their marches, almost daily skirmishes hq^ 
pcned, with yariona success* Though some of'Ubcsi 
encounters were very bloody, they cost the Preasiaiis 
much fewer mee than diey lost l^ desertion atnoe the 
battfe of Kolin. The reasoa seema obvious z-^^^-tlie Pnm* 
sian army had been recruited, itt times of peece, firom all 
parts of Germany : and though this way of reondti^g mqF 
be very proper in such times, yet it cannot be ezpecfed 
to answer in a stats of actual war, eqpeciaUy an unftr* 
tonate war; because the fideli^ of sudk seldiera esa 
never be so muck depended on as that of nalivesrwho 
serve their natural aovereigni from praciple, and ma$ 
nmrely fov pay, and whe must desert dieir countrja thtir 
parents, and their finends, at the same tiaae that tbsy de* 
sert their prince* 

X. It will be proper here to take notice of some events 
which could not easily be mentioned befeee, withcni 
breidciiig through the order we have proposed to eur- 
selves in tbe writing of this history. — The empresaqaseni 
more imbittsved than ever against the king of Pruaaia-aad 
bis allies, recalled her ministers, count Coloredo, sad 
monsieur Zobem from' London, towards the begimung of 
July; and. about the same time count KaunttB„ gresi 
chancellor of the empire, informed Mr. Keith, flier Britidi 
minister at Vienna, that the court of London, by the sue* 
ceurs it had given and still continued to give the king sf 
Prussia, as well as by other circumstances relating to ths 
present state of affiurs, having broken the solemn engage* 
ments which united this crown with the house of Austria; 
her majesty, the empress queen, had thought proper to 
recall her minister from England, and consequently to 
break off all correspondence. Mr. Keith, in pursoanee 
of this notice, set out from Vienna on the twenty-ninth of 
July ; as did also Mr. DesroUes, his Britannic majesty's 
minister at the court of Brussek, from this last places 
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about the sftme time. On the aevoitb of July, general 1787. 
Pisa, ooounAiidant of Oatend, Nieuport, and the maritime — — ^ 
porta of Flaadera, seat faia adjutant to the English vice« 
eooaid at Oatend, at mx o*olock in the moniing, to tell 
bjin» that by orderafirom hia court all oommimication with 
Ei^jlaod was broke off; and desired the iriet-conan) to 
intisaate. to the packet boats and Brkidi shipping at Ofr» 
lend, Bruges^ and Nieuport, to depart in twenty-lbirr 
hours, and not to return into any of the porta of the em* 
press queen tUl fiirtheir diapositian shoidd be made. The 
reasom alleged by tbe court of Vienna for debarring the 
aubijeela of bia Britannic majesty from the vm of these 
portSf obtained for tbe. bouse of Austria by the arms and 
treasures of Great Britain^ were, ** that her imperial mi^ 
jesty the empress que^i could not with indifference see 
England^ instead of giving the suoeours duo ta ber by the 
most solessn treaties, enter ii^ an alliance with her ene- 
my the king of Prussia, and actually affi>rd bias ali man- 
ner of assistance,, aaaembling armies to oppose those which 
tbe most christian king, ber ally, bad sent to ber aid, and 
auffering privi&teers to exercise open ridence in bev roads, 
under the cannon of her ports and eoasts, without giving 
tbe least satisfiMStion or answer to the complaints made o» 
that account ; and the king of Gbreat Britain himself, al^ 
the very time she was offering him a neutrality for Hano- 
ver» publidiing, by a message to. his parliament^ that she 
had formed, with the most christian king, dangerous de- 
signs against that electorate : therefore, her majesty^ de- 
sirous of providing fmr the security of hev ports, judged it 
expedient to give the foranenticmed orders ; and at (he 
same time to declare, that she could no longer permit a- 
free coavnunication between ber subjects and the English, 
which had hitherto been founded upon treaties that Great 
Britain had without scruple openly violated.** Notwith- 
standing Aese orders, the English packet boats, with let- 
ters» were allowed to pass as usual to and irom Ostend ; the 
ministers of her imperial majesty wisely considering how 
good a revenue the postage of Elnglish letters brings into 
the post-office of the Austrian Netherlands. Ostend and 
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1767. Nieuporty by order of her imperial majefty, received eidi 
of them a French garrison ; the former on die nineteeiA 
of July» and the latter the next day, undw the 'Command 
of M. de la Motte^ upon whoee arrival the Austrian troops 
eracuated those places; though the empress queen 8tiU r^ 
served to herself, in both of them, the foil and free exer- 
cise of all her rights of sovereignty ; to which purpose an 
oath was administered to the French commandant by her 
majesty's minister plenipotentiary for the government of 
the Low Countries. At the same time, their imperial and 
most christian ■ majesties notified to the magistracy of 
Hamburgh, that they must not admit any English men of 
war or transports into their port, on pam of hseving a 
French garrison imposed on them. The city of GhieMrei^ 
which had been blocked up by the French ever since tbe 
beginning of summer, was forced by fomine to capitobte 
on the twenty-fourth of August, and the garrison mstdied 
out with all the honours of war, in order to be conducted 
to Berlin; but so many of them deserted, that when thtj 
passed by Cologne, the whole garrison consisted only rf 
the commandant and forty-seven men. By the surrender 
of this place the whole country lay open to the Frencb 
and their allies quite up to Magdeburgh ; and the enpicsi 
queen immediately received two hundred thousand crowtt 
from the revenues of Cleves and La Marcke alone. 

XI. To return to the aflSiirs more immediately relating 
to the king of Prussia. The advanced posts of die prince 
of Anhalt-Dessau at Pima were attacked on the tenth of 
August, by a body of hussars, and other irregular troops 
of the Austrians ; but the Prussians soon obliged them to 
retire, with the loss of several men and two pieces of csa- 
non. On the nineteenth of the same month, early in the 
morning, a great number of Austrian Pandours surrounded 
a little town called Gotliebe, in which a Prussian garrison 
was quartered, with a design to take it by surprise. The 
Pandours attacked it on all sides, and in the beginning 
killed twenty-three Prussians, and wounded many; bat 
the Prussians having rallied, repulsed the assailants with 
great loss. These, however, were but a sort of preludes 
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to much more decisive actions, which happened soon after. 1757. 
Silesia, which had hitherto been undisturbed this year, 
began now to feel the effects of war. Baron Jahnus, an 
Austrian colonel, entering that country with only a hand- 
ful of men, made himself master of Hirschberg, Waldeun 
berg, Gottesburgh, Frankenstein, and Landshut. They 
were, indeed, but open places ; and he was repulsed in an 
attempt upon Strigau. On the side of Franconia the army 
of the empire was assembled with all speed, under the 
prince of Saxe-Hildburghausen : the French were march- 
ing a second army from their interior provinces into Alsace, 
in order to join the imperialists ; the first division of their 
troops had already entered the empire, and were advanced 
as far as Hanau. The Swedes were now preparing, with 
the utmost expedition, to send a numerous army into Po- 
merania; and the Russians, who since the taking ofMemel 
had not done the king of Prussia much damage, besides 
that of obliging him to keep an army in Prussia to oppose 
them, and interrupting the trade of Konigsberg by their 
squadrons, were again advancing with hasty strides to- 
wards Prussia, marking their steps with horrid desolation. 
Field-mareschal Lehwald, who had been left in Prussia, 
with an army of thurty thousand men, to guard that king- 
dom during the absence of his master, was encamped near 
Yelau, when the Russians, to the number of eighty thou- 
sand, after taking Memel, advanced against the territories 
of the Prussian king, whose situation now drew upon him 
the attention of all Europe. In the night between the 
seventh and eighth of August, colonel Malachowsti, one 
of mareschal Lehwald*s officers, marched to reconnoitre 
the position of the enemy, when a skirmish happened, 
which lasted near two hours, between his advanced ranks 
and a Russian detachment, three times stronger than the 
Prussians. The Russians were repulsed, and fled into 
the woods, after having fifty men killed, and a great num- 
ber wounded. The Prussians lost but one man, and had 
fourteen wounded. 

XII. Several other little skirmishes happened between 
straggling parties of the two armies ; and the Russians 
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1767. went on pillaging and laying waste eyery thing befeie 
them^ till at length the two armies having approached one 
another in Brandenburgh-Prussia, mareschal LehwaU, 
finding it impossible to spare detachments from so small a 
number as his was, compared to that of the enemy, to 
cover the wretched inhabitants from the outrages commit^ 
ted on them by the Russian Cossacks and other barbari- 
ans belonging to them, judged it absolutely necessary to 
attack their main army; and accordingly , notwithstandiq^ 
his great disadvantage in almost every respect, he resolved 
to hasard a battle on the thirteenth of August. The Rus- 
sians, consisting, as we before observed, of eighty thou- 
sand regulars, under the command of mareschal Apnudn, 
avoiding the open field, were entrenched in a most advaa* 
tageous camp near Norkitten in Prussia. Their army was 
composed of four lines, each of which was guarded by an 
entrenchment ; and the whole was defended by two bnndrei 
pieces of cannon, batteries being placed upon all tiie eim- 
nences. Mareschal Lehwald^s army scarcely amounted to 
thirty thousand men. The action began at five in the 
morning, and was carried on with so much vigour, that the 
Prussians entirely broke the whole first line of the enemy, 
and forced all their batteries. The prince of Hoktsin- 
Oottorp, brother to the king of Sweden, at the head sF 
his regiment of dragoons, routed the Russian cavalry, and 
afterwards fell upon a regiment of grenadiers, which wm 
cut to pieces ; but when the Prussians came to the seecxrf 
entrenchment, mareschal Lehwald, seeing that he could 
not attempt to carry it, without exposing his sutny too 
much, took the resolution to retire. The PrussialM re- 
turned to their former camp at Velau, and the Rassism 
remained in their present situation. The loss of the Prus- 
sians, little exceeding two thousand killed and wounded, 
was immediately replaced out of the disciplined militia. 
The Russians lost a much greater number. General Ls- 
puchin was wounded and taken prisoner, with a colonel <rf 
the Russian artillery ; but the former was sent back on \ki 
parole. The Prussian army had, at first, made thennelves 
masters of above eighty pieces of cannon; but were after- 
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wavfls obKged to abandon them, with eleven of tlieir own, n87. 
fof want of carriages. Three Russian generais were killed; 
Imt the Prussians lost no general or officer of distinction, 
of which rank count Dohna was the only one that was 
wounded. 

XIII. After tMs engagement, mareachal Lehwald 
ekatiged the position of his army, by drawing towards Pe- 
tersirtrald ; and the Russians, after remalniiig quite inac* 
tWe till the diirteenth of September, on a sudden, to the 
great surprise of every one, retreated out of Prussia with 
euch precipitation, that they left all their sick and wounded 
behind them, to the amount of fifteen or sixteen thousand 
men, together with eighty pieces of cannon, and a xronsi*- 
derable part of their military stores. Mareschal Apraxin 
masked his design by advancing all his irregulars towards 
•the Prussia!) army ; so that mareschal Lehwald was not 
informed of it tfll the third day, when be detached prinoe 
George of HoSstein with ten thousand horse to pursue 
them ; but with little hopes of coming up with them, as they 
made forced marches, in order to be the sooner in their 
own country. However, the Prussians took, some of them 
prisonous; and many stragglers were killed by the country 
people in their flight towards Tilsit, which they abandoned, 
though they stHl kept Memel, and shortly after added 
some new fortifications to that place. They made their 
i^treat in two columns, one of which directed its course 
towards Memel; while the other took the nearest way 
through the bailiwick of Absternen, and threw bridges 
over the river Jura. Both columns burnt every village 
they passed through 'without distinction. The Prussians 
were obliged to desist from the pursuit of these barbarians, 
because the bridges thrown over the river Memel had been 
destroyed by the violence of the stream. The Russian 
amy suffered greatly for want of bread, as all the countries 
were ruined through which it passed, so that they could 
procure no sort of subsistence but herbage and rye bread. 
All the roads were strewed with dead bodies of men and 
horses. The real cause of this sudden retreat is as great 
a mystery as the reason of stopping so long, the year be- 
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1767. fore, on the borders of Lithuania ; though die occasion of 

it is said to have been the illness of the czarina,Awho wai 

seized with a kind of apoplectic fit, and had made soMe 
new regulations in case of a vacancy of the throne, which 
rendered it expedient that the regular forces should be at 
hand, to support the measures taken by the government. 
XIV. The king of Prussia, after remaining for soae 
time encamped 1>etween Bautzen and GroerlitZi removed 
his head quarters to Bemstedel ; and on the fifteenth of 
August his army came in sight of the Austrian <;amp, and 
within cannon shot of it; upon which the Austriana struck 
their tents, and drew up in . order of battle before their 
camp. The king formed his army over against them, and 
immediately went to reconnoitre the ground between the 
arttiies ; but, as it was then late, he deferred the moie 
exact examination of that circumstance till the next day. 
The two armies contmued under arms all night. Next 
morning, at break of day, the king found the Austriant 
encamped with their right at the river Weisle ; the rest of 
their army extended along a rising ground, at the foot oft 
mountain covered with wood, which protected their left; 
and before their front, at the bottom of the hill on which 
.they were drawn up, was a small brook, passable only in 
three places, and for no more than four or five m^ a- 
breast. Towards the left of their army was an opening, 
where three or four battalions might have marched in 
front; but behind it they had placed three lines of inftn- 
try, and on a hill which flanked this opening, within mi»- 
ket-shot, were placed four thousand foot, with forty or 
fifty pieces of cannon ; so that, in reality, this was the 
strongest part of their camp. The king left nothing un- 
done to bring the Austrians to a battle ; but finding them 
absolutely bent on avoiding it, after lying four days before 
them, he and his army returned to their camp at Bem- 
stedel. They were followed by some of the enemy's hus- 
sars ^nd Pandours, who, however, had not the satisfaction 
to take the smallest booty in this retreat. The Austrian 
army, which thus declined engaging, was, by their own 
account, an hundred and thirty thousand strong, more 
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than double the number of the king of Prussia; who, the 1757. 
day he returned to Bemstedel, after he had retired about 
two thousand yards, again drew up his army in line of 
battle, and remained so upwards of an hour, but not a 
man stirred from the Austrian camp. The army of the 
empire, commanded by the prince of Saxe-Hilburghausen, 
and that of the French under the prince de Soubise, 
making together about fifty thousand men, half of which 
were French, had by this time joined, and advanced as far 
as Erfurth in Saxony ; upon which, his Prussian majesty, 
finding that all his endeavours could not bring the Austri- 
ans to an engagement, set out from Lusatia, accompanied 
by mareschal Keith, with sixteen battalions and forty 
squadrons of his troops, and arrived at Dresden on the 
twenty-ninth of August, leaving the rest of the army in a 
strong camp, under the prince of Severn. With this de- 
tachment, which, by the junction of several bodies of 
troops, amounted to about forty thousand men, he made a 
quick march, by the way of Leipzig, towards Erfurth, to 
give battle to the united army of the French and the em- 
pire. But by the time he arrived at Erfurth, which was 
on the fourteenth of September, the enemy had retreated 
towards Gotha ; and upon his further approach, they re- 
tired to Eyesenach, where they entrenched themselves in 
a very strong camp. His majesty's head quarters were at 
Kirschlaben, near Erfurth. While the two armies were 
thus situated, major-general Seydelitz, who occupied the 
town of Gotha, being informed, on the nineteenth, that a 
large body of the enemy was coming toward^ him, and 
that it consisted of two regiments of Austrian hussars, one 
regiment of French hussars, and a detachment made up 
of French grenadiers, troops of the army of the empire, 
and a great number of Croats and Pandours, retired, and 
posted himself at some distance. The enemy immediately 
took possession of the town and castle ; but general Seyde- 
litz, having been reinforced, attacked the enemy with 
such vigour, that he soon obliged them to abandon this 
new conquest, and to retire with great precipitation ; a re- 
port having been spread, that the Prussian army was ad- 
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1767. fancing against them, with th« kiftg hunlelf iti petmiL 

The Prussian hnssara took a considerabls iNNity en lUi 

occasion, and general Seydelits sent priaoDers to tbt 
camp, one lieulenant-coloDd, three majora, foiir lie«tBQ> 
ants, and sixty*two soldiers of the enemy, wllo had abe 
about one hundred and thirty klUed. Aiker fthb action, 
his Prussian majesty adranoed near Eyesenach, with a de- 
sign to attack the combined army ; but they wete so 
strongly entrenched, that he found it iti^practicalile, Hii 
provisions falling short, he was obliged to retire towaidi 
Erfurth, and soon after to Naumbtirgh, on the river 8ak: 
whereupon the combined army marched, and again took 
possession of Gotha, Erfurth, and Wiemati; which Isit 
place, however, they soon after quitted. 

XV. Upon the king of Prussia's leAvfaig Beimftsds^ 
the Austrians took possession of it on the sixth of Sep- 
lember^ and made prisoners a Prussian battalion which 
had been left there. The next day fifteen thousand Asa- 
trians attacked two battaUons of geiieral Wintarfieid'i 
troops, being part of the prince of Bevem*s atmy, wlio 
were posted on a high ground on the other side of tlie 
Neisse, near Hennersdorff, in the neighbourhood of Goe^ 
Ktz ; and, after being repulsed several times, at laat avde 
themselves masters of the eminence. The loss in ^ 
action was considerable on both sides, but greatest on dist 
of the Prussians, not so much by the number of their ataia, 
which scarcely exceeded that of the Austrians, as by the 
death of their brave general Winterfield, who, as he wss 
leading up succours to the battalions that were engaged, 
received a shot from a cannon, of which he died the n^ght 
following. The generals Nadasti and Clerici, coant d'A^ 
berg, colonel Elrickhausen, and several other persons of 
distinction, were wounded, and the young count of Groes- 
beck and the marquis d*Asque killed, on the side of the 
Austrians; who took six pieces of the Prussian cannon, 
six pair of their colours, and made general Kemeke, the 
count d*Anhalt, and some other officers, prisoners. After 
this skirmish, the prince of Bevern, with the Prussisn 
army under his command, retreated from Goerlits to Rq- 
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thenbergi then passed the Queiss at Sygersdorff, irom 17^7. 
whence he marched to Buntlau, m Silesia* and on the '^''^ 
first of October reached Breslau, without suffering any 
loss* though the numerous army of the Austrians followed 
him for some days. Upon his arrival there* he chose a 
Tery strong camp on the other side of the Oder* in order 
to cover the city of Breslau* to the fortifications of which 
he immediately added several new works. Though nei- 
ther side had any very signal advantage in this engage- 
ipent* more than that the Austrians remained masters of 
the field, yet great rejoicings were made at Vienna on 
account of it. The death of general Winterfield was, in« 
deed* an irreparable loss to his Prussian majesty; who re- 
ceived at the same time the news of this misfortune* and 
of the Swedes having now actually begun hostilities in 
Pomerania. 

XVI. A body of the French* who* let loose against the 
king of Prussia by the ever memorable and shameful 
convention of Closter*Seven* had entered the territories 
of Halberstadt and Magdeburgh* were worsted at Eglen 
by a party of six hundred men, under the command of 
count Horn, whom prince Ferdinand of Brunswick had 
detached from a body of troops with which his Prussian 
majesty had sent him to defend those countries. The 
Prussians took prisoners the count de Lusignan* colonel* 
eighteen other French officers, and four hundred soldiers*, 
and made themselves masters of a considerable booty in 
baggage, etc. with the loss of only two men ; and, more- 
over, a French officer and forty men were made prisoners 
at Halberstadt. Upon this check the French evacuated 
the country of Halberstadt for a little while; but returning 
again on the twenty-ninth of September, with a consider- 
able reinforcement from mareschal Richelieu's army, 
which he now could eady spare* prince Ferdinand was 
obliged to retire to Winsleben, near the city of Magde- 
burgh. The dangers which had been hitherto kept at a 
distance from the Prussian dominions, by the surprising 
activity of their king, now drew nearer, and menaced them 
on all sides. Mareschal Richelieu, with eighty battalions 
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1767. and an hundred squadrons^ entered the country of Haf- 

berstadty and levied immense contributioiit ; whibi the 

allied army of the French and imperialistSt being joined 
by six thousand men under general Laudohn^ who had 
just defeated a regiment of Prussian cavalry near £rfiirth, 
marched to Wissenfels, a city in the very centre of Thu- 
ringia. The Swedes had actually taken some towns in 
Pomerania, and were advancing to besiege Stetin ; and 
the Austriansy who had made themselves masters of Lig- 
nitz, and a considerable part of Silesia, had now laid siege 
to SchweidnitZy and were preparing to pass the Oder, ia 
order to attack the prince of Severn in his camp near 
Breslau. In the mean time they made frequent and most 
destructive incursions into Brandenburgh ; to oppose 
which his Prussian majesty ordered detachments from aU 
his regiments in those parts to join the militia of the 
country, and sent the prince of Anhalt-Dessau firom 
Leipzig, with a body of ten thousand men, to guard Ber- 
lin, whilst he himself marched with the troops under his 
command to Interbeck, on the frontier of the Lower Lusa- 
tia, to be the more at hand to cover Brandenburgh, and 
preserve the communication with Silesia. 

XVII. While these precautions were taking, general 
Haddick, with fifteen or sixteen thousand Austrians, en* 
tered Brandenburgh on the sixteenth of October, and the 
next day arrived before Berlin, of which city he demanded 
a contribution of six hundred thousand crowns ; but con- 
tented himself with two hundred and ten thousand. The 
Austrians pillaged two of the suburbs ; but before they 
could do any further mischief, they were obliged to retire 
in great haste, at the approach of the prince of Anhalt- 
Dessau, whose vanguard entered the city in the evening 
of their departure. This alarm, however, obliged the 
queen and the royal family of Prussia to remove to Mag- 
deburgh on the twenty-third; and the most valuable re- 
cords were sent to the fort of Spandau, at the conflux of 
the Havel and the Sphre. On the other hand, the un- 
fortunate inhabitants of Leipzig now felt more severely 
the cruel effects of the power of their new master. The 
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Prussian commandant in that city had, by order of the nS7- 
king, demanded of them three hundred thousand crowns, 
a sum far greater than it was in their power to raise. 
This truth they represented, but in vain. The short time 
allowed them to furnish their contingents being expired, 
and all their efforts to comply with this demand having 
proved ineffectual, they were subjected to the rigours of 
military execution ; in consequence of which their houses 
were occupied by the soldiery, who seized upon the best 
apartments, and lived at discretion; but the sum de- 
manded could not be found. Such was the situation of 
this distressed city, when, on the fifteenth of October, an 
express iirrived, with advice that his Prussian majesty 
would soon be there ; and accordingly he arrived a few 
minutes afterwards, attended by his life guards. At the 
same time a rumour was spread that the city would be 
delivered up to pillage, which threw the inhabitants into 
the utmost consternation. Their fears, however, in that 
respect were soon abated, by his majesty's declaring, that 
he was willing to spare the place, upon condition that half 
the sum required should be immediately paid. All that 
could be done was to collect among the merchants, traders, 
and others, fifty thousand crowns ; bills of exchange were 
drawn upon Amsterdam and London for seventy thousand 
crowns ; and hostages were given by way of security, for 
the payment of thirty thousand more within a time which 
was agreed on. But still, notwithstanding this, the mili- 
tary execution was continued, even with greater rigour 
than before; and all the comfort the wretched inhabitants 
could obtain was, that it should cease whenever advice 
should be received that their bills were accepted. 

XVin. The king of Prussia had tried several times to 
bring the combined armjL under the princes Saxe-Hil- 
burghausen and Soubis^^o an engagement upon fair 
ground; but finding them bent upon declining it, not- 
withstanding the superiority of- their numbers, he had 
recourse to one of those strokes in war, by which a ge- 
neral is better seen than by the gaining of a victory. He 
made a feint, soon after the beginning of October, as if he 
intended nothing more than to secure his own dominions. 
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ns7. and nuurch his army into winter quartara bade to Btiiia, 
leaving mareschal Keith, with only ae?en or dgfat thou- 
sand men, to defend Leipaig. Upon thia the enemy took 
courage, passed the Sala, and having marched up to the 
city, summoned the mareschal to surrender; to which he 
answered, that the king, bis master, had ordered him to 
defend the place to the last extremity ; and he wouU 
obey his orders. The enemy then thought of beaiegiiBg 
the city : but, before they could prepare any one impla- 
ment for that purpose, they were alarmed by the approach 
of the king of Prussia, who, judging that his feint would 
probably induce them to take the steps they did^ had, by 
previous and private orders, collected together all hia dis- 
tant detachments, some of which were twenty leagues 
asunder, and was advancing by long marches to Leipa%; 
upon notice of which the enemy repassed the Sala. The 
Prussian army was reassembled on the twenty«'8eveath of 
October, and remained at Leipaig the twenty-eighth sad 
twenty-ninth, when every body expected a battle would 
be fought in the plains of Lutzen. On the thirtieth, the 
king drew nigh to that place; and on the thirty-first, in 
hia way through Weissenfels and Meresbourg, he msde 
five hundred men prisoners of war. The combined amy 
had repassed the Sala at Weissenfels, Meresbourg, snd 
Halle, where they broke down the bridges; but these 
were soon repaired, and the whole Prussian army, amouat- 
ing to no more than twenty thousand men, having passed 
that river, through these towns, in each of which they left 
a battalion, joined again on the third of November, in the 
evening, over against the enemy, whose forces consisted 
of forty thousand French, and twenty-five thousand im- 
perialists. On the fifth, about nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, the Prussians received intelligence that the enemy 
were everywhere in motion. •I'hey likewbe heard the 
drums beating the march, and, so near were the two ar- 
mies to each other, plainly perceived from their camp, 
that the whole infantry, which had drawn nearer upon 
the rising grounds over against them, was filing off towards 
their right. No certain judgment could, however, yet be 
formed of the enemy's real design; and as tb^ wece in 
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Want «f breads it wm thought probable that they intended 17»7« 
to repaaa the Uiiatrut; but it wa« toon perceived that ^"^'^'^ 
their aeyetal motioiM wefe contradictory to eaoh other* 
At the same time that some of their infantry were filing 
off lQward9 their ri^t, a large body of cavalry wheeled 
round towaj^s their left, directing its march all along to 
the riaing grounds with which the whole Prussian carnp^ 
that lay in a bottom between the villages of Rederow and 
Rosbacb, was surlrounded within the reach of large can- 
non. Soon after that, the cavalry were seen to hidt» and; 
afterward to fall back to the right ; though some of them 
still renudned where Ihey were, whilst the rest marched 
back* About two in the afternoon the doubts of th# 
Pnsssians were cleared up ; it plainly appearing then that 
the enemy intended to attack tbem» and that their dispo- 
sitions were made with a view to surround them, and to 
open the action by attacking them in the rear. A body 
of reserve was posted over against Rederow, to fall upon 
their routed troops, in case they should be defeated, and 
to prevent their retiring to Meresbourg, the only retreat 
which could then have been left them. In this situation 
the king of Prussia resolved to attack them. His ma- 
jesty bad determined to make the attack with one Iving 
only, and the dispositions of the enemy made it necessary 
that it should be the left wing. The very instant the 
battle was going to begin, his majesty ordered the general 
who commanded the right wing to decline engaging, to 
take a proper positioQ in Consequence thereof, and above 
all, to prevent his being surrounded* All the cavalry of 
the riglit wing of the Prussians, except two or three 
squadrons, had already marched to the left at full gallop ; 
and being arrived at tlie place assigned them, they formed 
over against that of th^^nemy. They then moved on 
immediately, the enemy^n advanced to meet them, and the 
charge was very fierce, several regiments of the French 
coming on with great resolution. The advantage, how-^ 
ever, was entirely on the side of the Prussians. The 
enemy's cavalry being routed, were pursued for a consi* 
deraUe time with great spirit; but having afterwards 
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1767. reached an eminence^ which gave them an opportunitj of 

'' — ralljringy the Prussian cayalry fell upon them afreah^ and 

gare them so total a defeat that they fled in the utmost 
disorder. This happened at four in the afternoon. Whilst 
the cayahry of the Prussians charged, their infantry opened. 
The enemy cannonaded them briskly during this interval/ 
and did some execution, but the Prussian artillery was not 
idle. After this cannonading had continued on both sides 
a full quarter of an hour, without the least intermission, 
the fire of the infantry began. The enemy could not 
stand it, nor resist the valour of the Prussian foot, who 
gallantly marched up to their batteries. The batteries 
were carried one after another ; and the enemy were forced 
to give way, which they did in great confusion. As the 
left wing of the Prussians advanced, the right changed its 
position; and having soon met with a small rising ground, 
they availed themselves of it, by planting it with sixteeo 
pieces of heavy artillery. The fire from thence was pardy 
pointed at the enemy's right, to increase the disorder 
there, and took their left wing in front, which was exces- 
sively galled thereby. At five the victory was decided, 
the cannonading ceased, and the enemy fled on all sides. 
They were pursued as long as there was any light to dis- 
tinguish them; and it may be said, that night alone. wis 
the preservation of this army, which had been *so for- 
midable in the morning. They took the benefit of the 
darkness to enter into Fryburgh, and there to repass the 
Unstrut, which they did on the morning of the sixth, 
after a whole night's march. The king of Prussia set out 
early in the morning to pursue them with all his cavalry, 
supported by four battalions of grenadiers, the infantry 
following them in two columns. The enemy had passed 
the Unstrut at Fryburgh, whenJkbe Prussians arrived on 
its banks; and as they had burnt the bridge, it became 
necessary to make another, which, however, was soon 
done. The cavalry passed first, but could not come up 
with the enemy till five in the evening, upon the hills of 
Eckersberg. It was then too late to force them there; 
for which reason the king thought proper to canton his 
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army in the nearest villagesy and to be satisfied with the 1767. i|| 

success his hussars had in taking near three hundred 
baggage-waggons, and every thing they contained. The 
whole loss of the Prussians, in this important engagement, 
did not exceed five hundred men killed and wounded. 
Among the former was general Meincke, and among the 
latter prince Henry and general Seydelitz. The enemy 
lost 8ixty*four pieces of cannon, a great many standards 
and colours, near three thousand men killed on the field 
of battle, and upwards of eight thousand taken prisoners, 
among whom were several generals, and other officers of 
distinction. Three hundred waggons were sent to Leip- 
zig, laden with wounded French and Swiss. Upon the 
approach of the Prussians towards Eckersberg, the enemy 
retreated with great precipitation; and, after marching 
all night, arrived the next day at Erfurth, in the utmost 
want of every necessary of life, not having had a morsel 
of bread for two days, during which they had been obliged 
to live upon turnips, radishes, and other roots, which they 
dug out of the earth. The French, under the duke de 
Richelieu, were preparing to go into winter quarters; but, 
upon the news of this defeat of the combined army, they 
again put themselves in motion, and a large detachment 
of them advanced as far as Dunderstadt, to favour the 
retreat of their countrymen under the prince de Soubise, 
who, with great precipitancy, made the best of their way 
from Erfurth to the county of Hohenstein, and from 
thence bent their march towards Halberstadt. Of the 
remains of the imperial army, which was now almost 
entirely dispersed, whole bodies deserted, and went over 
to the king of Prussia soon after this battle. 

XIX. Whilst his Prussian majesty was thus successful 
against the French and ^perialists, the Austrians, who 
had carefully avoided coming to an open engagement with 
him, gained ground apace in Silesia. A detachment of 
their army, under the command of count Nadasti, had 
already invested Schweidnitz, and opened the trenches 
before it on the twenty-sixth of October. The Prussian 
garrison, commanded by general^ de la Motte Fouquet, 
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1767. determined to defend the place es long as poeeible ; anA 

ftcoordingly on the thirtieth they made a tany, in whick 

they killed} wounded^ and took prisoners, eight hmidied 
of the besiegers, and did some damage to their woriu; 
but on the sixth of November the Anstrians began to 
eannonade the city furiously, and on the eleyenth made 
themselres masters of the ramparts by assault. The gar- 
rison, however, having taken care, daring the aiege,'to 
throw up a strong entrenchment in the mark^t-plaee, 
retreated thither, and held out till tiie next day, when 
they surrendered themselves prisoners of war. After die 
reduction of this place, general Nadasti, leaving in it a 
sufficient garrison, marched with the remainder of hit 
troops, and joined the main army of the Austrians, under 
the command of prince Charles of Lorraine and mareschd 
Daun, who, whilst he was busied in the siege of Schweid^ 
nits, had invested Breslau on the left of the Oder; die 
prince of Bevern defending it on the right, where he wall 
strongly encamped, with his little army, under the cannoa 
of the city. The whole army of the Austrians being aew 
re-assembled, and intelligenee liaving been brought not 
Quly of the king of Prussia's late victory near Leipsy^, 
but also that Jie was advancing to the relief of the prmce 
of Bevern, it was resolved immediately to attack the last 
in his entrenchments. Accordingly, on the twenty-second 
of November, about nine in the morning, the Austrians 
began a most furious discharge of their cannon, forty of 
which were twenty-four pounders, and thus continaed 
without ceasing till one, when it was succeeded 1^ a 
severe fire of their small arms, which lasted till five in 
the evening. The Prussians, with undaunted resolution, 
stood two of the most violent attacks that were ever made; 
but at the third, overpowered by numbers, and assailed 
on both sides, they began to lose ground, and were forced 
to retire from one entrenchment to another. In this ex- 
tremity, night coming on, the Prussian generals fearing 
their entrenchments would be entirely forced, and that 
they should then be totally defeated, thought proper to 
retreat. The prince of Bevern, with the greatest part of 
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the nrmji i^ired td an eminence on the banln of the 1757^ 
Oder, whilst the rest of the troop« threw thenselTes into — — *- 
Breslaa, which they might ha^e defended, in all proba- 
MKtjr, till the king had come to his relief. But, on the 
twenty-fourth, their commander-in-chief, the prince of 
Severn, going to reconnoitre the enemy with only a single 
groom to attend him, fell in among a party of Croats, who 
took hiitt prisoner \ His army, thus deprived of their 
general, retreated northward that night, leaving in Bres- 
lau only four battalions, who, the next day, surrendered 
the place by capitulation, one of the articles of which was, 
that they should not serve against the empress or her 
allies for two years. All the magazines, chests, artillery, 
etc. remained in the hands of the Austrians. The garri* 
son marched out with all military honours, conducted by 
general Leswitz, governor of Breslau. Though the Aus* 
trians sung Te Deum for this victory, they owned that 
such another would put an end to their army; (ofr it cost 
them the lives of tvrelve thousand men; a number almost 
ecpial to the whole of the Prussian army before the battle. 
They had four almost inaccessible entrenchments to force^ 
planted thick with cannon, which fired cartridge shot from 
nine in the morning till the evening ; and the Prussians, 
when attacked, were never once put into the least confu- 
sion. Among the slain on the side of the Austrians, were 
general Wurben, and several other officers of distinction. 
The loss of the Prussians did not much exceed three 
thousand men, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, of which 

* We are told, that he mistook these Croats for Pnissian hussars. But some 
of the circumstaDces of this mvsterious affair were interpreted into a premedi- 
tated design in the fnince to be taken prisoner. It cannot otherwise be sup- 
posed that a man of his rank, a prince, a commander-in-chief, should officiously 
undertake the always dangerous task of reconnoitring the enemy with so sli|ht 
an attendance as only one man, and that but a groom, even if he had judged it 
oecessaiy to sec things with his own ^yes. Some secret dissatisfaction, hitherto 
unknown to us, may possibly have been the cause of his taking this step ; or, 
which teems stiU more probable, he might be ashamed, or, perhaps, even afraid, 
to see the king his master, after having so injudicious! v abandoned the defence 
of Bretlau by quitting his lines, which it is asserted nis Prussian maiesty had 
lent him express orders not to quit on any account whatever, for that he would 
certainly be with him by the filth of December, in which we shall find he kept 
his word. 
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1767. last there were about sixteen hundred. Their genenl 
Kleist was found dead on the field of battle. 

XX. The king of Prussia, who» like Csesar, thought 
nothing was done while any thing was left undone, stayed 
no longer at Rosbach than till the routed forces of the 
French and imperialists, whom he had 'defeated there on 
the fifth of November, were totally dispersed. Then he 
marched directly with the greatest part of his army fer 
Silesia, and on the twenty-fourth of that month arrived at 
Naumberg on the Queiss, a little river which runs into 
the Bobber, having in his route detached mareschal Keith, 
with the rest of his army, to clear Saxony from all the 
Austrian parties, and then to make an irruption into Bo- 
hemia, a service which he performed so effectually, as to 
raise large contributions in the circles of Sats and Leit- 
meritz, and even to give an alarm to Prague itself. Hii 
majesty reserved for himself only fifteen thousand men, 
with whom he advanced, with his usual rapidity, to Barch- 
witz, where, notwithstanding all that had happened at 
SchweidnitB and at Breslau, he was joined by twenty-foiff 
thousand more; part of them troops which he had ordered 
from Saxony, part the remains of the army lately com- 
manded by the prince of Bevem, and part the late gain- 
son of Schweidnitz, which had found means to escape from 
the Austrians, and accidentally joined their king upon his 
march ^ With this force, though greatly inferior in num- 
ber to that of the enemy, he resolved to attack the Aus- 
trians, who were entrenched at Lissa, near Breslau. On 

r ^ Whilst the Austrians were conducting them to prison, on their route the? 

^ chanced to hear of the victory their master had gained at Rosbach. Animated 

by these tiding, they unanimously rose upon the escort that guarded them, 

i which, happening not to be very strong, they entirely dispersed. Thus freed, 

they marched on, not very certain of their way, in hopes to rejoin some corps of 
the Prussian troops, their countrymen. The same fortune which freed tnem, 
led them directly to the army commanded by the king himself, which was hu- 
tening to their relief, as well as to that of the prince of Bevem. This unex- 
pected meeting was equally pleasing to both, the prisoners not having heard any 
thing of his majesty's march ; and at the same time, this lucky incident, whiM 
it added a considerable strength to the army, added likewise to iu confidence ; 
for the slightest occurrence is construed into an omen by an army at the eve of 
an engagement. 
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the fcurth of December he seised upon their ovens at 17S7. 
Neumarck, and upon a considerable magasine, guarded 
by two regime&ts of Croaia, who retired to a rising grouod» 
where his majesty ordered his hussars to surround them, 
and send a trumpet to Bummon them to surrender thenb- 
seirea priaoBers of war. Upon their refusal, the hussars 
of Ziethen ieU upon diem sabre in hand ; and some hun» 
dreds of them having been cut in pieces, the rest threw 
down their arms, begging for -quarter on their knees» 
After this seimre, and after having distrtil^uted to his army 
the bread prepared for his enemies, he began again the 
next morning his march towards Lissa. G«aeral Ziethen^ 
who led the vanguard of light horse, about seven in the 
morning feH in with a body of Austrian hussans, and three 
regiments of Saxon dragoons, which were the very best 
cavalry the enemy had left after the battle of the twenty^- 
aecond. They had been detached by the Austrians, in 
order to retard the king's march, and to conceal their owb« 
tiM tbeir batteries should be completed ; for, as they held 
the small snmber e£ the Phrussiaiis ia contempt, their in*- 
ieaDtian was to have met the king two German miles from 
their entrendmneMts. The Austrian cavalry having been 
Tagorously nspulsed to a connderable distance, genersi 
Zietben perceived that their whole army was forming. He 
imnaadiately acquainted the king with what he had dtsoo»- 
vered; and his migesty, sAer having bimseif observed tite 
disposition of tlie enemy, made his own with the sagacity 
■and despatch- liMT which he has always been remarkable. 
The action began by attacking a battery of forty pieces ef 
large cannon, a^ch covered the right wing of the enemy. 
The two hattalions of guaids, with the regiments of the 
margrave <Gh«rles and of itaenplita, mmrcbed up* amidst a 
mast tenifale fire, to the very mouths of idie cannon, wilb 
their hayonets screwed. In dits attack the Prussians sus- 
tained the greatest loss, though the battery was (Carried as 
soon almost as they could reach k: iSien the enemy's artil- 
lery, now turned against themselves, played furiously upon 
ihem with their own powder. From that instant the two 
wings and the cantM iof die Pr uasians oonttnued to drive 
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1757. the enemy before them, advancing all the time with that 
firm and regular pace for which they have always been 
renowned, without ever halting or giving way. The 
ground which the Austrians occupied was very advan- 
tageous ; and every circumstance that could render it more 
so had been improved to the utmost by the diligence and 
skill of count Daun, who, remembering his former succen, 
was emboldened to enter the lists again with his royal an- 
tagonist. The Prussians, however, no way terrified by 
the enemy's situation nor their numbers, went calmly and 
dreadfully forward. It was almost impossible, in the be- 
ginning, for the Prussian cavalry to act, on account of the 
impediments of fallen trees, which the enemy had cat 
down and laid in the field of battle, to retard their ap- 
proach ; but a judicious disposition which the king made 
overcame that disadvantage. When he first formed Us 
army, he had placed four battalions behind the cavak; of 
his right wing, foreseeing that general Nadasti, who was 
placed with a corps of reserve on the enemy's left, de- 
signed to take him in flank. It happened as he had fore- 
seen ; this general's horse attacked the king's right wing 
with great fury : but he was received with so severe a fire 
from the four battalions, that he was obliged to reCne in 
disorder. The enemy gave way on all sides ; but at Mme 
distance recovered themselves, and rallied three tiflies, 
animated by their officers, and by the superiority of dm 
numbers. Every time they made a stand, the Prusnans 
attacked them with redoubled vigour, and with success 
equal to their bravery. Towards night, the enemy, still 
retreating, fell into disorder. Their two wings fled in 
confusion : one of them, closely pressed by the king, re- 
tired towards Breslau, and took shelter under the cannon 
of that city ; the other, pursued by the greatest part of 
the light cavalry, took their flight towards Canth and 
Schweidnitz. Six thousand Austrians fell in this engage- 
ment ; and the Prussians, who had only five hundred men 
killed, and two thousand three hundred wounded, made 
upwards of ten thousand of the enemy prisoners, among 
whom were two hundred and ninety-one officers. They 
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took also an hundred and sixteen cannon, fifty-one colours 1757. 

and standards, and four thousand waggons of ammunition 

and baggage. The consequences that followed this Tic- 
tojy declared its importance. Future ages will read with 
astonishment, that the same prince, who but a few months 
before seemed oh the verge of inevitable ruin, merely by 
the dint of his own abilities, without the assistance of any 
friend whatever, with troops perpetually harassed by long 
and painful marches and by continual skirmishes and bat- 
tles, not only retrieved his affairs, which almost every one, 
except himself, thought past redress ; but, in the midst of 
winter, in countries where it was judged next to impossible 
for any troops to keep the field at that season, conquered 
the united forces of France and the empire at Rosbach, 
on the fifth of November ; and on the same day of the 
very next month, with a great part of the same army, was 
at Lissa, where he again triumphed over all the powers of 
the house of Austria. Pursuing his advantage, he imme- 
diately invested Breslau, and within two days after this 
great victory every thing was in readiness to besiege it in 
form. His troops, flushed with success, were at first for 
storming it; but the king, knowing the strength of the 
garrison, which consisted of upwards of thirteen thousand 
men, and considering both the fatigues which his own sol- 
diers had lately undergone, and the fatal consequences 
that might ensue, should they fail of success in this at- 
tempt, ordered the approaches to be carried on in the 
usual form. His commands were obeyed, and Breslau 
surrendered to him on the twentieth of December in the 
morning. The garrison, of which ten thousand bore arms, 
and between three and four thousand lay sick or wounded, 
were made prisoners of war. Fourteen of these prisoners 
were officers of high rank. The military chest, a vast 
treasure, with eighty pieces of cannon, fell into the hands 
of the victors, who lost only about twenty men in their ap- 
proaches. During the siege, a magazine of powder was 
set on fire by a bomb, which occasioned great confusion 
among the besieged, and damaged one of the bastions* 
The strong fortress of Schweidnitz still remained in the 
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1757. ctteihy's possession, defended by a gATrisMi so nniaerom^ 
that it might be compared to a sttiftU artny ; atid #htkt Uiil 
oontinated so, the kingf of Prussia's Tktories in Silesia Mrat 
t>f no decisive effect. For this reason, though it was now 
the dead of winter, and the soldiers stood in need cf re- 
pose, his majesty resolred, if possible, Co become master 
of that place before the end of the year; but as a close 
siege was impracticable, a blockade was formed) as strietly 
as the rigour of ihe season would pennit^i It was not, 
howerer, till the beginning of the ensuing campaign, diat 
this place Was taken. Th^ Prussian^ opened their trencbes 
before it on the third of April, one tliousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty-eightt and erected two large batl«rites, wbicb 
kept a continual fire upon the town. The artillery ef the 
beeibgen consisted of three hundred pieces oP oannoOy of 
different dmen8tolis> and eighty mortars ; an aniazing ar- 
tillery) and such as we have never heard of in former caih 
paigns. On the night of the fourteenth, the Prussism 
earried one of the chief works by assault, and lodged 
theb»elves therein : the commandant capitulated the neit 
day, with the garrison, which was now greatly reduced in 
number, being not half of what it amounted to at the be* 
^ginning of the blockade. Thus, all the parts of SiUs, 
which the king of Prussia had lost by one unfortuMte 
Mow, fell again into his possession ; and his affairs, wUck 
bat a few months before seemed irretrievable, were «0t 
re-established upon a firmer basis than ever. The Prus- 
•ian parties not only repossessed themselves of those parti 
of Silesia which belonged to their king, but penetrated nita 
the Austrian division, reduced Jagemdorf, Troppau, Tret- 
^hen, and several other places, and left the empress queea 
scarce any footing in that country, in which^ a few da]fS 
before, she reckoned her dominion perfectly established. 
XXL The Swedes, after many debates betnt^een 



c Such was the rigour of the season, that some hunJreda of the sentinels 
opined AHirn tiefad on theSf several posts, unable to snstain the severity of rt* 
cola. The Germans lie under the jg^eneml reproach of paving very little rc^vd 
to tKe lives of their soldiers ; and indeed this practice ot winter campaigns, in 
«uc1i ■ cold coimcry, beapetks very Bttle regard to the dietatea of hiUMiity. - 
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king and senate^ lia4 at length resolved ypon s^^ qpf p dfk» xt^j, 

claration against the king of Prussia, an^* ill cpQ^^penp^ 

of tbat resolutiooi vent sq ihi^q; trof^pf iatp Poi^^^apia^ 
that by the end of August their am^y in tbat CQuiiti^ 
amounted to twenty-five thousand nien. The^r fimt act of 
hostility was the seizure of Anelam and Demmin, tWQ 
towns that lay in the way of Stetin, against whiph their 
principal design was levellied. But before they procefid^ 
farther, general Hamilton^ their comniander* by way of 
justifying the conduct of hb master^ published a declarad 
tion, setting forthi ^' that the king of Sweden, a9 a gu%* 
rantee of the treaty of Weatphalia^ could not bielp siding 
bis troops into the upper part of the duchy of PoAierafiia, 
belonging to the king of Prussia ; and that^ tbereforei all 
the officers appointed to receive the public rev^nu^ iq 
that country must pay what money they had in tKeir band) 
to him, who was commifisioned to receive it for hi^ Sv^i^b 
mi^esty : that, moreover, an ei;:act account waa required^ 
within eight days, of the revenue) of the qountry } but th/^t 
no more than ordinary contributions wpuld be Aemjanded 
of the inhabitants* who might rest assured tbat |be S^wedisb 
troops should observe the strictest disoiplin^.** After tbi^ 
declaration, they attacked the little fortresa of Penemui|4a 
upon the river Pene, and on the twentyTtbifd pf Sept^mr 
ber, after a siege of nine days, obliged the garnaon, which 
consisted only of militia, to surrender th^mselvQ^ prjsoii^ry 
of w<ur. Thi9 alternative the commanding offi^v chose^ 
rather than engage not to serve for two years> ob^nilTg> 
that such an engagement was inconsistent with bif honoinr, 
whilst his prince had so much occasion fW bis service; 
and the Swedish general, touched with this noble way of 
thiidcing, was, on his part, so generous as to give him hi^ 
liberty. On the other hand» general Mahteuffel, who comr 
manded the Prussian forces then in Pomerania, amounting 
to twelve thousand men, with whom he was encamped 
before Stetin, to cover that place, published, in answer 
to this, a declaration, enjoining the inhabitants of Pome- 
rania to remain faithfVd to the king of Pn«99ia> their lawful 
aovereign^ under pain of incurring his just indignation. 
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1767. and absolutely forbidding them to pay any r^ard lo tlie 
Swedish manifesto. 

XXII. In the mean time, mareschal Lehwaid, immedi- 
ately after the battle of Norkitten, when the Russians 
began their retreat, detached prince Greorge of Holstein- 
Gottorp, with a considerable body of forces, to the relief 
of Pomerania; and shortly after, the Russian forces having 
totally evacuated every part of Prussia except Memel, 
and most of them being actually gone into winter quarters, 
he himself followed with an additional reinforcement of 

• 

sixteen thousand men. Upon his approach, the Swedes^ 
who were then encamped at Ferdinandshoff, and had be- 
gun to fill up the harbour of Schwinemunde, by way of 
previous preparation for the siege of Stetin, retired with 
such precipitation, that they did not allow themselves time 
to draw off a little garrison they had at WoUin, consistiiig 
of two hundred and ten men, who were made prisoners of 
war. Demmin was cannonaded by the Prussians on the 
twenty-ninth of December ; and the Swedes having lost 
one officer and forty men, desired to capitulate. As, in 
order to ease the troops, it was not thought proper to 
continue the siege in so sharp a season, their request was 
granted, and they had leave to retire with two pieces of 
cannon. The Prussians took possession of the town on 
the second day of January, after the Swedes had, on the 
thirtieth of December, Ukewise given up Anclam, where 
the conquerors took an hundred and fifty prisoners, and 
found a considerable magazine of provisions and ammuni- 
tion. Mareschal Lehwald then passed the Pene, entered 
Swedish Pomerania, and reduced Gutzkow, Loitz, Trip- 
sus, and Nebringen. At the same time, lieutenant-general 
Schorlemmer passed with his corps from the isle of WoUin 
into the isle of Usedom, and from thence to Wolgast, the 
Swedes having abandoned this town, as well as Schwine- 
munde, and the fort of Penemunde. The prince of 
Holstein advanced as far as Grimm and Grieffswalde; and 
the Swedes, losing one town after another, till they had 
nothing left in Pomerania but the port of Stralsunde, con- 
tinued retreating till they had reached this last places 
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The French party in Sweden, to comfort the people, 1757. 
called this retreat, or rather flight, going into winter quar* 
ters. The Prussian hussars were not idle wherever they 
penetrated; for, besides plundering and pillaging, they 
raised a contribution of an hundred and sixty thousand 
crowns in Swedish Pomerania. The Mecklenburghers, 
who had joined the Swedes with six thousand of their 
troops, now found cause to repent of their forwardness, 
being left quite exposed to the resentment of the victors, 
who chastised them with the most severe exactions. The 
army of the Swedes, though they did not fight a battle, 
was, by sickness, desertion, and other accidents, reduced 
to half the number it consisted of when they took the field. 
The landgrave of Hesse-Cassei, soon after his territories 
were invaded by the French, in consequence of their ad- 
vantage in the afikir of Hastenbeck, had appUed to the 
king of Sweden, as one of the guarantees of the treaty of 
Westphalia, desiring him to employ his good offices with 
the court of France, to obtain a more favourable treatment 
for lus dominions: but his Swedbh majesty, by the advice 
of the senate, thought proper to refuse complying with 
this request, alleging, that as the crown of Sweden was 
one of the principal guarantees of the treaty of Westpha- 
lia, it would be highly improper to take such a step, in fa- 
vour of a prince who had not only broke the laws and 
constitutions of the empire, in refusing to furnish his con- 
tingent, but had even assisted with his troops a power 
known to be its declared enemy. The Aulic council too, 
seeing, or pretending to see, the behaviour of the land- 
grave in the same light, issued a decree against his serene 
highness towards the end of this year. 

XXIII. The court of Great Britain, justly displeased 
with the Dutch, on account of the extreme facility with 
which they had granted the French a free passage through 
Namur and Maestricht for their provisions, ammunition, 
and artillery, in the beginning of this campaign, had very 
properly remonstrated against that step, before it was ab- 
solutely resolved on, or at least declared to be so : but in 
vain; a pusillanimous answer being all the satisfaction that 
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1757. wa« obtained. The tameness and indiflfinreiic^ wiih wUek 
-"""^ Ihe 8tates*general had since aeen Oatend and Nieuporl 
put into the hands of the French, drew «p(m their high 
mightinesaes a further remonstrancei wkich was deliTered 
to them on the twenty->eightb of November of tlus year hf 
colonel Yorke» his Britannic mi^eatj*8 plempotentiary at 
the Hague, in the following terms, well calcuUted to 
awaken in them a due sense of their own danger, aa well 
aa to evince the injustice of the proceedinga of the house 
of Austria : — *^ Considering the critical aituittioa whidi 
Europe had been in during the courae of this jear, in 
consequence of measures concerted to emlnroil all Eun^pe^ 
the king of Great Britain was willing to flatter himself 
that the courts of Vienna and Versailles, out of regard to 
the circumspect' conduct observed by your high mighti* 
nesses, would have at least informed you of the changtf 
they Iiave thought proper to make in the Auatrian Ne- 
therlands. It was with the utmost surprise the king 
heard, that without any previous consent of youra, and 
almost without giving you any notice, the court of Vienna 
had thought proper to put the towns of Ostend and Niear 
port into the hands of the French .troops, and to with* 
draw her own, as well as her artillery and storea, wlubt 
France continues to send thither a formidable quantity of 
both. The conduct of the court of Vienna towards Us 
majesty is indeed so unmerited and so extraordinary, that 
it ia difficult to find words to express it: but whatever fid* 
lacious pretexts she may have made use of to palliiite her 
behaviour towards England, it does not appear that they 
can be extended so far as to excuse the infringement, in 
concert with France, of the most solemn treaties between 
her and your high mightinesses. The king never doubted 
that your high mightinesses would have made proper ie» 
presentations to the two courts newly allied, to demon- 
strate the injustice of such a proceeding, and the danger 
that might afterwards result from it. Your high mighti- 
nesses will have perceived tliat your silence on the first 
step encouraged the two courts, newly allied, to attempt 
others ; and who can say where they will stop ? The pre^ 
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text al first waa^ the ne^d which the emprefia queen atood IW* 
in of the troops for the war kindled in the empire^ and th« ^"""^ 
neeesaity of providing for the safety of those iaiportant 
places^ and afterwards of their imaginary danger firom 
England. But, high and noghty lords» it is but too erin 
dent that the two powers who have taken these measurea 
in concert, have other projects in viewj and have made 
new regulations with regard to that country^ which cannot 
but alarm the neighbouring stales. The late demand made 
to your high mightinesses^ of a passage for a large train 
of warlike implements through some of the barrier towna, 
in order to be sent to Ostend and Nieuport, could not fa3 
to awaken the king's attention. The sincere friendship 
and parity of interests of Great Britain and Holland^ re«^ 
quire that they should no longer keep silence, lest, in the 
iasue, it should be considered as a tacit ccmsentj and aa a 
relinquishment of all our rights. The king commands me> 
therefore, to recall to your high mightinesses the twofold 
right you have acquired to keep the Austrian Netherlanda 
under the government of the house of Austria; and that 
no other has a title to make the least alteration therein^ 
without the consent of your high mightinesses; unless the 
new allies have resolved to set aside all prior treaties, and 
to dispose at pleasure of every thing that may suit their 
private interest. In the treaty between your high migbtirt 
neases and the crown of France, signed at Utrecht, on the 
eleventh of April, one thousand seven hundred and thir<- 
teen, in the fifteenth article, are these words : «' It is also 
agreed, that no province, fort, town, or city of the said 
Netherlands, or of those which are given up by his catho* 
lie majesty, shall ever be ceded, transferred, or given, or 
shall ever devolve, to the crown of France, or any prince 
or princess of the house or line of France, either by virtue 
of any gift, exchange, marriage contract, succession by 
will, or by any other title whatever, to the power and au- 
thority of the most christian king, or of any prince or 
princess of the house or line of France/ In the barrier 
tveaty, these very stipulations are repeated in the first ar** 
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1767. tide : * His imperial and catholic majesty promises and 
engages, that no province, city, town, fortress, or terri- 
tory of the said country, shall be ceded, transferred, 
given, or devolve to the crown of France, or to any^ other 
but the successor of the German dominions of the house 
of Austria, either by donation, sale, exchange, marriage 
contract, heritage, testamentary succession, nor under any 
other pretext whatsoever ; so that no province, town, for- 
tress, or territory of the said Netherlands, shall erer be 
subject to any other prince, but to the successor of the 
states of the house of Austria alone, excepting what has 
been yielded by the present treaty to the said lords the 
states-general.' A bare reading of these two articles ii 
sufficient to evince all that I have just represented to your 
high mightinesses; and whatever pretext the courts of 
Vienna and Versailles may allege, to cover the infractioD 
of these treaties, the thing remains, nevertheless, evident, 
whilst these two courts are unable to prove that the towns 
of Ostend and Nieuport are not actually in the power of 
France. If their designs are just, or agreeable to those 
treaties, they will doubtless not scruple in the least to 
make your high mightinesses easy on that head, by openly 
explaining themselves to a quiet and pacific neighbour, 
and by giving you indisputable proofs of their intentions 
to fulfil the stipulations of the said two treaties with re- 
gard to the Netherlands. The king hath so much confi- 
dence in the good sense, prudence, and friendship of your 
high mightinesses, that he makes not the least doubt of 
your taking the most efficacious measures to clear up an 
affair of such importance ; and of your being pleased, in 
concert with his majesty, to watch over the fate of a coun- 
try, whose situation and independence have, for more 
than a century, been regarded as one of the principal sup- 
ports of your liberty and commerce.** It does not appear 
that this remonstrance had the desired effect upon the 
states-general, who were apprehensive of embroiling them- 
selves with an enemy so remarkably alert in taking all ad- 
vantages. The truth is, they were not only unprepared 
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fbr a Tuptare with Fmnce, but extremely unwilling to 1757. 
forego the commercial profits which they derived from 
their neutrality. 

XXIV. The king of Prussia, about this period, began 
to harbour a suspicion that certain other powers longed 
eagerly to enjoy the same respite from the dangers and 
inconveniencies of war, and that he ran the risk of being 
abandoned by his sole patron and ally, who seemed greatly 
alarmed at his defeat in Bohemia, and desirous of detach- 
ing himself from a connexion which might be productive 
of the most disagreeable consequences to his continental 
interest. Stimulated by this opinion, his Prussian majesty 
is said to have written an expos tulatory letter** to the king 
of Great Britain, in which he very plainly taxes that monr 
arch with having instigated him to commence hostilities ; 
and insists upon his remembering the engagements by 
which he was so solemnly bound. From the strain of this 
letter, and the Prussian's declaration to the British mini** 
ster when he first set out for Saxony, importing, that he 
was going to fight the king of England's battles, a notion 
was generally conceived, that these two powers had agreed 
to certain private pacta or conventions, the particulars of 
which have not yet transpired. Certain it is, a declaration 
was delivered to the Prussian resident at London, which 
appears to have been calculated as an answer to the letter. 
In that paper the king of Great Britain declared, that the 
overtures made by his majesty's electoral ministers in Ger« 
many, touching the checks received on the continent, 
should have no influence on his majesty as king : that he 

* The letter, which was writtea in French, we have li an&lated for the reader's 
satisfaction. 

'* 1 am informed that the design of a treaty of neutrality for the electorate of 
Hanover is not yet laid aside. Is it possible that your majesty can have so little 
fortitude and constancy, as to be dispirited by a small reverse of fortune T Are 
affairs so ruinous that they cannot be repaired t 1 hope your majesty will con* 
aider the step you have made me hazard, and remember that you are the sole 
cause of these misfortunes that now impend over my head. I should never have 
abandoned the alliance of France, but for your flattering assurances. I do not 
DOW repent of the treaty I have concluded with your majesty ; but I expect you 
will not ingloriously leave roe at the mercy of my enemies, after having brought 
upon me all the force of Europe. I depend upon your adhering to your repeated 
engagements of the twenty-sixth of last month, and that you will listen to no 
treaty in which I am not oomprtlieiided." 



188 HISTORY OF BNOLANEL 

1757. 8aw» in the same Hght as before, the pernicioiis cfl&clsrf 
the union between the courts of Vienna 9mA Versailki, 
threatening a subversion of the whole system of pubiir 
liberty, and of the independence of the European powers: 
that he considered as a fatal oonseqiienee of this dangerous 
connexion the cession made by the court of Vienna of 
the ports in the Netherlands to Franoe in suck a critical 
situation, and contrary to the faith of the moat aolean 
treaties : that whatever might be the suoeess of his arms, 
his majesty was determined to act in constant concert with 
ih/t king of Prussia, in employing the most efficacious 
means to frustrate the unjust and oppressive designs of 
their common enemies. Me ooncluded with aaauring the 
king of Prussia, that the British crown would continue fes 
folfil, with the greatest punctuality, its engagements with 
his Prussian majesty, and to support him with firouieai 
and vigour. Such a representation could not &il of bmg 
agreeable to a prince, who, at this juncture, stood in need 
of an extraordinary cordial. He knew he could securely 
depend, not only on the good faith of an English ministiy, 
but also on the good plight of the British nation, iriiieb, 
Kke an indulgent nurse, hath always presentee) the nipple 
to her meagre German allies. Those, however, whs pre- 
tended to consider and canvas events without prejudice and 
prepossession, could not help owning their surprise, st 
hearing an alliance stigmatized as pernicious to the systea 
of public liberty, and subversive of the independence of 
the European powers, as they remembered that thb aOi-< 
ance was the effect of necessity, to which the house of 
Austria was reduced, for its own preservation ; reduced, 
as its friends and partisans afiirm, by those very potentates 
that now reproached her with these connexions. 

XXV. His Britannic majesty was resolved that the 
king of Prussia should have no cause to complain of his 
indifference, whatever reasons he had to exclaim agaimt 
the convention of Closter-Seven, which he did not scruple 
to condemn as a very scandalous capitulation, as much as 
' he disapproved of the conduct in consequence of which 
near forty thousand men were so shi^efully disarmed, 
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and lost to his cause. Those stipulations also met with a 1767. 
very unfiivourable riecepdon in England^ where the mo- 
tioos of the allied army, in their retreat before the enemy, 
were very freely censured, and some great names exposed 
to the ridicule and contempt of the public. This event, 
so singular in itself, and so important in its consequences, 
attracted the attention of the privy council, where it is 
said to have been canvassed with great warmth and ani- 
mosity of altercation. The general complained that he 
was restricted by peremptory orders from the regency of 
Hanover ; and they were reported to have used recrimi- 
nations iit their defends. In all probability, every circum- 
etance of the dispute was not explained to the satisfaction 
of aU patties, inasmuch as that great commander quitted 
the harvest of military glory^ and« like another Gncinna- 
tus, retired to his plough. The convention of Closter- 
Seven wais equally disagreeable to the courts of London 
and Versailles. The former saw the electorate of Hftnovur 
left, by this capitubuion, at the mercy of the enemy, who 
had taken possession of the whole country, seized the 
revettMs, exacted contributions, and changed the whole 
form of government, in the name of his most chrbHan ma- 
jesty ^ while the French army, whi^h had been employed 
in opposing the Hano? emns, was now at liberty to throw 
their additional force into the scale against the kii^ of 
Prussia, who, at that period, seemed to totter on the verge 
^ destruction. On the other hand, the French ministry 
thought their general had granted too favourable terms 
to a body of forces whom he had cooped up in such a 
manner, that, id a little time, they must have surrendered 
at discrietiofi. They therefore determined, either to pro- 
voke the Hanoverians by ill usage to an infraction of the 
treaty, or, should tha^t be found impracticable, renounce it 
as an imperfect convention, established without proper 
authority. Both expedients were used without reserve. 
They were no sooner informed of the capitulation, than 
they refused to acknowledge its validity, except on con- 
dition that the Hanoveriui troops should formally enga^ 
to desist firom all aervice agaiast France and her dlies 
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1767. during the present war, and be disarmed on their retm 
"^ to their own country. At the same time her general, who 

commanded in the electorate, exhausted the country, hj 
levying exorbitant contributions, and conmred at such 
outrages as degraded his own dignity, and reflected dis- 
grace on the character of his nation. The court of Lon- 
don, to make a merit of necessity, affected to consider the 
conventional act as a provisional armistice, to pave the 
way for a negotiation that might terminate in a genersi 
peace, and proposals were offered for that purpose; hot 
the French ministry kept aloof, and seemed reaolred that 
the electorate of Hanover should be annexed to thdr 
king's dominions. At least they were bent upon keepmg 
it as a precious depositum, which, in the plan of a genenl 
pacification, they imagined would counterbalance any sd- 
vantage that Great Britain might obtain in other parti of 
the world. Had they been allowed to keep this depoiit, 
the kingdom of Great Britain would have saved about 
twenty millions of money, together with the lires of her 
best soldiers; and Westphalia would have continued to 
enjoy all the blessings of security and peace. But the 
king of England*s tenderness for Hanover was one of the 
chief sources of the misfortunes which befel the elecfwate. 
He could not bear the thoughts of seeing it, even for a 
season, in the hands of the enemy; and his own sentiments 
in this particular were reinforced by the pressing remon- 
strances of the Prussian monarch, whom at this juncture 
he thought it dangerous to disoblige. Actuated by these 
motives, he was pleased to see the articles of the conven- 
tion so palpably contravened, because the violation un- 
bound his hands, and enabled him, consistently with good 
faith, to take effectual steps for the assistance of his ally, 
and the recovery of his own dominions. He, therefore, 
in quality of elector of Brunswick-Lunenbourg, published 
a declaration, observing, ^' that his royal highness the 
duke of Cumberland had, on his part, honestly fulfilled 
all the conditions of the convention; but the duke de 
Richelieu demanded that the troops should enter into an 
engagement specified above, and lay down their arms; 
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although it was expressly stipulated in the convention^ 1757. 
that they should not be regarded as prisoners of war, 
under which quality alone they could be disarmed : that 
the French court pretended to treat the convention as a 
military regulation only; and, indeed, it was originally 
nothing more; but as they had expressly disowned its 
validity, and a negotiation had been actually begun for 
disarming the auxiliaries upon certain conditions, though 
the French general would never answer categorically, but 
waited always for fresh instructions from Versailles, the 
nature of that act was totally changed, and what was at 
first an agreement between general and general, was now 
become a matter of state between the two courts of Lon- 
don and Versailles : that, however hard the conditions of 
the convention appeared to be for the troops of Hanover, 
his Britannic majesty would have acquiesced in them, 
had not the French glaringly discovered their design of 
totally ruining his army and his dominions; and, by the 
most outrageous conduct, freed his Britannic majesty from 
every obligation under which he had been laid by the con- 
vention : that, in the midst of the armistice, the most open 
hostilities had been committed ; the castle of Schartzfels 
had been forcibly seized and pillaged, and the garrison 
made prisoners of war ; the prisoners made by the French 
before the convention had not been restored, according to 
an express article stipulated between the generals, though 
it had been fulfilled on the part of the electorate, by the 
immediate release of the French prisoners ; the bailies of 
those districts from which the French troops were ex- 
cluded by mutual agreement, had been summoned, on 
pain of military execution, to appear before the French 
commissary, and compelled to deliver into his hands the 
public revenue; the French had appropriated to them- 
selves part of those magazines which, by express agree- 
ment, were destined for the use of the electoral troops ; 
and they had seized the houses, revenue, and com belong- 
ing to the king of England in the city of Bremen, in vio- 
lation of their engagement.to consider that city as a place 
absolutely firee and neutral. He took notice, that they 
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17^. had proceeded to menaoei unheard of anong ciTilind 
people, of bumuigy sacMng, and dettroyiag ev«ry thing 
that fdl in their way, shoidd the least hesitation be asade 
in executing the convention according to dieir interpr e ts* 
tion.** Such were the professed coosiderationa diat de* 
terntined his Britannic majesty to renouace the agreeneiit 
which they had Tiolated, and have recourse to arms fin 
the rdief of his subjects and allies. It was in conseqiKBee 
of this detenaination that he conferred the command of 
hiB electond army on prince Ferdinand of Branswid^, 
brother to the duke of that name, who had dislmguished 
ImnBelf in the Prussian army by his great ■rititary talents, 
and was, by blood and inclination, as well as interest, sup- 
posed warmly attached to his Britannic mi^eaty. The 
truth is, the king of Prussia recommended hisi to tliii 
oommand, because he knew he could depend upon in 
concurring with all his measures, in conducting the open- 
tions of the Britbh army. The duke de Richetiea wasns 
sooner informed of these particulars, than he sent a letter 
to priaoe Ferdinand, specifying, " that although for soat 
days lie had perceived the Hanoverian troops in motion, 
in order to form themselves into a body, he could not 
ioMgrne the object of these movements was to inbiagt 
the convention of neutrality which had been estabhihed 
between the duke of Cumberland and fatraself, as Ficnck 
general: that he was blinded so far by his confidence ia 
dbe good faitli of the elector of Hanover, who had signed 
that convention, as to believe the troops were assembled 
for no other purpose than to be distributed into winter 
quarters, which had been assigned them by tbe agiee^ 
ment; but his eyes were at last opened, by repeated 
advices which he had received from all quarters, import^ 
ing, that the Hanovenans intended to infringe diese 
articles which ought to be sacred and inviolable. H« at 
firmed, the king his ma^er was still willing to give freih 
proofs of his moderation, and his desire to spare the ef- 
fusion of human blood : with that view he declund to his 
serene highness, in the name of his most christian majesty, 
that he persisted in his resolution of fulfilling exactly aU 
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the points of the conventiotiy provided they should be 1757. 
equally observed by the Hanoverian army ; but he could 
not help apprising his serene highness^ that if this army 
should take any equivocal step, and, still more, should it 
commit any act of hostility, he ivould then push matters 
to the last extremity^ looking upon himself as authorised 
so to do by the rules of war : that he would set fire to all 
palaces, houses, and gardens ; sack all the towns and vil* 
lages, without sparing the most inconsiderable cottage; 
and subject the country to all the horrors of war and 
devastation. He conjured his serene highness to reflect 
on these particulars; and begged he would not lay him 
under the necessity of taking steps so contrary to bis own 
personal character, as well as to the natural hunianity of 
the French nation." To this letter, which was seconded 
by the count de Lynar, the Danish ambassador, who had 
mediated the convention, prince Ferdinand returned a 
▼ery laconic answer, intimating that he would give the 
duke de Richelieu his answer in person at the head of his 
army. At this particular juncture, the French general 
was disposed to abide by the original articles of the con- 
vention, rather than draw upon himself the hostilities of 
an army which he knew to be brave, resolute, and well 
appointed ; and which he saw at present animated with an 
eager desire of wiping out the disgrace they had sustained 
by the capitulation, as well as of relieving their country 
from the grievous oppression under which it groaned, 

XXVI. About the latter end of November the Hano- 
verian army was wholly assembled at Stade, under the 
auspices of prince Ferdinand, who resolved without delay 
to drii« the French from the electorate, whither they now 
began their march. Part of the enemy *s rear, consisting 
of two thousand men^ was, in their march back to Zell, 
attacked in the baiUwick of Ebstorff, and entirely de- 
feated by general Schuylenbourg ; and, in a few days after 
this action, another happened upon the river Aller, be- 
tween two considerable bodies of each army, in which the 
Hanoverians, commanded by general Zastrow, remained 
masters of the field. These petty advantages served Jo 
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1767. encourage the allies, and put them in posseaaion of Lu- 
nenberg, Zell, and part of the Brunawick domtnioiiB, whidi 
the enemy were obliged to abandon. The operatioDs of 
prince Ferdinand, however, were retarded by the resolu- 
tion and obstinate perseverance of the French ofEcer who 
commanded the garrison of Harbourg. When the Hano- 
verian troops made themselves masters of the town, he 
retired into the castle, which he held out against a consi- 
derable detachment of the allied army, by whom it wii 
invested : at length, however, the fortifications being en- 
tirely demolislied, he surrendered upon capitulation. Oo 
the sixth day of December, prince Ferdinand began his 
march towards Zell, where the French army had taken 
post, under the command of the duke de Richelieu^ who, 
at the approach of the Hanoverians, called in his ad- 
vanced parties, abandoned several magazines, burned aO 
the farm-houses and buildings belonging to the sheep 
walks of his Britannic majesty, without paying the least 
regard to the representations made by prince Ferdinand 
on this subject; reduced the suburbs of Zell to ashei, 
after having allowed his men to plunder the houses, and 
even set fire to the orphan hospital, in which a greai 
number of helpless children are said to have perished. 
One cannot, without horror, reflect upon such brutal acts 
of inhumanity. The French troops, on divers occanooa, 
and in different parts of the empire, acted tragedies of 
the same nature, which are not easily reconcileable to the 
character of a nation famed for sentiment and civility. 
The Hanoverians having advanced within a league of 
Zell, the two armies began to cannonade each other; the 
French troops, posted on the right of the AUer, burned 
their magazines, and returned into the town, where they 
were so strongly entrenched, that prince Ferdinand could 
not attempt the river, the passes of which were strongly 
guarded by the enemy. At the same time his troops were 
exposed to great hardships from the severity of the wea- 
ther; he, therefore, retreated to Ultzen and Lunenbourg, 
where his army was put into winter quarters, and executed 
several small enterprises by detachment, while the French 
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generml fixed his bead quarters in the city of Hanover, 
his eantonments extending as far as Zell» in the neigh* 
bourhood of which many sharp skirmishes were fought 
from the out-parties with various success. Their imperial 
majesties were no sooner apprised of these transactions, 
which they considered as infractions of the convention, 
than they sent an intimation to the baron de Steinberg, 
minister from the king of Great Britain as elector of Han- 
over, that he should appear no more at court, or confer 
with their ministers ; and that his residing at Vienna, as 
he might easily conceive, could not be very agreeable : in 
consequence of which message he retired, after having 
obtained the necessary passports for his departure. The 
chagrin occasioned at the court of Vienna by the Hano- 
verian army's having recourse to their arms again, was in 
some measure alleviated by the certain tidings received 
from Petersburgh, that the czarina had signed her acces- 
sion in form to the treaty between the courts of Vienna, 
Versailles, and Stockholm. 

XXVU. In closing our account of this year's transac* 
tions on the continent, we may observe, that on the six- 
teenth day of November the queen of Poland died at 
Berlin of an apoplexy, supposed to be occasioned by the 
shock she received on hearing that the French were to* 
tally defeated at Rosbach. She was a lady of exemplary 
virtue and piety, whose constitution had been broke by 
grief and anxiety conceived from the distress of her own 
family, as well as from the misery to which she saw her 
people exposed. With respect to the European powers 
that were not actually engaged as principals in the war, they 
seemed industriously to avoid every step that might be 
construed a deviation from the most scrupulous neutrality. 
The states-general proceeded with great circumspection, 
in the middle course, between two powerful neighbours, 
equally jealous and formidable; and the king of Spain 
was gratified for his forbearance with a convention settled 
between him and the bliligerent powers, implying, that 
his subjects should pursue their commerce at sea without 
molestation, provided they should not transport those 
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1767. articles of merchandise which were deemed contraband 
by all nations. The operations at sea during the course 
of this year, either in Europe or America, were far from 
being decisive or important. The commerce of Great 
Britain sustained considerable damage from the actirity 
and success of French privateers, of which a great num- 
ber had been equipped in the islands of Martinique and 
Guadaloupe. The Greenwich ship of war, mounted with 
fifty guns, and a frigate of twenty, fell into the hands of 
the enemy, together with a very considerable number of 
trading vessels. On the other hand, the English cruiseis 
and privateers acquitted themselves with equal Tigilance 
and valour. The Due d'Aquitaine, a large ship of fifty 
guns, was taken in the month of June by two British ships 
of war, after a severe engagement ; and about the same 
time, the Aquilon, of nearly the same force, was driven 
ashore and destroyed near Brest, by the Antelope, one of 
the British cruisers. A French frigate of twenty-six guns, 
called the Emeraude, was taken in the channel, after • 
warm engagement, by an English ship of inferior force, 
under the command of captain Gilchrist, a gallant and 
alert officer, who, in the sequel, signalised himself on 
divers occasions by very extraordinary acts of valour. 
All the sea-officers seemed to be animated with a noble 
emulation to distinguish themselves in the service of their 
country ; and the spirit descended even to the captains of 
privateers, who, instead of imitating the former com- 
manders of that class, in avoiding ships of force, and cen- 
tring their whole attention in advantageous prizes, now 
encountered the armed ships of the enemy, and fought 
with the most obstinate valour in the pursuit of national 
glory. 

XXVIII. Perhaps history cannot afford a more re- 
markable instance of desperate courage than that which 
was exerted in December of the preceding year, by the 
officers and crew of an Eftglish ^jrivateer, called the Ter- 
rible, under the command of taptain William Death, 
equipped with twenty-six carriage guns, and manned with 
two hundred sailors. On the twenty-tliird day of the 
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month he engaged and made prize of a large French ship 1757. 
from St. Domingo, after an obstinate battle, in which he 
lost his own brother and sixteen seamen : then he secured 
with forty men his prize, which contained a valuable 
cargo, and directed his course to England ; but in a few 
days he had the misfortune to fall in with the Vengeance, 
a privateer of St. Maloes, carrying thirty-six large cannon, 
with a complement of three hundred and sixty men. Their 
first step was to attack the prize, which was easily re- 
taken ; then the two ships bore down upon the Terrible, 
whose mainmast was shot away by the first broadside. 
Notwithstanding this disaster, the Terrible maintained 
such a furious engagement against both as can hardly be 
paralleled in the annals of Britain. The French conw 
mander and his second were killed, with two thirds of his 
company ; but the gallant captain Death, with the greater 
part of his officers, and almost his whole crew, having met 
with the same fate, his ship was boarded by the enemy, 
who found no more than twenty-six persons alive, sixteen 
of whom were mutilated by the loss of leg or arm, and the 
other ten grievously wounded. The ship itself was so 
shattered, that it could scarcely be kept above water, and 
the whole exhibited a scene of blood, horror, and desola- 
tion. The victor itself lay like a wreck on the surface.; 
and in this condition made shift, with great difficulty, to 
tow the Terrible* into St. Maloes, where she was not be- 
held without astomshment and terror. This adventure 
was no sooner known in England, than a liberal subscrip- 
tion was raised for the support of Death's widow, and 
that part of the crew which survived the engagement. In 
this, and every sea rencounter that happened within the 
present year, the superiority in skill and resolution was 
ascertained to the British mariners ; for even when they 
fought against great odds, their courage was generally 
crowned with success. In the month' of November cap- 
tain Lockhart, a young gentleman who had already ren- 

• There was a straoge combination of names belonging to this privateer ; the 
Terrible, equipped at Execution dock, commanded by captain Death, whose 
lieutenant was called DeTil, and who bad one Ghost for surgeon. 
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1767. dered himself a terror to the enemy as commander oft 
Bmall frigate, now added considerably to his reputation, 
by reducing the Melampe, a French privateer of Bayonne, 
greatly superior to his own ship in number of men and 
weight of metal. This exploit was seconded by another 
of the same nature, in his conquest of another French sd- 
Tenturer, called the Countess of Grammont ; and a thinl 
large privateer of Bayonne was taken by captain Saumt- 
rez, commander of the Antelope. In a word, the narrov 
seas were so well guarded, that in a little time scarce a 
French ship durst appear in the ElngUsh channel, whidi 
the British traders navigated without molestaticMi. 

XXIX. On the first day of December, the king of 
Great Britain opened the session of parliament with a 
speech from the throne, which seemed calculated to pre- 
pare the nation for the expense of maintaining a new wv 
on the continent of Europe. His majesty graciously de- 
clared, that it would have given him a most sensible pies- 
sure to acquaint them at the opening of the session, thm 
his success in carrying on the war had been equal to the 
justice of his cause, and the extent and vigour of die mes- 
sures formed for that purpose. He expressed the finseit 
confidence, that the spirit and bravery of the natiso, bo 
renowned in all times, which had formerly surmounted lo 
many difficulties, were not to be abated by a few disap- 
pointments, which he trusted might be retrieved fay the 
blessing of Gtxl, and the zeal and ardour of his parliament 
for his majesty's honour and the advantage of their coan- 
try. He said it was his determined resolution to apply 
his utmost efibrts for the security of his kingdoms, and far 
the recovery and protection of the possessions and rights 
of his crown and subjects in America and elsewhere, ss 
well by the strongest exertion of his naval force, as by sU 
other methods. He signified, that another great object 
which he had at heart was, the preservation of the pro- 
testant religion, and the liberties of Europe; and, in that 
view, to encourage and adhere to his allies. For this 
cause, he assured them, he would decline no inconveni- 
encies, and in this cause he earnestly solicited their hearty 
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concurrence and Tigorous assistance. He observed, that 1757. 
the kte signal success in Germany had ^ven a happy ~ 
turn to affairs^ which it was incumbent on them to im* 
prove ; and that, in such a critical conjuncture, the eyes 
of all Europe were upon them. He particularly recom- 
mended to them, that his good brother and ally, the king 
of Prussia, might be supported in such a manner as his 
magnanimity and active zeal for the common cause ap» 
peared to deserve. To the commons he expressed his 
concern, that the large supplies they had already granted 
did not produce all the good fruits they had reason to ex- 
pect ; but he had so great a reliance on their wisdom, as 
not to doubt of their perseverance. ^He only desired such 
supplies as should be necessary for the public service; and 
told them they might depend upon it, that the best and 
most faithful economy should be used. He took notice of 
that spirit of disorder which had shown itself among the 
common people in some parts of the kingdom ; he laid in- 
junctions upon them to use their endeavours for discou- 
raging and suppressing such abuses, and for maintaining 
the. laws and lawful authority. He concluded with ob- 
serving, that nothing would so effectually conduce to the 
defence of all that was dear to the nation, as well as to 
the reducing their enemies to reason, as union and har- 
mony among themselves. The time was, when every para-- 
graph of this harangue, which the reader wUl perceive is^ 
not remarkable for its elegance and propriety, would have 
been canvassed and impugned by the country party in the 
house of commons. They would have imputed the bad 
success of the war to the indiscretion of the ministry, in 
taking preposterous measures, and appointing command- 
ers unequal to the service. They would have inquired in 
what manner the protestant religion was epdangered ; and, 
if it was, how it could be preserved or promoted by ad- 
hering to allies, who, without provocation, had well nigh 
ruined the first and principal protestant country of the 
empire. They would have started doubts with respect to 
the late signal success in Germany, and hinted, that it 
would only serve to protract the burthen of a continental 





J800 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1767. war. They would hare owned that the eyes of all Europe 
^were upon them, and drawn this consequence, that it 
therefore behoved them to act with the more delicacy and 
caution in discharge of the sacred trust reposed in them 
by their constituents; a trust which their consciences 
would not allow to be faithfully discharged, should they 
rush precipitately into the destructive measures of a rash 
and prodigal ministry, squander away the wealth of the 
nation, and add to the grievous encumbrances under which 
it groaned, in support of connexions and alliances that 
were equally foreign to her consideration, and pernicious 
to her interest. They would have investigated that cause 
which was so warmly recommended for support, and pre* 
tended to discover that it was a cause in which Great 
Britain ought to have had no concern, because it pro- 
duced a certainty of loss, without the least prospect of ad* 
vantage. They would have varied essentially in their opin^ 
ions of the necessary supplies, from the sentiments of 
those who prepared the estimates, and even declared some 
doubts about the economy to be used in managing the 
national expense: finally, they would have represented 
the impossibility of union between the two parties, one of 
which seemed bent upon reducing the other to beggary 
and contempt. Such was the strain that used to flow 
from an opposition, said to consist of disloyalty and dis* 
appointed ambition. But that malignant spirit was now 
happily extinguished. The voice of the sovereign was 
adored as the oracle of a divinity ; and those happy days 
were now approaching that saw the commons of England 
pour their treasures, in support of a German prince, with 
such a generous hand, that posterity will be amazed at 
their liberality. 
A.D. 1758. XXX. To the speech of his majesty the house of lords 
returned an address, in such terms of complacency as had 
long distinguished that illustrious assembly. The com* 
mons expressed their approbation and confidence ¥ritb 
equal ardour, and not one objection was made to the form 
or nature of the address ; though one gentleman, equally 
independent in his mind and fortune, took exceptions tp 
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some of the measures which had been lately pursued. 1758. 
Their complaisance was more substantially specified m 
the resolutions of the house, as soon as the two great com* 
mittees of supply were appointed. They granted for the 
sea service of the ensuing year sixty thousand men, in* 
eluding fourteen thousand eight hundred and forty-five 
marines; and the standing army, comprehending four 
thousand invalids, was fixed at fifty-three thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-seven efiective men, commission and 
non-commission ofiScers included. For the maintenance 
of these forces by sea and land, the charge of guards and 
garrisons at home and abroad, the expense of the ord* 
nance, and in order to make good the sum which had 
been issued by his majesty's orders in pursuance of the 
address from the commons, they now allotted four mil- 
lions twenty-two thousand eight hundred and seven 
pounds seven shillings and threepence. They unani- 
mously granted, as a present supply in tho, then critical 
exigency, towards enabling his majesty to maintain and 
keep together the army formed last year in his electoral 
dominions, and then again put in motion and actually enb- 
ployed against the common enemy, in concert with the 
king of Prussia, the sum of one hundred thousand pounds: 
for the ordinary of the navy, uicluding half pay to the sea 
ofiScers, they allowed two hundred and twenty-four thou- 
sand four hundred and twenty-one pounds five shillings 
and eightpence : towards the building and support of the 
three hospitals for seamen at Gosport, Plymouth, and 
Greenwich, thirty thousand pounds : for the reduced offi- 
cers of the land forces and marines, pensions to the 
widows of officers, and other such military contingencies, 
forty thousand nine hundred and twenty-six pounds 
seventeen shillings and elevenpence: towards building, 
rebuilding, and repairs of his majesty's ships for the en- 
suing year, the sum of two hundred thousand pounds : for 
defraying the charge of two thousand one hundred and 
twenty horse, and nine thousand nine hundred infantry, 
together with the general and staff officers, the officers of 
ihe hospital and the train of artillery, being the troops of 




HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 



1768. the landgraye of Hesse-Casael in the pay of Great 

tain, for sixty days, together with the subsidy for the 

time, pursuant to treaty, they assigned thirty-eight thou* 
sand three hundred and sixty pounds nineteen ahillingi 
and tenpence three farthings. To the Foundling hoepitsl 
they gave forty thousand pounds, for the maintenance and 
education of deserted young children, as well as for the 
reception of all such as should be presented under a C8^ 
tain age, to be limited by the governors and guardians of 
that charity. Three hundred thousand pounda were 
given towards discharging the debt of the navy, and tw» 
hundred and eighty-four thousand eight hundred and tve 
pounds for making up the deficiency of the grants for the 
service of the preceding year. The landgrave of Hesss* 
Cassel was, moreover, gratified with the further aum ef 
two hundred and three thousand five hundred and thirty* 
six pounds, four shillings and ninepenoe farthing, for the 
maintenance of his forces, and the remainder of his snl^ 
sidy. They granted six hundred and seventy thousand 
pounds for enabling hu majesty to make good his engaga- 
ments with the king of Prussia, pursuant to a conventios 
lately concluded with that potentate. For defraying the 
charge of thirty-eight thousand men of the troops of 
Hanover, Wolfenbuttel, Saxe-Gotha, and the couDt of 
Buckebourg, together with that of general and staff offi^ 
cers actually employed against the common enemy, in con- 
cert with the king of Prussia, from the twenty-eighth dty 
of November in the last, to the twenty-fourth of Decem- 
ber in the present year inclusive, to be issued in advance 
every two months, they allotted the sum of four hundred 
and sixty-three thousand and eighty-four pounds six shil- 
lings and tenpence ; and furthermore, they granted three 
hundred and eighty-six thousand nine hundred and fifteen 
pounds thirteen shillings and twopence, to defray the 
charges of forage, bread-waggons, train of artillery, pro- 
visions, wood, straw, and all other extraordinary expenses, 
contingencies, and losses whatsoever incurred, or to be 
incurred, on account of his majesty's army, consisting of 
thirty-eight thousand men, actually employed against the 
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common enemy, in coneert with the king of Prussia, from I76flf. 
NoTember last to next December inclusive. For the ex- 
traordinary expenses of the land forces and other ser* 
▼ices incurred in the course of the last year, and not pro- 
Tided for by parliament, they allowed one hundred and 
forty-five thousand four hundred and fifty-four pounds 
fifteen shillings and one farthing. They provided eight 
hundred thousand pounds to enable his majesty to defray 
the like sum raised in pursuance of an act made in the 
last session of parliament, and charged upon the first 
aids and supplies to be granted in the current session. 
Twenty-six thousand pounds were bestowed on the out- 
pensioners of Chelsea hospital ; above twenty thousand 
for the expense of maintaining the colonies of Nova Scotia 
and Greorgia ; for reimbursing to the province of Massa- 
chuset's iMiy, and the colony of Connecticut, their expense 
in furnishing provisions and stores to the troops raised by 
them for his majesty's service, in the campaign of the year 
one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, the sum of 
forty-one thousand one hundred and seventeen pounds 
seventeen shillings and sixpence halfpenny ; to be applied 
towards the rebuilding of London bridge, carrying on the 
works for fortifying and securing the harbour of Milford, 
and repairing the parish church of St. IMTargaret, in 
Westminster, they allotted twenty-nine thousand pounds. 
The Blast India company were indulged with twenty thou- 
sand pounds OB account, towards enabling them to defray 
the expense of a military force in their settlements, to be 
maintained by them in lieu of the battalion of his majesty'a 
forces withdrawn firom those settlements : the sum of ten 
thousand pounds was given, as usual, for maintaining and 
supporting the British forts and settlements on the coast 
of Africa ; and eleven thousand four hundred and fifty 
were granted as an augmentation to the salaries of the 
judges in the superior courts of judicature. They Uke- 
wise provided one hundred thousand pounds for defraying 
the charge of pay and clothing to the militia; and advanced 
eight hundred thousand pounds, to enable his majesty to 
defiray any extraordinary expenses of the war, incurred or 
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1758. to be incurred, for the service of the current year ; and to 
take all such measures as might be necessary to disap- 
point or defeat any enterprises or designs of his enemies, 
as the exigency of his affairs might require. The whole 
supplies of this session amounted to the enormous siun of 
ten millions four hundred and eighty-six thousand four 
hundred and fifty-seven pounds and one penny. Nothing 
could so plainly demonstrate the implicit confidence which 
the parliament at this juncture reposed in the sovereign 
and the minbtry, as their conduct in granting such liberal 
supplies, great part of which were bestowed in favour of 
Qur Grerman alUes, whom the British nation thus gener- 
ously paid for fighting their own battles. Besides the sunt 
of one million eight hundred and sixty-one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety*seven pounds four shillings and 
eightpence, expressly assigned for the support of theie 
continental connexions, a sum considerably exceeding the 
whole of the revenue raised in the reign of Charles die 
second, and what part of the sum granted to the king for 
extraordinary expenses might be applied to the same me, 
the article might not improperly be swelled with the vast 
expense incurred by expeditions to the coast of France; 
the chief, if not sole, design of which seemed to be a dh 
version in favour of the nation's alUes in Germany, by 
preventing France from sending such numerous anmes 
into that country as it could have spared, had hot its sea- 
coasts required a considerable body offerees for its de- 
fence against the attempts of the English. Indeed the 
partisans of the ministry were at great pains to suggest 
and inculcate a belief, that the war in Germany was chiefly 
supported as a necessary diversion in favour of Great 
Britain and her plantations, which would have been ex- 
posed to insult and invasion, had not the enemy's forces 
been otherwise employed. But the absurdity of this 
notion will at once appear to those who consider, that by 
this time Great Britain was sole mistress of the sea ; that 
the navy of France was almost ruined, and her commerce 
on the ocean quite extinguished ; that she could not, with 
the least prospect of success, hazard any expedition of 
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consequence against Great Britain, or any part of her do- 1768. 
minionsy while the ocean was covered with such powerful 
navies belonging to that nation ; and that if one third 
part of the money annually ingulfed in the German 
vortex, had been employed in augmenting the naval forces 
of England, and those forces properly exerted, not a 
single cruiser would have been able to stir from the har« 
hours of France; all her colonies in the West Indies 
'would have fallen an easy prey to the arms of Great Bri- 
tain; and thus cut off from. the resources of commerce, 
she must have been content to embrace such terms of 
peace as the victor should have thought proper to pre- 
scribe. 

XXXL The funds established by the committee of 
ways and means, in order to realise those articles of sup- 
ply, consisted of the malt tax, the land tax, at four shil- 
lings in the pound, sums remaining in the exchequer, pro- 
duced from the sinking fund, four millions five hundred 
thousand pounds to be raised by annuities, at three 
pounds ten shillings per cent, per ann. and five hundred 
thousand pounds by a lottery, attended with annuities re- 
deemable by parliament, after the rate of three pounds 
per cent, per ann. these several annuities to be transferable 
at the bank of England, and charged upon a fiind to be 
established in this session of parliament for payment 
thereof, and for which the sinking fund should be a col- 
lateral security' — one million six hundred and six thou- 
sand and seventy-six pounds five shillings one penny 

' It WIS enacted, that every person subscribing for five hundred pounds 
should be entitled to four hundred and fifty in annuities, and fifty pounds in 
lottery tickets, and so in proportion for a greater or less sum : that the lottery 
should consist of tickets of the value of ten pounds each, in a proportion not 
exceeding eight blanks to a prize ; the blanks to be of the value ot six pounds 
each ; the blanks and prizes to bear an interest after the rate of three pounds 
per cent, to commence from the first day of January, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and fifty-nine ; and that the sum of four millions five hundred 
thousand pounds, to be raised by annuities, should bear an interest after the 
rate of three pounds ten shillings per cent, from the fifth day of July, in the 
present year ; which annuities should stand reduced to three pounds per cent, 
after the expiration of twenty-four years, and afterwards be redeemable in the 
whole, or in part, by sums not less than five hundred thousand pounds at one 
time, six months' notice having been first given of such payments respectively : 
that any inbscriber might, on or before the twenty-ninth day of Apnl, make ft 
deposit often poandt per cent, on atich turns as he should cbooee to subscribe 
towards raising these five milliooi, with the cashiers of the bank, as a security for 
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OBS fSitCliiiigi isfiied and applied out of such moniet is 
' ahoold or might arise from the siirphiaes, excessesy mi 
<»ther reyenuea composing the sinking fund — a tax of om 
shilling in the pound to be annually paid from all salariei, 
fees, and perquisites of offices and employments in Ghrett 
Britain, and from all pensions and other gratuities payable 
out of any revenues belonging to his majesty in Grest 
Britain, exceeding the yearly value of one hundred pounds 
— an imposition of one shilling annually upon every dwell- 
ing-house inhabited within the kingdom of Oreat Britsin, 
over and above all other duties already chargeable upon 
them, to commence from the fifth day of April — an addi- 
tional tax of sixpence yearly for every window or light ia 
eveVy dweUing-house inhabited in Britain which shall con- 
tain fifteen windows or upwards — a continuation of certsia 
acts near expiring, with respect to the duties payable oo 
foreign sailcloth imported into Great Britain, the export- 
ation of British gunpowder, the securing and enconragiif 
the trade of his majesty's sugar colonies in America, and 
the empowering the importers and proprietors of spiriti 
fit>m the British sugar plantations to land them befae 
payment of the duties of excise, and to lodge them in 
warehouses at their own expense^ — an annual tax ^bitj 
shillings for a licence to be taken out by every penan 
trading in, selling, or vending gold or silver plate, in Uea 
of the duty of sixpence per ounce on all silver plate, 
made or wrought, or which ought to be touched, assayedi 
or marked in this kingdom, which duty now ceaaed and 
determined — ^a cessation of all drawbacks payable on the 
exportation of silver plate — a law prohibiting all persost 
from selling, by retail, any sweet or made wines, without 
having first procured a licence for that purpose — and s 
loan by exchequer bills for eight hundred thousand poundB, 

hU future pa^meuts on the days appoiDted for that purpose ; and the aeTCitl 
sums 80 received by the cashiers should be paid into the receipt of the cxdie- 
quer, to be applied from time to time to such services as should then hare beta 
voted by the house of commons in this session of parliament, and not otherwise: 
that any subscriber paying the whole or any part of his subscription previous to 
the days appointed for the respective payments, should be allowed a disooiint» 
at the rate of three per cent, from the days of such respective payments to the 
respective times on which such payments were directed to be made; and that 
all persons who sbonld make their full payments on the said loUeryf shoeM 
leeeiTe their tickets as soon as they ooold be conveniently oMde out* 
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o be charged on the firtt aids to be granted in the next i7Ai. 
leaaion of parliament. These provisions amounted to the 
mm of eleven millions seventy-nine thousand seven hun- 
Ired and twenty-two pounds six shillings and tenpence» 
exceeding the grants in the sum of five hundred and 
linety-three thousand two hundred and sixty-five pounds 
lix shillings and ninepence, so that the nation had reason 
kO hope that this surplus of above half a million would 
prevent any demand for deficiencies in the next session. 
By these copious grants of the house of commons^ whose 
complaisance knew no boundst the nationxd debt was, at 
JiiS juncture, swelled to the astonishing sum of eighty- 
leven millions three hundred and sixty-seven thousand 
;wo hundred and ten pounds nineteen shillings and ten- 
)ence farthing; a load that would have crushed the na- 
aonal credit of any other state in Christendom. 

XXXII. The liberality of the parliament was like the 
rock in the wilderness, which flowed with the welcome 
itream when touched by the rod of Moses. The present 
ivpply which the commons granted for the subsistence of 
iIm Hanoverian army was, in pursuance of a message from 
his uafestyi communicated to the house by Mr. secretary 
Pitt, signifying, that the king bad ordered his electoral 
irmy to be put again in motion, that it might act with 
rigour against the common enemy, in concert with his 
good brother and ally, the king of Prussia : that the ex- 
bausted and ruined state of the electorate having rendered 
rt incapable of maintaining that army, until the further 
necessary charge, thereof, as well as the more particular 
measures then concerting for the effectual support of his 
Prussian majesty, could be laid before the house ; the king, 
relying on the constant zeal of his faithful commons for 
the support of the protestant religion and of the liberties 
of Europe against the dangerous designs of France and 
her confederates, found himself, in the mean time, under 
the absolute necessity of recommending to the house the 
speedy consideration of such a present supply as might 
enable his majesty, in this critical conjuncture, to subsbt 
and keep together the said army. This address was no 
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1768. sooner recited by the speaker, than it was unanimoiislf 
~ referred to the committee of supply, who gratified his ms- 

jesty's wish with an immediate resolution; and, consider- 
• ing their generous disposition, doubtless the same comjJi- 
ance would have appeared, even though no mention had 
been made of the protestant religion, which, to men of 
ordinary penetration, appeared to have no natural conoeni 
in the present dispute between the belligerent powers; 
although former ministers had often violently introduced 
it into messages and speeches from the throne, in order to 
dazzle the eyes of the populace, even while they insulted 
the understanding of those who were capable of exerdsing 
their own reason. This pretext was worn so threadbare, 
that, among the sensible part of mankind, it could no 
longer be used without incurring contempt and ridicule. 
In order to persuade mankind that the protestant religion 
was in danger, it would have been necessary to specify 
the designs that were formed against it, as well as the 
nature of the conspiracy, and to descend to particulsn 
properly authenticated. In that case, great part of Eu- 
rope would have been justly alarmed. The states-general 
of the United Provinces, who have made such glorious 
and indefatigable efforts in support of the protestant reU* 
gion, would surely have lent an helping hand towsrds its 
preservation. The Danes would not have stood tamely 
neutral, and seen the religion they profess exposed to the 
rage of such a powerful confederacy. It is not to be ima- 
gined that the Swedes, who had so zealously maintained 
the purity of the protestant faith, would now join an as- 
sociation whose aim was the ruin of that reUgion. It is 
not credible, that even the Hungarians, who profess the 
same faith, and other protestant states of the empire, 
would enter so heartily into the interests of those who 
were bent upon its destruction; or that the Russians 
would contribute to the aggrandisement of the catholic 
faith and discipline, so opposite to that of the Greek 
church, which they espouse. As, therefore, no particular 
of such a design was explained, no act of oppression to- 
wards any protestant state or society pointed out, except 
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those that were exerciaed by the prQtestwIa thf^in^ehres ; \i^. 
and as the court of Vieiuia repeatedly disavowed any 9wch 
design, in the most solemn manner, the unprejudiced part 
of mankind will be apt to conclude that the cry of religipjpi 
vas usedi as in former times, to arouse, alarm, wd in- 
flame : nor did the artifice prove altogether unsuccessful* 
Notwithstanding the genecal hikewarmth of the age in 
matters of religion, it produced considerable effect among 
the fanatic sectaries that swarm through the kingdom of 
England. The leaders of those blind enthusiasts, eithep 
actuated by the spirit of delusion, or desirous of r^conir 
mending themselves to the protection of the higher powenf^ 
immediately seis&ed the hint, e^^patiating vehemently on 
the danger that impended over God*s people ; ancl e^certr 
iog all their faculties to impfess the belief of a religfqu^ 
war, which never fails to exasperate and impel the minds 
of men to such djeisds of cruelty and revenge as must disr 
credit all religion, and even disgrace humanity. The 
signal trust and confidence which the parliament 6f Engr 
Und reposed in the kiiyg at this juncture, was in nothing 
mojoe conspicuous t^an in leaving to the crown the unli- ' 
mited applicatiton of the sum granted for augmenting the 
salaries of the judges. In the reign of king William, 
when l^he act of settlement was passed, the parliament, 
jealoua of the inflnency^ which the crown might acquire 
jQy.ev the judges, provided* by an express clause of that 
actj that the commissions of the judges should subaist 
^^immdm 9e bme gesseriU, and that their salaries should 
he e^tabUahed ; hut now we find a sum of money granted 
for the augmeptatioQ of their salaries, and the crow^ 
lirested with a discretionary power tp proportion and apply 
jtbis auginentation : a stretch of complaisance which, how 
safe soeyer it may appear during the reign of a prince 
famed for integrity and moderation, will perhaps one day 
be considered as a very dangerous accession to the prero- 
gative. 

^Ifj^lll, So fully pe^;9i4^ded were the ministry that 
the commons would cheerfully enable them to pay what 
subsidies they might' promise to their <German allies, that 

VOL. IV. P 
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1758. on the eleyenth of April they concluded a new treaty of 
" convention with his Prussian majesty, ivrbich, that it migfal 
have the firmer consistence and the greater authority, 
was, on the part of Great Britain, transacted and signed 
by almost all the privy counsellors who had any share in 
the administration '• This treaty, which was signed at' 
Westminster, imported, " that the contracting powers 
having mutually resolved to continue their efforts for their 
reciprocal defence and security, for the recovery of their 
possessions, the protection of their allies, and the support 
of the liberties of the Germanic body, his Britannic ma- 
jesty had, from these considerations, determined to grant 
to his Prussian majesty an immediate succour in money, 
as being the most ready and most efiScacious ; and their 
majesties having judged it proper that thereupon a con- 
vention should be made, for declaring and fixing thdr 
intentions upon this head, they had nominated and autho- 
rised their respective ministers, who, after having comma- 
nicated their ftill powers to one another, agreed to the 
following stipulations: — The king of Great Britain en- 
gAgcd to pay in the city of London, to such persons as 
should be authorised to receive it by his Prussian majesty, 
the sum of four millions of German crowns, amoundngr to 
six hundred and seventy thousand pounds sterling, to be 
paid at once, and in one whole sum, immediately after the 
exchange of ratifications, upon being demanded by hi^ 
Prussian majesty. This prince, on his part, obl^ed him- 
self to apply that sum to the maintaining and augmenting 
his forces, which should act in the best manner for the 
good of the common cause, and for the purpose of reci- 
procal defence and mutual security, proposed by their 
said majesties. Moreover, the high contracting parties 
engaged not to conclude any treaty of peace, truce, or 

f Thete were, sir Robert Heoley, lord keeper of the great seal ; John, eid 
of Granville, pretident of the council ; Thomas Holies, duke of Newcastle, fint 
commissioner of the treasury ; Robert, carl of Holdernesse, one of the priDcipal 
secreUnes of state ; PhUip, earl of Hardwicke ; and William Pitt, esqraooUier 
of the principal secretaries of sUte : in the name and on the part of his Phunsa 
majesty, the sieura Dado Henry, baron of Knyphausen, his privy counsellor of 
embassy, and minister plenipotentiary at Uw court of London; and Lewb 
Michel, his resident and charge d'affaires. 
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neutrality, nor any other sort of convention or agreement, 1758. 
^ith the powers engaged in the present war, but in con- — — 
cert and by mutual agreement, wherein both should be 
nominally comprehended. Finally, it was stipulated that 
this convention should be ratified, and the ratifications 
exchanged on both sides, within the term of six weeks, to 
be computed from the day of signing this present conven- 
tion, or sooner, if possible. 

XXXiy. All the resolutions to which the committee 
of ways and means agreed were executed by bills, or 
clauses in bills, which afterwards received the royal sane* 
tion. The militia still continued to be an object of parlia- 
mentary care and attention: but the institution was not 
yet heartily embraced, because seemingly discountenanced 
by the remnant of the old ministry, which still maintained 
a capital place in the late coalition, and indeed almost 
wholly engrossed the distribution of pensions and places. 
The commons having presented an address to his majesty 
with respect to the harbour of Milford-haven, a book of 
plans and estimates for fortifying that harbour was laid 
before the house, and a committee appointed to examine 
the particulars. They were of opinion, that tlie mouth 
of the harbour was too wide to admit of any fortification, 
or effectual defence ; but that the passage called Nailand- 
point, lying higher than Hubberstone-road, might be for- 
tified, so as to afford safe riding and protection to the 
trade and navy of Great Britain : that, if it should be 
thought proper hereafter to establish a yard and dock for 
building and equipping fleets at Milford, no place could, 
from the situation^ nature, Koil, and a general concurrence 
of all necessary local circumstances, be more fitted for 
such a design: that if a proper use. were made of this 
valuable though long neglected harbour, the distressful 
delays too often embarrassing and disappointing the na- 
tion in her naval operations, might be in a great measure 
happily removed, to the infinite relief and enlargement of 
the kingdom in the means of improving its naval force ; 
the necessary progress and firee execution of which was 
now. so unhappily and frequently restrained and firustrated, 

f2 
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1768. by the want of a barbouv like that of Milford-haYeiit 

fhimed by nature with such local advantages. This fe* 

port appeared to be so well supported by evidetioe, that a 
bill was framed, and passed into an act, for granting tea 
thousand pounds towards carrying on the works for forti^ 
iying and securing the harbour pf Milford in the coonty 
of Pembroke* Other laws of national consequence weit 
enacted, in the course of this session, with litde or no sp» 
position. On the rery first day of thw sitting, the com- 
mons iteceived a petition from the mayor, magistrate^ 
merchants, and inhabitants of Liverpool^ compIaittiBg of 
the h^ price of wheat and other gtain( expressing thsir 
apprehension that it would continue to rise^ unless the 
lime for the importation of foreign c<irn, dQly-firee» shDoU 
be prolonged, or some other salutary measure taken bf 
pmrliiament, to prevent dealers from engrossing com) sob- 
mittikig to the wisdom of the house a total prohibition ef 
distflling akid exporting grain while the high price shoiU 
eonlintte ; praying they would ti^e the premises into eon- 
feidl^ration, and gt*ant a seasonable relief to the petitioos(% 
by the conthiuance of a free importation^ and takilig sack 
other effectual means to reduce the growing price of oori 
MB to them should seem necessary and expedient. Thk 
being an urgent case, that equally interested the huMnitjr 
of the l^slature and the manufactures of the kingdsshit 
wiss deliberated upon and discussed with remarkabis dfr- 
aj^atch. In a few days a bill was prepared, pass^ througk 
both bouses, and enacted into a law, continuii^ till ikt 
twenty-fourth day of December, in the present year^ the 
three acts of last session; foi; prohibiting the ^xportatiofi 
of cons; for prohibiting the distillation of spirits; and fer 
allowing the importation of corn, duty-free. A secoad 
law was established, regulating the price and assise of 
bread, and subjecting to sevei^ penalties those who should 
be concerned in its adulteration. In consequence of ce^ 
tain resolutions taken in a committee of the whole house, 
a bill was presented for prohibiting the payment of tke 
bounty upon the exportation of corn, unless sold at a 
lower price than is allowed in an act passed in the first 
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year gf the reign of William and Mary ; but thU billy after 1761. 
lutTing been read a second time and committed^ was oa- 
glectedi and proved abortive. 

XXXV. In consequence of a motion made by Mr. 
Grrentille, a bumane bill was prepared and brought in fi>r 
the encouragement of seamen employed in the royal navy, 
establishing a regular method for the punctual, frequent, 
and certain payment of their wages ; enabling them more 
easily and readily to remit money for the support of their 
wives and families, and preventing the frauds and abusea 
attending such payments. This bill, having passed the 
lower house, engaged in a very particular manner the at- 
tention of the lords, who, by divers messages to the house 
of .commons, desired the attendance of several members* 
These messages being taken into consideration, seveaal 
precedents were recitf^ : a debate arose about their for- 
mality ; and the house unammously resolv/cd that a message 
should be sent to the lords, acquainting them that the 
house of commons, not being su£Sciently informed by their 
messages upon what grounds, or for what purposes, their 
lordships desired the house would glare leave to such of 
theit members as were named in the said messages to at- 
tend the house of lords, in order to be examined upgn the 
second reading of the bill, the commons hoped their lord- 
ships would make them acquainted with their intention^ 
The lords, in answer to this intimation, gave the.commona 
to understand, that they desired the attendance ^ the 
members mentioned in their messages, that they nught be 
examined as witnesses upon the second reading of the hill. 
This explanation being deeig^ satbfactory, the members 
attended the house of lords, where they were carefully 
and fully examined, as persons conversant in sea affairs, 
touching the inconveniencies which had formerly attended 
the sea service, a» well as the remedies now proposed : 
and the bill having passed through their house, though 
not without warm opposition, was enacted into a law by 
his majesty's assent. The militia act, as it passed in the 
last session, being found upon trial defective, Mr. Towns- 
hend moved for leave to bring in a new hill, to explain. 




^ 
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1768. amend, and enforce it: this was accordingly allowed, pie^ 
" pared, and passed into a law ; though it did not seem 
altogether free from material objections, some of which 
were of an alarming nature. The power vested by law in 
the crown over the militia, is even more independent than 
that which it exercises over the standing army; for this last 
expires at the end of the year, if not continued by a new 
act of parliament ; whereas the militia is subjected to the 
power of the crown for the term of five years, during 
which it may be called out into actual service without con- 
sent of parliament, and consequently employed for sinister 
purposes. A commission-officer in the militia may be de- 
tained, as subject to the articles of war, until the crown 
shall allow the militia to return to their respective parishes; 
and thus engaged, he is liable to death as a mutineer or 
deserter, should he refuse to appear in arms, and fight in 
support of the worst measures of the worst minister. 
Several merchants and manufacturers of silk offered t 
petition, representing, that in consequence of the set 
passed in the last session, allowing the importation of fine 
organzine Italian thrown silk till the first day of Decem- 
ber, in the year one thousand seven hundred and fiify- 
seven, they had given orders to their correspondents 
abroad to send large quantities of such silk through 
Germany to Hamburgh and Holland, which, in the com- 
mon course of things, might probably have arrived in 
London before the act expired, if their carriage bad not 
been protracted by the great rains and inundations in 
Italy and Germany, in the months of August and Sep- 
tember last, which rendered^ the roads for many weeb 
impassable: that from unlucky accidents on shore, and 
storms and contrary winds after the silk was shipped, it 
could not possibly arrive within the time limited by the 
act; and unless it should be admitted to an entry, they, 
the petitioners, would be great sufferers, the manufactures 
greatly prejudiced, and the good end and purpose of the 
act in a great measure frustrated : they therefore prayed 
leave to bring in a bill for allowing the introduction of all 
such Bne Italian organzined silk as should appear to have 
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been shipped in Holland and Hamburgh for London, on 1758. 
or before the first day of December. The petition being 
referred to a committee, which reported that these alle- 
gations were true, the house complied with their request, 
and the bill having passed, was enacted into a law in the 
usual form. A speedy x)assage was likewise granted to 
the mutiny bill, and the other annual measures for regu« 
lating the marine forces, which contained nothing new or 
extraordinary. A committee being appomted to inquire 
what laws were already expired, or near expiring, they 
performed this difficult task with indefatigable patience 
and perseverance; and, in pursuance of their resolutions, 
three bills were prepared and passed into laws, continuing 
some acts for a certain time, and rendering others per- 
petual**. 

XXXVI. The lord mayor, aldermen, and commons of 
the city of London, in common council assembled, having 
drawn up a petition to the house of commons, alleging 
that the toll upon loaded vessels, or other craft, passing 
through the arches of London bridge, granted by a 

^ Among thote rendered perpetual, we find tn act of the thirteenth and 
fourteenth of Charles the second for preventing theft and rapine. An act of the 
ninth of George the first for punishing persons going armed in disguise. A 
clause in the act of the sixth of George the second to prevent the breaking down 
the bank of any river ^ and another clause in the said act, to prevent the trea- 
cherous cutting of hop-binds. Sereral clauses in an act of the tenth of George 
Uie second for punishing persons setting on fire any mine, etc. The temporary 

Sart of the act of the twentieth of George the second for taking away the here- 
itary jurisdictions of Scotland, relating to the power of appealing to circuit 
courts. Those continued were, I. An act of the twelfth of Georee the second 
for granting liberty to carry sugars, etc. udtil the twenty-ninth of September, in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-four, and to the end of the next 
session of parliament. II. An act of the fifth of George the second to prevent 
frauds by bankrupts, etc. for the sam^ period. III. An act of the eighth of 
George the second for encouraging the importation of naval stores, etc. for the 
same period. IV. An act of the ninteenth of George the second for preventing 
frauds in the admeasurement of coals, etc. until June 24, 1759 ; and to this was 
added, a perpetual clause for preventing the stealing or destroyifig of madder 
roots, v. An act of the ninth of George the second for encouraging the manu- 
fticture of British sail-cloth until the twenty- ninth of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and sixty- four. VI. An act of the fourth of George the second 
granting an allowance upon British-made gunpowder, for the same period. VII. 
An act of the fourth of George the second for encouraging the trade of the sugar 
colonies, until the twenty-ninth of September, one thousand seven hundred and 
aixty-one. And; VIII. so much of the act of the fifteenth and sixteenth of George 
the second to empower the importers of rum, etc. as relates to landing it before 
the payment of duties, until the twenty-ninth of September, one thousand sevea 
hunared and sixty-four. 
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1758. fbrmer act, passed in the y^ar one tboiisand seven hwh 

" ~ dred and fifty, for improving^ widening, and eiilargiiig the 

passage both under and over the said bridge, wiaa alts^ 
getfaer precarioos, and insufficient to defray the expense, 
faicluding that of a temporary wooden bridged abrelidy 
erected ; and praying that a bill might ht prepared, for 
explaining and rendering that act e£EfccUial; a-oOtnmitlee 
was appointed to examine die contents, and a biU brengbt 
in according to their reiquest. This, however, waa 0|h 
posed by a petition from beveral persons^ owners ef baigss 
and otiier craft navigating the river Thrives, who affiriJtwd, 
that if the bill should pass into a law as it then atoodvit 
would be extremely injurious to the petitioners te patti- 
cuhtr, and to the public in general. These were heard 
by their counsel before the committee ; but no report wsi 
yet given, wlien the temporary bridge was feduced to 
ashes. Then the mayor, aldermen, and <x>mmons of Los- 
don presented another petition, alleging, that, in pursuanoe 
of the powers vested in them by act of parlikment, tbej 
had already demolished a good ifumbei'of the houses on 
London bridge, and directed the rest that were standing 
to be taken -down with all conlvenient 'expedition, that two 
pt the arches might be laid into one for the linprovemeBt 
of the navigation: that they had, at a very great expeme, 
erected a temporary wooden bridge, to preserve a pa\>&c 
passage to and from the city, until the great arch should 
he finished ; which temporary bridge being ooneuined bj 
fire, they must rebuild it with the greatest expedition, at 
a fuifther considerable expense : that the sum necessary 
for carrying on and completing this great and useful work, 
including the rebuilding of the said t6tiipoirary bridge, Wts 
estimated at fourscore thousand pounds ; and as the ifln- 
proving, widening, and enlarging London bridge was cal- 
culated for the general good of the public, for the ad- 
vancement of ti*ade and commerce, and for making the 
navigation upon the river Thames more safe and secure ; 
they, therefore, prayed the house to take the premises 
into consideration. This petition being recommended by 
his majesty to the consideration of the house, was referred 
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to a cotnnittee of siipply, and produced the reeolution of 1768. 
granting fifteen thousand pounds tiywards the rebuilding 
of London bkidge. A bill was prepared under the title 
of ail act to improve, iriden/and enlarge the passage over 
and through London bridge, enforcing the payment of 
the toll imposed upon loaded vessels, which had been 
found extremely biirtbensome to trade ; but this encum- 
brance was prevented by another petition of several mer- 
chants, tradesmen, and other inhabitants of the borough 
of'SoutUwark, taking notice ^f the fifteen thousand pounds 
granted towards the repair of London bridge, AmI, as 
they were informed, intended to make the said brid^ 
itee for all his majesty's subjects : they said they hoped 
to partake of tfail; public bounty ; but afterwards bearing 
that the bill then depending was confined to the tdUs for-* 
merly granted for repairing the said bridge, they repre- 
sented the hardships which they and all traders would 
continue to labour under: they alleged, that the surveycMrs 
mnd workmen, then employed upon this work, had di&«o- 
T^red the true principles on which iHae bridge w^as built ; 
that the foundation of the friers consisted of hard durable 
Btone, well cemented together, and now as strong and 
firm as when first built: that when the bridge should be 
finished, great savings would be made in keeping it in re- 
pair, from the sums formerly expended, on a mistaken 
opinion, that the foundation was of wood : that there were 
very considerable estates appointed solely for the repairs 
of the bridge, which, they apprehended, would be suffi- 
cient to maintain it -without any toll ; or if they should not 
be thought adequate to that purpose, they hoped the de- 
ficiency would not be made up by a toll upon trade and 
commerce, but rather by an imposition on coaches, cha- 
riots, chaises, and saddle horses. This remonstrance 
made no impression on the house. The bill being, on a 
motion of sir John Philips, read a third time, passed 
through both houses, and obtained the royal assent. 

XXXVIL The interest of the manufacturers was also 
consulted in an act encouraging the growth of madder, a 
plant essentially necessary in dying and printing calicoes^ 
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1768. which may be raised in England without the least inem- 
Yenience. It was judged, upon inquiry, that the moit 
effectual means to encourage the growth of this commo- 
dity would be to ascertain the tithe of it, and a lull wu 
brought in for that purpose. The rate of the tithe was 
established at five shillings an acre ; and it waa enacted, 
that this law should continue in force for fourteen years, 
and to the end of the next session of parliament ; but 
wherefore this encouragement was made temporary, it ii 
not easy to determine. The laws relating to the poor, 
though equally numerous and oppressive to the subject, 
having been found defective, a new clause, relating to the 
settlement of servants and apprentices, was now added to 
an act passed in the twentieth year of the present reign, 
entitled, '' An act for the better adjusting and more easily 
recovering of the wages of certain servants, and of certain 
apprentices.** No country in the universe can produce so 
many laws made in behalf of the poor as those that an 
daily accumulating in England ; in no other country is 
there so much money raised for their support, by private 
charity, as well as public taxation ; yet this, as much ai 
any country, swarms with vagrant beggars, and teems 
with objects of misery and distress ; a sure sign either of 
misconduct in the legislature, or a' shameful relaxation in 
the executive part of the civil administration. The scenes 
of corruption, perjury, riot, and intemperance which every 
election for a member of parliament bad lately produced, 
were now grown so infamously open and intolerable, and 
the right of voting was rendered so obscure and per- 
plexed, by the pretensions and proceedings of all the can- 
didates for Oxfordshire in the last election, that the fun- 
damentals of the constitution seemed to shake, and the 
very essence of parliaments to be in danger. Actuated 
by these apprehensions, sir John Philips, a gentleman of 
Wales, who had long distinguished himself in the opposi- 
tion by his courage and independent spirit, moved for 
leave to bring in a bill that should obviate any doubts 
which might arise concerning the election of knights of 
the shire to serve in parliament for England, and further 
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regulate the proceedings of such elections. He was ac- 1758. 
cordinglj permitted to bring in such a bill, in conjunction 
with Mr. Townshend, Mr. Cornwall, and lords North 
and Carysfort; and in the usual course, the bill being 
prepared, was enacted into a law, under the title of, ** An 
act for further explaining the laws touching the election 
of knights of the shire to serve in parliament for that part 
of Great Britain ealfed England.** The preamble speci« 
fied, that though, by an act passed in the eighteenth yeac ^ 
of the present reign, it was provided, that no person 
might vote at the election of a knight or knights of a 
shire within England and Wales, without having a free? 
hold estate in -the county for which he votes of the clear 
yearly value of forty shillings, over and above all rents 
and charges, payable out of or in respect to the same ; 
nevertheless, certain persons, who hold their estates by. 
copy of court-roll, pretend to a right of voting, and have^ 
at certain times, presumed to vote at such elections : this 
act, therefore, ordained, that from and after the twenty- 
ninth day of June, in the present year, no person who holds 
his estate by copy of court-roll should be entitled thereby, 
to vote at the election of any knight or knights of a shire 
within England or Wales ; but every such vote should be 
void, and the person so voting should forfeit &fty pounds 
to any candidate for whom such vote should not have been 
given, and who should first sue for the same, to be reco- 
vered with full costs, by action of debt, in any court of 
judicature*. So far the act thus procured may be at- 
tended with salutary consequences: but, in all probability, 
the intention of its first movers and patrons was not fully 
answered ; inasmuch as no provision was made for putting 

• 

* For the more easy recoverv of this forfeit* it was enacted, that the plaintiff 
in such action might only set forth, in the declaration or bill, that the defend- 
ant was indebted to him in the sum of fifty pounds, alleging the offence for 
which the suit should be brought, and that the defendant had acted contrary to 
this act, without mentioning the writ of summons to parliament, or the return 
thereof; and, upon trial of any issue, the plaintiff should not be obliged to 
prove the writ of summons to parliament, or tl^ return thereof, or any warrant 
or authority to the sheriff upon any such writ : that every such action should be 
commenced within nine months after the fact committed; and that if the 
plaintiff should discontinue his actibn, or be nonsuited, or have judgment given 
against him, the defendant should recovtr trelfle cosu. 
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1768. a «top to that spirit of HcentiousneM, dntidLenneaB, mii 

debauchery, irhicdi preyails at almost every dection, and 

kai a very pernicioua effect upon the morala t»f the people. 
XXXVIIL Among the bills that miscarried in tbs 
eourse of this session, some turned on points of great con- 
sequence to the community. Lord Barrington, Mr. TbOi> 
mas Gore, and Mr. Charles Townshend, were ordered by 
the house to prepare a bill for the speedy and efifectuai 

^ Mcruiting his majesty's land forces and marinesy vhidi 
was no more than a transcript of the temporary act passed 
in the preceding session under the same title; but the 
majority were averse to its being continued for another 
year, as it was attended with some prejudice to the Ubeitjr 
of the subject. Objections of the same nature might hats 
been as justly started against another bill, for the mon 
effectually manning of his majesty's navy, for prevmti^; 
desertion, and for the relief and encouragement of seaaco 
belonging to ships atid vessels in the service of thenar 
chants. The purport of this project was to eatabU 
registers or muster-rolls of all seamen, fishermen, Ught- 
ermen, and watermen ; obliging shipmasters to leave sain 
scribed lists of their respective crews at offices maio- 
tained for that purpose, that a certain number of then 
might be chosen by lot for his majesty's service, ia soy 
case of emergency. This expedient^ however, wu re- 
jected, as an unnecessary and ineffectual encumbrance os 
commerce, which would hamper narigation, and in a 
little time diminish the number of seamen, of •conse- 
quence act diametrically opposite to the purpose fat 
which it was contrived. Numberless frauds having beeo 
committed, and incessant lawsuits produced, by prirate 
and clandestine conveyances, a motion was made, and 
leave given, to form a bill for the public registering of all 
deeds, conveyances, wills, and other encumbrances that 
might affect any honours, mapors, lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments, within the kingdom of England, wherein 
public registers were not already appointed by act of par- 
liament : but this measure, so necessary to the ascertain- 
ment and possession of property, met with a violent oppCK 
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sition ; and was finally dropped, as some people imagine^ I7ftl. 
through the influence of those who, perhaps, had parti- --^— 
cular reasons for countenancing the present mysterious 
forms of convctyancing* Such a bill must also have been 
disagreeable and mortifying to the pride of those land- 
holders whose estates were encumbered, because, in conse- 
quence of such a register, every mortgage under which 
they laboured would be exactly known. The next object 
to which the house converted its attention, was a bill ex- 
plaining and amending a late act for establishing a fish 
market in the city of Westminster, and preventing scan^ 
Uflious monopolies of a few engrossing fishmongers, who 
imposed exorbitant prices on their fish, and, in this par- 
ticular branch of traffic, gave law to above six hundred 
thousand of their felbw citixens. Abundance of pains 
waa taken to render this bill effectual for putting an end . 
to such flagrant imposition. Inquiries were made, peti- 
tions read, counsel heardi and alterations proposed: at 
length the bill, having passed through the lower house, 
was conveyed to the lords, among whom it was suffered 
to expire, on pretenpe that there was not time sufficient 
to dfeliberate maturely on the subject* 

XXXIX. The occasion that produced the next bil 
which miscarried we shall exf^n, as an incident equally 
extraordinary and interesting. By an act passed in the 
preceding 8esMoa» for recruiting his majesty's land ioKes 
and marines, we have already observed, that the oommi»- 
aioners thereby appointed were vested with a power of 
fudging ultimately, whether the persons brought before 
them were such as ought, by the rules prescribed in the 
set, to be impressed into the service ; for it was expressly 
provided, that no person so impressed by tliose commis- 
sioners should he taken out of his majesty's service by any 
process, other than for some criminal accusation. During 
the irecess of parliament, a gentleman having been im- 
pressed before the commissioners, and confined in the 
Savoy, his friends made application for a habeas corpus, 
which produced some hesitation, and indeed an insur- 
mountable difficulty ; ibr, according lo the act of habeas 
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1758. corpus, passed in the reign of Charles the second^ Ais 
'""""" privilege relates only to persons committed for criminal or 
supposed criminal matters, and the gentleman did not 
stand in that predicament. Before the question could be 
cletermined he was discharged, in consequence of an ap- 
plication to the secretary at war ; bat the nature of the 
case plainly pointed out a defect in the act, seemingly of 
the most dangerous consequence to the liberty of the sub- 
ject. In order to remedy this defect, a bill for giving a 
more speedy relief to the subject, upon the writ of habets 
corpus, was prepared, and presented to the house of com- 
mons, which formed itself into a committee, and made 
several amendments. It imported, that the several provi- 
sions made in the aforesaid act, passed in the reign of 
Charles the second, for awarding of writs of habeas eo^ 
pus, in cases of commitment or detainer for any c r i miB d 
or supposed criminal matter, should in like maimer car- 
tend to all cases where any person, not being commkldi 
or detained for any criminal or supposed criminal matter, 
should be confined, or restrained of his or her Eberty, 
under any colour or pretence whatsoever : that, upon 
oath made by such person so confined or restrained, or 
by any other on his or her behalf, of any actual confine- 
ment or restraint, and that such confinement or restraint, 
to the best of the knowledge and belief of the person so 
applying, was not by virtue of any commitment or detainer 
for any criminal or supposed criminal matter, an habets 
corpus, directed to the person or persons so confining <v 
restraining the party as aforesaid, should be awarded sod 
granted, in the same manner as is directed, and under the 
same penalties as are provided, by the said act, in the 
case of persons committed and detained for any crimkul 
or supposed criminal matter : that the person or persons 
before whom the party so confined or restrained shoiiki 
be brought, by virtue of any habeas corpus granted in the 
vacation time, under the authority of this act, might and 
should, within three days after the return made, proceed 
to examine into the facts contained in such return, and 
into the cause of such confinement and restraint; and 
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thereupon either discharge, or bail, or remand the parties 175a. 
BO brought, as the case should require, and as to justice 
should appertain. The rest of the bill related to the re- 
turn of the writ in three days, and the penalties incurred 
by those who should neglect or refuse to make the due 
return, or to comply with any other clause of this regula- 
tion. The commons seemed hearty in rearing up this 
additional buttress to the liberty of their fellow subjects, 
and passed the bill with the most laudable alacrity : but 
in the house of lords, such a great number of objections 
was started, that iX sunk at the second reading, and the 
judges were ordered to prepare a bill for the same pur- 
pose, to be laid before that house in the next session. 

XL. His majesty having reconunended the care of the 
Foundling hospital to the house of commons, which cheer- 
fully granted forty thousand pounds for the support of 
that charity, the growing annual expense of it appeared 
worthy of further consideration; and leave was granted to 
bring in a bill, for obliging all the parishes of England 
and Wales to keep registers of all their deaths, births, 
and marriages, that from these a fund might be raised 
towards the support of the said hospital. The bill was 
accordingly prepared by a committee appointed for the 
purpose ; but before the house could take the report into 
consideration, the parliament was prorogued. The pro- 
prietors of the privateer called the Antigallican, which 
had taken a rich French ship homeward bound from 
China, and carried her into Cadiz, where the Spanish 
government had wrested her by violence from the captors, 
and delivered her to the French owners, now presented a 
petition to the house of commons, complaining of this in- 
terposition as an act of partiality and injustice ; represent- 
ing the great expense at which the privateer had been 
quipped, the legality of the capture, the loss and hard- 
ships which they the petitioners had sustained, and im- 
ploring such relief as the house should think requisite. 
Though these allegations were supported by a species of 
evidence that seemed strong and convincing, and it might 
be thought incumbent on the parliament to vindicate the 
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1768. honour of the nation^ wh^ tbun iimiluid by ^ forcap 
power; the hou8^» upon %hu occasion, treated tbio p^titioii 
with the most mortifying neglect, either giving little credit 
to the assertions it contained, or unwilliog to take any step 
which might, at this juncture, embroil tli« nation with tl^ 
court of Spain on suph a frivolous subject. True it iiw 
the Spanish government alleged, in their own justificaticm, 
that the prize was taken under the gun9 of Cor unna, imor 
much that the shot, fired by the privateer entered that 
place, and damaged some houses : but this allegation wsi 
never properly sMitained; and the priz^ was certainly cour 
demned as legal by the court of admiralty at Gibraltar, 

XLL As we have already given a detail of the trjal of 
sir John MordaiuHi it will be imneceanary to recapitidate 
any ci^umstanceA of that affiiir, except »uch m relate tt 
it3 connexion with the proceedings in parliameott In the 
beginning of this «e8aion« lord Barrington^ as aocnetary si 
war, informed tbe house, by his m^eety a coaimand* thst 
lieutenant-general sir John Mordaunt, a member of thsl 
house, was in arrest for disobediAPce of bia majeatir's 
orders, while employed on the late expedition to the cosst 
of France. The commons immediately resolved, that so 
address should be preaented to his majesty, retmruDg bka 
the thanks of this house for his gracious message of that 
day* in the communication he had been pleased to make 
of the reason for putting lieutenant-general sir John Moi^ 
daunt in arrest. Among the various objects of commeue 
that employed the attention of the house, one of this most 
considerate was the trade to the coast of Africa, for th9 
protection of which an annual sum had bc^n granted for 
some years, t^ be expended in tbe maintenance and ift- 
paurs of castles and factories. While a committee w«i 
employed in perusing the accounts relating to this sutt 
granted in the preceding session for this purpose, a pe- 
tition from the committee of the African company, rocpm? 
mended in a message from his majesty, was presented if 
the house, sqUcit^ng further assistance for the.ensiAing 
year. In the mean time, a remonstrance was offered bf 
certain planters and .merchants interei^ed in trading to 
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the British sugar colonies in America, alleging that the 1758. 
price of negroes was greatly advanced since the forts and 
settlements on the coast of Africa had heen under the 
direction of the committee of the company of merchants 
trading to that coast; a circumstance that greatly dis- 
tressed and alarmed the petitioners, prevented the cultiva- 
tion of the British colonies, and was a great detriment to 
the trade and navigation of the kingdom: that this mis- 
fortune, they beUeved, was in some measure owing to the 
ruinous state and condition of the forts and settlements : 
that, in their opinion, the most effectual method for main- 
taming the interest of that trade on a respectable footing, 
next to that of an incorporated joint-stock company, would 
be putting those forts and settlements under the sole di- 
rection of the commissioners for trade and plantations: 
that the preservation or ruin of the American sugar colo- 
nies went hand in hand with that of the slave trade to 
Africa : that by an act passed in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and fifty, for extending and improving this 
trade, the British subjects were debarred from lodging 
their slaves and merchandise in the forts and settlements 
on the coast : they, therefore, prayed that this part of the 
act might be repealed ; that all commanders of British 
and American vessels, free merchants, and all other his 
majesty's subjects, who were settled, or might at any time 
thereafter settle in Africa, should have free liberty,' from 
sunrise to sunset, to enter the forts and settlements, and 
to deposit their goods and merchandise in the warehouses 
thereunto belonging ; to secure their slaves or other pur- 
chases without paying any consideration for the same ; but 
the slaves to be victualled at the proper cost and charge ' 
of their respective owners. The house having taken this 
petition into consideration, inquired into the proceedings 
of the company, and revised the act for extending and im- 
proving the trade to Africa, resolved, that the committee 
of the African company had faithfully discharged the 
trust reposed in them, and granted ten thousand pounds 
for maintaining the British forts and settlements in that 
part of the world. The enemy were perfectly well ac- 

VOIi. IV. Q 
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1768. quainted with the weakness of the British castles on ^ 
"■ coast of Africa ; and had they known as well how to exe- 

cute with spirit, as to plan with sagacity, the attempt 
which, in the course of the preceding year, they made 
upon the principal British forts in Guinea, would havn 
succeeded, and all the other settlements would have faUed 
into their hands without opposition K 

XLIL The longest and wannest debate which wss 
maintained in the course of this session arose from a mo- 
tion for leave to bring in a bill for shortening the term and 
duration of future parliaments : a measure truly patriotic, 
against which no substantial argument could be produced; 
although the motion was rejected by the majority, on pre* 
tence that, whilst the nation was engaged in such a dsa- 
gerous and expensive war, it would be improper to think 
of introducing such an alteration in the form of gov^m^ 
ment. Reasons of ecjual strength and solidi^ will nefer 
be wanting to the patrons and ministers of corruption and 
venality. The alteration proposed was nothing leas than 
removing and annulling an encroachment which bad been 
made on the constitution: it might have been efiected 
without the least pang or convulsion, to the general sitis' 
faction of the nation : far from being unreasonalde at tiiii 
juncture, it would have enhanced the national reputation 
abroad, and rendered the war more formidable to the ene- 
mies of Great Britain, by convincing them that it was sup- 
ported by a ministry and parliament who stood upkm saeh 
good terms with the people. Indeed a quick successieo 
of parliaments might have disconcerted^ and perhaps ex* 

^ Robert Hunter M<srris repruented, in a petition io the hoaie» thmt u bo 
■alt was made in the Britiah colonies in America, tliey were obliged to depend 
upon a precarious supply of tbat commodity from foreigners ; he, therefore, of- 
fered to undertake tne making of marine- salt, at a moderate price, in one of 
those colonies, at his own risk and charge, provided *he could be secaied in tbs 
enjoyment of the profits which the works might produce, for such a term of 
years as might seem to the house a proper and adequate compensation lor w 
great an undertaking. The petition was ordered to lie upon the table ; after- 
wards read, and referred to a committee, which, however, made no report :--i 
circumstance not easily accounted for, unless we suppose the house of commoes 
were of opinion, that such an enterprise might contribute towards rendering our 
colonies too independent of their mother country. Equally unaccountable wss 
the miscarriage of another bill, brought in for regulating the manner of licensing 
alehouses, which was read for the first time ; but when a motion was made for 
a second reading, the question was put, and it passed in the negative. 
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pelled, that spirit of confidence and generosity which now 1758. 
80 remajricably espoused and gratified the sovereign's pre- 
dilection for the interest of Hanover. Other committees 
were established, to inquire into the expense incurred by 
new lines and fortifications raised at Gibraltar; to examine 
the original standards of weights and measures used in 
England, consider the laws relating to them, and report 
their observations, together with their opinion of the 
most effectual means for ascertaining and enforcing um^ 
form standards to be used for the future. The commons 
were perfectly satisfied with the new works which had 
been raised at Gibraltar ; and with respect to the weights 
«od measures, the committee agreed to certain resolutions^ 
but no further progress was made in this inquiry, except 
an order for printing these resolutions, with the appendix $ 
however, as the boxes containing the standards were or- 
dered to be locked up by the cler]c of the house, in all 
probability their intention was to proceed on this subject 
in some future session. On the ninth day of June, sundry 
Wlls received the royal assent by commission, his majesty 
being indisposed \ and on the twentieth day of the same 
month, the lords commissioners closed the session with a 
speech to both houses, expressing his majesty's deep sense 
of their loyalty and good affection, demonstrated in their 
late proceedings, in their zeal for his honour and real in^ 
terest in all parts, in their earnestness to surmount every 
difficulty, in their ardour to maintain the war with the 
utmost vigour ; proofs which must convince mankind that 
the ancient spirit of the British nation still subsisted in its 
full force. They were j^ven to understand, tliat the king 
had taken all such measures as appeared the most conducive 
to the accomplishment of their public-spirited views and 
wishes: that with their assistance, crowned by the blessing 
of Ood upon the conduct and bravery of the combined 
army, his majesty had been enabled, not only to deliver 
kis dominions in Germany from the oppressions and de- 
vastations of the French, but also to push his advantages 
on this side the Rhine : that he had cemented the union 
between him and his good brother the king of Prussia 
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1768. by new engagements : that the British fleets and amues 
were now actually employed in such expeditions as ap- 
peared likely to annoy the enemy in the most sensible 
manner, and to promote the welfare and prosperity of 
these kingdoms; in particular, to preserve the British 
rights and possessions in America, and to make France 
feel, in those parts, the real strength and importance of 
Great Britain. The commons were thanked for the ample 
supplies which they had so freely and unanimously given, 
and assured on the part of his majesty that they should be 
managed with the most frugal economy. They were de- 
sired, in consequence of the king*s earnest reconmsenda- 
tion, to promote harmony and good agreement amongst 
his faithful subjects ; to make the people acquainted with 
the rectitude and purity of his intentions and measures; 
and to exert themselves in maintaining the peace and good 
order of the country, by enforcing obedience to the laws 
and lawful authority. 

XLIII. Never, surely, had any sovereign more reason 
to be pleased with the conduct of his ministers, and the 
spirit of his people. The whole nation reposed the most 
unbounded confidence in the courage and discretion, ss 
well as in the integrity of the minister, who seemed eager 
upon prosecuting the war with such vigour and actifity as 
appeared almost unexampled in the annals of Great Bri- 
tain. New levies were made, new ships put in commis- 
sion, fresh expeditions undertaken, and fresh conquests 
projected. Such was the credit of the administration, 
that people subscribed to the government loans with sur- 
prising eagerness. An unusual spirit of enterprise and re- 
solution seemed to inspire all the individuals that consti- 
tuted the army and navy ; and the passion for Ailitary fame 
difiused itself through all ranks in the civil department of 
life, even to the very dregs of the populace : such a remark- 
able change from indolence to activity, from indifference 
to zeal, from timorous caution to fearless execution, wss 
effected by the influence and example of an intelligent and 
intrepid minister, who, chagrined at the inactivity and dis- 
graces of the 4>receding campaign, had, on a very solemn 
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occasion, lately declared his belief that there was a deter- 1758. 

mined resolution, both in the naval and military command- 

ers, against any vigorous exertion of the national power 
in the service of the country. He affirmed, that though 
his majesty appeared ready to embrace every measure pro- 
posed by his ministers for the honour and interest of his 
British dominions, yet scarce a man could be found with 
whom the execution of any one plan in which there was 
the least appearance of any danger could with confidence 
be trusted. He particularized the inactivity of one gene- 
ral in North America, from whose abilities and personal 
bravery the nation had concei?ed great expectations : he 
complained, that this noble commander had expressed the 
most contemptuous disregard for the civil power from 
which he derived his authority, by neglecting to transmit, 
for a considerable length of time, any other advice of his 
proceedings but what appeared on a written scrap of 
paper: he observed, that with a force by land and sea 
greater than ever the nation had heretofore maintained, 
with a king and ministry ardently desirous of redeeming 
her glory, succouring her allies, and promoting her true 
interest, a shameful dislike to the service everywhere pre- 
vailed, and few seemed affected with any other zeal than 
that of aspiring to the highest posts, and grasping the 
largest salaries. The censure levelled at the commander 
in America was founded on mistake : the inactivity of that 
noble lord was not more disappointing to the ministry than 
disagreeable to his own incUnation. He used his utmost 
endeavours to answer the expectation of the public, but 
his hands were effectually tied up by an absolute impossi- 
bility of success, and his conduct stood justified in the 
eyes of his sovereign. A particular and accurate detail of 
his proceedings he transmitted through a channel,, which 
he imagined would have directly conveyed it to the foot 
of the throne ; but the packet was said to have been pur- 
posely intercepted and suppressed. Perhaps he was not 
altogether excusable for having corresponded so slightly 
with the secretary of state ; but he was said to have gone 
abroad in full persuasion that the ministry would be 
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1768. chttigedi and therefore hia assiduitieB were prbcipdyiy Hr 

' Mseted to the great personage, who, i& thai eaae, would 

haTO superintended and directed all the operationa of the 
anai^. All sorts of military preparations in fiounderiesy 
docks, arsenals, raising and exercising troope, and victuall* 
ing transports, were now carried on with sudh dilig^ioe 
and despatch as seemed to promise an exertion that would 
soon obliterate the disagreeable remembrance of past dis* 
grace. The beginning of the year was, however, a little 
clouded by a general concern for the death of hia ma- 
jesty's third daughter, the priaeess Caroline, a lady of ths 
most exemplary virtue and amiable character, who died at 
the age of forty-five, sincerely regretted aa a pattern of 
unaffected piety and unbounded benevolence. 

XLIV. The British cruisers . kept the sea dorii^ sB 
the seventy of winter, in order to protect the commem 
of the kingdom, and annoy that of the enemy. They sf» 
erted themselves with such activity, and their vigSanes 
was attended with such success, that a great number of 
prises were taken, and the trade of France almost total^ 
extinguished. A very gallant exploit was achieved by 
one captain Bray, commander of the Adventure, a sotall 
armed vessel in the government's service : falling in with 
the Machault, a large privateer of Dunkirk, near Dunge* 
ness, he ran her aboard, fastened her boltsprit to his ea^ 
Stan, and, afler a warm engagement, compelled her com* 
mander to submit. A French frigate of thirty^six guns 
was token by captain Parker, in a new fire-ship of inferioc 
force. Divers privateers of the enemy were sunk, burned, 
or taken, and a great number of merchant ships fell into 
the hands of the English. Nor was the success of the 
British ships of war confined to the English channel. 
At this period the board of admiralty received information 
from admiral Cotes, in Jamaica, of an action which hap 
pened off* the island of Hispaniola, in the month of Octo- 
ber of the preceding year, between three English ships of 
war and a French squadron. Captain Forrest, an officer 
of distinguished merit in the service, had, in the ship Aii^ 
gusto, sailed from Port-Royal in Jamaica, accompanied 
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by the Dreadnought and Edinburgh, under the command i758. 
of the captains Suckling and Langdon. He was ordered ^"""""^ 
to cruise off Cape Fran9(Ms ; and this service he literally 
performed in the face of the French squadron under 
Kersin, lately arrired at that place from the coast of 
Africa. The commander, piqued at seeing himself thus 
insulted by an inferior armament, resolved to come forth 
and give them battle ; and, that he might either take them, 
or at least drive them out of the seas, so as to afford a 
free passage to a great number of merchant ships then 
lying at the Cape, bound for Europe, he took every pre- 
caution which he thought necessary to ensure success. He 
reinforced his squadron with some store ships, mounted 
with guns and armed for the occasion, and supplied the 
deficiency in his complements, by taking on board seamen 
from the merchant ships, and soldiers from the garrison. 
Thus prepared, he weighed anchor, and stood out to sea, 
having under his command four large ships of the line, 
and three stout frigates. They were no sooner perceived 
advancing, than captain Forrest held a short council with 
his two captains. *' Gentlemen," said he, " you know 
our own strength, and see that of the enemy ; shall we 
give them battle?" They repUed in the affirmative; he 
added, " Then fight them we will; there is no time to be 
lost: return to your ships, and get them ready for en« 
g&ging-" After this laconic consultation among these 
three gallant officers, they bore down upon the French 
squadron without further hesitation, and between three 
and four in the afternoon the action began with great im- 
petuosity. The enemy exerted themselves with uncommon 
spirit, conscious that their honour was peculiarly at stake, 
and that they fought in sight, as it were, of their own coast, 
which was lined with people, expecting to see them return 
in triumph. But, notwithstanding all their endeavours, 
their commodore, afiter having sustained a severe engage- 
ment, that lasted two hours and a half, found his ship in 
such a shattered condition, that he made a signal for one 
of his frigates to come and tow him out of the line. His 
example was followed by the rest of his squadron, which. 
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1768. by this assistance, witli the favour of the land breeze and 
• the approach of night, made shift to acoompliah their 
escape from the three British ships, which were too mudi 
disabled in their masts and rigging to prosecute their 
victory. One of the French squadron was rendered alto- 
gether unserviceable for action : their loss in men amounted 
to three hundred killed, and as many wounded ; whereat 
that of the English did not much exceed one third of this 
number. Nevertheless, they were so much damaged, 
that being unable to keep the sea, they returned to Ja- 
maica, and the French commodore seized the opportunity 
of sailing with a great convoy for Europe. The courage 
of captain Forrest was not more conspicuous in his en- 
gagement with the French squadron near Cape Fran9oi8| 
than his conduct and sagacity in a subsequent adventure 
near Port-au-Prince, a French harbour, situated at the 
bottom of a bay on the western part of Hispaniola, behind 
the small island of Gonave. After M. de Kersin bad 
taken his departure from Cape Fran9oi8* for Europe, 
admiral Cotes, beating up to windward from Port-Rojral 
in Jamaica, with three ships of the line, received intelli- 
gence that there was a French fleet at Port-au-Prinoe, 
ready to sail on their return to Europe : captain Forrest 
then presented the admiral with a plan for an attadi on 
this place, and urged it earnestly. This, however, was 
declined, and captain Forrest directed to cruise off the 
island Gonave for two days only, the admiral eiyoining 
him to return at the expiration of the time, and rejoin the 
squadron at Cape Nicholas. Accordingly, captain For- 
rest, in the Augusta, proceeded up the bay, between the 
island Gonave and Hispaniola, with a view to execute a 
plan which he had himself projected. Next day in the 
afternoon, though he perceived two sloops, he forbore 
chasing, that he might not risk a discovery : for the same 
purpose he hoisted Dutch colours, and disguised his ship 
with tarpaulins. At five in the afternoon he discovered 
seven sail of ships steering to the westward, and hauled 
from them, to avoid suspicion; but at the approach of 
night gave chase with all the sail he could carry. About 
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ten he perceived two saily one of which fired a gun, and 1758. 

the other made the best of her way for Leoganne, another 

harbour in the bay. At this period captain Forrest 
reckoned eight sail to leeward, near another port called 
Petit Goave : coming up with the ship which had fired the 
gun, she submitted without opposition, after he had hailed, 
and told her captain what he was, produced two of his 
largest cannon, and threatened to sink her if she should 
give the least alarm. He forthwith shifted the prisoners 
from this prize, and placed on board of her five and thirty 
of his own crew, with orders to stand for Petit Goave, 
and intercept any of the fleet that might attempt to reach 
that harbour. Then he made sail after the rest, and in 
the dawn of the morning, finding himself in the middle of 
their fleet, he began to fire at them all in their turns, as 
he could bring his guns to bear : they returned the fire 
for some time ; at length the Marguerite, the Solide, and 
the Theodore, struck their colours. These being secured, 
were afterwards used in taking the Maurice, Le Grand, 
and La Flore ; the Brilliant also submitted ; and the Mars 
made sail in hopes of escaping, but the Augusta coming 
up with her about noon, she likewise fell into the hands 
of the victor. Thus, by a well conducted stratagem, a 
whole fleet of nine sail were taken by a single ship, in the 
neighbourhood of four or five harbours, in any one of 
which they would have found immediate shelter and secu- 
rity. .The prizes, which happened to be richly laden, 
were safely conveyed to Jamaica, and there sold at public 
auction for the benefit of the captors, who may safely 
challenge history to produce such another instance of 
success. 

XLV. The ministry having determined to make vigor- 
ous efforts against the enemy in North America, ^admiral 
Boscawen was vested with the command of the fleet des- 
tined for that service, and sailed from St. Helen's on the 
nineteenth day of February, when the Invincible, of se- 
venty-four guns, one of the best ships that constituted his 
squadron, ran aground, and perished ; but her men, 
stores, and artillery were saved. In the course of the 
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17A9. succeeding monthi sir Edward Hawke steered into the 
l^y of Biscay with another squadron, in order to intercqit 
any suppUes from France designed for Cape Brelon or 
Capada ; and about the same time the town of Embden, 
beloqging to his Prussian majesty, which had fidlen into 
the hands of the enemy, was suddenly retrieyed by the 
COQduct of commodore Holmes, stationed on that coast, 
who sent up two of his small ships to anchor in the river 
between Knpk and the jcity. The garrison, amounting t^ 
^r^e thousand seven hundred men^ finding themsehrei 
thus cut off from all communication with the oountry be- 
low, abandoned the place with great precipitation ; and 
^me pf their baggage being sent off by water, waa taken 
by the bpat|9 which the commodore armed for that puf- 
ppse, Jt was in thj9 same month that the admiralty le- 
ceiyed jadvice of another advantage by sea, which had 
beep gained by admiral Osborne, while he cruised be- 
tweep Cape de Gatt and Carthagena, on the coast of 
Spain* On the twenty^ighth day of March he fell in 
with a French squadron, commanded by the marquis du 
Quespe, consisting of four ships, namely, the Foudroysnt, 
of eighty guns, the Orphee, of sixty-four, the Oriflamme, 
of fifty, and the Pleiade frigate, of twenty-four, in tbdr 
passage from Toulon to reinforce M. de la Clue, who had 
for some time been blocked up by admiral Osborne in the 
harbour of Carthagena. The enemy no sooner perceived 
the English squadron than they dispersed, and steered 
different courses : then Mr. Osborne detached divers 
ships in pursuit of each, while he himself, with the body 
of his fleet, stood off for the bay of Carthagena, to watch 
the motions of the French squadron which lay there at 
anchor. About seven in the evening, the Orph6e, having 
on board five hundred men, struck to captain Storr, ill 
the Revenge, who lost the calf of one leg in the engage- 
ment, during which he was sustained by the ships Berwick 
and Preston. The Monmouth of sixty-four guns, coni- 
manded by captain Gardener, engaged the Foudroyantt 
one of the largest ships in the French navy, mounted with 
fourscore cannon, and containing eight hundred men. 
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under the direction of the «iarquia du Quesne. Tfa« 1768. 
action was maintained with great jRiry on both aidesy and 
the gallant captain Gardener lost his life : nevertheless the 
fight was continued with unabating vigour by his lieuten- 
ant Mr. Cajrketty and the Foudrojant disabled in such a ' 
manner, that her commander struck, as soon as the other 
English ships, the Swiftsure and the Hampton-court, ap* 
peared. This mortifying step, however, he did not take 
until be saw his ship lie like a wreck upon the water, and 
the decks covered with carpage. The Oriflamme was 
driven on shore under the ca3tle of Aiglos, I^ the ships 
Montague and Monarque, commaiided by the captains 
Rowley and MontaguOf who qould not complete their dor 
struction without violataog the neutrality of Spain* As 
for the PJeiade firigatOy she made her escape by being a 
prime sailer. This was a severe stroke upon the enemy^ 
who not only lost two of their capital skips, but saw them 
added to the navy of Grreat Britain ; and the disaster was 
fi>Uowed close by another, which they could not help feel- 
ing with equal sensibility of mortification and chagrin. In 
the beginning of April, sir Edward Hawke, steering with 
his squadron into Basque-road, on the coast of Poictou, 
discovered off the isle of Aix a French fleet at anchor, 
consisting of five ships of the line, with six frigates and 
forty transports, having on board three thousand troops 
and a large quantity of stores and provisions, intended as a 
supply for their settlements in North America. They no 
sooner saw the English admiral advancing, than they 
began to slip their cables, and fly in the utmost confusion* 
Some of them escaped by sea, but a great number ran 
into shoal water, where they could not be pursued ; and 
next morning they appeared aground, lying on their 
broadsides. Sir Edward Hawke, who had rode all* night 
at anchor abreast of the isle of Aix, furnished the ships 
Intrepid and Medway with trusty pilots, and sent them 
further in when the flood began to make, with orders to 
sound ahead, that he might know whether there was any 
possibility of attacking the enemy; but the want of a suffi- 
cient depth of water rendered the scheme impracticable. 
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1768. In the mean time the French threw OTerboard their can- 
noni storesi and ballast ; and boats and launches from 
Rochefort were employed in carrying out warps^ to drag 
their ships through the soft mud^ as soon as they should 
be water-borne by the flowing tide. By these means their 
large ships of war, and many of their transports, escaped 
into the river Charente ; but their loading was lost, and 
the end of their equipment totally defeated. Another 
convoy of merchant ships, under the protection of three 
frigates, sir Edward Hawke, a few days before, bad 
chased into the harbour of St. Martin's in the isle of Rhe, 
where they still remained, waiting an opportunity for has- 
arding a second departure : a third, consisting of tweWe 
sail, bound from Bordeaux to Quebec, under convoy of 
a frigate and armed vessel, was encountered at sea by one 
British ship of the line and two fireships, which took the 
frigate and armed vessel, and two of the convoy afterwards 
met with the same fate; but this advantage was over- 
balanced by the loss of captain James Hume, commander 
of the Pluto fireship, a brave accomplished officer, who, 
in an unequal combat with the enemy, refused to quit the 
deck, even when he was disabled, and fell gloriously, co- 
vered with wounds, exhorting the people, with his ktest 
breath, to continue the engagement while the ship could 
swim, and acquit themselves with honour in the service of 
their country. 

XL VI. On the twenty-ninth day of May the Raison- 
able, a French ship of the line, mounted with sixty-four 
cannon, having on board six hundred and thirty men, 
commanded by the prince de Mombazon, chevalier de 
Rohan, was, in her passage from port TOrient to Brest, 
attacked by captain Dennis, in the Dorsetshire, of seventy 
guns, and taken after an obstinate Engagement, in which 
one hundred and sixty men of the prince's complement 
were killed or wounded, and he sustained great damage 
in his hull, sails, and rigging. These successes were 
moreover chequered«by the tidings of a lamentable disas- 
ter that befel the ship prince George, of eighty guns, com- 
manded by rear-admiral Broderick, in his passage to the 
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Mediterranean. On the thirteenth day of April, between >7g8' 
one and two in the afternoon, a dreadful fire broke out in 
the forepart of the ship, and raged with such fury, that, 
notwithstanding all the efforts of the oflScers and men for 
several hours, the flames increased, and the ship being 
consumed to the water's edge, the remnant sunk about 
six o'clock in the evening. The horror and consternation 
of such a scene are not easily described. When all en- 
deavours proved fruitless, and no hope of preserving the 
ship remained, the barge was hoisted out for the preserva- 
tion of the admiral, who entered it accordingly ; but all 
distinction of persons being now abolished, the seamen 
rushed into it in such crowds, that in a few moments it 
overset. The admiral, foreseeing that this would be the 
case, stripped off his clothes, and committing himself to 
the mercy of the waves, was saved by the boat of a mer- 
chant ship, after he had sustained himself in the sea a full 
hour by swimming. Captain Payton, who was the second 
in command, remained upon the quarter-deck as long as it 
was possible to keep that station ; and then, descending 
by the stern ladder, had the good fortune to be taken into 
a boat belonging to the Aldemey sloop. The hull of the 
ship, masts, and rigging, were now in a blaze, bursting 
tremendously in several parts through horrid clouds of 
smoke: nothing was heard but the crackling of the flames, 
mingled with the dismal cries of terror and distraction ; 
nothing was seen but acts of phrenzy and desperation. 
The miserable wretches, afirighted at the horrors of such 
a conflagration, sought a fate less dreadful, by plunging 
into the sea, and about three hundred men were preserved 
by the boats belonging to some ships that accompanied 
the admiral in his voyage, but five hundred perished in 
the ocean. 

XLVII. The king of Great Britain being determined 
to renew his attempt upon the coast of France, ordered a 
very formidable armament to be equipped for that pur- 
pose. Two powerful squadrons by sea were destined for 
the service of this expedition: the first, consisting of 
eleven great ships, was commanded by lord Anson and sir 



SB8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

It68. EdwArd Hawke ; the otheri cottipoaed^ of foikr shlpd of die 
^ hne, seven* frigatesi six rioops, tiro flreships, two ' bmobt, 
tim cutters, twenty tenders, ten storeshtpsi and one hvoh 
dred tradsports^ was put under the direelion of eotnaiodoit 
Howe» who had signalised himself by his gallantry and 
conduct in the course of the last fruitless expeditixm. The 
plan of a descent upon France having been adopted by die 
ministry, a body of troops, consisting of sixteen regiments, 
nine troops of light horse, and six thousand marines, was 
assembled for the execution of this design, and embarked 
under the command of the duke of Marlborough; a noble- 
man, who, though he did not inherit all the military gemoi 
of his grandfather, yet far excelled him in the attiiable and 
social qualities of the heart : he was brave beyond sB 
question, generous to profusion, and good-natured to ei* 
eess. On this occasicm he was assisted by the counadsof 
lord Greorge Sackville, second in commaadi son to the 
duke of Dorset ; an officer of experience and reputatioa) 
who had, in the civil departments of government, ei- 
hibited proofs of extraordinary genius and uneommoD sp^ 
plication. The troops having been encamped lor sone 
time upon the isle of Wight, were embarked in the Istfer 
end of May; and the two fleets sailed in the begfamiif of 
June for the coast of Bretagne, leaving the people of Etig- 
land flushed with the gayest hopes of victory and toA- 
quest. The two fleets parted at sea: lord Anson with 
his squadron proceeded to the bay of Biscay, in order to 
watoh the motions of the enemy's ships, and harass tbdr 
navigation ; while commodore Howe with the land forces 
steered directly towards St. Maloes, a strong place of con- 
siderable commerce, situated on the coast of Bretagne, 
against which the proposed invasion seemed to be chiefly 
intended. The town, however, was found too well forti^ 
fled, both by art and nature, to admit of an attempt by 
sea with any prospect of success ; and therefore it wss 
resolved to make a descent in the neighbourhood. After 
the fleet had been^ by contrary winds, detained several 
days in sight of the French coast, it arrived in the bay of 
Cancalle, about two leagues to the eastward of St. Maloes; 
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and Mr. Howe having silenced a small battery which thd ^768. 
enemy had occasionally raised upon the beach, the troopii 
were landed, without further opposition, on the sixth day 
of June. The duke of Marlborough immediately began 
to march towards St. Servm, with a view to destroy such 
shipping and magazines as might be in any accessible parts 
of the river ; and this scheme was executed with success. 
A great quantity of naval stores, two ships of war, seveiti 
privateers, and about fourscore vessels of different sorts, 
were set on fire and reduced to ashes, almost under the 
cannon of the place, which, hom^ever, they could not pre- 
tend to besiege in form. His gra<^ having received re^ 
peated advices that the eni^my were busily employed in 
assembling forces to inarch against him, returned to Can^ 
calle, where Mr. Howe had made such a masterly dis|k>- 
sition of the boats and transports, that the re-embarkation 
of the troops was performed with surprising ease and ex- 
pedition. The forces, while they remained on shore, were 
restrained from all outrages by the most severe disciplines 
and the French houses, which their inhabitants had aban- 
doned, were left untouched. Immediately after their land* 
ing, the duke of Marlborough, as commander4n'-chief, 
published and dbtributed a manifesto, addressed to the 
people of Bretagne, giving them to understand, that his 
deseent upon the coast was not effected with a design to 
make war on the inhabitants of the open countr]^, except 
such as should be found in arms, or otherwise opposing 
the operations of his Britannic majesty : that all who were 
willing to continue in peaceable possession of their effects^ 
might remain unmolested in their respective dwellingst 
and follow their usual occupations : that, besides the cus- 
toms and taxes they used to pay to their own king, no^ 
thing should be required of them but what was absolutely 
necessary for the subsistence of the army ; and that for 
all provisions brought in, they should be paid in ready 
money. He concluded this notice with declaring, that 
if, notwithstanding these assurances of protection, they 
should carry off their effects and provisions, and abandon 
the places of their habitation, he should treat them as ene- 
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1768. mies, aoid destroy their houses with fiie and sword. To 
^ the magistracy of St. Maloes he likewise sent a letter, im- 
portingy that as all the inhabitants of the towns and vil- 
lages between Dinant, Rennes, and Doll, now in his pos* 
session, had deserted their habitations, probably to avoid 
the payment of the usual contributions ; and he being in- 
formed that the magistrates had compelled the people of 
the country to retire into the town of St. Maloea ; he now 
gave them notice, that if they did not immediately send 
them back to their houses, and come themselves to hii 
head-quarters to settle the contributions, he should think 
himself obliged to proceed to military execution. These 
threats, however, were not put in force, although the ma- 
gistrates of St. Maloes did not think proper to comf^ 
with his injunction. But it was found altogether impoi- 
sible to prevent irregularities among troops that were 
naturally licentious. Some houses were pillaged, and sot 
without acts of barbarity ; but the offenders were brou^ 
to immediate justice : and it must be owned, as an incon- 
testable proof of the generaFs humanity, that in destroy- 
ing the magazines of the enemy at St. Servan, which may 
be termed the suburbs of St. Maloes, he ordered one 
small storehouse to be spared, because it could not betel 
on fire without endangering the whole district. The Brit* 
ish forces being re-embarked, including about five hun* 
dred light horse, which had been disciplined and earned 
over with a view to scour the country, the fleet was 4^ 
tained by contrary winds in the bay of Cancalle for severil 
days, during which a design seems to have been formed 
for attacking Granville, which had been reconnoitred by 
some of the engineers : but, in consequence of their re- 
port, the scheme was laid aside ; and the fleet stood out to 
sea, where it was exposed to some rough weather. In s 
few days, the wind blowing in a northern direction, they 
steered again towards the French coast, and ran in with 
the land near Havre-de-Grace, where the flat-bottomed 
boats provided for landuig were hoisted out, and a second 
disembarkation expected. But the wind blowing violendy 
towards the evening, the boats were re-shipped, and th^ 
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fleet obliged to quit the land^ in order to avoid the dan- 1758. 
gers of a lee shore. Next day, the weather being more 
moderate, they returned to the same station, and orders 
were given to prepare for a descent; but the duke of 
Marlborough having taken a view of the coast in an open 
cutter, accompanied by commodore Howe, thought proper 
to wave the attempt. Their next step was to bear away 
before the wind for Cherbourg, in the neighbourhood of 
which place the fleet came to anchor. Here some of the 
transports received the fire of six different batteries, and 
a considerable body of troops appeared in arms to dispute 
the landing; nevertheless, the general resolved that the 
forts Querqueville, I'Hommet, and Gallet, should be at- 
tacked in the night by the first regiment of guards. The 
soldiers were actually distributed in the flat-bottomed 
boats, and every preparation made for this enterprise; 
when the wind began to blow with such violence, that the 
troops could not be landed without the most imminent 
danger and diflSculty, nor properly sustained in case of a 
repulse, even if the disembarkation could have been ef- 
fected. This attempt^ therefore, was laid aside ; but at 
the same time a resolution taken to stand in towards the 
shore with the whole fleet, to cover a general landing. A 
disposition was made accordingly; but the storm increasing, 
the transports ran foul of each other, and the ships were 
exposed to all the perils of a lee shore, for the gale blew 
directly upon the coast ; besides, the provisions began to 
&il, and the hay for the horses was almost consumed. 
These concurring reasons induced the commanders to 
postpone the disembarkation to a more favourable oppor- 
tunity. The flpet stood out to sea, and the tempest abat- 
ing, they steered for the isle of Wight, and next day 
anchored at St. Helen's. Such was the issue of an enter- 
prise achieved with considerable success, if we consider 
the damage done to the enemy's shipping, and the other 
objects which the ministry had in view, namely to secure 
the navigation of the channel, and make a diversion in 
favour of the German allies, by alarming the French king, 
and obliging him to employ a great number of troops to 
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1768. defend his coast from insult and invmnon; bot wlietha 
such a mighty armament was necessary for the accompfiik- 
ment of these petty aims» and whether the same annameiit 
mi^ht not have been employed in ezecutiiig achemes of 
infinitely greater advantage to the natioo» we shall leave 
to the judicious readers own reflection. 

XLVIII. The designs upon the coast of France, tbougk 
interrupted by tempestuous weather^ were nol as yet hid 
aside for the whole season : but, in the mean time, the 
troops were disembarked on the isle of Wight ; and one 
brigade marched to the northward, to join a body of 
troops, with which the government resolved to augnoit 
the army of the allies in Germany, commanded by piince 
Ferdinand of Brunswick. The duke of Marlborou^ sad 
lord George Sackville being appointed to conduct tkii 
British corps upon the continent, the command of theai- 
rine expeditions devolved to lieutenant-general Bl]gk,a 
old experienced oflScer, who had served with reputatka; 
and his royal highness prince Edward, afterwards crested 
duke of York, entered as a volunteer with commodore 
Howe, in order to learn the rudiments of the sea serfice. 
The remainder of the troops being re-embarked, sad 
every thing prepared for the second e^xpedition, the leet 
sailed from St. Helen's on the first of August ; and, sfter 
a tedious passage from calms and contrary winds, anchored 
on the seventh day in the bay of Cherbourg. By tbii 
time the enemy had entrenched themselves within a Ibie, 
extending from the fort Ecoeurdeville, which stands sboiit 
two miles to the westward of Cherbourg, along the ooist 
, for the space of four miles, fortified with several batteriei 
at proper distances. Behind this entrenchment a body of 
horse and infantry appeared in red and blue uniformi; 
but as they did not advance to the open beach, the leM 
risk was run in landing the British forces. At first i 
bomb-ketch had been sent to anchor near the town, and 
throw some shells into the place, as a feint to amuse the 
enemy, and deceive them with regard to the place of dis- 
embarkation, while the general had determined to land 
about a league to the westward of Querqueville, the most 
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western fort in the bay. The other bomb-ketches being 1758. 
posted along shore^ did considerable execution upon the 
entrenchments, not only by throwing shells in the usual 
way, but also by using ball mortars, filled with great quan- 
tities of balls, which may be thrown to a great distance, 
and, by scattering as they fly, do abundance of mischief. 
While the ketches fired without ceasing, the grenadiers 
and guards were rowed regularly ashore in the flat-bot- 
tomed boats, and landing without opposition, instantly 
formed, on a small open portion of the beach, with a natu«- 
ral breastwork in their front, having on the other side a 
hollow way, and a viHage rising beyond it with a sudden 
ascent : on the left, the ground was intersected by hedges, 
and covered with orchards; and from this quarter the 
enemy advanced in order. The British troops immedi- 
ately quitted the breastwork, in order to meet them half 
way, and a straggling fire began ; but the French, edging 
to the left, took possession of the hill, from whence they 
piqueered with the advanced posts of the English. In 
the mean time the rest of the mfantry were disembarked, 
and the enemy at night retired. As the light troops were 
not yet landed, general Bligh encamped that night at the 
village of Erville, on a piece of ground that did not ex- 
tend above four hundred paces; so that the tents were 
pitched in a crowded and irregular manner. Next mom- • 
ing, the general having received intelligence that no parties 
of the enemy were seen moving on the hill or in the plain, 
and that fort Querqueville was entirely abandoned, made 
a disposition for marching in two columns to Cherbourg. 
An advanced party took immediate possession of Quer- , 
queville ; and the lines and batteries along the shore were 
now deserted by the enemy. The British forces marching 
behind St. Aulne, Ecoeurdeville, Hommet, and La Galet, 
found the town of Cherbourg likewise abandoned, and the 
gates being open, entered it without opposition. The 
citizens, encouraged by a manifesto containing a promise of 
protection, which bad been published and distributed in 
order to quiet their apprehensions, received their new 
guests with a good grace, overwhelming them with civili* 

k2 
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1758. ties, for which they met with a very ungratefiil return; 
for as the bulk of the army was not regularly encamped 
and superintended, the soldiers were at liberty to indulge 
themselves in riot and licentiousness. All night long they 
ravaged the adjacent country without restraint ; and as no 
guards had been regularly placed in the streets and ave- 
nues of Cherbourg to prevent disorders, the town itself 
was not exempted from pillage and brutality. These out- 
rages, however, were no sooner known, than the general 
took immediate steps for putting a stop to them for the 
present, and preventing all irregularities for the future. 
Next morning the place being reconnoitred, he determined 
to destroy without delay all the forts and the bason ; and 
the execution of this design was left to the engineers, as- 
sisted by the officers of the fleet and artillery. Great 
sums of money had been expended upon the harbour and 
bason of Cherbourg, which at one time was considered by 
the French court as an object of great importance, from its 
situation respecting the river Seine, as well as the opposite 
coast of England ; but as the works were left unfinished, 
in all appearance the plan had grown into disreputation. 
The enemy had raised several unconnected batteries along 
the bay ; but the town itself was quite open and defence- 
less. While the engineers were employed in demolishing 
the works, the light horse scoured the country ; and de- 
tachments were every day sent out towards Walloign, at 
the distance of four leagues from Cherbourg, where the 
enemy were encamped, and every hour received reinforce- 
ments. Several skirmishes were fought by the out-parties 
I of each army, in one of which captain Lindsay, a gallant 
young officer, who had been very instrumental in training 
the light horse, was mortally wounded. The harbour and 
bason of Cherbourg being destroyed, together with all 
the forts in the neighbourhood, and about twenty pieces 
of brass cannon secured on board the English ships, a con- 
tribution, amounting to about three thousand pounds ster- 
ling, was exacted upon the town, and a plan of re-embarka- 
tion concerted; as it appeared from the report of peasants 
and deserters, that the enemy were already increased to a 
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formidable number. A slight entrenchment being raised^ 1758; 
sufficient to defend the last division that should be re- em- 
barked, the stores and artillery were shipped, and the 
light horses conveyed on board their respective transports, 
by means of platforms laid in the flat-bottomed vessels. 
On the sixteenth day of August, at three o'clock in the 
morning, the forces marched from Cherbourg down to the 
beach, and re-embarked at fort Galet, without the least 
disturbance from the enemy. 

XLIX. This service being happily performed, the fleet 
set sail for the coast of England, and anchored in the road 
of Weymouth, under the high land of Portland. In two 
days it weighed, and stood again to the southward ; but 
was obliged, by contrary winds, to return to the same 
riding. The second effort, however, was more effisctuaL 
The fleet with some difficulty kept the sea, and steering 
to the French coast, came to anchor in the bay of St. Lu- 
naire, two leagues to the westward of St. Maloes, against 
which it was determined to make another attempt. The 
sloops and ketches being ranged along shore to cover the 
disembarkation, the troops landed on a fair open beach, 
and a detachment of grenadiers was sent to the harbour of 
St. Briac, above the town of St. Maloes, where they de- 
stroyed about fifteen small vessels ; but St. Maloes itself 
being properly surveyed, appeared to be above insult, 
either from the land forces or the shipping. The mouth 
of the river that forms its bason extends above two miles 
in breadth at its narrowest part, so as to be out of the 
reach of land batteries; and the entrance is defended by 
such forts and batteries as the ships of war could not pre- 
tend to silence, considering the difficult navigation of the 
channels : besides fifty pieces of large cannon planted on 
these forts and batteries, the enemy had mounted forty on 
the west side of the town ; and the bason was, moreover, 
strengthened by seven frigates or armed vessels, whose 
guns might have been brought to bear upon any batteries 
that could be raised on shore, as well as upon ships enter- 
ing by the usual channel. For these substantial reasons 
the design against St. Maloes was dropped; but the gene- 
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1758. ral being anwilling to re-embark without having taken 

""" tome step for the further annoyance of the enemy, resolved 

to penetrate into the country, conducting hit motions, 
however, so as to be near the fleet, which had by this 
time quitted- the bay of St. Lunaire, where it could not 
ride with any safety, and anchored in the bay of St. Cas, 
about three leagues to the westward. 

L. On Friday the eighth of September, general Bligh, 
with his little army, began his march for Guildo, at the 
distance of nine miles, which he reached in the evening : 
next day he crossed a little gut or inlet of the sea, at low 
water; and his troops being incommoded by the peasants, 
who fired at them from hedges and houses, he tent a 
priest with a message, intimating, that if they would not 
desist, he would reduce their houses to ashes. No regird 
• being paid to this intimation, the houses were actually set 
on fire as soon as the troops had formed their camp about 
two miles on the other side of the inlet. Next morning 
he proceeded to the village of Matignon, where, after 
some smart skirmishing, the French piquets appeared, 
drawn up in order, to the number of two battalions ; but 
having sustained a few shot from the English field pieces, 
and seeing the grenadiers advance, they suddenly dis- 
persed. General Bligh continued his route through the 
village, encamped in the open ground, about three miles 
from the bay of St. Cas, which was this day reconnoitred 
for re-embarkation ; for he now received undoubted intel- 
ligence, that the duke d'Aiguillon had advanced from 
Brest to Lambale, within six miles of the English camp, 
at the head of twelve regular battalions, six squadrons, 
two regiments of militia, eight mortars, and ten ^eces of 
cannon. The bay of St. Cas was covered by an entrendi- 
• ment which the enemy had thrown up, to prevent or 
oppose any disembarkation ; and on the outside of thk 
work there was a range of sand-hills extending along 
shore, which could have served as a cover to the enemy, 
from whence they might have annoyed the troops in re- 
embarking : for this reason a proposal was made to the 
general, that the forces should be re-embarked from a fair 
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open beach on the left/ between St. Cas and Ouildo; but i758. 
this advice was rejected ; and, indeed, the subsequent 
operations of the army savoured strongly of blind security 
and rash presumption. Had the troops decamped in the 
night without noise, in all probability they would have 
arrived at the beach before the French had received the 
Jeast intelligence of their motion ; and in that case the 
whole army, consisting of about six thousand men, might 
have been re-embarked without the least interruption; 
but, instead of this cautious manner of proceeding, the 
drums were beaten at two o'clock in the morning, as if 
with intention to give notice to the enemy, who forthwith 
repeated the same signaL The troops were in motion 
before three, and though the length of the march did not 
exceed three miles, the halts and interruptions were so 
numerous and frequent, that they did not arrive on the «• 
beach of St. Cas till nine. Then the embarkation was 
begun, and might have been happily finished, had the 
transports lain near the shore, and received the men as 
fast as the boats could have conveyed them on board, 
without distinction ; but many ships rode at a consider* 
able distance, and every boat carried the men on board 
the respective transports to which they belonged; a punc- 
tilio of disposition by which a great deal of time was un- 
necessarily consumed. The small ships and bomb-ketches 
were brought near the shore to cover the embarkation ; 
and a considerable number of aea officers were stationed 
on the beach, to superintend the boats' crews, and regu- 
late the service ; but, notwithstanding all their attention 
and authority, some of the boats were otherwise employed 
than in conveying the unhappy soldiers. Had all the 
cutters and small craft belonging to the fleet been pro- 
perly occupied in this service, the disgrace and disaster of 
the day would scarce have happened. The British forces 
had skirmished a little on the march, but no considerable 
body of the enemy appeared until the embarkation was 
begun; then they took possession of an eminence by a 
windmill, and forthwith opened a battery of ten cannon 
and eight mortars, from whence they fired with considi^jr- 
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1768. able effect upon the soldiers on the beach, and on the 
boats in their passage. They afterwards began to march 
down the hill, partly covered by a hollow way on their 
left, with a design to gain a wood, where they might form 
and extend themselves along the front of the English, and 
advance against them under shelter of the sand-hills ; but 
in their descent they suffered extremely from the cannon 
and mortars of the shipping, which made great havoc, 
and threw them into confusion. Their line of march 
down the hill was staggered, and for some time continued 
in suspense ; then they turned off to one side, extended 
themselves along a hill to their left, and advanced in a 
hollow way» from whence they suddenly rushed out to the 
attack. Though the greater part of the British troops 
were already embarked, the rearguard, consisting of all 
the grenadiers, and half of the first regiment of guards, 
remained on the shore, to the number of fifteen hundred, 
under the command of major-general Dury. This o&cet, 
seeing the French advance, ordered his troops to form in 
grand divisions, and march from behind the bank that 
, covered them, in order to charge the enemy before they 
could be formed on the plain. Had this step been taken 
when it was first suggested to Mr. Dury, before the 
French were disengaged from the hollow way, perhaps it 
might have so far succeeded as to disconcert and throw 
them into confusion : but by this time they had extended 
themselves into a very formidable front, and no hope re- 
mained of being able to withstand such a superior num- 
ber. Instead of attempting to fight against such odds in 
an open field of battle, they might have retreated along 
the beach to a rock on the left, in which progress their 
right fiank would have been secured by the entrenchment; 
and the enemy could not have pursued them along the 
shore, without being exposed to such a fire from the ship- 
ping, as in all probability they could not have sustained. 
This scheme was likewise proposed to Mr. Dury ; but he 
seemed to be actuated by a spirit of infatuation. The 
English line being drawn up in uneven ground, began the 
action with an irregular fire from right to left, which the 
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enemy returned ; but their usual fortitude and resolution 1758. 
seemed to forsake them on this occasion. They saw ' 

themselves in danger of being surrounded and cut in 
pieces ; their officers dropped on every side ; and all hope 
of retreat was now intercepted. In this cruel dilemma 
their spirits failed ; they were seized with a panic ; they 
faltered, they broke ; and in less than five minutes after 
the engagement began^ they fled in the utmost confusion, 
pursued by the enemy, who no sooner saw' them give way 
than they fell in among them with their bayonets fixed, 
and made a great carnage. General Dury, being danger- 
ously wounded, ran into the sea, where he perished ; and 
this was the fate of a great number, officers as well ae 
soldiers. Many swam towards the boats and vessels, 
which were ordered to give them all manner of assistance; 
but by far the greater number were either butchered on 
the beach, or drowned in the water: a small body, how- 
ever, instead of throwing themselves into the sea, retired 
to the rock on the left, where they made a stand, imtil 
they had exhausted their ammunition, and then surren- 
dered at discretion. The havoc was moreover increased 
by the shot and shells discharged from the battery which 
the enemy had raised on the hill. The slaughter would 
not have been so great, had not the French soldiers been 
exasperated by the fire from the frigates, which was still 
maintained even after the English troops were routed ; but 
this was no sooner silenced by a signal from the commo- 
dore, than the enemy exhibited a noble example of moder- 
ation and humanity, in granting immediate quarter and 
protection to the vanquished. About one thousand chosen 
men of the English army were killed and taken prisoners 
on this occasion : nor was the advantage cheaply pur- 
chased by the French troops, among whom the shot and 
shells firom the fiigates and ketches had done great execu- 
tion. The clemency of the victors was the more remark- 
able, as the British troops in this expedition had been 
shameftiUy guilty of marauding, pillaging, burning, and 
other excesses. War is so dreadful in itself, and so severe 
in its consequences, that the exercise of generosity and 



i 



250 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1768. compaasiony by which its horrors are mitigated, ought ever 
to be applauded, encouraged, and imitated. We ought 
also to use our best endeavours to deserve this treatment 
at the hands of a civilized enemy. Let us be humane ii 
our turn to those whom the fate of war has subjected to 
our power : let us, in prosecuting our military operations, 
maintain the most rigid discipline among the troops, and 
jreligiously abstain from all acts of violence and oppression. 
Thus a laudable emulation will undoubtedly ensue, and 
the powers at war vie with each other in humanity and 
poUteness. In other respects, the commander of an in- 
vading armament will always find his account in being 
ivell with the common people of the country in which the 
descent is made. By civil treatment and seasonable gra- 
tifications, th^ will be encouraged to bring into the camp 
regular supplies of provision and refireshment ; they wiD 
mingle with the soldiers, and even form friendships ammig 
them ; serve as guides, messengers, and interpreters ; let 
out their cattle for hire as draft*horses ; work in th^ own 
persons as day labourers; discover proper fords, Mdges, 
roads, passes, and defiles ; and, if artfully managed, con- 
municate many useful hints of intelligence. If great care 
and circumspection be not exerted in maintaining duo- 
pline, and bridling the licentious disposition of the sol- 
diers, such invasions will be productive of nothing but 
miscarriage and disgrace : for this, at best, is but a pbad- 
cal way of carrying on war ; and the troops engaged in 
it are, in some measure, debauched by the nature of the 
service. They are crowded together in transport, whoe 
the minute particulars of military order cannot be ob- 
served, even though the good of the service greatly de- 
pends upon a due observance of these forms. The sol- 
diers grow negligent, and inattentive to cleanliness and 
the exterior ornaments of dress : they become slovenfy, 
slothful, and altogether unfit for a return of duty: they 
are tumbled about occasionally in ships and boats, landed 
and re-embarked in a tumultuous manner, under a divided 
and disorderly command: they are accustomed to retire 
at the first report of an approaching enemy, and to take 
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shelter on another element: nay, their small pillaging par- 1758. 
ties are often obliged to fly before unarmed peasants. Their 
duty on such occasions is the most unmanly part of a sol- 
dier's office; namely, to ruin, ravage, and destroy. They 
soon yield to the temptation of pillage, and are habituated 
to rapine : they give loose to intemperance, riot, and in- 
toxication; commit a thousand excesses; and, *when the 
enemy appears, run on board the ships with their booty. 
Thus the dignity of the service is debased : they lose all 
sense of honour and of shame : they are no longer re* 
stricted by military laws, nor overawed by the authority 
of officers : in a word, they degenerate into a species of 
lawless buccaneers. From such a total relaxation of 
morals and discipline, what can ensue but riot, confusion, 
dishonour, and defeat? All the advantage that can be ex- 
pected from these sudden starts of invasion, will scarce 
overbalance the evils we have mentioned, together with 
the extraordinary expense of equipping armaments of this 
nature. True it is, these descents oblige the French king 
to employ a considerable number of bis troops for the de- 
fence of his maritime places ; they serve to ruin the trade 
of his subjects, protect the navigation of Great Britain, 
and secure its coast from invasion: but these purposes 
might be as effectually answered, at a much smaller ex- 
pense, by the shipping alone. Should it be judged expe^ 
dient, however, to prosecute this desultory kind of war, 
the commanders employed in it will do well to consider, 
that a descent ought never to be hazarded in an enemy's 
country, without having taken proper precautions to se- 
cure a retreat: that the severest discipUne ought to be 
preserved during all the operations of the campaign : that 
a general ought never to disembark but upon a well-con- 
certed plan, nor commence his military transactions with- 
out some immediate point or object in view : that a re-em- 
barkation ought never to be attempted, except from a 
clear open beach, where the approaches of an enemy may 
be seen, and the troops covered by the fire of their ship- 
ping. Those who presumed to reflect upon the particulars 
of this last expedition, owned themselves at a loss to ac- 
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1758. count for the conduct of the genera!, in remaining on shore 
after the design upon St. Maloes was laid aside ; in pene- 
trating so far into the country, without any visible object; 
neglecting the repeated intelligence which he received; 
communicating by beat of drum his midnight motions to 
an enemy of double his force; loitering near seven hours 
in a march of three miles ; and, lastly, attempting the re- 
embarkation of the troops at a place where no proper mea- 
sures had been taken for their cover and defence. After 
the action of St. Cas, some civilities, by message, passed 
between the duke d'Aiguillon and the English com- 
manders, who were favoured with a list of the prisoners, 
including four sea captains ; and assured that the wounded 
should receive all possible comfort and assistance. These 
matters being adjusted, commodore Howe returned with 
the fleet to Spithead, and the soldiers were disembarked. 
LI. The success of the attempt upon Cherbourg hid 
elevated the people to a degree of childish triumph ; aod 
the government thought proper to indulge this petulant 
spirit of exultation, by exposing twenty-one pieces of 
French cannon in Hyde Park, from whence they were 
drawn in procession to the Tower, amidst the acclamations 
of the populace. From this pinnacle of elation and pride 
they were precipitated to the abyss of despondence or de- 
jection, by the account of the miscarriage at St. Cas; 
which buoyed up the spirits of the French in the same 
proportion. The people of that nation began to stand in 
need of some such cordial after the losses they had sus- 
tained; and the ministry of Versailles did not fail to make 
the most of this advantage : they published a pompous 
narrative of the battle at St. Cas, and magnified into a 
mighty victory the puny check which they had given to 
the rearguard of an inconsiderable detachment. The 
people received it with implicit belief, because it was 
agreeable to their passions, and congratulated themselves 
upon their success in hyperboles dictated by that vivacity 
so peculiar to the French- nation. Indeed, these are arti- 
fices which the ministers of every nation find it necessary 
to use at certain conjunctures, in governing the turbulent 
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and capricious multitude. After the misfortune at St. Cas^ 1768. 
nothing further was attempted by that armament; nor 
was any enterprise of importance achieved by the British 
ships in Europe during the course of this summer. The 
cruisers, however, still continued active and alert. Cap- 
tain Hervey, in the ship Monmouth, destroyed a French 
ship of forty guns in the island of Malta ; an exploit of 
which the Maltese loudly complained^ as a violation of 
their neutrality. About twenty sail of small French ves- 
sels were driven ashore on the rocks of Bretagne, by some 
cruisers belonging to the fleet commanded by lord Anson, 
after a smart engagement with two frigates, under whose 
convoy they sailed. In the month of November the Belli- 
queux, a French ship of war, mounted with sixty-four 
guns, having by mistake run up St. George's channel, 
and anchored in Lundy road, captain Saumarez, of the 
Antelope, then lying in King-road, immediately yreighed 
and went in quest of her, according to the advice he had 
received. When he appeared, the French captain heaved 
up his anchor, and made a show of preparing for an en- 
gagement ; but soon hauled down his colours, and, without 
firing a shot, surrendered, with a complement of four 
hundred and seventy men, to a ship of inferior force, both 
in number of hands and weight of metal. By this time 
the English privateers swarmed to such a degree in the 
channel, that scarce a French vessel durst quit the har- 
bour, and consequently there was little or no booty to be 
obtained. In this dearth of legal prizes, some of the ad- 
venturers were tempted to commit acts of piracy, and ac- 
tually rifled the ships of neutral nations. A Dutch vessel, 
having on board the baggage and domestics belonging to 
. the marquis de Pignatelli, ambassador from the court of 
Spain to the king of Denmark, was boarded three times 
successively by the crews of three different privateers, 
who forced the hatches, rummaged the hold, broke open 
and rifled the trunks and boxes of the ambassador, insulted 
and even cruelly bruised his officers, stripped his domestics, 
and carried off* his effects, together with letters of credit, 
and a bill of exchange. Complaints of these outrages 
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1768. aud cruelty and excess carried to such a pitch of wanton 
' barbarity, that the petitioners were forced to implore the 
assistance of their high mightinesses to protect, in the 
most efficacious manner, the commerce and navigation, 
which were the two sinews of the republic For this ne- 
cessary purpose they offered to contribute each his con- 
tingent, and to arm at their own charge ; and other pro- 
positions were made for an immediate augmentation of the 
marine. While this party industriously exerted all their 
power and credit to effect a rupture with England, the 
princess gouvemante employed all her interest and address 
to divert them from this object, and alarm them with re- 
spect to the power and designs of France ; against which 
she earnestly exhorted them to augment their military 
forces by land, that they might be prepared to defend 
themselves against all invasion. At the same time she 
spared no pains to adjust the differences between her hos- 
band*s country and her father's kingdom; and, without 
doubt, her healing counsels were of great efficacy in pre- 
venting matters from coming to a very dangerous ex- 
tremity. 
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CHAPTER THE TWENTY-EIGHTH. 

GtORGE THE SECOND. 

' HE whole strength or Great BritMii, 
I during this campaign, wag not ex- ~ 
I bausted in petty descents upon the 
^ coast of France. The continent of 
r America was the great theatre on' 
t which her chief vigour was displayed; 
> nor did she fail tu exert herself in 
luccessful efibrts against tlie Frencli settlements on the 
coast of Africa. The whole gum trade, from Cape Blanco 
to the river Gambia, an extent of five hundred miles, had 
been engrossed by the French, who built fort Louis within 
the mouth of the Senegal, extending their factories near 
three hundred leagues up that river, and on the same 
coast bad fortified the island of Goree, in which they 
maintained a considerable garrison. The gum-senega, of ' 
which a great quantity is used by the manufacturers of 
England, being wholly in the bands of the enemy, the 
English dealers were obliged to buy it at second hand 
from the Dutch, who purchased it of the French, and ex- 
acted an exorbitant price for that commodity. This con- 
sideration forwarded the plan for annexing the country to 
the possession of Great Britain. The project was first 
VOL. IV. a 
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1768. conceived by Mr. Thomas Cumming, a sensible quaker, 
who as a private merchant had made a voyage to Por- 
tenderrick, an adjoining part of the coast, and contracted 
a personal acquaintance with Amir, the Moorish king of 
Legibelli \ He found this African prince extremely well 
disposed towards the subjects of Great Britain, whom he 
publicly preferred to all other Europeans ; and so exas- 
perated against the French, that he declared he should 
never be easy till they were exterminated from the river 
Senegal. At that very time he had commenced hostilities 
against them, and earnestly desired that the king of Eng- 
land would send out an armament to reduce fort Louis 
and Goree,with some ships of force to protect the traders. 
In that case, he promised to join his Britannic raajestys 
forces, and grant an exclusive trade to his subjects. Mr. 
Gumming not only perceived the advantages that woold 
result from such an exclusive privilege with regard to tiie 
gum, but foresaw many other important consequences of 
an extensive trade, in a country which, over and above 
the gum-senega, contains many valuable articles, such as 
gold dust, elephants* teeth, hides, cotton, beeswax, slares, 
ostrich feathers, indigo, ambergris, and civet. Elevated 
with the prospect of an acquisition so valuable to bk 
country, this honest quaker was equally minute and inde- 
fatigable in his inquiries touching the commerce of die 
coast, as well as the strength and situation of the French 
settlements on the river Senegal; and, at his return to 
England, actually formed the plan of an expedition for 
the conquest of fort Louis. This was presented to 
the board of trade, by whom it was approved, afler a 
severe examination ; but it required the patriotic seal and 
invincible perseverance of Gumming, to surmount a variety 
of obstacles before it was adopted by the ministry ; and 
even then it was not executed in its full extent. He was 
abridged of one large ship; and in lieu of six hundred land 
forces, to Jie drafted from different regiments, which he in 



» The name the aatives give to thai part of South Barbary known to 

chanU and navigators by that of the Gum Coast, and called in maps the Sandy 
Desert of Sara, and sometimes Zara; 
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vain demanded, first from the duke of Cumberland, and 1768. 
afterwards from lord Ligonier, the lords of the admiralty '"'"* 
allotted two hundred marines only for this service. After 
repeated solicitation, he, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty-seven, obtained an order, that the two 
annual ships bound to the coast of Guinea should be 
joined by a sloop and two busses, and make an attempt 
upon the French settlement in the river Senegal. These 
ships, however, were detained by contrary winds until the 
season was too far advanced to admit a probability of suc- 
cess, and therefore the design was postponed. In the be- 
ginning of the present year, Mr. Cununing being rein- 
forced with the Interest of a considerable merchant in the 
city, to whom he had communicated the plan, renewed 
fais application to tlie ministry, and they resolved to hazard 
the enterprise. A small squadron was equipped for this 
expedition, under the command of captain Marsh, having 
on board a body of marines, commanded by major Mason, 
with a detachment of artillery, ten pieces of cannon, eight 
mortars, and a considerable quantity of warlike stores 9,nd 
ammunition. Captain Walker was appointed engineer; 
and Mr. Cumming was concerned as a principal director 
and promoter of the expedition ^ This little armament 
sailed in the beginning of March ; and in their passage 
touched at tb^ island Teneriffe, where, while the ships 
supplied themselves with wine and water, Mr. Cumming 
proceeded in the Swan sloop to Portenderrick, being 
charged with a letter of credence to his old friend the 
king of that country, who had favoured him in hb last 
▼isit with an exclusive trade on that coast, by a formal 
charter, written in the Arabic language. This prince was 
now up tlie country, engaged in a war with his neigh- 

^ On this occasion Mr. Cumming may seem to have acted directly contrary 
«o the Unets of his religions profession : but he ever declared to the ministry, 
that he was fully persuaded his schemes might be accomplished without the 
effusion of human blood ; and that if he thought otherwise, he would by no 
n^ans have cooceroed himself about them, lie also desired, let the conse- 
quence be what it might, his brethren should not be chargeable with what was 
his own sioele act. If it was the first military scheme ot any quaker, let it be 
remembered it was also the first successful expedition of this war. and one of 
the first that ever was carried on according to the pacific system of the quakera, 
without the loss of blood on either side. 

s2 
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1768. hours, called the Diahle Moors *=; and the queen dow- 

ager, who remained at Portenderrick, gave Mr. Gumming 

to understand, that she could not at present spare any 
troops to join the English in their expedition against Se- 
negal : but she assured him, that should the French be 
exterminated, she and her subjects would go thither and 
settle. In the mean time, one of the chiefs, called prince 
Amir, despatched a messenger to the king, with advice of 
their arrival and design. He declared that he would, 
with all possible diligence, assemble three hundred war- 
riors to join the English troops, and that, in his opinion, 
the king would reinforce them with a detachment from his 
army. By this time, captain Marsh, with the rest of the 
armament, had arrived at Portenderrick, and fearing that 
the enemy might receive intimation of his design, resolved 
to proceed on the expedition, without waiting for the pro- 
mised auxiliaries. On the twenty- second day of April he 
weighed anchor, and next day at four o'clock discovered 
the French flag flying upon fort Louis, situated in the 
midst of a pretty considerable town, which exhibited a 
very agreeable appearance. The commodore having 
made prize of a Dutch ship richly laden with gum, whicb 
lay at anchor without the bar, came to anchor in Senegal 
road at the mouth of the river ; and here he perceived se- 
veral armed sloops which the enemy had detached to 
defend the passage of the bar, which is extremely danger- 
ous. All the boats were employed in conveying the stores 
into the small craft, while three of the sloops continued 
exchanging fire over a narrow tongue of land with the 
vessels of the enemy, consisting of one brig and six armed 
sloops, mounted with great guns and swivels. At length, 
the channel being discovered, and the wind, which gene- 
rally blows down the river, chopping about, captain Millar, 
of the London buss, seized that opportunity ; and passing 
the bar with a flowing sheet, dropped anchor on the in- 
side, where he lay till night, exposed to the whole fire of 

« This is the name by which the subjecU of Legibelli distin^uiah those of 
firacknt, who inhabit the country farther up the river Senegal, and ai« in con- 
stant alliance with the French. 
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the enemy. Next day he was joined by the other small 1756. 
▼e8sek> and a regular engagement ensued. This was 
warmly maintained on both sides, until the busses and one 
dogger running aground, immediately bulged, and were 
filled with water. Then the troops they contained took 
to their boats, and with some difficulty reached the shore, 
where they formed in a body, and were soon joined by 
their companions from the other vessels ; so that now the 
whole amounted to three hundred and ninety marines, 
besides the detachment of artillery. As they laid their 
account with being attacked by the natives, who lined the 
shore at some distance, seemingly determined to oppose 
the descent, they forthwith threw up an entrenchment, 
and began to disembark the stores, great part of which 
lay under water. While they were employed in raising 
this occasional defence, the negroes came in great num- 
bers and submitted ; and on the succeeding day they were 
reinforced by three hundred and fifty seamen, who passed 
the bar in sloops, with their ensigns and colours flying. 

II. They had made no further progress in their opera- 
tions, when two French deputies arrived at the entrench- 
ment, with, proposals for a capitulation from the govem(Mr 
of fort Louis. After some hesitation, captain Mardh and 
major Mason agreed, that all the white people belongii^ 
to the French company at Senegal should be safely con- 
ducted to France in an English vessel, without being de- 
prived of their private effects, provided all the merchandise 
and uncoined treasure should be delivered up to the vic- 
tors; and that all the forts, storehouses, vessels, arms, 
provisions, and every article belonging to the company in 
that river, should be put into the hands of the English 
immediately after the capitulation could be signed. They 
promised that tl)e free natives living at fort Louis should 
remain in quiet possession of their effects, and in the free 
exercise of their religion ; and that all negroes, mulattoes, 
and others, who could prove themselves free, should have 
it in their option either to remain in the place, or remove 
to any other part of the country ^. The captains Camp- 

' The victors, however, committed a very great mistake io allowiDg them to 
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1768. bell and Walker were immediately sent up the river with 

a flag of truce^ to see the articles signed and executed ; 

but they were so retarded by the rapidity of the stream, 
that they did not approach the fort till three in the morn- 
ing. As soon as the day broke they hoisted their flag, 
and rowed up towards a battery on a point of the island, 
where they lay upon their oars very near a full hour, beat- 
ing the chamade ; but no notice was taken of their ap- 
proach. This reserve appearing mysteriousi they retired 
down the river to their entrenchment, where they under- 
stood that the negroes on the island were in arms, and 
had blocked ug the French in fort Louis, resolving to de- 
fend the place to the last extremity, unless they should be 
included iii the capitulation. This intelligence was com- 
municated in a second letter from the governor, who like- 
wise infoimed the English commander, that unless tile 
French director-general should be permitted to remain 
with the natives, as a surety for that article of the capitu- 
lation in which they were concerned, they would alloir 
themselves to be cut in pieces rather than subnait. This 
request being granted, the English forces began their 
march to fort Louis, accompanied by a number of long 
boats, in which the artillery and stores had been em- 
barked. The French, seeing them advance, immediately 
struck their flag ; and major Mason took possesdion of the 
castle, where he found ninety-two pieces of cannon, with 
treasure and merchaitdise to a considerable value. The 
Corporation and burghers of the town of Senegal sub- 
mitted, and swore allegiance to his Britannic majestjf: 
the neighbouring princes, attended by numerous retinues, 
visited the commander, and concluded treaties with the 
English nation ; and the king of Portenderrick, or Legi- 
belli, sent an ambassador from his camp to major Mason, 
with presents, compliments of congratulation, and assur- 
ances of friendship. The number of free independent ne- 
groes and mulattoes settled at Senegal, amounted to three 

carry off their books and accounts, the perusal of which would have been of 
infinite service to the English merchante, by informing them of the commodities, 
their Taloe, the proper leasoos and methods of prosecuting the trade. 
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thousand ; and many of these enjoyed slaves and posses* nsa. 
sions of their own. The two French factories of Podore 
and Galam, the latter situated nine hundred miles farther 
up the river, were included in the capitulation ; so that 
Great Britain, almost without striking a blow, found her- 
self possessed of a conquest, from which, with proper 
management, she may derive inconceivable riches. This 
important acquisition was in a great measure, if not en* 
tirely, owing to the sagacity, zeal, and indefatigable efforts 
of Mr. Gumming; who not only formed the plan, and soli- 
cited the armament, but also attended the execution of it 
in person, at the hazard of his life, and to (he interruption 
of his private concerns. 

III. Fort Louis being secured with an English garri<^ 
son, and some armed vessels left to guard the passage of 
the bar at the mouth of the river, the great ships pro- 
ceeded to make an attempt upon the island of Goree, 
which lies at the distance of thirty leagues from SenegaL 
There the French company had considerable magazines 
and warehouses, and lodged the negro slaves until they . 
could be shipped for the West Indies. If the additional 
force which Mr. Gumming proposed for the conquest of 
this island had been added to the armament, in all proba- 
bility the island would have been reduced; and in that 
case, the nation would have saved the considerable ex* 
pense of a subsequent expedition against it, under the 
conduct of commodore Keppel. A\ present, the ships by 
which Goree was attacked were found unequal to the at- 
tempt, and the expedition mbcarried accordingly ; though 
the miscarriage was attended with little or no damage to 
the assailants. 

IV. Scenes of still greater importance were acted in 
North America, where, exclusive of the fleet and marines, 
the government had assembled about fifty thousand men, 
including two and twenty thousand regular troops. The 
earl of Loudoun having returned to England, the chief 
command in America devolved on major-general Aber- 
crombie: but as the objects of operation were various, the 
forces were divided into three detached bodies, under as 
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1768. many different commanders. About twelve thousand were 
I destined to undertake the siege of Louisbourg, on the 

island of Cape Breton. The general himself reserved near 
sixteen thousand for the reduction of Crown Point, a fort 
situated on lake Champlain : eight thousand, under the 
conduct of brigadier-general Forbes, were allotted for the 
conquest of fort du Quesne, which stood a great way to 
the southward, near. the river Ohio; and a considerable 
garrison was left at Annapolis, in Nova Scotia. The re- 
duction of Louisbourg and the island of Cape Breton 
being an object of immediate consideration, was under- 
taken with all possible despatch. Major-general Amherst 
being joined by admiral Boscawen, with the fleet and forces 
from England, the whole armament, consisting of one hun- 
dred and fifty-seven sail, took their departure from the 
harbour of Halifax in Nova Scotia on the twenty-eighth 
of May ; and on the second of June part of the transports 
anchored in the bay of Gabarus, about seven miles to the 
westward of Louisbourg. The garrison of this place, 
commanded by the chevalier Drucour, consisted of two 
thousand five hundred regular troops, three hundred mili- 
tia, formed of the burghers ; and towards the end of the 
siege they were reinforced by three hundred and fiftf Ca- 
nadians, including threescore Indians. The harbour was 
secured by six ships of the line, and five frigates*, three 
of which the enemy sunk across the harbour's mouth, in 
order to render it inaccessible to the English shipping. 
The fortifications were in bad repair, many parts of them 
crumbling down the covered way, and several bastions ex- 
posed in such a manner as to be enfiladed by the be- 
siegers, and no part of the town secure from the effects of 
cannonading and bombardment. The governor had taken 
all the precautions in his power to prevent a landing, by 
establishing a chain of posts, that extended two leagues 
and a half along the most inaccessible parts of the beach: 
entrenchments were thrown up, and batteries erected; 

* The Prudent, of seventy-four guns; the Entreprenante, of leveoty-foor 
guns; the Ctpricieux, C^Iebre, and Bienfaisant, of sixty.four guns each ; the 
Apollo, of fifty guoi ; the Chevre, Biche, Fidele, Diana, and Echo frigates. 
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but there were some intermediate places, which could not 1768. 
be properly secured ; and in one of these the English » 

troops were di^mbarked. The disposition being made 
for landing, a detachment, in several sloops under convoy, 
passed by the mouth of the harbour towards Lorembec, 
in order to draw the enemy's attention that way, white the 
landing should really be effected on the other side of the 
town. On the eighth day of June, the troops being as- 
sembled in the boats before daybreak, in three divisions, 
several sloops and frigates, that were stationed along shore 
in the bay of Gabarus, began to scour the beach with 
their shot ; and after the fire had continued about a quar- 
ter of an hour, the boats, containing the division on the 
led, were rowed towards the shore, under the command 
of brigadier-general Wolfe, an accomplished ofHcer, who in 
the sequel displayed very extraordinary proofs of military 
genius. At the same time the two other divisions, on the 
right and in the centre, commanded by the brigadiers Whit- 
more and Laurence, made a show of landing, in order to 
divide and distract the enemy. Notwithstanding an im- 
petuous surf, by which many boats were overset, and a very 
severe fire of cannon and musquetry from the enemy's bat- 
teries, which did considerable execution, brigadier Wolfe 
pursued his point with admirable courage and delibera- 
tion. The soldiers leaped into the water with the most 
eager alacrity, and. gaining the shore, attacked the enemy 
in such a manner, that in a few minutes they abandoned 
their works and artillery, and fied in the utmost confusion. 
The other divisions landed also; but not without an obsti- 
nate opposition; and the stores, with the artillery, being 
brought on shore, the town of Louisbourg was formally 
invested. The difiiculty of landing stores and implements ^ 
in boisterous weather, and the nature of the ground, 
which, being marshy, was unfit for the conveyance of 
heavy cannon, retarded the operations of the siege. Mr. 
Amherst made his approaches with great circumspection, 
securing his camp with redoubts and epaulements from 
any attacks of Canadians, of Which he imagined there was 
a considerable body behind him on the island, as well as 
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1758. from the fire of the French shipping in the harbour, whidi 
' would otherwise have annoyed him extremely in his ad- 
vances. 

V. The governor of Louiabourg, having destroyed the 
grand battery, which was detached from the body of the 
place, and recalled bis outposts, prepared for making a 
vigorous defence. A very severe fire, well directed, was 
maintained against the besiegers and their works, from the 
town, the island battery, and the ships in the harbour; 
and divers sallies were made, though without much effect 
In the mean time brigadier Wolfe, with a strong detach- 
ment, had marched round the north-east part of the har- 
bour, and taken possession of the Light-house point, 
where he erected several batteries against .the ships and 
4he island fortification, which last was soon ailenoed. Oa 
the nineteenth day of June, the Echo, a French frigate, 
was taken by the English cruisers, after having escaped 
frtmi the harbour : from the officers on board of this ship 
the admiral learned that the Bisarre, another frigate, had 
sailed from thence on the day of disembarkation, and the 
Comete had successively followed her example. Besides 
the regular approaches to the town, conducted by the en- 
gineers under the immediate command and inspection of 
. general Amherst, divers batteries were raised by tke de- 
tached corps under brigadier Wolfe, who exerted himseif 
with amazing activity, and grievously incommoded the 
enemy, both of the town and the shipping. On the twen- 
ty-first day of July the three great ships, the Entrepre- 
nant, Capricieux, and Celebre, were set on fire by a 
bomb-shell, and burned to ashes ; so that none remained 
but the Prudent and Bienfaisant, which the admiral un- 
dertook to destroy. For this purpose, in the night be- 
tween the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth days of the montbi 
the boats of the squadron were in two divisions detached 
into the harbour, under the command of two young cap- 
tains, Laforey and Balfour. They accordingly penetrated, 
in the dark, through a terrible fire of cannon and musquet- 
ry ; and boarded the enemy sword in hand. The Pru- 
dent, being aground, was set on fire, and destroyed ; but 
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the Bienfaisant was towed out of the harbour in triumph. 1768. 
In the prosecution of tb^ negey the admiral and general 
co-operated with remarkable harmony ; the former cheer- 
fully assisting the latter with cannon and other imple* 
ments, with detachments of marines to maintain posts on 
shore, with parties of seamen to act as pioneers, and con- 
cur in working the guns and mortars. The fire of the 
town was managed with equal skill and actiTity, and kept 
up with great perseverance ; until at length, their ship- 
ping being all taken or destroyed, the caserns' ruined in 
the two principal bastions, forty out of fifty-two pieces of 
cannon dismounted, broke, or rendered unaenriceable, and 
divers practicable breaches eflbcted, the governor, in a let* 
ter to Mr. Amherst, proposed a capitulation on the same ar- 
ticles that were granted to the English at Port Mahon. In 
answer to this proposal he was given to understand, that 
he and his garrison must surrender themselves prisoners 
of war, otherwise he might next morning expect a general 
assault by the shipping under admiral Boscawen. The 
chevalier Drucour, piqued at the severity of these terms, 
rephed, that he would, rather than comply with them, 
stand an assault ; but the commissary-general and intend- 
ant of the colony presented a petition firom the traders and 
inhabitants of the place, in consequence of which he sub- 
mitted. On the twenty-seventh day of July three compa- 
nies of grenadiers, commanded by major Farquhar, took 
possession of the western gate ; and brigadier Whitmore 
was detached into the town, to see the garrison lay down* 
their arms, and deliver up their colours on the esplanade, 
and to post the necessary guards on the stores, magazines,, 
and ramparts. Thus, at the expense of about four hun- 
dred men killed and wounded, the English obtained pos- 
session of the important island of Cape Breton, and the 
strong town of Louisbourg; in which the victors found 

' It may not be touit to obMnre, that a cavalier, which admiral Knowles had 
bvHt at ao enormous expeiue to the oation, while Louisbourg remained in the 
hands of the English in the last war, was, in the course of this siege, entirely 
demolished by two or three shots firom one of the British batteries : so admirably 
bad this piece of fortiBcation been contrived and executed, under the eye of that 
prifomd eDfiMcr. 
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1758. two hundred and twenty-one pieces of cannon, with eigb- 
teen mortars, and a considerable quantity of stores and 
ammunition. The merchants and inhabitants were sent 
to France in English bottoms ; but the garrison, together 
with the sea officers, marines, and mariners, amounting in 
all to five thousand six hundred and thirty-seven prisoners, 
were transported to England. The loss of Louisbourg 
was the more severely felt by the French king, as it had 
been attended with the destruction of so many considerable 
ships and frigates. The particulars of this transaction 
were immediately brought to England, in a vessel de- 
spatched for that purpose, with captain Amherst, brother 
to the commander; who was also intrusted with eleven 
pair of colours taken at Louisbourg : these were, by his 
majesty's order, carried in pompous parade, escorted by 
detachments of horse and foot guards, with kettle drumi 
and trumpets, from the palace of Kensington to St. Paul's 
cathedral, where they were deposited as trophies, under 
a discharge of cannon, and other noisy expressions of 
triumph and exultation. Indeed, the public rejoicings for 
the conquest of Louisbourg were diffused through every 
part of the British dominions; and addresses of congratula- 
tion were presented to the king by a great number of 
flourishing towns and corporations. 

VI. After the reduction of Cape Breton, some ships 
were detached, with a body of troops under the command 
of lieutenant-colonel lord Rollo, to take possession of the 
island of St. John, which also lies in the gulf of St. Law- 
rence, and, by its fertility in corn and cattle, had, since 
the beginning of the war, supplied Quebec with consider- 
able quantities of provision. It was likewise the asylum 
to which the French neutrals of Annapolis fled for shelter 
from the English government ; and the retreat from 
whence they and the Indians used to make their sudden 
irruptions into Nova Scotia, where they perpetrated the 
most inhuman barbarities on the defenceless subjects of 
Great Britain. The number of inhabitants amounted to 
four thousand one hundred, who submitted and brought 
in their arms ; then lord Rollo took possession of the go- 
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vemor's quarters, where he found several scalps of Eng- 1758. 
lishmen, whom the savages had assassinated , in conse- 
quence of the encouragement they received from their 
French patrons and allies, who gratified them with a cer- 
tain premium for every scalp they produced. The island 
was stocked with above ten thousand head of black cattle ; 
and some of the farmers raised each twelve hundred 
bushels of corn annually for the market of Quebec. 

y II. The joy and satisfaction arising from the conquest 
of Louisbourg and St. John, was not a little checked by 
the disaster which befel the main body of the British 
forces in America, under the immediate conduct of general 
Abercrombie, who, as we have already observed, had pro- 
posed the reduction of the French forts on the lakes 
George and Champlain, as the chief objects of his enter- 
prise, with a view to secure the frontier of the British 
colonies, and open a passage for the future conquest of 
Canada. In the beginning of July his forces, amounting 
to near seven thousand regular troops and ten thousand 
provincials, embarked on the lake George, in the neigh- 
bourhood of lake Champlain, on board of nine hundred 
batteaux, and one hundred and thirty-five whale-boats, 
with provision, artillery, and ammunition ; several pieces 
of cannon being mounted on rafts to cover the proposed 
landing, which was next day effected without opposition. 
The general's design was to invest Ticonderoga, a fort 
situated on a tongue of land, extending between lake 
George and a narrow gut that communicates with lake 
Champlain. This fortification was, on three sides, sur- 
rounded with water, and in front nature had secured it 
with a morass. The English troops being disembarked, 
were immediately formed into three columns, and began 
their march to the enemy's advanced post, consisting of 
one battalion, encamped behind a breastwork of logs, 
which they now abandoned with precipitation, after having 
set them on fire, and burned their tents and implements. 
The British forces continued their march in the same 
order ; but the route lying through a thick wood that did 
not admit of any regular progression or passage, and the 
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1758. Stay in neighbourhood of the enemy with forces which 

had received such a dispiriting check, retired to bis bat- 

teaux, and, re-embarking the troops, returned to the camp 
at lake George, from whence he had taken his departure. 
Censure, which always attends miscarriage, did not spare 
the character of this commander: his attack was con- 
demned as rash, and his retreat as pusillanimous. In 
such cases allowance must be made for the peevishness of 
disappointment, and the clamour of connexion. How far 
Mr. Abercrombie acquitted himself in the duty of a ge- 
neral, we shall not pretend to determine; but if he could 
depend upon the courage and discipline of his forces, be 
surely had nothing to fear, after the action, from the at- 
tempts of the enemy, to whom he would have been supe- 
rior in number, even though they had been joined by the 
expected reinforcement: be might, therefore^ have re- 
mained on the spot, in order to execute some other enter- 
prise when he should be reinforced in bis turn ; for ge- 
neral Amherst no sooner heard of his disaster, than be 
returned with the troops from Cape Breton to New Eng- 
land, aft^r having left a strong garrison in Louisbourg. 
At the head of six regiments he began his march to 
Albany about the middle of September, in order to join 
the forces on the lake» that they might undertake lome 
other service before the season should be exhausted. 

VIII. In the mean time, general Abercrombie had de- 
tached lieutenant-colonel Bradstreet with a body of three 
thousand men, chiefly provincials, to execute a plan which 
this officer had formed against Cadaraqui, or fort Fron- 
tenac, situated on the north side of the river St. Law- 
rence, just where it takes its origin from the lake Ontario. 
To the side of this lake he penetrated with his detach- 
ment, and embarking in some sloops and batteaux pro- 
vided for the purpose, landed within a mile of fort Fron- 
tenac, the garrison of which, consisting of one hundred 
and ten men, with a few Indians, immediately surrendered 
at discretion. Considering the importance of this post, 
which in a great measure commanded the mouth of the 
river St. Lawrence, and served as a magazine to the more 
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southern castles, tbe French general was inexcusable for i7Aa. 
leaving it in such a defenceless condition. The fortifica- 
tion itself was inconsiderable and ill contrived ; nevertbe- 
less, it contained sixty pieces of cannon, sixteen small 
mortars, and an immense quantity of merchandise and 
provisions, deposited for the use of the French forces de* 
tached against brigadi^ Forbes, their western garrisonSt 
and Indian alUes, as well as for the subsistence of the 
corps commanded by M. de Levi, on his enterprise agsinst 
the Mohawk river. Mr. Bradstreet not only reduced the 
fort without bloodshed, but also made himself master of 
all the enemy's shipping on the lake, amounting to nine 
armed vessels, some of which carried eighteen guns. Two 
of these Mr. Bradstreet conveyed to Oswego, whither he 
returned with his troops, after he had destroyed fort 
Frontenac, with all the artillery, stores, provision, and 
merchandise which it contained. In consequence of thi$ 
exploit, the French troops to the southward were exposed 
to the hazard of starving ; but it is not easy to conceive 
the general's reason for giving orders to abandon and de* 
stroy a fort, which, if properly strengthened and sua* 
tained, nright have rendered the English masters of the 
lake Ontario, and grievously harassed the enemy, both in 
their commerce and expeditions to the westward. Indeedt 
great part of the Indian trade centred at Frontenac^ to 
wkidi place the Indians annually repaired from all parts 
of America, some of them at the distance of a thousand 
miles, and here exchanged their furs fear European com- 
flsodities. So mudi did the French traders excell the 
English in the art of conciliating the affection of those 
savage tribes, that great part of them, in their yearly pro- 
gress to this remote market, actually passed by the British 
eettlement of Albany in New York, where they might 
have been supplied with what articles they wanted, much 
more cheap than they oould purchase them at Frontenac 
or Montreal; nay, the French traders used to furnish 
themselves with these very commodities from the mer- 
chants of New York, and found this traffic much more 
profitable than that of procuring the same articles from 
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1768. France, loaded with the expense of a tedious and danger^ 
ous navigation from the sea to the source of the river St 
Lawrence. 

IX. In all probability, the destruction of Frontenac 
facilitated the expedition against fort du Quesne, Wr 
trusted to the conduct of brigadier Forbes, who, with his 
little army, began his march in the beginning of July front 
Philadelphia for the river Ohio, a prodigious tract of 
country very little known, destitute of military. roads, en- 
cumbered with mountains, morasses, and woods, that were 
almost impenetrable. It was not without incredible exer- 
tion of industry, that he procured provisions and carriagei 
for this expedition, formed new roads, extended acouting 
parties, secured camps, and surmounted many other difi? 
culties in the course of his tedious march, during whkh 
he was also harassed by small detachments of the ensaiy's 
Indians. Having penetrated with the main body as &r as 
Ray*s-Town, at the distance of mnety miles from fort du 
Quesne, and advanced colonel Bouquet, with two thou* 
sand men, about fifty miles further, to a place called Lyal* 
ilenning, this officer detached major Grant, at the head 
of eight hundred men, to reconnoitre the fort and its out- 
works. The enemy perceiving him approach, sent a body 
of troops against him, sufficient to surround hia whole de? 
tachment : a very severe action began, which the £qgtish 
maintained with their usual courage for three houn 
against cruel odds; but at length, being overpowered by 
numbers, they were obliged to give way, and retired in 
disorder to Lyal-Henning, with the loss of about three 
hundred men killed or taken, including major Grant, who 
was carried prisoner to fort du Quesne, and Dineteen 
officers. Notwithstanding this mortifying check, brigadier 
Forbes advanced with the army, resolved to prosecute his 
operations with vigour ; but the enemy, dreading the pros- 
pect of a siege, dismantled and abandoned the fort, and 
Retired down the river Ohio to their settlements on the 
Mississippi. They quitted the fort on the twenty-fourth 
day of November, and next day it was possessed by the 
British forces. As for the Indians of this country, they 
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seemed heartily to renounce their connexions with France, 1758. 
and be perfectly reconciled, to the government of his 
Britannic majesty. Brigadier Forbes having repaired the. 
fort, changed its name from Du Quesne to Pittsburgh , 
secured it with a garrison of provincials, and concluded 
treaties of friendship and alliance with the Indian tribes. * 
Then he marched back to Philadelphia, and in his retreat 
built a blockhouse near Lyal-Henning, for the defence of 
Pennsylvania; bat he himself did not long survive these 
tnmsaetipns, his constitutk>n having been exhausted by 
the incredible fatigues- of the service. Thus have we 
given a particular detail of all the remarkable operations 
by which this campaign was distinguished on the conti- 
nent of America: the reader will be convinced that, not- 
withstanding the defeat at Ticonderoga, and the disaster 
of the advanced party in the neighbourhood of fort du 
Quesne, the arms of Great Britain acqmred many import- 
ant advantages; and, indeed, paved the way for the re- 
duction of Quebec and conquest of all Canada. In the 
mean time, the admirals Boscawen and Hardy, having left 
a considerable squadron at HaUfax in Nova Scotia, re- 
turned with four ships of the line to England, where they 
arrived in the beginning of November, after having given 
chace.to six large French ships, which they descried to 
the westward of Scilly, but could not overtake or bring to 
an engagement. 

X. The conquest of the French settlement in the river 
Senegal being deemed imperfect and incomplete, whilst 
France still kept possession of the island of Goree, the 
ministry of Great Britain resolved to crown the campaign 
in Africa with the reduction of that fortress. For this 
purpose commodore Keppel, brother to the. earl of AI-> 
bemarle, was vested with the command of a squadron,' 
consisting of four ships of the line, several frigates, two 
bomb-ketches, and some transports, having on board sereh 
hundred men of the regular troops, commanded by colonel 
Worge, and embarked in the harbour of Cork in Ireland, 
from whence this whole armament took their departure 
on the eleventh day of November. After a tempestuous 
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1750. passage^ in which they touched at the ide of T^neriffis, 
"'"''''^ they armed at Goree in the latter end of December ; and 
the commodore made a disposition for attacking tins 
island, which was remarkably strong by naturoi but very 
indifferently fortified. Goree is a small barren island, ex- 
tending about three quarters of a mile in length, of a 
triangular form ; and on the south-west sMe rising into a 
rocky hill, on which the paltry fort of St« Miohael ii 
taatnated. There is another, still more inoonaideraUe, 
called St. Francis, towards the other extremity of the 
island ; and several batteries were raised around its aweep^ 
mounted with about one hundred pieces of cannon sad 
four mortars. The French governor, M. de St. Jean, 
had great plenty of ammiuiition ; and hu garriaon atnountsd 
to about three hundred men, exclusive of as many negro 
inhabitants. The flat-bottomed boats for diaembarkiif^ 
the troops being hmsted out, and disposed along-aide ef 
the different transports, the commodore stationed bh 
ships on the west ride of the island, and the engageiaait 
began with a shell from one of the ketches. This was a 
signal for the great ships, which poured in their hrosd- 
rides without intermission ; and the fire waa returned with 
equal vivacity from all the batteries of the island* la tbe 
course of the action the cannonading firom the ships be-* 
came so severe and terrible, that the French garrison de« 
serted their quarters, in spite of all the efforts of the go* 
vemor, who acquitted himself like a man of honour; bat 
he was obliged to strike his colours, and surrender at dis^ 
cretion, after a short but warm dispute, in which the ksi 
of the British commodore did not exceed one hundied 
men killed and wounded. The success of the day wss 
the more extraordinary, as the French garrison had not 
lost a man, except one negro killed by the bursting of s 
bomb-shell, and the number of their wounded was very 
inconsiderable. While the attack lasted, the opporits 
shore of the continent was lined with a concourse of ne« 
groes, assembled to view the combat, who expressed their 
sentiments and surprise in loud clamour and uncouth ges* 
ticulations, and seemed to be impressed with awe and as* 
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tohishment mt the power and ezecutioti of the British \16t 
squadron. The French colours being struck, as a signd ""^'^ 
of submiisiony the commodore sent a detachment of ma^ 
lines on shorci who disarmed the garrison, and hoisted 
the British flag upon the castle of St Michael. In the 
mean time the governor and the rest of the prisoners 
were secured among the shipping. Thus the important 
island of Goree Call into the hands of the English, together 
with two trading Teasels that chanced to be at anchor ia 
the road, and stores, money, and merchandise, to the 
Talue of twenty thousand pounds. Part of the troops 
being left in garrison at Goree, under the command of 
major Newton> together with three sloops for his service, 
the squadron being watered and refreshed from the con- 
tinent, that part of which is governed by one of the Jalof 
kings, and the prisoners with their baggage being dis*- 
missed in three cartd ships to France, the commodore set 
eail for Senegal, and reinforced fort Louis with the rest 
of the troops, under colonel Worge, who was at this juno^ 
ture favoured with a visit by the king of Legibelli: but 
▼ery little pains were taken to dismiss this potentate ia 
good humour, or maintain Ae disposition he professed to 
lavour the commerce of Grreat Britain. True it b, he 
was desirous of engaging the English in his quarrela 
with some neighbouring nations; and such engagements 
were cautiously and politically avoided, because it was the 
mterest of Great Britain to be upon good terms with 
every African prince who could promote and extend the . 
eommerce of her subjects. 

XL Commodore Keppel having reduced Goree, and 
reinforced the garrison of Senegal, returned to England,, 
where all his ships arrived, after a very tempestuous 
Toyage, in which the squadron had been dispersed. This 
expedition, however successftil in the main, was attended 
with one misfortune, the loss of the Lichfield ship of war, 
•commanded by captain Barton, which, together with one 
transport and a bomb-tender, was wrecked on the coast of 
Barbary, about nine lei^ues to the northward of Safiy, in 
the dominions of Morocco. One hundred and thirty men. 
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1758. mcluding seTeral officers, perished on this occasion; but 
^e captain and the rest of the company, to the number 
4>f two hundred and twenty, made shift to reach the shore, 
iwhere they ran the risk of starving, and were cruelly used 
•by. the natives, although a treaty of peace at that time 
subsisted between Great Britain and Morocco ; nay, they 
were even enslaved by the emperor, who detained them in 
i^ptivity until they were ransomed by the British govern- 
ment : so little dependence can be placed on the faith of 
such barbarian princes, with whom it is even a disgrace 
for any civilised nation to be in alliance, whatever com- 
mercial advantages may arise from the connexion. 

XII. The incidents of the war that happened in the 
West Indies, during these occurrences, may be reduced 
to a small compass. Nothing extraordinary was achieved 
in the nighbourhood of Jamaica, where admiral Coatet 
commanded a small squadron, from which he detached 
cruisers occasionally for the protection of the British 
-commerce ; and at Antigua the trade was effectually se- 
cured by the vigilance of captain Tyrrel, whose courage 
and activity were equal to his conduct and circumspection. 
In the month of March, this gentleman, with his own ship 
the Buckingham, and the Cambridge, another of the line, 
demolished a fort on the island of Martinique, and de- 
stroyed four privateers riding under its protection; but 
his valour appeared much more conspicuous in a subse- 
<|uent engagement, which happened in the month of No- 
vember. Being detached on a cruise in his own ship the 
Buckingham, by commodore Moore, who commanded at 
the Leeward islands, he fell in with the Weazle sloop, 
commanded by captain Boles, between the islands of 
Montserrat and Guadaloupe, and immediately discovered 
a fleet of nineteen sail, under convoy of a French ship of 
war carrying seventy-four cannon, and two large frigates. 
Captain Tyrrel immediately gave chace with all the sail he 
could carry, and the Weazle running close to the enemy, 
received a whole broadside from the large ship, which, 
however, she sustained without much damage : nevertho- 
less, Mr. Tyrrel ordered her commander to keep aloof, as 
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he couM not be supposed able to bear the shock of large n69« 
metali and be himself prepared for the engagement. The 
enemy's large ship, the Florissant, though of much greater 
force than the Buckingham, instead of Ijong-to for his 
coming up, made a running fight with her stem chasers, 
while the two frigates annoyed him in his course, son^e- 
times raking him fore and aft, and sometimes lying on his 
quarter. . At length he came along-side of the Florissant, 
within pistol-shot, and poured in a whole broadside,.which 
did considerable execution. The salutation was returned 
with equal vivacity, and a furious engagement ensued. 
Captain Tjnrrel was wounded in the face, and lost three 
fingers of his right hand ; so that, being entirely disabled, 
he was obliged to delegate the command of the ship to his 
first lieutenant, Mr. Marshal, who continued the battle 
with great gallantry until he lost his life : then the charge 
devolved to the second lieutenant, who acquitted himself 
with equal honour, and sustained a desperate fight against 
three ships of the enemy.. The officers and crew of the 
Buckingham exerted themselves with equal vigour and 
deliberation; and captain Troy, who commanded a detach- 
ment of marines on the poop, plied his small arms so 
efiTectually as to drive, the French from their quarters. At 
length, confusion, terror, and uproar prevaiUng on board 
the Florissant, her firing ceased, and her colours were 
hauled, down about twilight: but her commander per- 
ceiving that the Buckingham was too much damaged in 
her rigging to .pursue in any hope of success, ordered all 
his sails to be set, and fled in the dark with his two con- 
sorts. Nothing but this circumstance could have pre- 
vented a British ship of sixty-five guns, indifferently 
manned in respect to number, from taking a French ship 
of the Ime, mounted with seventy-four pieces of cannop, 
provided with seven hundred men, and assisted by two 
large frigates, one of thirty-^ight guns, and the other 
wanting two of this number. The loss of the Bucking- 
ham, m this action, did. not exceed twenty men killed and 
wounded; whereas, the number .of the slain on board the 
Floirissant did not fall short of one hundred and eighty. 
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17M. and that of h«r woonded b ftaid to have eiticeeddd dme 
hundred. She was so disabled in her bidl^ that abe eoidd 
hardly be kept afloat until she reached Marttniqiie,. where 
she was repaired ; and the largest frigate, together with 
the loss of forty men, received such damage aa to be for 
some time quite unserticeable* 

XIII. In the East Indies the transactions of die war 
were chequered with a variety of success; but, on the 
whole, the designs of the enemy were entnrely defeatsd* 
the French comntehder, M. de Bossy, had, in tbe year one 
thousand seven hundred and fifty«six, quandled whb Sala^ 
batzing, viceroy of Decan, because this last would not pat 
him in possession of the fortress of Gk>lcondiL Id the 
course of the next year, while the English fbroea were ea^ 
ployed in Bengal, M. de Bussy made himself maatef of 
the British factories of Ingeram, Bandamalank^, and Vi- 
zagapatam ; and the reduction of this last left the aneny 
in possession of the whole coast of Coromandel, firen 
Ghinjam to Massulapatam. "While a body of ^e English 
company*8 forces, under captain Caillaud, endeavoured t» 
reduce the important fortress and town of Madura, lbs 
French, under M. d'Anteuil, invested Trichinopoly. Onl' 
laud no sooner received intelKgenoe of the danger to whieb 
this place was exposed, than he hastened to ita relief, sad 
obliged the enemy to abandon the siege. Then he re** 
turned to Madura, and, after an unsuocesaftil ossmlt, 
made himself master of it by capitulation. During tbess 
transactions, colonel Forde made an attempt on the fort of 
Nelloure, a strong place, at the distance of twenty-fear 
miles from Madi^as, but miscarried ; and this was also the 
fate of an expedition against Wandewash, undertaken by 
eolonel Aldercron. The first was repulsed fai atomang 
the place, the other was anticipated by the French anny^ 
which marched from Pondicherry to the relief of die gsr^ 
rison. The French king had sent a considerable reia* 
forcement to the East Indies, under the command of ge*> 
neral Lally, an officer of Irish extraction, togetfier with 
such a number of ships as rendered the squadron of M^ 
d*Apche superior to that of admiral Pococke, who had 
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sueceedcd admiral WaJtMn, lately deceased, in the coiii<* 1788^ 
maud of die English squadron stationed on the coast of 
Coffomandel, whichj in the beginning of this year, was i«« 
infbreed from England with several ships, under the di- 
rection of commodore Steerens. Immediately aft^ this 
juiction, which was effected in the road of Madras on the 
twenty-fourth day of March, admiral Pococke, who had 
already signalised himself by his courage, Tigiknce, and 
conduct, sailed to windward, with a view to intercept the 
Frendi squadron^ of which he had received intelligence. 
In two days he descried in the road of fort St% David the 
enemy's fleet, consisting of nine ships, which immediaiely 
sfood out to sea, and formed the line of battle ahead* 
The admiral took the same precaution, and bearing down 
upon M. d'Apdi£, the engagement began about three in 
the afternoon. The French commodore, having sustained 
a warm actioii for abo^t two hours, bore away with his 
whole fleet, and being joined by two ships, formed a line 
of battle again to leeward. Admiral Pococke's own ship, 
and some others, being greatly damaged in their masts 
and rigging, two of his captsons having misbehaved in the 
action, and night coming on, he did not think it advisable 
to pursue them with all the sail he could carry; buty 
nevertheless, he followed them at a prc^r distance^ 
standing to the south-west, in order to maintain the wea* 
ther-gage, in case he should be able to renew the actioit 
in the morning. In this expectation, however, he was 
disappointed : the enemy showed no tights, nor made any 
signals that could be observed ; and in the morning not 
the least vestige of them appeared. Mr. Pococke, on the 
supposition that they had weathered them in the nighty, 
endeavoured to work up after them to windward; but 
finding be lost ground considerably, he dropped anchor 
about three leagues to the northward of Sadras, and re* 
ceived intelligence from the chief of that settlement, that 
one of the largest French ships, having been disabled in 
the engagement, was run ashore to the southward of 
Alemparve, where their whole squadron lay at anchor* 
Sttdi was the issue of the first action between the English 
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1768. and French squadrons in the East Ladies ; which, over and 
above the loss of a capital ship, is said to have cost the 
enemy about five hundred men, whereas the British ad« 
miral did not lose one fifth part of that number. . Being 
dissatisfied with the behaviour of three captains, he, on 
his return to Madras, appointed a court-martial to inquire 
into their conduct : two were dismissed from the service, 
and the third was sentenced to lose one year's rank as a 
post captain. 

XIV. In the mean time Mr. Lally^ had disembarked 
his troops at Pondicherry, and, taking the field, inune- 
diately invested the fort of St. David, while the squadron 
blocked it up by sea. Two English ships being at anchor 
in the road when the enemy arrived, their captains, seeipg 
no possibility of escaping, ran them on shore, set them, on 
fire, and retired with their men into the fortress, which, 
however, was in a few days surrendered. A much moce 
resolute defence was e^ipected from the courage and con- 
duct of major Poller, who commanded the garrison- 
When he arrived at Madras he was subjected to a court 
of inquiry, which acquitted him of cowardice, but w^e of 
opinion that the place might have held out much longer, 
and that the terms on which it surrendered were shame- 
ful, as the enemy were not even masters of the outward 
covered way, as they had made no breach, and had a wet 
ditch to fill up and pass, before the town could have been 
properly assaulted. Poller, in order to wipe off this dis> 
grace, desired to serve as a volunteer with colonel Draper, 
and was mortally wounded in a sally at the siege of Ma- 
dras. Admiral Pococke having, to the best of his power, 
repaired his shattered ships, set sail again on the tenth of 
May, in order to attempt the relief of fort St. David's; 
but, notwithstanding his utmost endeavours, he could not 
reach it in time to be of any service. On the thirtieth 
day of the month he came in sight of Pondicherry, from 
whence the French squadron stood away early next morn- 
ing; nor was it in his power to come up with them, though 
he made, all possible efforts for that purpose. . Then re- 
ceiving intelligence that fort St. David's was surrendered 
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to the enemy, he returned again to Madraa, in order to i76i. 
refresh his squadron. On the twenty-fifth day of July, 
he sailed a third time in quest of M. d*Apche ; and in two 
days perceived his squadron, consisting of eight ships of 
the line and a frigate, at anchor in the road of Pondi- 
cherry. They no sooner descried him advancing than 
they stood out to sea as before, and he continued to chase, 
in hopes of bringing them to an engagement ; but all his 
endeavours proved fruitless till the third of Auguitt,when, 
having obtained the weather-gage, he bore down upon 
them in order of battle. The engagement began with 
great impetuosity on both sides ; but in little more than 
ten minutes M. d'Apche set his foresail and bore away, 
his whole squadron following his example, and maintaining 
a running fight in a very irregular line. The British ad- 
miral then hoisted the signal for a general chace, which 
the enemy perceiving, thought proper to cut away their 
boats, and crowd with all the sail they could carry. They 
escaped, by favour of the night, into the road of Pondi- 
cherry; and Mr. Pococke anchored with his squadron off 
Carical, a French settlement, having thus obtained an un- 
disputed victory, with the loss of thirt]^ men killed, and 
one hundred and sixteen wounded, including commodore 
Steevens and captain Martin, though their wounds were 
not dangerous. The number of killed and wounded on 
board the French squadron amounted, according to re- 
port, to five hundred and forty ; and their fleet was so 
much damaged, that in the beginning of September their 
commodore sailed for the bland of Bourbon, in the same 
latitude with Madagascar, in order to refit ; thus leaving 
•the command and ^sovereignty of the Indian seas to the 
English admiral, whose fleet, from the beginning of this 
campaign, had been much inferior to the French squadron 
in number of ships and men, as well as in weight of metal. 
XV. Mr. Lally having reduced Cuddalore and fort 
St« David's^, resolved to extort a sum of money from the 

^ Coddalore was in such a defenceless condition* that it could make no re- 
nslance ; and there being no place in fort St. David's bomb-proof, nor any ^ro- 
vlfloot or fresh water, the garrison surrendered in tweWe days, on capitulation, 
after hmnog wstained a ae? ere bombardment. 
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17M. king of Tanjoofy on pretence that, in the last war, he hid 
granted an obligation to the French governor for a certain 
•um, which had never been paid. Lally accordingly 
inarched with a body of three thousand men into the do- 
minions of Tanjoufi and demanded seventy«two lacks of 
Tupees. This extravagant demand being rejected, he 
plundered Nagare, a trading town on the seaeoaat, and 
afterwards invested the capital : but after he had proie- 
euted the siege till a breach was made, his provisions mai 
ammunition beginning to fail, several vigorous sallies being 
made by the forces of the king of Tanjour, and llie phce 
well defended by European gunners, sent from die Eng- 
lish garrison at Trichinopoly ; he found himself obliged to 
raise the siege and retreat with precipitation, leaving hii 
cannon behind. He arrived at Carical about the n^dle 
of August, and from thence retired to Pondicherry to- 
wards the end of September. He afterwards cantoaed 
his troops in the province of Arcot, entered the city widi- 
out opposition, and began to make preparations fisr Ae 
'siege of Madras, which shall be recorded among die ino- 
dents of the succeeding year. In the mean time, the hud 
forces belonging to the East India company were so mnch 
outnumbered by the reinforcements which arrived with 
Mr. Lally, that they could not pretend to keep the Md, 
but were obliged to remain on the defensive, wd pvonde 
as well as they could for the security of fort St. George, 
and the other settlements in that part of India. 

XVI. Having particularised the events of the wsr 
which distuiguished this year in America, Africa, sad 
Asia, those remote scenes in which the interest of Gieat 
Britain was immediately and intimately concerned ; it now 
remains to record the incidents of the military operations 
in Germany, supported by British subsidies, and enforced 
by British troops^ to favour the abominable designs of sa 
ally, from whose solitary friendship the British nation csn 
never reap any solid benefit; and to defend a fbrrign 
elector, in whose behalf she had already lavished an hn- 
mensity of treasure. Notwithstanding the bloodshed and 
ravages which had signalized the former caropaigni the 
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mutual lotses of the belligerent powers, the incredible 1768« 
expense of money, the difficulty of recruiting armies 
thinned by sword and distemper, the scarcity of forage 
and proyision, the distresses of Saxony in particular, and 
the calamities of war which desolated the greatest part 
of the empire, no proposition of peace was hinted by 
either of the parties concerned ; but the powers at va* 
riance seemed to be exasperated against each other with 
the most implacable resentment. Jarring interests were 
harmonised, old prejudices rooted up, inveterate jealous 
sies assuaged, and eren inconsistencies reconciled, in con* 
necting the confederacy which was now formed and est»> 
blished against the king of Prussia; and, on the other 
hand, the king of Great Britain seemed detertnined to 
employ the whole power and influence of his crown in 
supporting this monarch. Yet the members of the grand 
confederacy were differently actuated by disagreeing mo« 
tives, which, in the sequel, operated for the preservation, 
of his Prussian majesty, by preventing the full exertion of 
their united strength. The empress queen, over and 
above her desire of retrieving Silesia, which was bei^ pri- 
mary aim, gave way to the suggestions of personal hatred 
and revenge, to the gratification of which she may be 
said to have sacrificed, in some measure, the interests of 
her family, as well as the repose of the empire, by admit* 
ting the natural enemies of her house into the Austrian 
Netherlands, and inviting them to invade the dominions 
of her co»estates with a formidable army. France, true to 
her old political maxims; wished to see the house of Aus- 
tria weakened by the divisions of the empire, which she 
accordingly fomented : for this reason it could not be her 
interest to effect the ruin of the house of Brandenburgh ; 
and therefore she had, no doubt, set bounds to the prose- 
cution of her schemes in concert with the court of Vienna; 
but her designs against Hanover amounted to absolute 
conquest : in pursuance of these, she sent an army of one 
hundred and twenty thousand men across the Rhine, in- 
stead of four and twenty thousand, which she had en- 
gaged to furnish by the original treaty with the empress 
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1758. queen of Hungary, who is said to have shared in the 
spoils of the electorate. The czarina, by co-operaUng. 
with the houses of Bourbon and Austria^ gratified her 
personal disgust towards the Prussian monarch, aug- 
mented her finances by considerable subsidies from both, 
and perhaps amused herself with the hope of obtaining 
an establishment in the German empire : but whether she 
wavered in her own sentiments, or her ministry fluctuated 
between the promises of France and the presents of Grreat 
Britain, certain it is,' her forces had not acted with Tigour 
in Pomerania ; and her general Apraxin, instead of pro- 
secuting his advantage, had retreated immediately after 
the Prussians miscarried in their attack. He was indeed 
disgraced, and tried for having thus retired without or- 
ders : but in all probability this trial was no other than a 
farce, acted to amuse the other. confederates, whHe t^ie 
empress of Russia gained time to . deliberate upon the 
ofiers that were made, and determine with regard to the 
advantages or. disadvantages that might accrue, to her 
firom persevering in the engagements which she had con- 
tracted. As for the Swedes, although they had been in- 
stigated to hostilities against Prussia by the intrigues of 
France, and flattered with hopes of retrieving Pomeraniti 
they prosecuted the war in such ia dispirited and inefiec- 
tual manner, as plainly proved that either the ancient 
valour of that people was extinct, or that the nation was 
not heartily engaged in the quarrel. 

XVII. When the Russian general Apraxin retreated 
from Pomerania, mareschal Lehwald, who commanded the 
Prussians in that country, was left at liberty to turn their 
arms against the Swedes, and accordingly drove them be- 
fore him almost without opposition. By the beginning of 
January they had evacuated all Prussian Pomerania, and 
Lehwald invaded their dominions in his turn. He, in a 
little time, made himself master of all Swedish Pomerama, 
except Stralsund and the isle of Rugen, and possessed 
himself of several magazines wbiclrthe enemy had erected. 
The Austrian army, after their defeat at Breslau, had re- 
tired into Bohemia, where they were cantoned, the head 
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quarters being fixed at Koninsgrats. The king of Prus-* i^^, 

aia having cleared all his part of Silesia, except the town 

of SdiweidnitZy which he circumscribed with a blockade, 
sent detachments from his army cantoned in the neigh-» 
bourhood of Breslau, to penetrate into the Austrian or 
southern part of Silesia, where they surprised Troppau 
and Jaggernsdorfy while he himself remained at Breslau, 
entertaining his officers with concerts of music. Not that 
he su£fered these amusements to divert his attention from 
subjects of greater importance. He laid Swedish Pom&i 
rania under contribution, and made afresh demand of 
five hundred thousand crowns from the electorate of 
Saxony. Having received intimation that the duke of. 
Mecklenburgh was employed in providing magazines for 
the French army, he detached a body of troops into that 
country, who not only secured the magazines, but levied 
considerable contributions ; and the duke retired to Lu- 
beck, attended by the French minister. The states of 
Saxony having proved a little dilatory in obeying his 
Prussian majesty's injunction, received a second intima- 
tion, importing, that they should levy and tleliver, within 
a certain time, eighteen thousand recruits for his army, 
pay into the hands of his commissary one year's revenue 
of the electorate in advance ; and Leipsic was taxed with 
an extraordinary subsidy of eight hundred thousand 
crowns, on pain of military execution. The states were 
immediately convoked at Leipsic, in order to deliberate 
on these demands ; and the city being unable to pay such 
a considerable sum, the Prussian troops began to put 
their monarch's threats in execution. He justified these 
proceedings, by declaring that the enemy had practised 
the same violence and oppression on the territories of his 
allies; but how the practice of his declared enemies, in 
the countries which they had invaded and subdued in the 
common course of war, should justify him in pillaging and 
oppressing a people with whom neither he nor his allies 
were at war, it is not easy to conceive. As little can w^ 
reconcile thb conduct'to the character of a prince assum- 
ing the title of ptotector of the protestant religion, which 
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I75a« is the established faith among those Tcry Saxons who 

were subjected to such grierous impositions; impositioBs 

the more grievous and unmerited, as they had nerer taken 
any share in the present war, but cautiously avoided every 
step that might be construed into provocation, since the 
king of Prussia dedared they might depend upon hb pro- 
tection. 

XVIII. Before we proceed to enumerate the events of 
the campaign, it may be necessary to inform the reader, 
that the forces brought into the field by the emf^esi 
queen of Hungary and the states of the empire, the 
coarina, the kings of IVance and Sweden, fell very little 
short of three hundred thousand men ; and all these were 
destined to act against the king of Prussia and the elector 
of Hanover. In opposition to this fisrmidable conlederaqr* 
his Prussian mi^esty was, by the subsidy from Englsod, 
the spoils of Saxony, and the revenues c^ BraadenbwKb, 
enabled to maintain an army of one hundred and forty 
thousand men ; while the elector of Hanover assembkd s 
body of sixty thousand men, composed pf his own els^* 
toral troops, with the auxiliary mercenaries of Hessi- 
Cassel, Buokebourg, Saxe43otha, and Brunswick Wdfeo- 
buttel, all of them maintained by the pay of Great Britim 
At this juncture, indeed, there was no other fund ftr Aek 
subsistence, as the countries of Hanover and Hesss weis 
possessed by the enemy, and in the former the goven* 
ment was entirely changed. 

XIX. In the month of December in the preceding 
]fear, a farmer of the revalues from Paris arrived at Hsu- 
over, where he established his office, in order to act by 
virtue of powers from one John Faidy, to whom die 
French king granted the direction, receipt, and adanoh 
stration of all the duties and revenues of the electorstft 
This director was, by a decree of the council of state, em- 
powered to receive the revenues, not only of Hanoter, 
but also of all other countries that should be subjected to 
his most christian majesty in the course of the campaign; 
to remove the receivers who had been employed in any 
part of the direction, receipt, and administration of the 
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duties and revenues of Hanover, and appoint others in 1758. 
their room. The French king, by the same decree, or- •"'-'" 
dained, that all persons who had been intrusted under the 
preceding government with titles, papers, accounts, re- 
l^ters, or estimates, relating to the administration of the 
revenue, should communicate them to John Faidy, or his 
attorneys; that the magistrates of the towns, districts, and 
-commonalties, as well as those who directed the admini- 
atration of particular states and provinces, should deliver 
to the said John Faidy, or his attorneys, the produce of 
six years of the duties and revenues belonging to the said 
towns, districts, and provinces, reckoning from the first of 
January in the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty- 
one, together with an authentic account of the sums they 
had paid during that term to the preceding sovereign, and 
of the charges necessarily incurred. It appears from the 
nature of this decree, which was dated on the eighteenth 
^ay of October, that immediately after the conventions of 
Closter Seven and Bremenworden^ the court of Ver- 
-sailles had determined to change the government and 
system of the electorate, contrary to an express article of 
the capitulation granted to the city of Hanover, when it 
surrendered on the ninth of August ; and that the crown 
of France intended to take advantage of the cessation of 
arms, in seizing places and provinces which were not yet 
subdued: for, by the decree above mentioned, the admini- 
stration of John Faidy extended to the countries which 
might hereafter be conquered. With what regard to 
justice, then, could the French government charge the 
elector of Hanover with the infraction of articles? or 
what respect to good faith and humanity did the duke de 
Richelieu observe, in the order issued from Zell, towards 
the end of the year, importing, that as the treaty made 
with the country of Hanover had been rendered void by 
the violation of the articles signed at Closter Seven, all 



Sue days after the convention was signed at Closter Seven, another act of 
accomiiuMUtion was concluded at Bremenworden, betweea tbe generah 
Sporckeo and Villemar, relating to the release of prisoners, and some other 
^otntt omitted in the ooiiTention. 

VOL. IV. V 
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1768. the effects beloBging to the officers, or others, emplojed 
in the Hanoverian army, should be confiscated for the 
«se of his most christian majesty? 

XX. Ttie landgrave of Hesse* Cosael being desirous of 
averting a like storm from his dominions, not only pro- 
mised to renounce all connexion with the kings of Great 
Britain and Prussia, but even solicited the court of Frasoe 
^ receive him among the number of its dependenta ; for, 
t>n the eighteenth day of October, the minister of the doc 
de Deuxponts delivered at Versailles, in the name of the 
landgrave, the plan of a treaty founded on the following 
eonditiona: the landgrave, after having expressed an 
ardent desire of attaching himself wholly to France, pro^ 
posed these articles: that he should enter into no engage- 
ment against the king and his aUies ; and give no asaiit- 
ance, directly or indirectly, to the enemies of hia mtycst^ 
and his sillies : that he should never give hia TOle, in the 
general or particular assemblies of the empire, against hit 
majesty's interest ; but, on the contrary, employ his in- 
terest. Jointly with France, to quiet the troubles of the 
empire : that, for this end, his troops, which had served 
in the Hanoverian army, should engage in the aervice of 
France, on condition that they should not act w the pre- 
sent war against his Britannic majesty : that, immedtstely 
after the ratification of the treaty, his most dhrsstisn nft- 
jesty shottkl restore the dominions of the landgrare in the 
aame condition they were io when subdued by Ibe French 
forces : that these dominions should be exempted frimi sll 
iurther oontributions, either in moaey, corn, forage, voodt, 
<nr cattle, though already imposed on the subjects of 
Hesse ; and the French troops )>sy for aJU the i^evisioa 
with which they might be supplied ; in which case the 
landgrave should exact no toll fodr warlike stores, profi* 
sions, or other articles of that nature, which might psss 
through his dominions : that the king of France should 
guarantee all his estates, all the rights of the house of 
Hesse-Cassel, particularly the act of assurance signed by 
his son, the hereditary prince, with regard to religion; 
use his interest with the emperor and the empress queen, 
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that, in consideration of the immense losses and damages 1768. 
his most serene highness had suffered since the French 
invaded his country, and of the great sums he should lose 
with England in arrears and subsidies by this accommo- 
dation, he might be excused from furnishing his contin- 
gent to the army of the empire, as well as from paying 
the Roman months granted by the diet of the empire ; 
and if, in resentment of this convention, the states of his 
serene highness should be attacked, his most christian 
majesty should afford the most speedy and effectual suc- 
cours. These proposals will speak for themselves to the 
reader's apprehension ; and if he be not blinded by the 
darkest mists of prejudice, exhibit a clear and distinct 
idea of a genuine German ally. The landgrave of Hesse- 
Cassel had been fed with the good things of England^ 
even in time of peace, when his friendship could not avail> 
nor his aversion prejudice, the interests of Great Britain; 
but he was retained in that season of tranquillity as a 
friend, on whose services the most implicit dependence 
might be placed in any future storm or commotion. How 
far he merited this confidence and favour, might have beea 
determined by reflecting on his conduct during the former 
war ; m the course of which his troops were hired to the 
king of Great Britain and his enemies alternately, as the 
soale of convenience happened to preponderate. Since 
the commencement of the present troubles, he had acted 
as a mercenary to Great Britain, although he was a prin- 
cipal in the dispute, and stood connected with her desigds 
by solemn treaty, as well as by all the ties of gratitude 
4aid honour : but now that the cause of Hanover seemed 
to be on the decline, and his own dominions had suffered 
by the fate of the war, he not only appeared willing to 
abandon his benefactor and ally, but even sued to be 
enlisted in the service of his adversary. This intended . 
defection was, however, prevented by a sudden turn of 
fortune, which he could not possibly foresee; and his 
troops continued to act in conjunction with the Hano- 
verians. 
XXL The landgrave of Hesae-Cassel was not singular 
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1758. in making such advances to the French monarch. The 
"^" duke of Brunswick, still more nearly connected with the 
king of Great Britain, used such uncommon expedition in 
detaching himself from the tottering fortune of Hanover, 
that in ten days after the convention of Closter Seven he 
had concluded a treaty with the courts of Vienna and 
Versailles ; so that the negotiation must have been begun 
before that convention took place. On the twentieth day 
of September his minister at Vienna, by virtue of full 
powers from the duke of Brunswick, accepted and signed 
the conditions which the French king and his Austrian 
ally thought proper to impose. These imported, that his 
most christian majesty should keep possession of the cities 
of Brunswick and Wolfenbuttel during the war, and make 
use of the artillery, arms, and military stores deposited in 
their arsenals : that the duke's forces, on their return from 
the camp of the duke of Cumberland, should be disbanded 
and disarmed; and take an oath, that they should not, 
during the present war, serve against the king or his 
allies: that the duke should be permitted to maintain a 
battalion of foot and two squadrons of horse, for the 
guard of his person and castles ; but the regulations made 
by mareschal Richelieu and the intendant of bis army 
should subsist on their present footing: that the dak^ 
should furnish his contingent in money and troops, agree- 
ably to the laws of the empire : that his forces should im- 
mediately join those which the Germanic body had assem- 
bled ; and that he should order his minister at Ratisbon 
to vote conformably to the resolutions of the diet, approved 
and confirmed by the emperor. In consideration of all 
these concessions, the duke was restored to the favour of 
the French king, who graciously promised that neither his 
revenues nor his treasure should be touched, nor the adr 
ministration of justice invaded ; and that nothing further 
should be demanded, but winter quarters for the regiments 
which should pass that season in the country of Bruns- 
wick. How scrupulously soever the duke might have in- 
tended to observe the articles of this treaty, his intentions 
were frustrated by the conduct of his brother prince Fer- 
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dinandy who, being invested with the command of the 1758. 
Hanoverian army, and ordered to resume the operations ' 
of war against the enemy, detained the troops of Bruns- 
wick, as well as his nephew the hereditary prince, not- 
withstanding the treaty wliich his brother had signed, and 
the injunctions which he had laid upon his son to quit the 
army, and make a tour to Holland. The duke wrote an 
expostulatory letter to prince Ferdinand, pathetically 
complaining that he had seduced his troops, decoyed his 
son, and disgraced his family ; insisting upon the prince's 
pursuing his journey, as well as upon the return of the 
troops; and threatening, in case of non-compliance, to 
use other means that should be more efiectuaP. Not- 



^ Translation of the letter written by tha duke of Brunswick to his brother 
prince Ferdinand : 

'* Sir, — I know you too well to doubt that the situation in which we stand at 
present with respect to each other, gives you abundance of uneasiness ; nor wiU 
you doubt that it gives me equal concern : indeed, it afflicts me greatly. Mean- 
while, I could never, my dearest brother, have believed that you would be the 
person who should carry away from me my eldest son. I am exceedingly mor* 
tified to find myself under the hard necessity of telling you, that this step is con- 
trary to the law of nations, and the constitution of the empire ; and that, if you 
persist in it, you will disgrace your family, and bring a stain upon your country, 
which you pretend to serve. The hereditary prince, my son, was at Hamburgh 
by my orders, and you have carried him to Stade. Could he distrust his uncle^ 
an uncle who hath done so much honour to his family ? Could he believe that 
his uncle would deprive him of liberty, a Tiberty never refused to the lowest 
officer ? I ordered him to make a tour to Holland : could not the lowest officer 
have done as much ? Let us suppose for a moment, that my troops, among whom 
he served, were to have staid with the Hanoverians, would it not have been still 
in my power to give an officer leave of absence, or even leave to resign his comr 
mission ? and would you hinder your brother, the head of your family, and of 
such a family as ours, to exercise this right with regard to a son, who is the he- 
reditary prince, of whose rights and prerogatives you cannot be ignorant] It is 
impossible you could have conceived such designs, without the suggestions of 
others. Those who did suggest them have trampled on the rights ot nature, of 
nations, and of the princes of Germany ; they have induced you to add to all 
these the most cruel insult on a brother whom you love, and who always loved 
you with the warmest affection. Would you have your brother lay his just 
complaints against you before the whole empire, and all Europe 1 Are not youc 
proceedings without example? What is Germany become? What are its 

frinces become, and our house in particular ? Is it the interest of the two 
iogs, the cause of your country, ana my cause, that you pretend to support ? I 
repeat it, brother, that this design could not have been framed by you. I again 
command my Kon to pursue his journey ; and I cannot conceive you will give 
the least obstruction : if you should (which I pray God avert) I solemnly de- 
clare that I will not be constrained by such measures, nor shall I ever forget 
what I owe to mvself. As to my troops, you may see what I have written oa 
that head to the Hanoverian ministry. The duke of Cumberland, by the con- 
vention of Closter Seven, dismissed them,, and sent them home ; the said mini- 
stry gave me notice of this convention, as a treaty by which I was bound. Tha 
march of the troops was sattlad ; and an incident happening, they halted r that 
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1758. withstanding this warm remonstrance^ prinoe Ferdini&d 
- adhered to his plan* He detained the troops and the he- 
reditary prince, who> being fond of the serTice, in a littk 
time signalized himself by very extraordinary acta of 
bravery and conduct ; and means were found to reconcile 
his father to measures that expressly contradicted his en* 
gagements with the courts of Vienna and Versailles. 

XXn. The defeat of the French army at Roabach, 
and the retreat of the Russians from Pomerania» had en* 
tirely changed the face of affairs in the empire. The 
French king was soon obliged to abandon his conquests 
on that side of the Rhine, and his threats sounded no 
longer terrible in the ears of the Hanoverian and Prusaan 
allies. As little formidable were the denunciations of the 
emperor, who had, by a decree of the Aulic council, com- 
municated to the diet certain mandates, issued in the 
month of August in* the preceding year, on pain of die 
ban of the empire, with avocatory letters annexed, against 
the king of Great Britain, elector of Hanover, and tfa^ 
other princes acting in concert with the king of Prussia. 
The French court likewise published a virulent memorial, 
after the convention of Closter Seven had been violated 
and set aside, drawing an invidious parallel between the 
conduct of the French king and the proceedings of his 
Britannic migesty ; in which the latter is taxed with breach 
of faith, and almost every meanness that could stain the 

obstacle bein^ removed, they were to have coaiiQiicd their march. The emit 
of Hanover will be do longer bound by the conventioD, while I ooi only ac- 
cepted it on their word, but have also, in conformity with their inatroctions, ne- 
gotiated at Versailles and at Vienna. After all these steps, they would have 
me contradict mvself, break my word» and entirely ruin my estate, as well as 
my honour. Did you ever know your brother guilty of such thinnl True it 
is, I have, as you say, sacrificed my all, or rather, I have been sacnfioed. The 
only thing left me is my honour ; and, in the unhappy contrast of oarsitaatiooi, 
I lament both you and myself, that it should be from you, my dear brother, I 
should receive the cruel advice to give up my honour. I cannot listen to it; 1 
cannot recede from my promise. My troops, therefore, must return bone, 
agreeably to what the duke of Cumberland and the Hanoverian ministry stipe- 
lated with regard to me in the strongest manner. I am afraid that the truedv 
cumstances of things are concealed from you. Not to detain your express too 
lon^, I shall send you, by the post, copies of all I have wriUen to the HaoDveriaB 
ministry. It will gneve your honest heart to read it. I am, with a heart 
almost broken, yet full of tenderness for you, your, etc. 

" Blaaefceiiboiirg, Nov. 37, 1767." 
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dyracter of a monarch. In answer to the emperor's de- 1758. 
eree, and this virulent charge, baron Gimmengen, the elee- ^ 
toral> minister of Brunswick Lunenbourg» presented to the 
diet, in Norember, a long memorial, recapitulating the 
important services his sovereign had done to the house of 
Austria, and the ungrateful returns he had reaped, in the 
queen's refusing to assist him when his dominions were 
threatened with an invasion. He enumerated many ior* 
stances in which she had assisted, encouraged, and even 
joined the enemies of the electorate, in contempt of her 
former encouragements, and directly contrary to the con- 
stitution of the empire. He refuted every article of the 
charge which the French court had brought against him 
in their virulent libel, retorted the imputations of perfidy 
and ambition, and, with respect to France, justified every 
particular of his own conduct. 

XXIU. While the French and Hanoverian armies re* 
mained in their winter quarters, the former at Zell and 
the latter at Lunenbomrg, divers petty enterprises were 
executed by detachments with various success. The 
Hanoverian general Juncheim, having taken post at HaU 
berstadt and Quedlimbourg, from whence he made ex* 
eursions even to the gates of Brunswick, and kept the 
French army in continual alarm, was virited by a large 
body of the enemy, who compelled him to retire to 
Achersleben, committed great excesses in the town of 
Halberstadt and its neighbourhood, and carried off hos- 
tages for the payment of contributions. General Harden- 
berg, another Hanoverian officer, having dislodged the 
French detachments that occupied Burgh, Vogelsack, 
and Ritterhude, and cleared the whole territory of Bre- 
men, in the month of January the duke de Broglio assem* 
bled a considerable corps of troops that were cantoned at 
Ottersburgh, Rothenburgh, and the adjacent country, and 
advancing to Bremen, demanded admittance, threatening 
that, in case of a refusal, he would have recourse to ex- 
tremities, and punish the inhabitants severely, should they 
make the least opposition. When their deputies waited 
upon him, to desire a short time for ddiberaition, he an- 
■wesed, '' Not a moment-^the duke de Richetien's ordeta 
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1758. are peremptory, and admit of no delay/* He accordingly 
ordered the cannon to advance ; the wall was scaled, and 
the gates would have been forced open, had not the magi- 
strates, at the earnest importunity of the people, resolved 
to comply with his demand. A second deputation wss 
immediately despatched to the duke de Broglio, signify^ 
ing their compliance; and the gates being opened he 
marched into the city at midnight, after having promised 
upon his honour that no attempt should be made to the 
prejudice of its rights and prerogatives, and no outrage 
offered to the privileges of the regency, to the liberty, re- 
ligion, and commerce of the inhabitants. This conquest, 
however, was of short duration. Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunswick being joined by a body of Prussian horse, 
under the command of prince George of Holstein Got- 
torp, the whole army was put in motion, and advanced 
to the country of Bremen about the middle of February. 
The enemy were dislodged from Rothenburgh, Otters- 
burgh, and Verden, and they abandoned the city of Bre- 
men at the approach of the Hanoverian general, who took 
possession of it without oppositiouv 

XXIV. By this time the court of VersuMes, being dis- 
satisfied with the conduct of the duke de Richelieu, had 
recalled that general from Germany, where his place was 
supplied by the count de Clermont, to the general satis- 
faction of the army, as well as the joy of the Hanoverian 
subjects, among whom Richelieu had committed many 
flagrant and inhuman acts of rapine and oppression. The 
new commander found his master^s forces reduced to a de- 
plorable condition, by the accidents of war, and distempers 
arising from hard duty, severe weather, and the want of 
necessaries. As he could not pretend, with such a 
wretched remnant, to oppose the designs of prince Ferdi- 
nand in the field, or even maintain the footing which his 
predecessor had gained, he found himself under the ne- 
cessity of retiring with all possible expedition towards the 
Rhine. As the allies advanced, his troops retreated from 
their distant quarters with such precipitation, as to leave 
behind all their sick, together with a great part of their 
^Hem^ <^nd artillery, besides a great number of officers 
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and soldiers, that fell into the hands of those parties by i75g. 

whom they were pursued. The inhabitants of Hanover, 

perceiving the French intended to abandon that city, were 
overwhelmed with the fear of being subjected to every 
species of violence and abuse ; but their apprehensiona 
were happily disappointed by the honour and integrity of 
the duke de Randan, the French governor, who not only 
took effectual measures for restraining the soldiers within 
the bounds of the most rigid discipline and moderation, 
but likewise exhibited a noble proof of generosity, almost 
without example. Instead of destroying his magazine of 
provisions, according to the usual practice of war, he 
ordered the whole to be either sold at a low price, or dis- 
tributed among the poor of the city, who had been long 
exposed to the horrors of famine: an act of godlike huma- 
nity, which ought to dignify the character of that worthy 
nobleman above all the titles that military fame can de- 
serve, or arbitrary monarchs bestow. The regency of 
Hanover were so deeply impressed with a sense of his 
heroic behaviour on this occasion, that they gratefully ae* 
knowledged it, in a letter of thanks to him and the count 
de Clermont ; and on the day of solemn thanksgiving to 
heaven for their being delivered from their enemies, the 
clergy, in their sermons, did not fail to celebrate and extol 
the charity and benevolence of the duke de Randan. 
Such glorious testimonies, even from enemies, must have 
afforded the most exquisite pleasure to a mind endued 
with sensibility ; and this no doubt may be termed one of 
the fairest triumphs of humanity. 

XXV. The two grand divisions of the French army, 
quartered at Zell and Hanover, retired in good order to 
Hamelen, where they collected all their troops, except 
those that were left in Hoya, and about four thousand 
men placed in garrison at Minden, to retard the opera- 
tions of the combined army. Towards the latter end of 
February, prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, having re- 
ceived intelligence that the count de Chabot was posted 
with a considerable body of troops at Hoya, upon the 
Wcscr, detached the hereditary prince of Brunswick,^ 
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1768. with four battalions, and some light troops and dragoonst 
to dislodge them from that neighbourhood. This enter- 
prise was executed with the utmost intrepidity. The 
hereditary prince passed the Weser at Bremen with part 
of his detachment, while the rest adranced on this side of 
the river; and the enemy, being attadced in front and 
rear, were in a Uttle time forced, and thrown into oooiii- 
sion. The bridge being abandoned, and near seren hun- 
dred men taken prisoners, the count de Chabot threw 
himself with two battalions into the castle, where he re* 
solved to support himself, in hope of being relioTed. The 
regiment of Bretagne, and some detachnoents of dragooss, 
were actually on the march to his assistance. The here- 
ditary prince being made acquainted widi this drcum- 
stanoe, being also destitute of heavy artillery to besiege 
the place in form, and taking it for granted he ahould not 
be able to maintain the post after it might be taken, he 
Kstened to the terms of capitulation proposed by die 
French general, whose garrison was suffered to march 
out with the honours of war; but their camioiH stores, 
and ammunition were surrendered to the victor. This 
was the first exploit of the hereditary prince, whose vakor 
and activity, on many subsequent occasions, shone with 
distinguished lustre. He had no sooner reduced Hoya^ 
than he marched to the attack of Minden, which he in- 
vested on the fifth day of March, and on the fourteeakh 
the garrison surrendered at discretion. After the rednf 
tion of this city, the combined army advanced towards 
Hamelen, where the French general had established hb 
head quarters : but he abandoned them at the afq[iroach 
of the allies; and leaving behind all his sick and wounded, 
with part of his magasines, retired without halting to Pa- 
derborn, and from thence to the Rhine, recalHag in hk 
march the troops that were in Embden, Cassel, and the 
landgrariate of Hesse, all which places were now eva- 
cuated. They were terribly harassed in their retrceit by 
the Prussian hussars, and a body of light horse distiiH 
guished by the name of Hanoverian hunters, who took a 
great number of prisoners, together with mmmy baggage 
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waggons and some artillerj. Such was the precipitation 1766. 
of the enemy's retreat, that they could not find time to 
destroy all their magazines of provision and forage ; and 
even forgot to. call in the garrison of Vechte, a small for- 
tress in the neighbourhood of Diepholt, who were made 
prisoners of war \ and here was found a complete train of 
battering cannon and mortars. The count de Clermont, 
having reached the banks of the Rhine, distributed his 
forces into quarters of cantonment in Wesel and the ad- 
joining country, while prince Ferdinand cantoned the 
allied army in the bishopric of Munster : here, however, 
he did not long remain inactive* In the latter end of May 
he ordered a detachment to pass the Rhine at Duysbourg, 
under the command of colonel Scheither, who executed 
his order without loss, defeated three battations of the 
enemy, and took five pieces of cannon. In the beginning 
of June, the whole army passed the Rhine on a bridge 
constructed for the occasion, defeated a body of French 
cavalry, and obtained divers other advantages in their 
march towards Wesel. Kaisers worth was surprised, the 
greater part of the garrison either killed or taken, and 
prince Ferdinand began to make preparations for the 
siege of Dusseldorp. In the mean time the count de 
Clermont, being unable to stop the rapidity of his pro> 
gress, was obliged to secure his troops with strong en<- 
trenchments, until he should^ be properly reinforced. 

XXVI. The court of Versailles, though equally morti- 
fied and confounded nt the turn of their affairs in Ger- 
nany, did not sit tamely and behold this reverse ; but ex- 
erted their usual spirit and expedition in retrieving the 
losses they had sustained. They assembled a body of 
troops at Hanau, under the direction of the prince de 
Soubise, who, it was said, had received orders to pene* 
trate, by the way of Donawert, Ingoldstadt, and Amberg^ 
into Bohemia* In the mean time, reinforcements daily 
arrived in the camp of the couiit de Clermont; and, as 
repeated complaints had been made of the want of disei« 
pline and subordination in that army, measures were taken 
fcMT refivming the troops by severity and example. The 
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1758. mareschal duke de Belleisle, who now acted as secretary 
at war with uncommon ability^ wrote a letter directed to 
all the colonels of infantry, threatening them, in the king's 
name, with the loss of their regiments, should they con- 
nive any longer at the scandalous practice of buying com- 
missions ; an abuse which had crept into .the service under 
various pretexts, to the discouragement of merit, the re- 
laxation of discipline, and the total extinction of laudable 
emulation. The prince of Clermont having quitted his 
strong camp at Rhinefeldt, retired to Nuys, a little higher 
up the river, and detached a considerable corps, under 
the command of the count de St. Germain, to take post at 
Crevelt, situated in a plain between his army and the 
camp of the allies, which fronted the town of M eurs : after 
several motions on both sides, prince Ferdinand resolved 
to attack the enemy, and forthwith made a disposition for 
this purpose. He assigned the command of the whole 
left wing, consisting of eighteen battalions and twenty- 
eight squadrons, to lieutenant-general Sporcken; the 
conduct of the right wing, composed of sixteen battalbas 
and fourteen squadrons, was intrusted to the hereditary 
prince and major-general Wangenheim; the squadrons, 
with the addition of two regiments of Prussian dragoons, 
were under the immediate direction of the prince of Hol- 
stein, while the hereditary prince conunanded the infantry. 
The light troops, consisting of five squadrons of hussars, 
were divided between the prince of Holstein and lieute- 
nant-general Sporcken. Major Luckner*s squadron, to- 
gether with Scheither's corps, were ordered to obsenrc 
the flank of the enemy's right, and with this view were 
posted in the village of Papendeick ; and a battalion of 
the troops of Wolfenbuttel were left in the town of Hulste, 
to cover the rear of the army. Prince Ferdinand's design 
was to attack the enemy on their left flank ; but the exe- 
cution was rendered extremely difficult by the woods and 
ditches that embarrassed the route, and the numerous 
ditches that intersected this part of the country. On the 
twenty-third day of June, at four in the* morning, the 
army began to move ; the right advancing in two columns 
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as far as St. Anthony^ and the left marching up within 1758. 
half a league of Crevelt. The prince, having viewed the 
position of the enemy from the steeple of St. Anthony, 
procured guides, and having received all the necessary 
hints of information, proceeded to the right, in order to 
charge the enemy*s left flank by the villages of Worst and 
Anrath ; but, in order to divide their attention, and keep 
them in suspense with respect to the nature of his principal 
attack, he directed the generals Sporcken and Oberg to 
advance against them by the way of Crevelt and St. An- 
thony, and, in particular, to make the most of their artil- 
lery, that, being employed in three different places at 
once, they might be prevented from sending any rein- 
forcement to the left, where the chief attack was intended. 
These precautions being taken, prince Ferdinand, putting 
himself at the head of the grenadiers of the right wing, 
continued his march in two columns to the village of An- 
rath, where he fell in with an advanced party of the 
French, which, after a few discharges of musquetry, re- 
tired to their camp and gave the alarm. In the mean 
time, both armies were drawn up in order of battle ; the 
troops of the allies in the plain between the villages of 
Anrath and Willich, opposite to the French forces, whose 
left was covered with a wood. The action began about 
one in the afternoon, with a severe cannonading on the 
part of prince Ferdinand, which though well supported, 
proved ineffectual in drawing the enemy from their cover : 
he therefore determined to dislodge them from the wood 
by dint of small arms. The hereditary prince immediately 
advanced with the whole front, and a very obstinate action 
ensued. Meanwhile, the cavalry on the right in vain at* 
tempted to penetrate the wood on the other side, where 
the enemy had raised two batteries, which were sustained 
by forty squadrons of horse. After a terrible fire had 
been maintained on both sides till five in the afternoon, 
the grenadiers forced the entrenchments in the wood, 
which were lined by the French infantry. These giving 
way, abandoned the wood in the utmost disorder ; but the 
pursuit was checked by the conduct and resolution of the 
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1760. enemy's caYsIry^ whiehi noCwithstanding a dreadful fire 

from the artillery of the allies, maintained their ground, 

and coTered the foot in their retreat to Nuys. The sac* 
eesa of the day was, in a good measure, owing to the ar« 
tillery on the lefl and in the centre, with which the ge* 
nerali Sporcken and Oberg had done great ezecutioni 
and employed the attention of the enemy on that side, 
while prince Ferdinand prosecuted his attack on the other 
quarter. It must be owned, however, that their right 
wing and centre retired in great order to Nuys, though 
the left was defeated, with the loss of some standards, 
colours, and pieces of cannon, and six thousand men 
killed, wounded, or taken prisoners ^ This victory, how- 
ever, which cost the allies above fifteen hundred men, was 
not at all decisive in its consequences ; and, uideed, the 
plan seemed only calculated to display die enterpiisiiig 
genius of the Hanoverian general* True it is, the Freaeh 
army took refuge under the cannon of Cologne, where diey 
remained, without haaarding any step for the relief of 
Dusseldorp, which prince Ferdinand immediately ish 
vested, and in a few days reduced, the ganison being al- 
lowed to march out with the honours of war, on conditioo 
that they should not, for the space of one year, esny 
arms against the allies. 

XXVII. It was at this period that count de Clermont 
resigned his command, which was conferred upon M. de 
Contades, and the French army was considerably rein* 
forced. He even threatened to attack prince Ferdinand 
in his turn, and made some motions with that design; bat 
was prevented by the little river Erff, behind which the 
prince resolved to he quiet, until he should be joined by 
the body of British troops under the command of tba 
duke of Marlborough, the first division of which had just 
landed at Embden. He flattered himself that the printe 

1 AoMDg the French officers who lost their Hvet in this engi^eiaeiiC, was the 
couDt de Gisors» odIv son of the mareschal duke de Belleisle* and Ust hope of 
thai illiistriotts family ; a youngs Dobleman of Extraordinary accoinplishDeots, 
who finished a short life of honour ib th6 embraee of military glory, aod Ml 
gallantly fighting at the head of his own regiment, to the inexpressible grief of 
of kk «ge4 father, snd the unifersal regret ef his eounlry. 
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of Ysembourgy at the head of the Hessian troops, would 1756. 
find employment for the prince de Soubise, who bad 
marched from Hanau, with a design to penetrate into the 
landgraviate of Hesse-Casael: his vanguard had been 
already surprised and defeated by the militia of the coun* 
try ; and the prince of Ysembourg was at the head of a 
conuderable body of regular forces, assembled to oppose 
his further progress. Prince Ferdinand, therefore, hoped 
that the operations of the French general would be etka- 
tually impeded, until he himself, being joined by the 
British troops, should be in a condition to pass the 
Meuse, transfer the seat of war into the enemy*s country, 
Ihus make a diversion from the Rhine, and perhaps oblige 
the prince de Soubise to come to the assistance of the 
principal French army conunanded by M. de Contades. 
He had formed a plan which would have answered these 
purposes effectually, and, in execution of it, marched to 
Ruremond on the Maese, when his measures were totally 
disconcerted by a variety of incidents which he could not 
foresee. The prince of Ysembourg was, on the twenty- 
third day <^ July, defeated at Sangarshausen by the duke 
de Broglio, whom the prince de Soubise had detached 
against him with a number of troops greatly superior to 
that which the Hessian general commanded. The duke 
de Broglio, who commanded the corps that formed the 
▼angiiard of Soubise*s army, having learned at Casael 
thai the Hessian troops, under the prince of Ysembourg, 
were netiring towards Munden, he advanced, on the 
twenty-third of July, with a body of eight thousand men, 
to the village of Sangarshausen, where he found them 
drawn up in order of battle, and fcnrthwith made a dispo* 
siiion for the attack. At first his cavalry were repulsed 
by the Hessian horse, which charged the French infiintry, 
and were broke in their turn. The Hessians, though 
greatly inferior in number to the enemy, made a very ob- 
stinate resistance, by favour of a rock in the Fulde that 
covered their right, and a wood by which their left was 
aoeured. The dispute was so obstinate, that the enemy's 
left was obliged to guie ground ; but the duke de Broglio^ 
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1758. ordering a fresh corps to advance, changed the fortane of 
the day. The Hessians, overpowered by numbers, gave 
way ; part plunged into the river, where many perished, 
and part threw themselves into the wood, through which 
they escaped from the pursuit of the hussars, who took 
above two hundred soldiers and fifty officers, including 
the oount de Canitz, who was second in command. They 
likewise found on the field of battle seven pieces of can- 
non, and eight at Munden: but the carnage was pretty 
considerable, and nearly equal on both sides. The num- 
ber of the killed and wounded on the side of the French 
exceeded two thousand ; the loss of the Hessians was not 
so great. The prince of Ysembourg, having collected the 
remains of his little array, took post at Eimbeck, where 
he soon was reinforced, and found himself at the head of 
twelve thousand men : but, in consequence of this advui- 
tage, the enemy became masters of the Weser, and <^>eDed 
to themselves a finee passage into Westphalia. 

XXVIII. The progress of prince Ferdinand upon the 
Maese had been retarded by a long succession of heavy 
rains, which broke up the roads, and rendered the conn- 
try impassable ; and now the certain information of this 
unlucky check left him no alternative but a battle or a 
retreat across the Rhine : the first was carefully avokied 
by the enemy ; the latter resolution, therefore, he found 
himself under a necessity to embrace. In his present po- 
sition he was hampered by the French army on one wing, 
on the other by the fortress of Gueldres, the garrison of 
which had been lately reinforced, as well as by divers 
other posts, capable of obstructing the convoys and sub- 
sistence of the combined army : besides, he had reason to 
apprehend, that the prince de Soubise would endeavour 
to intercept the British troops in their march from £mb- 
den. Induced by these considerations, he determined to 
repass the Rhine, after having offered battle to the enony, 
and made several motions for that purpose. Finding them 
averse to an engagement, he made his dispositions for 
forcing the strong pass of Wachtendonck, an island sur- 
rounded by the Niers, of very difficult approach, and 
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situated exactly in bb route to the Rhine. This service 1768. 
was performed by the hereditary prince of Brunswick; 
who, perceiving the enemy had drawn up the bridge, 
rushed into the river at the head of his grenadiers, who 
drove them away with their bayonets, and cleared the 
bridges for the passage of the army towards Rhinebergen* 
At this place prince Ferdinand received intelligence, that 
M. de Chevert, reputed one of the best officers in the 
French service, had passed the Lippe with fourteen bat- 
talions and several squadrons, to join the garrison of 
Wesel, and fall upon heutenant-general Imhoff, who com- 
manded a detached corps of the combined army at M eer, 
that he might be at hand to guard the bridge which the 
prince had thrown over the Rhine at Rees. His serene 
highness was extremely desirous of sending succours to 
general ImhofF; but the troops were too much fatigued to 
begin another march before morning ; and the Rhine had 
overflowed its banks in such a manner as to render the 
bridge at Rees impassable, so that M. Imhoff was left to 
the resources of his own conduct and the bravery of his 
troops, consisting of six battalions and four squadrons, 
already weakened by the absence of different detach- 
ments. This general having received advice, on the 
fourth of August, that the enemy intended to pass the 
Lippe the same evening with a considerable train of artil- 
lery, in order to burn the bridge at Rees, decamped with 
a view to cover this place, and join two battalions which 
had passed the Rhine in boats, under the command of 
general Zastrow, who reinforced him accordingly ; but 
the enemy not appearing, he concluded the information 
was false, and resolved to resume his advantageous post 
at Meer. Of this he had no sooner repossessed himself, 
than his advanced guards were engaged with the enemy, 
who marched to the attack from Wesel, under the com- 
mand of lieutenant-general de Chevert, consisting of the 
whole corps intended for the siege of Dusseldorp. Im- 
hofiTs front was covered by coppices and ditches, there 
being a rising ground on his right, from whence he could 
plainly discern the whole force that advanced against him, 
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1768. together with the manner of their approach. PerceiviDg 
them engaged in that difficult ground, he posted one regi- 
ment in a coppice, with orders to fall upon the left flank 
of the enemy, which appeared quite uncovered ; and as 
soon as their fire began, advanced with the rest of his 
forces to attack them in front. The bayonet was used on 
tliis occasion, and the charge given with such impetuosity 
and resolution, that, after a short resistance, the enemy 
fell into confusion, and fled towards Wesel, leaving on the 
spot eleven pieces of cannon, with a great number of 
waggons and other carriages : besides the killed and 
wounded, who amounted to a pretty considerable number, 
the victor took three hundred and fifty-four prisoners, in- 
cluding eleven officers ; whereas, on his part, the victory 
was purchased at a very small expense. 

XXIX. Immediately after this action, general Wangeo- 
heim passed the Rhine with several squadrons and bttta- 
lions, to reinforce general Imhoff, and enable him to 
prosecute the advantage he had gained, while prince Fer- 
dinand marched with the rest of the. army to Santen; 
from whence be proceeded to Rhineberg, where he in- 
tended to pass : but the river had overflowed to such a 
degree, that here, as well as at Rees, the shore was inac- 
cessible ; so that he found it necessary, to march furtber 
down the river, and lay a bridge at Gtiethuyzen. The 
enemy had contrived four vessels for the destruction of 
this bridge; but they were all taken before they could 
put the design into execution, and the whole army passed 
on the tenth day of August, without any loss or further 
interruption. At the same time the prince withdrew his 
garrison from Dusseldorp, of which the French imme- 
diately took possession. Immediately after his passage he 
received a letter from the duke of Marlborough, acquaint- 
ing him that the British troops had arrived at Lingen, in 
their route to Coesfeldt; to which place general Imhoff 
was sent to receive them, with a strong detachment. Not- 
witlistanding this junction, the two armies on the Rhine 
were so equally matched, that no stroke of importance 
was struck on either side during the remaining part of the 
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campaign. M. de Contades, seeing no prospect of obtain- 17S8. 
ing the least advantage over prince Ferdinand, detached " 

prince Xaverius of Saxony with a strong reinforcement to 
the prince de Soubise, who had taken possession of Got- 
tingen, and seemed determined to attack the prince of 
Ysembourg at Eimbeck. That this officer might be able 
to give him a proper reception, prince Ferdinand detached 
general Oberg with ten thousand men to Lips tad t, from 
whence, should occasion require, they might continue 
their march and join the Hessians. The whole body, 
when thus reinforced, did not exceed twenty thousand 
men, of whom general Oberg now assumed the command ; 
whereas the troops of Soubise were increased to the num- 
ber of thirty thousand. The allies had taken post upon 
the river Fulde at Sangarshausen, where they hoped the 
French would attack them; but the design of Soubise was 
first to dislodge them from that advantageous situation. 
With this view, he made a motion as if he had intended 
to turn the camp of the allies by the road of Munden. In 
order to prevent the execution of this supposed design, ge- 
neral Oberg decamped on the tenth of October, and, pass- 
ing by the village of Landwemhagen, advanced towards 
Luttenberg, wher«, understanding the enemy were at his 
heels, he forthwith formed his troops in order of battle, 
his right to the Fulde, and his left extending to a thicket 
upon an eminence, where he planted five field pieces. 
The cavalry supported the wings in a third line, the vil- 
lage of Luttenberg was in the rear, and four pieces of 
cannon were mounted on a rising ground that flanked this 
village. The French having likewise passed Landwem- 
hagen, posted their left towards the Fulde, their right 
extending far beyond the left of the allies, and their front 
being strengthened with above thirty pieces of cannon. 
At four in the afternoon the enemy began the battle with 
a severe cannonading ; and at the same time the first line 
of their infantry attacked major-general Zastrow, who was 
posted on the left wing of the allies. This body of the 
French was repulsed; but in the same moment, a con- 
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1788. ttderable line of cavalry advancing, charged the alliea in 
front and flank. The«e were supported by a fresh body 
of infantry with cannon, which, after a warm dispute, ob- 
liged the confederates to give way ; and general Oberg, 
in order to prevent a total defeat, made a disposition for 
a retreat, which was performed in tolerable order; not 
but that he suffered greatly, in passing through a defile, 
from the fire of the enemy's cannon, which was brought 
up and managed under the direction of the duke de Brog- 
lio. Having marchefl through Mundeki by midnight, the 
retiring army lay till morning under arms in the little 
plain near Grrupen, on the other side of the Weser ; but 
at daybreak prosecuted their march, after having with- 
drawn the garrison from Munden, until they arrived ia 
the neighbourhood of Guntersheim, where they encamped* 
In this engagement general Oberg lost about fifteen hun- 
dred men, his artillery, baggage, and ammunition. He 
was obliged to abandcm a magaaine of hay and straw at 
Munden, and leave part of his wounded men in diat place 
to the humanity of the victor. But, after all, the French 
general reaped very little advantage from his victory. 

XXX. By this time prince Ferdinand had retired into 
Westphalia, and fixed his head quarters at Munster, while 
M. de Contades encamped near Ham under the Lippe: 
so that, although he had obliged the French army to eva- 
cuate Hanover and Hesse in the beginning of the year, 
when they were weakened by death and distemp^, and 
even driven them beyond the Rhine, where they sustained 
a defeat ; yet they were soon put in a condition to baffle 
all his future endeavours, and penetrate again into West- 
phalia, where they established their winter quarters, ex- 
tending themselves in such a manner as to command the 
whole course of the Rhine on both sides, while the allie* 
were disposed in the landgraviate of Hesse-Cassel, and 
in the bishoprics of Munstei', Paderborn, and Hildesheim. 
The British troops had joined them so late in the season, 
that they had no opportunity to signalize themselves in 
the field ; yet the fatigues of the campaign, which the J 
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bad aevercly felt, proved fatal to their commander the 1758. 
duke of Marlborough, who died of a dysentery at Mun. 
ster, universally lamented. 

XXXI. Having thus particularized the operations of 
the allied army since the commencement of the campaigUi 
we shall now endeavour to trace the steps of the king of 
Prussia, from the period at which his army was assembled 
for action. Having collected his force as soon as the 
season would permit, he undertook the siege of Schweid- 
nitz in form on the twenty -first day of March; and carried 
on his operations with such vigour, that in thirteen days 
the garrison surrendered themselves prisoners of war, 
after having lost one half of their number in the defence 
of the place. While one part of his troops were engaged 
in this service, he himself, at tbe head of another, ad- 
vanced to the eastern frontier of Bohemia, and sent a der 
tachment as far as Trautenaw, garrisoned by a body of 
Austrians, who, after an obstinate resistance, i^bandoned 
the place, and retreated towards their grand army. 3y 
this success he opened to himself a way into Bohemia, by 
which he poured in (detachments of light troops, to raise 
contributions, and harass the outposts of the enemy. At 
the same time the baron de la Mothe Fouquet marched 
with another body against the Austrian general Jabnus, 
posted in the county of Glatz, whom he obliged to abanT 
don all the posts he occupied in that country, apd pursued 
as far as Nachod, within twenty miles of Koningsgratz, 
where the grand Austrian army was encamped, under the 
command of mareschal Daun, who had lately arrived froo) 
Vienna™. Over and above these excursions, the king orr 
dered a body of thirty thousand men to be assembled, to 
act under the command of his brother prince Henry, an 
accomplished warrior, against the army of t)ie empire, 



■ At this juncture the Prussian commandant of Dresden being admitted into 
tilt Japan palace, to see the curious porcelaine with which it is adorned* per- 
ceived a door built up ; and ordering tne passage to be opened, entered a large 
apartment, where he found three thousand tents, and other 6eld utensils. These 
luid been concealed here when the Prussians first took possession of the city : 
they were immediately seized by the commandant, and distributed among the 
troofM of prince Uenry't army. 
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1758. which the prince de Deuxponts, with great difficulty,' 
made a shift to form again near Bamberg in Franconia. 

XXXII. The king of Prussia, whose designs were 
perhaps even greater than he cared to own, resolved to 
shift the theatre of the war, and penetrate into Moravia, a 
fertile country, which had hitherto been kept sacred from 
ravage an<l contribution. Having formed an army of fifty 
thousand choice troops near Niesse, in Silesia, he divided 
them into three columns; the first commanded by mares- 
chal Keith, the second by himself in person, and the third 
conducted by prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau. In the 
latter end of April they began their march towards Mora- 
via ; and general de la Ville, who commanded a body of 
troops in that country, retired as they advanced, after 
having thrown a strong reinforcement into Olmutz, which 
the king was determined to besiege. Had he passed by 
this fortress, which was strongly fortified, and well pro* 
vided for a vigorous defence, he might have advanced to 
the gates of Vienna, and reduced the emperor to the ne- 
cessity of suing for peace on his own terms: but it seems 
he was unwilling to deviate so far from the common 
maxims of war as to leave a fortified place in the rear; 
and therefore he determined to make himself master of 
it before he should proceed. For this purpose it was im- 
mediately invested: orders were issued to hasten up the 
heavy artillery, and mareschal Keith was appointed to 
superintend and direct the operations of the siege. Mean- 
while the Austrian commander, count Daun, beuig in- 
formed of his Prussian majesty's motions and designs, 
quitted his camp at Leutomyssel in Bohemia, and entered 
Moravia by the way of Billa. Being still too weak to en- 
counter the Prussians in the field, he extended his troops 
in the neighbourhood of the king's army, between Gewits 
and Littau, in a mountainous situation, where he ran little 
or no risk of being attacked. Here he remained for some 
time in quiet, with the fertile country of Bohemia in his 
rear, from whence he drew plentiful supplies and daily 
reinforcements. His scheme was to relieve the besieged 
occasionally, to harass the besiegers, and to intercept 
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their convoys from Sileaia ; and this scheme succeeded to 1758. 
his wish. Olmutz is so extensive in its works, and so pe- 
culiarly situated on the river Morava, that it could not be 
completely invested without weakening the posts of the 
besieging army, by extending them to a prodigious cir- 
cuit; so that, in some parts, they were easily forced by 
detachments in the night, who fell upon them suddenly, 
and seldom failed to introduce into the place supplies of 
men, provisions, and ammunition. The forage in the 
neighbourhood of the city having been previously de- 
stroyed,, the Prussian horse were obliged to make excur-. 
sions at a great distance, consequently exposed to fatigue 
and liable to surprise ; and, in a word, the Prussians were 
not very expert in the art of town taking. 

XXXIII. Count Daun knew how to take advantage of 
these circumstances, without hazarding a battle, to which 
the king provoked him in vain. While the garrison made 
repeated sallies to retard the operations of the besiegers, 
the Austrian general harassed their foraging parties, fell 
upon different quarters of their army in the night, and 
kept them in continual alarm. Nevertheless, the king 
finished his first parallel ; and proceeded with such 
vigour, as seemed to promise a speedy reduction of the 
place, when his design was entirely fi*ustrated by an unto- 
ward incident. Mareschal Daun, having received intel- 
ligence that a large convoy had set out from Silesia for 
the Prussian camp, resolved to seize this opportunity of 
compelling the king to desist from his enterprise. He 
sent general Jahnus, with a strong body of troops, towards 
Bahm, and another detachment to Stadtoliebe, with in- 
structions to attack the convoy on different sides ; while 
he himself advanced towards the besiegers, as if he in- 
tended to give them battle. The king of Prussia, far 
firom being deceived by this feint, began, from the motions 
of the Austrian general, to suspect his real scheme ; and 
immediately despatched general Ziethen, with a strong 
reinforcement, to protect the convoy, which was escorted 
by eight battalions, and about four thousand men, who 
had been sick, and were just recovered. Before this offi- 
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1758. oer joined thenii the convoy had been attacked on tke 
twenty-eighth day of June ; but the assailantB were re- 
pulsed with considerable loss. Mareschal Daun, however, 
took care that they should be immediately rrinforced ; and 
next day the attack was renewed with much greater efiect. 
Four hundred waggons, guarded by four battalions and 
about one thousand troopers, had just passed the defilei 
of Domstadt, when the Austrians charged them furiously 
on every side : the communication between the head and 
the rest of the convoy was cut off; and general Ziethen, 
after having exerted all his efforts for its preaenration, 
being obliged to abandon the waggons, retired to Troppau. 
Thus the whole convoy fell into the hands of the enemy, 
who took above six hundred prisoners, together with ge- 
neral Putkaramer ; and the king of Prussia was obliged to 
relinquish his enterprise. Tliis was a mortifying necessity 
for a prince of his high spirit, at a time when he saw himself 
on the eve of reducing the place, notwithstanding the gal- 
lant defence which had been made by general MarBhal, 
the governor. Nothing now remained but to rake the 
siege, and retire without loss in the face of a vigilant 
enemy, prepared to seize every opportunity of advantage: 
a task which, how hard soever it may appear, be per- 
formed with equal dexterity and success. Inatead of re- 
tiring into Silesia, he resolved to avert the war from his 
own dominions, and take the route of Bohemia, the fron- 
tiers of which were left uncovered by mareschal Daun's 
l^t motion, when he advanced his quarters to Posnitz, in 
order to succour Olmutz the more effecuially. After the 
king had taken his measures, he carefully concealed his 
design from the enemy : and, notwithstanding the loss of 
his convoy, prosecuted the operations of the siege with 
redoubled vigour, till the first day of July, when he de- 
camped in the night, and began his march to Bohemia. 
He himself, with one division, took the road to Konits; 
and mareschal Keith having brought away all the artillery, 
except four mortars and one disabled cannon, pursued 
his march by the way of Littau to Muglitz and Tribsu. 
Although his Prussian majesty bad gained an entire march 
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upon the AustrianB, their light troops, commanded by the 1758. 
generals Buccow and Laudohn, did not fail to attend and 
harass his army in their retreat; but their endeavours 
were in a great measure frustrated by the conduct and 
circumspection of the Prussian commanders. After the 
rear of the army had passed the defiles of Krenau, ge- 
neral Lasciy who was posted at Gibau with a large body 
of Austrian troops, occupied the village of Krenau with a 
detachment of grenadiers, who were soon dislodged ; and 
the Prussians pursued their march by Zittau to Leuto- 
myssel, where they seized a magazine of meal and forage. 
In the mean time, general de Ratzow, who conducted the 
provisions and artillery, found the hills of Hollitz pos- 
sessed by the enemy, who cannonaded him as he ad- 
vanced ; but mareschal Keith coming up, ordered him to 
be attacked in the rear, and they fled into a wood with 
precipitation, with the loss of six officers and three hun- 
dred men, who were taken prisoners. While the mares- 
chal was thus employed, the king proceeded from Leuto- 
myssel to Koningsgratz, where general Buccow, who had 
got the start of him, was posted with seven thousand men 
behind the Elbe, and in the entrenchments which they 
had thrown up all round the city. The Prussian troops, 
as they arrived, passed over the little river Adler; and as 
the enemy had broken down the bridges over the Elbe, 
the king ordered them to be repaired with all expedition, 
being determined to attack the Austrian entrenchments : 
but general Buccow did not wait for his approach. He 
abandoned his entrenchments, and retired with his troops 
to Clumetz ; so that the king took possession of the most 
important post of Koningsgratz without further opposi- 
tion. An Austrian corps having taken post between him 
and Hollitz, in order to obstruct the march of the artillery, 
he advanced against them in person ; and having driven 
them from the place, all his cannon, military stores, pro- 
vision, with fifteen hundred sick and wounded men, arrived 
in safety at Koningsgratz, where the whole army en- 
camped. His intention was to transfer the seat of war 
from Moravia to Bohemia, where he should be able to 
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1768. mAintain a more easy communication with his own domin— 
ions ; but a more powerful motive soon obliged him to 
change his resolution. 

XXXIV. After the Russian troops under Apraxin^ad- 
retreated from Pomerania in the course of the preceding, 
year, and the czarina seemed ready, to change her system, 
the courts of Vienna and Versailles had, by dint of subsi- 
diesy promises, presents, and intrigues, attached her, m aU 
appearance, more firmly than ever to the confederacy, and 
even induced her to augment the number of troops des- 
tined to act against the Prussian monarch. She not only 
signed her accession in form to the quadruple alhance 
with the empress queen and the kings of France and Swe- 
den; but, in order to manifest her zeal. to the common 
cause, she disgraced her chancellor, count Bestuchef, wha 
was supposed averse to the war: she divided her forces 
into separate bodies, under the command of the generals 
Fermer and Browne, and ordered them to put their troops 
in motion in the middle of winter. Fermer accordingly 
began his march in the beginning of January, and on the 
twenty-second his light troops took possession of Konings- 
berg, the capital of Prussia, without opposition ; for the 
king's forces had quitted that country, in order to prose- 
cute the war in the western parts of Pomerania. They 
did not, however, maintain themselves in this part of the 
country; but, after having ravaged some districts, re- 
turned to the main body, which halted on the Vistula, to 
the no small disturbance of the city of Dantzic. The re- 
sident of the czarina actually demanded that the magi- 
strates should receive a Russian garrbon : a demand which 
they not only peremptorily refused, but ordered all the 
citizens to arms, and took every other method {o provide 
for their defence. At length, after some negotiation with 
general Fermer, the affair was comprombed : he desisted 
from the demand ; and part of bis troops passed the Vis- 
tula, seemingly to invade Pomerania, in the eastern part 
of which count Dohna had assembled an army of Prus- 
sians to oppose their progress. But after they had pil- 
laged the open country, they rejoined their main bodys 
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and general Fermer, turning to the left, adranoed to Si- 1768. 
lesia, in order to co-operate with the other Russian army 
commanded by Browne, who had taken his route through 
Poland, and already passed the Posna. By the first of 
July, both bodies had reached the frontiers of Silesia; and 
some of their Cossacks, penetrating into that province, had 
committed dreadful ravages, and overwhelmed the inha- 
bitants with consternation. Count Dohna, with the Prus- 
sian army under his command, had attended their motions, 
and even passed the Oder at Frankfort, as if he had in- 
tended to give them battle : but he was too much inferior 
in number to hazard such a step, which became an object 
of his sovereign's own personal attention. Mareschal 
Daun had followed the king into Bohemia, and on the 
twenty-second day of July encamped on the hills of Li- 
bischau, a situation almost inaccessible, where he resolved 
to remain, and watch the motions of the Prussian mon- 
arch, until some opportunity should offer of acting to ad- 
vantage. Nature' seems to have expressly formed this 
commander with talents to penetrate the designs, embar- 
rass the genius, and check the impetuosity of the Prussian 
monarch. He was justly compared to Fabius Maximus, 
distinguished by the epithet of cunctator. He possessed 
all the vigilance, caution, and sagacity of that celebrated 
Roman. Like him, he hovered on the skirts of the ene^ 
my, harassing their parties, accustoming the soldiers to 
strict discipline, hard service, and the face of a formidable 
foe ; and watching for opportunities, which he knew how 
to seize with equal courage and celerity. 

XXXV. The king of Prussia, being induced by a con- 
currence of motives to stop the progress of the Russians 
in Silesia, made his dispositions for retreating from Bohe- 
mia, and on the twenty-fifth day of July quitted the camp 
at Koningsgratz. He was attended in his march by three 
thousand Austrian light troops, who did not fail to incom- 
mode his rear; but, notwithstanding these impediments, 
he passed the Mittau, proceeded on his route, and on the 
ninth day of August arrived at Landshut. From thence 
he hastened with a detachment towards Frankfort on the 
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1766. OdeTi and joined the army commanded by lieotenaat- 
general Dohna at Qorgaa. Then the whole army paned 
the Oder by a bridge thrown over it at GataTiae, and 
having rested one day, advanced to Dertmitiel» where be 
encamped. The Russians, under general Former, were 
posted on the other side of the Uttle river Mitzel, their 
right extending to the village of Zwioker, and their left 
to Quertchem. The king being determined to hazard s 
battle, passed the Mitael on the twenty-fifth in the moro- 
ing, and turning the flank of the enemy, drew up his army 
in order of battle in the plain between the little river and 
the town of Zomdorf. The Russians, by whom he was 
outnumbered, did not decline the dispute;, but as the 
ground did not permit them to extend themselves, they 
appeared in four lines, forming a front on every side de- 
fended by cannon and a chevaux-deJrise, their right flank 
covered by the village of Zwicker. After a warm cannon- 
ade, the Prussian infantry were ordered to attack the 
village, and a body of grenadiers advanced to the assault; 
but this brigade unexpectedly giving way, occasioned a 
considerable opening in the line, and left the whole left 
flank of the infantry uncovered. Before the enemy could 
take advantage of this incident, the interval was filled op 
by the cavalry under the command of general Seydfitz; 
and the king, with his usual presence of mind, substitated 
another choice body of troops to carry on the attack. 
This began about noon, and continued for some time, 
during which both sides fought with equal courage and 
perseverance: at length general Seydlitz, having routed 
the Russian cavalry, fell upon the flank of the infantry 
with great fury, which being also dreadfully annoyed by 
the Prussian artillery, they abandoned the village, toge- 
ther with their military chest, and great part of their ba^ 
gage. Notwithstanding this loss, which had gready dia* 
ordered their right wing, they continued to stand their 
ground ; and terrible havoc was made among them, not 
only with the sword and bayonet, but also by the cannon, 
which were loaded with grape shot, and being excellently 
served, did great execution. Towards evening the con- 
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fusion among them increased to such a degree, that in all n^ 

probability they would have been entirely routed, had 

they not been favoured by the approaching darkness, as 
well as by a particular operation, which was very gallantly 
performed. One of the Russian generals, perceiving the 
fortune of the day turned against them, rallied a select 
body of troops, and made a vigorous impression on the 
right wing of the Prussians. This effort diverted their 
attention so strongly to that quarter, that the right of the 
Russians enjoyed a respite, during which they retired in 
tolerable order, and occupied a new post on the right, 
where the rest of their forces vrere the more easily assem* 
bled. In this battle they are said to have lost above 
fifteen thousand men, thirty-seven colours, five standards, 
twelve mortars, the greater part of their baggage, and 
above one hundred pieces of cannon. Among the pri- 
soners that fell into the hands of the victor, were several 
general officers; and a good number lost their lives on the 
field of battle. The victory cost the king above two 
thousand men, including some officers of distinction, par* 
ticularly two aides-de-camp, who attended his own person, 
which he exposed without scruple to all the perils of the 
day. It would have redounded still more to his glory, 
had he put a stop to the carnage ; for, after all resistance 
was at an end, the wretched Russians were hewn down 
without mercy. It must be owned, indeed, that the 
Prussian soldiers were in a peculiar manner exasperated 
against this enemy, because they had laid waste the 
country, burned the villages, ruined the peasants, and 
committed many horrid acts of barbarity, which the prac* 
tice of war could not authorise °. The Prussian army 

■ A detail of the cruelties committed by those barlMiriaDs caDootbe read with- 
oot horror. They not only buroed a great number of villages, but they raTished* 
rifled, murdered, and mutilated the inhabitants, without distinction of age or 
•ex, without any other provocation or incitement tban brutal lust and wanton* 
ness of barbarity. They even violated the sepulchres of the dead, which have 
been held sacred among the most savage nations. At Camin and Breckholtz they 
forced open the graves and sepulchral vaults, and stripped the bodies of the 
generals Schlabemdorf and Ruitz, which had been deposited there. * But the 
collected force of their vengeance was discharged against Custrin, the capital 
of the New Marche of Brandenbureh, situated at the coofluz of the Warta and 
the Oder, about fifteen English miles from Frankfort. The particulars of the 
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1768. JMSsed the night under arms ; and next morning the can- 
nonade waa renewed against the enemy, who, nevertheless, 

disuter that befell this cit^ are pathetically related in the following extractt 
from a letter written by an inhabitant and eyewitness- 

** On the thirteenth day of August, about three o'clock in the afteroooo, a 
sadden report was spread that a bcxly of Russian hussars and Cossacks appealed 
in sight of the little suburb. All the people were immediately in motion, and 
the whole city was filled with terror, especially as we were certainly inforned 
that the whole Russian army was advancing from Meserick and Konigswilda, 
bjr the way of Landsberg. A reinforcement was immediately sent to our piqtiet- 
guaid in the suburb, amounting, by this junction, to three hundred men, who 
were soon attacked by the enemy, and the skirmish lasted from four till seres 
o'clock in the evening. During this dispute, we could plainly perceive, bom 
our ramparts and church steeple, several persons of distinction mounted oo 
English Dorses, reconnoitring our fortification through perspective glasses. Tbej 
retired, however, when our cannon began to fire : then our piquet took posics- 
sion of their former post in the suburb ; and the reinforcement we had lent 
from the city returned, after having broken down the bridge over the Oder. 
Next day count Dohna, who commanded the army near Frankfort, sent ia a 
reinforcement of four battalions, ten squadrons, and a small body of hosun, 
under the command of lieutenant-general Scberiemmer. The hussars and a 
body of draroons were added to the piquet of the little suburb ; the four batta- 
lions pitched their tents on the Anger, between the suburb and the fortificatioo ; 
and the rest of the dragoons remained in the field, to cover the long sobirb. 
General Scherlenmier, attended by our governor, colonel Schuck, went with a 
small party to observe the enemy ; but were obliged to retire, and were pursoed 
by the Cossacks to the walls of the city. Between four and five o'clock aeit 
morning the poor inhabitants were roused from their sleep by the noise of the 
cannon, intermingled with the dismal shrieks and hideous yellings of the Cos- 
sacks belonging to the Russian army. Alarmed at this homd noise, I ascended 
the church steeple, from whence I beheld the whole plain, extending from the 
little suburb to the forest, covered with the enemy's troops, and car light bone, 
supported by the infantry, engaged in different places with their irreguisn. 
At eight I descried a body of the enemy's infantry, whose van consisted of fear 
or five thousand men, advancing towards the vineyard, in the neighboofhood of 
which they had raised occasional batteries in the preceding evenins*, from 
these they now played on our piquet-guard and hussars, who were obnged to 
retire. They then fired, en ricochet, on the tents and baggage of. the foer bat- 
talions encamped on the Anger, who were also compelled to retreat. Hsvisf 
thus cleared the environs, they threw into the city such a number of bombs and 
red-hot bullets, that by nine in the morning it was set on fire in three differeat 
places ; and, the streets being narrow, burned with such fury, that all our ea- 
deavours to extinguish it proved ineffectual. At this time the whole atmosphere 
appeared like a shower of fierv rain and hail ; and the miserable inhabitsots 
thought of nothing but saving their lives by running into the open fields. Tbt 
whole place was filled with terror and consternation, and resounded with the 
shrieks of women and children, who ran about in the utmost distraction, ex- 
posed to the shot and the bomb shells, which bursting, tore in pieces every 
thing that stood in their way. As I led my wife, with a young child in ber 
arms, and drove the rest of my children and servants half naked before me, 
those instruments of death and devastation fell about us like hail ; but, by the 
mercy of God, we all escaped unhurt. Nothing could be more melsncbdy 
and affecting than a sight of the wretched people, flying in crowds, and leaving 
their all behind, while they rent the sky with their lamentations. Many 
women of distinction I saw without shoes and st6ckings, and almost without 
clothes, who had been roused from their beds, and ran out naked into the streets. 
IVhen my family had reached the open plain, I endeavoured to return and save 
some of my effects ; but I could not force my way through a multitude of people, 
thronging out at the gate, some sick and bedndden persons being carried oe 



GEORGE THE SECOND. 319 

maintained that position without flinching. On the 
twenty-se Tenth, they teemed determined to hazard ano- ~ 
ther action, and even attack the conquerors : instead of 
advancing, however, they took the route of Landaberg; 
but afterwards turned off towards Vietzel, and posted 
themselves between the rivers Warta and that village. 
Imtoediately after the battle, general Fenner", vho had 
received a slight wound in the action, sent a trumpet with 
a letter to lieutenant-general Dohna, desiring a suspensign 
of arms for two or three days, to bury the dead and take 
care of the wounded; and presenting to his Prussian ma- 
jesty the humble request of general Browne, who was much 
weakened with the loss of blood, that he might have a 
passport, by virtue of which he could be removed to a 
place where he should find such accommodation as his 
situation required. In answer to this message, count 

honcback uid id cunirei, uid ollitn conir«jed on tha twcki a( their Irigiidi, 
Ihitngh k mcKt dmifuT kcdc of horror and dooUlioa. A grcit number of 
tuniliei, from the opca country and dcftncelm lowni in Praiiia ind Pomc' 
nmm, hul coin« hither tor (hfiter with their moit vmluable efTccls, when Ibe 
RoniMu Grit eDlered Ihe king'a terriloriei. Theie, u well ■■ the inhabiuati, 
uc til ruined ; ind mmnj. wbo i fe«r diiyi ago poueued coniidanbla weilth, are 
BOW reduced to the ntmott iadigeoce. The neighbouring towna and villageiwere 
■ooa crawded with ibe people ofCualtini (he roadi were filled with object* 
of DUwrjiaadnotbingwaiuenbutDikedDeiiaaddeipair; nolhingheardbulthe 
eriei of hunger, fear, and diitiaction. For my own part, I itayed all nighl at 
Oolli, and then proceeded for Berlin. Ctulnn it now a heap oF ruini. The 
great maKanne, the govcmor'i home, the chaicfa, the palace, th* alore and 
aitillcij houiei, in a word, the old and new towoi, the lubucbi, and all the 
btidgn, were reduced tu aihei ; say, after the archei were deatroved. the pilw 
•■d Mcriingiwete burned to tha waler'iedge. The wriliugi of alf the collegaa, 
logetber ijitfa (he archivei of (he counlrv, were totally coniumed. toother wi(h 
■ pntdigiona tnagaiine of corn and lour, valued at four milliooi of crown*. The 
csnneo in ihe anenal were all melted ; and the loaded bombi and cartridge*, 
with a large quantity of gunpowder, went oJf at once with a tnoit hnrrible ei- 
gloaioa. A great number of the inbabilania are miaiing, luppoaed lo havg 
pcriahed in the Samei.or under therninaofthe hooiei, or (ohaie beeniuffocatcd 
in (nbterraneoDt vaulli and caverna, to which they had fled for wTaty." 

Nothing could he more inhuman, or contrary lo the practice ola geneioaa 
■DCmjr, ihan inch vengeance wrealed ujiou the innocent inhabilania ; for the 
RnnuD* did not begin to bailer Ihe forliGcalioot uolil all the real of (be place 
wia deMroyed. In (be courae of thia campaign, the Ruuian Coaiacki are laid 
to have plundered and burned fourteen large lowni and two hundred village!, 
■ad wanlonly butchered above two ibouiand defcnceleaa wnmen and children. 
Such monileri of hirbarity ought to be excluded from all the privilegei of hu- 
man nature, and hunted down ai wild beaili, without pity or ceaiation. What 
tafamj ought thoie powert to incur, who employ and encourage auch mlhlaaa 

■ Genaral Fermer was of Scotliah eitraci, and general Browne acloallj a 
Mtii* of NnUi Britain. 
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1798. Dohna gave the Russian general to understand, that as 
bis Prussian majesty remained master of the field, he 
would give the necessary orders for interring the dead 
and taking care of the wounded on both sides : he refused 
a suspension of arms, but granted the request of general 
Browne ; and concluded his letter by complaining of the 
outrages wliich the Russian troops still continued to com- 
mit, in pillaging and burning the king's villages. 

XXXVI. The king of Prussia had no sooner repulsed 
the enemy in one quarter, than his presence was required 
in another. When he quitted Bohemia, mareschal Dauo, 
at the head of the Austrian army, and the prince de 
Deuxponts, who commanded the forces of the emfHre, 
advanced to the Elbe, in order to surround the king's 
brother, prince Henry, who, without immediate succour, 
would not have been able to preserve his footing in 
Saxony. The Prussian monarch, therefore, determined 
to support him with all possible expedition. In a few 
days after the battle, he began his march from Custrin 
with a reinforcement of twenty-four battalions and a great 
part of his cavalry, and pursued his route with such un- 
wearied diligence, that by the fifth day of September be 
reached Torgau, and on the eleventh joined his brother. 
Mareschal Daun had posted himself at Stolpen, to tiie 
eastward of the Elbe, in order to preserve an easy com- 
munication with the army of the empire encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Koningstein ; to favour the operations of 
general Laudohn, who had advanced through the Lower 
Lusatia to the frontiers of Brandenburgh ; to make a di- 
version from the southern parts of Silesia, where a bodv 
of Austrian troops acted under the command of the gene- 
rals Ilarache and De Ville ; and to interrupt the commu- 
nication between prince Henry and the capital of Saxony. 
On the fifth day of September, the garrison in the strong 
fortress of Koningstein surrendered themselves prisoners 
of war, after a very feeble resistance, to the prince de 
Deuxponts, who forthwith took possession of the strong 
camp at Pima. When the king of Prussia, therefore, ar- 
rived at Dresden, he found the army of the empire in thii 
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^ositiooi and marescfaal Daun in a still stronger situation 1758. 
^t Stolpen, with bridges of communication thrown over 
the Elbe, so that he could not attack them with any pros- 
pect of advantage. He had no other resolution to take 
but that of endeayouring to cut them off from suppUes of 
-t>roTision; and with this view he marched to Bautzen, 
•which he occupied. This motion obliged the Austrian 
general to quit his camp at Stolpen, but he chose another 
of equal strength at Libau ; yet he afiterwards advanced 
to Rittlitz, that he might be at hand to seize the first fa^ 
^ourable occasion of executing the resolution he had 
'formed to attack the Prussians. The king having de- 
tached general Ratzow on his left, to take possessioa of 
Weissenbergi marched forwards with the body of hb 
•army, and posted himself in the neighbourhood of Hoch- 
•kirchen, after having dislodged the Austrians from that vil- 
lage. Matters were now brought to such a delicate crisis, 
that a battle seeified inevitable, and equally desired by both 
parties, as an event that would determine whether' the 
Austrians should be oUiged to retreat for winter quarters 
mto Bohemia, or be enabled to maintain their ground in 
Saxony. In this situation mareschal Daun resolved to iict 
offensively ; and formed a scheme for attacking the right 
flank of the Prussians by surprise. This measure was 
suggested to him by an oversight of the Prussians, who 
had neglected to occupy the heights that commanded the 
village of Hochkirchen, which was only guarded by a few 
free companies. He determined to take the advantage of 
a very dark night, and to employ the flower of hiis whole 
army on this important service ; well knowing that, should 
they penetrate through the flank of the enemy, the whole 
Prussian army would be disconcerted, and in all proba- 
bility entirely ruined. Having taken his measures with 
wonderful secrecy and circumspection, the troops began 
to move in the night between the thirteenth and • four- 
teenth of October, favoured by a thick fog, which greatly 
increased the darkness of the night. Their first care was 
to take possession of the hill that commanded Hoch- 
kirchen, from whence they poured down upon the village, 
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1766. of which they took possession^ after bwring cut in pieces 
^^ihe free companies posted there. The action began ia 
this quarter about four in the momiog, and. continued 
sereral hours with great fury ; for, notwithstanding the 
impetuous efforts of the Austrian troops» and the confii- 
.uon occasioned among the Prussians by the surprise, s 
▼igorous stand was made by some general officers, who, 
with adnurable expedition and presence of mind» asseia- 
Ued and arranged the troops. as they could take (o th^ 
arms, and led them up to the attack, without distinctictt of 
regiment, place, or precedence. While the action wss 
obstinately and desperately mamtajned in this place, 
amidst all the horrors of darkness* carnages and cpnfo- 
.sion^ the king being .alarmed, exerted .all his perapnal ac- 
tivity, address, and recollection, in drawing regularity bm 
disorder, arranging the different corps, altering p€Mifioii|» 
.reinforcing weak posts, encouraging the soldiery* and op- 
posing the efforts of the enemy ; for although they.iasd^ 
; their chief impression upon the right by the village of 
Hochkirchen, mareschal Dauni in order, tp divide the at- 
tention of the king, made another attack upon the left, 
which was with difficulty sustained, and effectually pre^ 
vented him from sending reinforcements to the jij^ 
where mareschal Keith, under the greatest disadvantsge>9 
bore the brunt of the enemy's chief endeavoursu Thas 
the battle raged till nine in the morning, when this gsUsnt 
officer was shot through the heart. Prince Francis of 
Brunswick had met with the same fate : prince MauriciK 
of Anhalt was wounded and taken prisoner, and many 
others were either slain or disabled. As the right wing 
had been surprised, the tents continued standing, aad 
greatly embarrassed them in their defence. The soldiers 
had never been properly drawn up in order ; the enemy 
still persevered in their attack with successive reinforce- 
ments and redoubled resolution ; and a considersble 
slaughter was made by their artillery, which they had 
brought up to the heights of Hochkirchen. All these 
circumstances concurring, could not fail to increase the 
, confusion and disaster of the Prussians ; so that aboat 



GEORGE THE SECOND. S»» 

t^n the king was obliged to retire to Dobreschutz^ with i7S8: 
the loss of seven thousand men, of all his tents^ and partt " 
of his baggage. Nor had the Austrian general much 
cause to boast of his victory. His loss of men was pretty 
near equal to that of the Prussian monarch: and, what-* 
ever reputation he might have acquired in foiling that en- 
terprising prince, certainly his design did not take effect 
in its full extent, for the Prussians were next day in a 
condition to hazard another engagement. The king of 
Prussia had sustained no damage which he could not 
easily repair, except the death of marescbal Keith, whicth 
was doubtless an irreparable jnisfortunef* . 

P As very little notice was taken, in the detail published hy authority, of any 
part which this great man acted in the battle of Hochkh-cheo ; sndf a report was 
indnstrionsly circulated in this kingdom, that he was «icprised in his ient» 
naked, and half asleep ; we think it the duty of a candid historian to vindicate 
his memory and repntfttbn from the foul aspersion thrown hy the perfidious -ami 
illiberal hand of envious malice* or else contrived to screen some other character 
from the imputation of misconduct. The task we are e'naliled to' perform by a 
gentleman of candour and undoubted credit, who learned ihe following parti* 
culars at Berlin, from a person that was eyewitness of the whole traj»action» 
Field^mareschal Keith, who arrived in the camp the'very day that preceded 
the battle, disapproved of the sitnation of the Prussian anay, and remonstrated 
to the king on that subject. In consequence of his advice, a certain general 
was sent with a detachment td take possession of the heights that commanded 
the villajge of Hocfakircben; but by some. Vitality be miscarried. MareMhi^ 
Keith was not in any tent, but lodged, with prince Francis of Brunswick, in a 
house belonging to a Saxon major. When the first alarm was given in the 
night, he instamly mounted his horse, assembled a body of the nearest tfoops* 
and marched directly to the place tliat was atucked. llie Austrians had takea 
possession of the hiU which the Prussian officer was sent to occupy, and this 
they fortified with cannon : then they made themselves roasters of the viUagei. 
in which the free companies of Anginelli had been posted. Mareschal Keith 
immediately conceivea the design of the Austrian general; and knowing the 
importance of this place, thither directed all his efforts. He in person led on 
the troops to the attack of the village, from whence he drove the enemy; bat 
being overpowered by numbers eontinually pouring down from the hills, he was 
obliged to retire in his torn. He rallied his men, Teturoed to the charge, and 
legained possession of the place : being again repulsed by fresh reinforcements 
of the enemy, he made another effort, entered the village a third time, and find- 
ing it untenable, ordered it to be sfst on fire. Thus he kept the Austrians at 
bay, and maintained a desperate conflict against the flower of the Austrian 
army, from four in the morning till nine, when the Prassians were formed, and 
began to file off in their retreat. During the whole dispute he rallied his troops 
in person, charged at their head, and exposed his life in the hottest of a dread- 
ftil fire, like a private captain of grenadiers. He found it necessary to exert 
liimself in this manner, the better to remove the bad eflTects of the confusion 
that prevailed, and in order to inspirit the troops to their utmost exertions 
bv his voice, presence, and example. Even when dangeronsly wounded, at 
«|ht in tbe morning, he refused to quit the field ; but continued to sigaalixe 
himself in the midst of the carnsge until nine, when he received a second shot 
in hu breast, and fell speechless into the arms of Mr. Tibay, an English volun- 
leer, who had attended him during the whole campaign. This gentMrnao* wh» 
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1758. XXXVII. Hb Prussian majesty remained with hit 



army ten days at Dobreschutz, during which he endea- 
voured to bring the Austrians to a second engagement; 
but count Daun declined the invitatioui and kept his 
forces advantageously posted on eminences planted with 
artillery. His aim having been frustrated at Hochkirchen, 
where he fought with many advantages on his side, be 
would not hazard another battle upon equal terms with 
such an enterprising enemy, rendered more vigilant by 
the check he had received, already reinforced from the 
army of prince Henry, and eager for an opportunity to 
retrieve the laurel which had been snatched from him by 
the wiles of stratagem, rather than by the hand of valour. 
Count Daun, having nothing more to hope from the actire 
operations of his own army, contented himself with amus- 
ing the Prussian monarch in Lusatia, while the Austrian 
generals Harache and De V ille should prosecute the re- 
duction of Neiase and Cosel in Silesia, which they now 
actually invested. As the Prussian monarch could not 
spare detachments to oppose every different corps of bis 
enemies that act^d against him in different parts of bis 
dominions, he resolved to make up in activity what be 

was likewise wounded » applied to a Prusdan officer for a file of men Is namt 
the mareschal, being uncertain whether be was entirely deprived of Hie. His 
request was granted ; but the soldiers, in advancing to the epot, were eemtcf- 
nanded by another officer. He afterwards spoke on the same sabject to one oC 
the Prussian generals, a German prince, as he chanced to pass oo bonebeck: 
when Mr.Tbiay told him the field-mareschal was lying wounded on tbeieM* 
be asked if his wounds were mortsl ; and the other answering he was a£taid 
they were, the prince shrugged up his shoulders, and rode off without further 
i]uestion. I1ie body of this great officer, being thus shamefully abandoned, was 
soon stripped by the Austrian stragglers, and lay exposed and undtttioguiihcd 
«n the field of battle. In this situation it was perceived by connt Lasd, son to 
the general of that name, with whom mareachsl Keith had aenred ia Rnwa; 
This young count had been the mareschars pupil, and revered him as his mili* 
tary father, though employed in the Austrian service. He recognized the body 
b^ the large scar of a dangerous wound, which general Keith bad received ia 
his thigh at the siege of Ockzakow, and could not help bursting into tean to see 
his honoured master thus extended at his feet, a naked, lifeleaa, and dcMrted 
corpse. He forthwith caused the body to be covered and interred. It was af- 
terwards taken up, and decently buried by the curate of Hoohkirehoi; and 
finally removed to Berlin by order of the king of Prussia, who bestowed upon it 
those funeral honours that were due to the dignified rank and transcendent 
merit of the deceased ; merit so universally acknowledged, that even the Ssxoni 
lamented him as their best friend and patron, who protected them from violence 
and outrage, even while he acted a principal part in subjecting tbem to the de- 
miaion of his sovereign. 
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wanted in number^ and, if possiblei to raise the siege of nss. 
Neisse in person. With this view he decamped firom Do- ' 

breschutz, and in sight of the enemy marched to Gorlits, 
without the least interruption. From thence he pro- 
ceeded towards Silesia with his usual expedition, notwith- 
standing all the endeavours and activity of general Lau- 
dohn, who harassed the rear of the Prussians, and gained 
some petty advantages over them. Count Daun not only 
sent this detached corps to retard them in their march, 
but at the same time, by another route, detached a strong 
reinforcement to the army of the besiegers. In the mean 
time, having received intelligence that the army of prince 
Henry in Saxony was considerably weakened, he himself 
marched thither, in hopes of expelling the prince from 
that country, and reducing the capital in the king's ab- 
sence.. Indeed his designs were still more extensive, for 
he proposed to reduce Dresden, Leipsic, and Torgau at 
the same time; the first with the main body under his 
own direction, the second by the army of the empire un- 
der the prince de Deuxponts, and the third by a corps 
under general Haddick, while the forces directed by Lau- 
dohn should exclude the king from Lusatia. In execution 
of this plan he marched directly to the Elbe, which he 
passed at Pima, and advanced to Dresden, which he 
boped would surrender without putting him to the trouble 
of a formal siege. The army of prince Henry had already 
retired to the westward of this capital before the prince 
de- Deuxponts, who had found means to cut off his com- 
munication with Leipsic, and even invested that city. 
During these transactions, general Haddick advanced 
against Toi^au. 

XXXVIII. The field-mareschal count Daun appearing 
on the sixth day of November, within sight of Dresden, at 
the head of sixty thousand men, encamped next day at 
ZiOckowitz, and on the eighth his advanced troops at- 
tacked the Prussian hussars and independent battalions, 
which were posted at Striessen :and Gruenewiese. Count 
-Schmettau, who commanded the garrison, amounting to 
ten thousand men, apprehensive that, in the course of 
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1758. skirmishing, the Austrian troops might enter the submbs 

pellmelli posted colonel Ilzenplitz, with seren hundred 

men, in the redoubts that surrounded the suburbs, that in 
case of emergency they might support the irregulars: at 
the same time, as the houses that constituted the suburbs 
were generally so high as to overlook the ramparts, and 
command the city, he prepared combustibles, and gave 
notice to the magistrates that they would be set on fire as 
soon as an Austrian should appear within the place. This 
must have been a dreadful declaration to the inhabitants 
of these suburbs, which compose one of the most elegant 
towns in Europe. In these houses, which were generally 
lofty and magnificent, the fashionable apd wealthy dass 
of people resided ; and here a number of artists carried 
on a variety of curious manufactures. In vaufi the ma- 
gistrates implored the mercy and forbearance of die 
Prussian governor, and represented, in the most sub- 
missive strain, that as they were unconcerned m the war, 
they hoped they should be exempted from the horrors of 
devastation. In vain the royal family, who remained at 
Dresden, conjured him to spare that last refuge of dis- 
tressed royalty, and allow them at least a secure residence, 
since they were deprived of every other comfort. He 
continued inflexible, or rather determined to ezecate the 
orders of his master, which indeed he could not disobey 
with any regard to his own safety. On the ninth day of 
November, about noon, the Austrian vanguard attacked 
the advanced post of the garrison, repelled the hussars, 
drove the independent battalions into the suburbs, and 
forced three of the redoubts, while their cannon played 
upon the town. The governor, expecting a vigorous at- 
tack next day, recalled his troops within the city, after 
they had set fire to the suburbs. At three in the monn 
ing, the signal was made for this terrible conflagration, 
which in a little time reduced to ashes the beautiful 
suburbs of Pima, which had so lately flourished as the 
seat of gaiety, pleasure, and the ingenious arts. Every 
bosom warmed with benevolence must be affected at the 
recital of such calamities. It excites not only our con- 
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{passion for the unhappy sufierers, bat also our resentment 1768. 
Bgatnst the perpetrators of such enormity. Next day map ' 
reschal Daun sent an officer to count Schmettau^ with a 
message, expressing his surprise at the destruction of the 
suburbs in a royal residence, an act of inhumanity un- 
heard of among christians. He desired to know if it was 
by the governor's orders this measure was taken; and a*- 
sured him, that he should be responsible in his person for 
whatever outrages had been or might be committed against 
a place in which a royal family resided. Schmettau gave 
him to understand, that he had orders to defend the town 
to the last extremity, and that the preservation of what 
remained depended entirely on the conduct of hia excel- 
lency ; for, should he think proper to attack the place, he 
(the governor) would defend himself from house to houses 
and from street to street, and even make his last effort in 
the royal palace, rather than abandon the city. He ex* 
cused the destruction of the suburbs as a necessary mea- 
sure, authorised by the practice -of war ; but he would 
have found it a difficult task to reconcile thb step to the 
laws of eternal justice, and far less to the dictates of com- 
mon humanity. Indeed, if the scene had happened in air 
enemy's country, or if no other step could have saved the 
lives and liberties of himself and his garrison, such a des- 
perate remedy might have stood excused by the law of 
nature and of nations ; but on this occasion he occupied & 
neutral city, over which he could exercise no other power 
and authority but that which he derived from illegal force 
and violence ; nor was he at all reduced to the necessity 
of sacrificing the place to his own safety, inasmuch as he 
might have retired unmolested, by virtue of an honourable 
capitulation, which, however, he did not demand. Whe- 
ther the peremptory order of a superior will, inforo am^ 
seieniue^ justify an officer who hath committed an illegal 
or inhuman action, is a question that an English reader 
will scarce leave to the determination of a German casuist 
with one hundred and fifly thousand armed men in his 
retmue. Be this as it will, Mr. Ponickau, the Saxon 
minister, immediately after this tragedy was acted, withi-^ 
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1768. out waiting tor his master's orders, presented a ttemorisl 
to the diet of the empirep complaining of it as an action 
jresenred for the history of the war which the king of 
Prussia had kindled in Germany, to be transmitted to 
future ages. He affirmed, that, in execution of Schmet^ 
tau*8 orders, the soldiers had dispersed themselves in the 
streets of the Pima and Witchen suburbs, broke open the 
houses and shops, set fire to the combustibles, added fresh 
fuel, and then shut the doors ; that the violence of the 
flames was kept up by red-hot balls fired into the houses, 
and along the streets ; that the wretched inhabitantsi who 
forsook their burning houses, were slain by the fire of 
the cannon and small arms ; that those who endeavoured 
to save their persons and effects were pushed down and 
destroyed by the bayonets of the Prussian soldiers, posted 
in the streets for that purpose: he enumerated particolsr 
instances of inhuman barbarity ; and declared that a great 
number of people perished, either amidst the flames, or 
under the ruins of the. houses. The destruction of two 
hundred and fifty elegant houses^ and the total ruin of 
the inhabitants, were circumstances in themselves so de- 
plorable, as to need no aggravation ; but the account of 
the Saxon minister was shamefully exaggerated, and all 
the particular instances of cruelty false in every dreum- 
stance. Baron Plotho, the minister of Brandenburgh, £d 
not fail to answer every article of the Saxon memorial, and 
refute the particulars therein alleged, in a fair detail, aa- 
ihenticated by certificates under the hands of the magi? 
strates, judges, and principal inhabitants of Dresdem 
The most extraordinary part of this defence or vindication 
was the conclusion, in which the baron solemnly assured 
the diet, that the king of Prussia, from his great love to 
mankind, always felt the greatest emotion of soul, and the 
most exquisite concern, at the effusion of blood, thede? 
vastation of cities and countries, and the horrors of war, 
by which so many thousand fellow creatures were over- 
whelmed ; and that if his sincere and honest inclination to 
procure peace to Germany, his dear country, had met 
with the least regard, the present war, attended with such 
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bloodshed and desolation, would have been prevented and naa. 
avoided. He, therefore, declared, that those who excited 
the present troubles, who, instead of extinguishing, threw 
oil upon the flames, must answer to God for the seas of 
blood that had been and would be shed, for the devasta- 
tion of so many countries, and the entire ruin of so many 
innocent individuals. Such declarations cost nothing to 
those hardened politicians, who, feeling no internal cheeky 
are determined to sacrifice every consideration to the mo* 
tives of rapacity and ambition. It would be happy, how- 
ever, for mankind, were princes taught to believe, that 
there is really an omnipotent and all-judging power, that 
will exact a severe account of their conduct, and punish 
them for their guilt, without any respect to their persons; 
that pillaging a whole people is more cruel than robbing 
a single person ; and that the massacre of thousands is, at 
least, as criminal as a private murder. 

XXXIX. While count Daun was employed in making 
a fruitless attempt upon the capital of Saxony, the king of 
Prussia proceeded in his march to Neisse, which was com- 
pletely invested on the third day of October. The opera- 
tions of the siege were carried on with great vigour by the 
Austrian general de Harsche, luid the place was as vigor- 
ously defended by the Prussian governor Theskau, till 
the first day of November, when the Prussian monarch 
approached, and obliged the besiegers to abandon their 
enterprise. M. de Harsche having raised the siege, the 
king detached general Fouquet with a body of troops 
across the river Neisse, and immediately the blockade of 
Cosel was likewise abandoned. De Harsche retired to 
Bohemia, and de Ville hovered about Jagernsdorf. The 
fortress of Neisse was no sooner relieved, than the king of 
Prussia began his march on his return to Saxony, wherd 
his immediate presence was required. At the same time, 
the two bodies under the generals Dohna and Wedel 
penetrated by different routes into that country. The 
former had been left at Custrin, to watch the motions of 
the Russians, who had by this time retreated to the Vis- 
tAila, and even crossed that river at Thorn ; and the other 
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1768. bad| during the campaigiii observed the Swedes, who bad 

~ now entirely evacuated the Pmisiiui territories, so diat 

Wedel was at liberty to co-operate with the lung in 
Saxony. He accordingly marched to Torgau, the si^ 
of which had been undertaken by the Austrian general 
Haddick/who was repulsed by Wedel, and even pursued 
to the neighbourhood of Eulenbourg. Wedel, being 
afterwards joined by Dohna, drove him from thence with 
considerable loss, and then raised the siege of Leipnc 
Meanwhile, the king prosecuted his march towards the 
Capital of Saxony, driring before him the body of Austrian 
troops under Laudohn, who retreated to Zlttau. On Ae 
tenth day of November, count Daun retired from Dres- 
den, and with the army of the empire fell back towards 
Bohemia ; and on the twentieth the king arrived In that 
city, where he approved of the governor's conduct. The 
Russian general, foreseeing that he should not be able to 
maintain his ground during the winter in Pomerania, un- 
less he could secure some seaport on the Baltic, by which 
he might be supplied with provisions, detached general 
Palmbach, with fifteen thousand men, to besiege the town 
of Colberg, an inconsiderable place, very meanly fortified. 
It was accordingly invested on the third day of October; 
but the besiegers were either so ill provided with proper 
implements, or so little acquainted with operations of tUs 
nature, that the garrison, though feeble, maintained the 
place against all their attacks for six and twenty days; at 
the expiration of which they abandoned their enterprise^ 
and cruelly ravaged the open country in their retreat 
Thus, by the actirity and valour of the Prussian monarch, 
his generals and officers, six sieges were raised almost at 
the same period, namely, those of Colberg, Neisse, Cosel^ 
Torgau, Leipsic, and Dresden. 

XL. The variety of fortune which the king of Pmssift 
experienced in the course of this campaign was very re- 
markable ; but the spirit of his conduct and the rapidity 
of his motions were altogether without example. In the 
former campaign we were dazzled with the lustre of hit 
victories; in this we admire his fortitude and skill in 
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stemming the different torrents of adversity, and rising 1750. 
superior to his evil fortune. One can hardly without 
astonishment recollect^ that in the course of a few months 
he invaded Moravia, invested Olmutz, and was obliged to 
relinquish that design ; that he marched through an 
enemy's country, in the face of a great army, which, 
though it harassed him in his retreat, could not, in a 
route of a hundred miles, obtain any advantage over hiin; 
that in spite of his disaster at Olmutz, and the difficulties 
of such a march, he penetrated into Bohemia, drove the 
enemy from Koningsgratz, executed another dangerous 
and fatiguing march to the Oder, defeated a great army 
of Russians, and returned by the way of Saxony,, from 
whence he drove the Austrian and imperial armies ; that 
after his defeat at Hochkirchen, where he lost two of his 
best generals, and was obliged to leave his tents standing, 
he baffled the vigilance and superior number of the victo- 
rious army, rushed like a whirlwind to the relief of Silesia, 
invaded by an Austrian army, which he compelled to 
retire with precipitation from that province; that, with 
the same rapidity of motion, he wheeled about to Saxony, 
and once more rescued it from the hands of his adversa* 
ries ; that in one campaign he made twice the circuit of 
his dominions, relieved them all in their turns, and kept 
all his possessions entire against the united efforts of na- 
merous armies, conducted by generals of consummate 
skill and undaunted resolution. His character would 
have been still more complete, if his moderation had been 
equal to his courage; but in this particular we cannot 
applaud his conduct. Incensed by the persecuting spirit 
of his enemies, he wreaked his vengeance on those who . 
bad done him no injury; and the cruelties which the 
Russians had committed in his dominions were retaliated 
upon the unfortunate inhabitants of Saxony. In the 
latter end of September, the president of the Prussian 
military directory sent a letter to the magistrates of Leip- 
sic, requiring them, in the king's name, to pay a new con- 
tribution of six hundred thousand crowns, and to begin 
iflnnediatel; with the payment of one third part, on pain 
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1758. of military execution. In answer to this demand, the 
' magistrates represented, that the city, haying been ex- 
hausted by the enormous contributions already raised, 
' was absolutely incapable of furnishing further supplies; 
that the trade was stagnated and ruined, and the inhabit* 
Itnts so impoverished, that they could no longer pay the 
ordinary taxes. This remonstrance made no impression* 
At five in the morning the Prussian soldiers assembled, 
and were posted in all the streets, squares, market-places, 
cemeteries, towers, and steeples; then the gates being 
shut, in order to exclude the populace of the suburbs 
from the city, the senators were brought into the town- 
hall, and accosted by general Hauss, who told them the 
king his master would have money ; and, if they refused 
to part with it, the city should be plundered. To this 
peremptory address they replied to this effect : — '^ We 
have no more money; we have nothing left. but life; and 
we recommend ourselves to the king's mercy.** In conse^ 
quence of this declaration, dispositions were made for 
giving up the city to be plundered. Cannon were planted 
in all the streets, the inhabitants were ordered to remain 
within doors, and every house resounded with dismsi 
cries and lamentations. The dreadful pillage, however, 
was converted into a regular exaction. A party of soU 
diers, commanded by a subaltern, went from house to 
house, signifying to every burgher that he should produce 
all his specie, on pain of immediate pillage and massacre; 
and every inhabitant delivered up his all without further 
hesitation. About sit in the evening, the soldiers re^ 
turned to their' quarters ; but the magistrates were de- 
tained in confinement, and all the citizens were ov^^ 
whelmed with grief and consternation. Happy Britain, 
who knowest such grievances only by report ! When the 
king of Prussia first entered Saxony, at the beginning of 
the war, he declared he had no design to make a conquest 
of that electorate, but only to keep it as a depositum for 
the security of his own dominions, until he could oblige 
his enemies to acquiesce in reasonable terms of peace; 
but upon his last arrival at Dresden, he adopted a new 
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resolution. In the beginning of December, the Prussian nfift. 
directory of war isiBued a decree to the deputies of the 
states of the electorate, demanding a certain quantity of 
flour and forage, according to the convention formerly 
settled ; at the same time signifying, that though the king 
of Prussia had hitherto treated the electorate as a country 
taken under his special protection, the face of affiiirs was 
now changed in such a manner, that for the future he 
would consider it in no other light than that of a con« 
quered country. The Russians had seized in Prussia all 
the estates and effects belonging to the king's officers : a 
retaliation was now made upon the effects of the Saxon 
officers who served in the Russian army. Seals were put 
on all the cabinets containing papers belonging to the 
privy counsellors of his Polish majesty, and they them- 
selves ordered to depart for Warsaw at a very short 
warning. Though the city had been impoverished by 
former exactions, and very lately subjected to military 
execution, the king of Prussia demanded fresh contribu- 
tions, and even extorted them by dint of severities that 
shock humanity. He surrounded the exchange with 
soldiers, and confining the merchants to straw beds and 
naked apartments, obliged them to draw bills for very 
large sums on their foreign correspondents: a method of 
proceeding much more suitable to the despotism of a Pert* 
aian sophi towards a conquered people who professed a 
different faith, than reconcileable to the character of a 
protestant prince towards a peaceable nation of brethren^ 
ynth whom he was connected by 'the common ties of 
neighbourhood and religion. Even if they had acted as 
declared enemies, and been subdued with arms in their 
iiands, the excesses of war on the side of the conqueror 
ought to have ceased with the hostilities of the conquered, 
who, by submitting to his sway, would have become his 
-subjects, and in that capacity had a -claim to his protec- 
tion. To retaliate upon the Saxons, who had espoused 
no quarrel, the barbarities committed by the Russians, 
with whom he was actually at war ; and to treat as a con- 
jquered province a neutral country, which his enemies had 
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n5& eatered by violence, and bem obliged to evaeuate by 
force of arms ; was a species of conduct founded on pre* 
tences which, overturn all right» and confound all reason* 
XLI. Having recorded all the transactiona of the canh 
paign, except those in which the Swedes were concerned, 
it now remains that we should particularize the progress 
which was made in Pomerania by the troops of that 
natioHi under the command of count Hamilton. We have 
already observed, that in the beginning of the year the 
Prussian general Lehwald had compelled them to evaco* 
ate the whole province, except Strakund, which wsi 
likewise invested. This, in all probability, would have 
been besieged- in form, had not Lehwald raaigoed the 
command of the Prussians, on account of hia great sg» 
and infirmities, and his successor count Dohna been 
obliged to withdraw his troops, in order to oppose die 
Russian army on the other side of Pomerania. The 
blockade of Stralsund being consequently raised, and that 
part of the country entirely evacuated by the Pmssisos, 
the Swedish troops advanced again from the isle of 
Rugen, to which they had retired : but the supplies SDd 
reinforcements they expected from Stockholm weie de- 
layed in such a manner, either from a deficienpy in the 
subsidies promised by France, or from the management of 
those who were averse to the war, that great part of the 
aeason was elapsed before they undertook any important 
enterprise. Indeed, while they lay encamped under tbc 
cannon of Stralsund, waiting for these supplies, didr 
operations were retarded by the explosion of a whole 
ahip-Ioad of gunpowder intended for their use ; an event 
imputed to the practices of the Prussian party in SwedeUi 
which at this period seemed to gain ground, and evei 
threatened a change in the ministry. At length the rein- 
forcement arrived about the latter end of June, and their 
general seemed determined to act with vigour. In the 
beginning of July, his army being put in motion, he sent 
a detachment to dislodge the few Prussian troops that 
were left at Anclam, Demmin, and other places, to guard 
that frontier; and they retreated accordingly. Count 
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Hamilton^ having nothing furdier to oppose him in the .1768. 
field, in a very little time recovered all Swedish Pomera* 
nia, and even made hot incursions into the Prussian terri* 
tories. Meanwhile a combined fleet of thirty-three Bus* 
sian and seven Swedish ships of war appeared in the 
Baltic, and anchored between the islands of Dragoe and 
Amagh ; but they neither landed troops, nor committed 
hostilities. The Swedish general advanced as far as Fehr- 
bellin,sent out parties that raised contributions within five 
and twenty miles of Berlin) and threw the inhabitants of that 
capital into the utmost consternation. The king of Prus? 
sia, alarmed at their progress, despatched general Wedel 
from Dresden with a body of troops that were augmented 
on their march ; so that, on the twentieth of September, 
be found himself at Berlin with eleven thousand effective 
men, at the head of whom he proceeded against count 
Hamilton; while the prince of Bevem, with five thousand, 
advanced pn the other side from Stetin. At th.eir pip? 
proacb, the Swedish commander retired, after having left 
a garrison of fourteen hiundred men at Febrbellin, in ordeic 
to retard the Prussians, and . secure the retreat of his 
army. The place was immediiitely attacked by general 
Wedel; and though the Swedes disputed the ground 
from house to house with uncommon obstinacy, he at last 
drove them ou(; of the town, with the loss of one half of 
their number either killed or taken prisoners. The body 
of the Swedish army, without hazardUig any other actiooi 
immediately evacuated the Prussian territories, and rer 
turned to the neighbourhood of Stralsund, intending to 
take winter quarters in the isle of Rugen. Count Hamilr 
ton, either disgusted at the restrictions he had been laid 
under, or finding hifioself unable to act in such a manner 
as might redound to the advantage of his reputation, 
threw up bis command, retired from the army, and re-r 
signed all his other employments. 

XLII. The king of Prussia was not only favoured by a 
considerable party in Sweden, but he had ^o raised a 
strong interest in Poland, among such palatines as had 
always opposed the measures of the reigning family. 
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1758. These were now reinforced by many patriotfl, who dreaded 
the vicinity, and suspected the designs^ of the Rusrian 
army. The diet of the republic was opened on the second 
day of November ; and, after warm debates, M. Mah- 
chowski was unanimously elected mareschal: but no 
sooner had the chambers of nuncios begun their delibera- 
tions, than a number of voices were raised against the en- 
croachments of the Russian troops, who had taken up 
their residence in Poland; and heavy complaints were 
made of the damages sustained from their cruelty and 
rapine. Great pains were taken to appease these cla- 
mours; and many were prevailed upon to refer these 
grievances to the king in senate : but when this difficulty 
•eemed almost surmounted, Padhorski, the nuncio of Vol- 
hinia, stood up, and declared that he would not permit 
any other point to be discussed in the diet, whUe the 
Russians maintained the least footing within the territories 
of the republic. Vain were all the attempts of the coiur- 
tiers to persuade and mollify this inflexible patriot: he 
solemnly protested against their proceedings, and hastily 
withdrew ; so that the mareschal was obliged to dissolve 
the assembly, and recourse was had to a senatus eonsUmm, 
to concert proper measures to be taken in the present 
conjuncture. The king of Poland was, on this occasion, 
likewise disappointed in his views of providing for his son, 
prince Charles, in the duchy of Courland. He had been 
recommended by the court of Russia, and even approved 
by the states of that country ; but two difficulties occur- 
red. The states declared, they could not proceed to a 
new election during the life of their former duke, count 
Biron, who was still alive, though a prisoner in Siberia, 
unless their duchy should be declared vacant by the king 
and republic of Poland ; and, according to the laws of that 
country, no prince could be elected, until he should have 
declared himself of the Augsburgh confession. His Polish 
majesty, however, being determined to surmount all ob- 
stacles to his 8on*s interest, ordered count Malachowsldi 
high chancellor of Poland, to deliver to prince Charles a 
diploma, by which the king granted permission to tb^ 
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states of Ck)urland to elect that prince for their duke, and 1758. 

appointed the day for his election and instabnent; which 

accordingly took place in the month of January, notwith- 
standing the clamour of many Polish grandees, who per- 
sisted in affirming that the king had no power to grant 
such permission without the consent of the diet. The 
vicissitudes of the campaign had produced no revolutions 
in the several systems adopted by the different powers in 
Europe. The czarina, who in the month of June had sig- 
nified her sentiments and designs against the king of 
Prussia, in a delaration delivered to all the foreign mini- 
sters at Petersburgh, seemed now, more than ever, deter- 
mined to act vigorously in behalf of the empress queen of 
Hungary, and the unfortunate king of Poland, who still 
resided at Warsaw. The court of Vienna distributed 
among the imperial ministers at the several courts of the 
empire copies of a rescript, explaining the conduct of her 
generals since the beginning of the campaign, and con- 
cluding with expressions of self-approbation to this effisct: 
'^ Though the issue of the campaign be not as yet entirely 
satisfactory, and such as might be desired, the imperial 
court enjoys, at least, the sincere satisfaction of reflecting, 
that, according to the change of circumstances, it instantly 
took the most vigorous resolutions ; that it was never de- 
ficient in any thing that might contribute to the good of 
the common cause, and is now employed in making prepa- 
rations, from which the most happy consequences may be 
expected." 

XLIU. We have already hinted at a decree of the 
Aulic council of the empire, published in the month of 
August, enjoining all directors of circles, all imperial 
towns, and the noblesse of the empire, to transmit to 
Vienna an exact list of all those who had disobeyed the 
avocatoria of the empire, and adhered to the rebellion 
raised by the elector of Brandenburgh ; that their re- 
venues might be sequestered, and themselves punished in . 
their honours, persons, and efiects. As the elector of 
Hanover was plainly pointed out, and, indeed, expressly 
mentioned in this decree, the king of Great Britain, by 

VOL. IV. z 



338 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 



176$. the haodA of btron Gemmegen, Us elector^ minister, fiie- 

aented a neMorial to the diet of the empire in the noBlk 

of November, enumerating the instances in which he had 
exerted himself, and even exposed his Ufe, for the pre- 
servation and aggrandisement of the house x^f Austria* 
In return for these important services, he observed, (hat 
the empress queen had refused him the asflsstanoe stipu- 
iaited in -treaties against an invasion planned by Fiance, 
whose hatred he had drawn upon himself by his friend- 
ship to that princess ; and his imperial migesty even denied 
him the dictatorial letters which he solicited: that the 
court of Vienna had signed a treaty with the crown of 
France, in which it was stipulated that die Fvenob troops 
should pass the Weser, and invade the electorate of Han- 
over, where they were joined by the troops of the empna 
queen, who ravaged his Britannic majesty's donuBions wilh 
greater cruelty than even the French had practised; sad 
the same duke of Cumberland who had bees wounded st 
Dettingen, in the defence of her imperial mafesty, wss 
obliged to fight at Hastenbeck against the troops of diat 
very princess, in defence of his father's dominions: that 
she sent commissaries to Hanover, who shared with the 
crown of France the contributions extorted from the elec- 
torate ; rejected all proposals of peace, and dianoiased from 
her court the minister of Brunswick Lunenbourg: that 
his imperial majesty, who had sworn to protect the enifHre» 
and oppose the entrance of foreign troops destined to 
oppress any of the states of Germany, afterwards requtred 
the king of ELngland to withdraw his troops from the 
countries which they occupied, that a Frendh army m^kt 
again have free passage into his German dominions: that 
the emperor had recalled these troops, releaaed Afaem from 
their allegiance to their sovereign, enjoined them to aban- 
don their posts, their colours, and the service in which tliey 
were embarked, on pain of being punished in body, 
. honour, and estate ; and that the king of England lumadf 
was threatened with the ban of the empire. He took 
notice, that in quality of elector, he had been accused of 
refusiog to concur witli the resolutions of the diet takeo 
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in the preceding yeari of entering into alliance with the n^- 
king of Prussia, joining his troops to the armies of that '' 
prince, employing auxiliaries belonging to the states of 
the empire, sending English forces into Germany, where 
they had taken possession of Embden, and exacting con- 
tributions in different parts of Germany. In answer to 
these imputations, he alleged that he could not, consistent 
with his own safety, or the dictates of common sense, 
concur with a majority in joining his troops, which were 
immediately necessary for his own defence, to those which, 
from the arbitrary views of the court of Vienna, were led 
against his friend and ally the king of Prussia, by a prince 
who did not belong to the generality of the empire, and 
on whom the command had been conferred without a 
previous conclusum of the Germanic body : that, with re- 
spect to his alUance with the king of Prussia, he had a 
right, when deserted by his former allies, to seek assist- 
ance wheresoever it could be procured; and surely no 
just grounds of complaint could be offered against that 
which his Prussian majesty lent, to deliver the electoral 
states of Brunswick, as well as those of Brunswick WoU 
fenbuttel, Hesse, and Buckebourg, from the oppressions 
of their common enemy. Posterity, he said, would hardly 
believe, that at a time when the troops of Austria, the Pa- 
latinate, and Wirtemberg, were engaged to invade the 
countries of the empire, other members of the Germanie 
body, who employed auxiliaries in their defence, should 
be. threatened with outlawry and sequestration. He 
owned that, in quality of kmg, he had sent over English 
troops to Germany, and taken possession of Embden t 
steps for which he was accountable to no power upon 
earth, although the constitutions of the empire permit the 
co-estates to make use of foreign troops, not indeed for 
the purpose of invasion or conquest in Germany, but for 
their defence and preservation. He also acknowledged 
that be had resented the conduct, and chastised the in- 
justice, of those co-estates who had assisted his enemies, 
and helped to ravage his dominions : inferring, that if the 
erofni of France was free to pillage the estates of the duke 
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1758. of Brunswick and the laiidgrave of Hesse-Casaely because 
they had suppUed the king of England with auxiliaries; 
if the empress queen had a right to appropriate to herself 
half of the contributions raised by the French king m 
these countries ; surely his Britannic majesty had an equal 
right to make those feel the burden of the war who had 
favoured the unjust enterprises of his enemies. He ex- 
pressed his hope, that the diet, after having duly consi- 
dered these circumstances, would, by way of advice, pro- 
pose to his imperial majesty that he should annul his most 
inconsistent mandates, and not only take effectual mea- 
sures to protect the electorate and its allies, but also give 
orders for commencing against the empress queen, u 
archduchess of Austria, the elector palatine, and the duke 
ef Wirtemberg, such proceedings as she wanted to enforce 
against his Britannic majesty, elector of Brunswick Lu- 
nenbourg. For this purpose the minister now requested 
•their excellencies to ask immediately the necessary io- 
atructions for their principals. The rest of this long me- 
morial contained a justification of his Britannic majesty's 
conduct in deviating from the capitulation of Closter 
Seven ; with a refutation of the arguments addiiced, and a 
retortion of the reproaches levelled against the king of 
England, in the paper or manifesto composed and pub- 
lished under the direction of the French ministry, and en- 
titled, '' A Parallel of the Conduct of the King of France 
with that of the King of England, relative to the Breach 
of the Capitulation of Closter Seven by the Hanoverians." 
But to this invective a more circumstantial anawer was 
published ; in which, amcmg other curious particulars, tbe 
letter of expostulation, said to have been written by the 
Prussian monarch to the king of Great Britain after the 
defeat at Colin, is treated as an infamous piece of forgeiy, 
produced by some venal pen employed to impose upon 
the public. The author also, in his endeavours to demon? 
strate his Britannic majesty's aversion to a continental 
war, very justly observes, that ** none but such as are uih 

• 

acquainted with the maritime force of England can believe 
that, without a diversion on the continent^ tot^nploy paif 
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of the enemy's force,' she is not in a condition to hope for 1758. 
success, and maintain her superiority at sea. England, 
therefore, had no interest to foment quarrels or wars in 
Europe ; but, for the same reason, there was room to fear 
that France would embrace a different system; accord- 
ingly, she took no pains to conceal her views, and her 
envoys declared publicly, that a war upon the continent 
was inevitable, and that the king's dominions in Germany 
would be its principal object." He afterwards, in the 
course of his argumentation, adds, *' that they must be very 
ignorant indeed^ who imagine that the forces of England 
are not able to resist those of France, unless the latter be 
hindered from turning all her efforts to the sea. In case 
of a war upon the. continent* the two powers must pay 
subsidies; only- with this difference, that France can em- 
ploy her own land forces, and aspire at conquests." Such 
were the professed sentiments of the British ministryi 
founded upon eternal truth and demonstration, and openly 
avowed, when the business was to prove that it was hot 
the interest of Great Britain to maintain a war upon the 
continent ; but afterwards, when this continental war was 
eagerly espoused, fostered, and cherished by the blood 
and treasure of the English nation, then the partisans of 
that very ministry, which had thus declared, that England^ 
without any diversion on the continent of Europe, was an, 
overmatch for France by sea, which may be termed the 
JSritish element; then their partisans, their champions, 
-declaimers, and dependents^ were taught to rise in rebel- 
lion against their former doctrine, and, in defiance of com- 
mon sense and reflection, affirm that a diversion in Ger- 
many was absolutely necessary to the successful issue of 
[England's operations in Asia, Africa, and America. Not^ 
withstanding all the facts and arguments assembled in this 
.elaborate memorial, to expose the ingratitude of the em- 
rpress queen, and demonstrate the oppressive measures 
adopted by the imperial power ; it remains to be proved, 
that the member of a community is not obliged to yield 
obedience to the resolutions taken, and the decrees pub- 
lished, by the majority of those who compose this commu- 
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I75(k nity; especially when reinforced with the anlbority of tbe 

supreme magistrate, and not repugnant to tlie fundi* 

mental constitution on which that comnunky was esti> 
blished. 

- XLIV. If the empress queen was not gratified to the 
extent of her wishes in the fortune of the campaign, at 
least her self-importance was flattered in another point, 
which could not fail of bemg interesting to a prinesss 
&med for a glowing seal and inviolable attachment to the 
religion of Rome. In the month of August the pope con- 
ferred upon her the title of Apost<dical Queen of Hungary, 
conveyed by a brief, in which he extolled her piety, and 
launched out into retrospective eubgiums of her prede* 
cessors, the princes of Hungary, who had been ahpa]rs ac- 
customed to fight and overisome for the cathoKc fiuth 
under his holy banner. This compliment, however, ibe 
did not derive from the r^ard of Prosper Iiambeitnii, 
who exerdsed the papal sway under the asenmed naaK of 
Benedict the fourteenth. .That pontiff, umTcrsaDy es- 
teemed for his good sense, moderation, and humanity, 
had breathed his last in the month of April, in the eighty- 
fourth year of his age ; and in July was succee«led in the 
papacy by cardinal Charles Rezaonico, bishop of Pkdua, 
by birth a Venetian. He was formerly auditor of the Rota; 
afterwards promoted to the purple by pope Clement the 
twelfth, at the nomination of the republic of Venice; wai 
distinguished by the title of St. Maria d'Ara CceK, the 
principal convent of the Cordeliers, and nominated pro-^ 
tector of the Pandours, or Illyrians. When he aaoended 
the papal chair, he assumed the name of Clement the 
thirteenth, in gratitude to the last of that name, who wsi 
his benefactor. Though of a disagreeable peraon, and 
even deformed in his body, he enjoyed good health, and 
« vigorous constitution. As an ecclesiastic, his life was 
exemplary; his morals were pure, and unimpeached; in 
Jiis character he is said to have been learned, diligent, 
steady, devout, and in every respect worthy to succeed 
such a predecessor as Benedict. 

XLV. The king of Spain wisely persisted in reaping 
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tbe advantog«9 of a neutrality^ notwithstanding the in* 17M, 
tnrigues of the French partisans at the court of Madrid^.'""^ 
who endeaToured to al«rm his jealousy l^ the conquests 
which the English had projected in America* Tbe kinf 
of Saffdioia sagaciously kept aloof^ resohring, in imitation 
of bis predecessors, to maintain^ his power on a respectable 
feotnig, and be ready toi seize aU opportunities to extend 
and proMOte the interest of his crown and the advantage 
ef bis country.. As fimr tbe king of Portugal, he bad pt u^* 
dently embvaced tlie same system of forbearance: but,.i» 
the fetter end of the season, his attention W4is engrossed 
by a domestic incident of & very extraordinary nature* 
Whether he had, Iqr particnfer instances of severity, ex- 
asperated the mind» of certaia ]ndividttaIs^ and exercised 
his dominioB in saeh acts of arbitrary power as excited 
a general spirit of disafiection among bis nobility; or,, 
lastly, by die ingarous measuvas pursued against the ei^ 
eroaching Jesuits in Paraguay, and their correspondents 
in Portugal, had incurred the resentment of that society, 
we shall not pretend to determine : perhaps all these mo« 
tives concurred in giving birth to a conspiracy against his 
Ufe, which wai actually executed at ihis juncture with tbf 
most desperate resokittpiiw On tiie third day of Septem* 
ber, the king, according to custom, going out in a carrii^ 
to take the air, accompanied by- one domestic, was, in tbe 
night, at a solitary place near Belem, attacked by three 
men on horseback, armeds with musqnetoons, one of whom 
fired his piece at the coachman without efkct. The man, 
however, terrified both on bis own account and that of his 
sovereign^ drove tbe mules at full speed ; a circumstance 
which in some measure disconcerted the other two con* 
apirators, wIk^ pursued him at full gallop, and having no 
leisure to take aim, discharged their pieces at random 
through tlie back of tbe carriage. Tbe slugs with which 
ftbey were loaded happened to pass between the king's 
right arm and his breast, dilacerating the parts from the 
shoulder to the elbow, but without damaging tbe bone> or 
penetrating into tbe cavity of the body. Finding himself 
grievously wounded, and the blood ftywing apace, he». 
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1768. with such presence of mind as cannot be sufficiently ad- 
mired, instead of proceeding to the palace, which was at 
some distance, ordered the coachman to return to Jun- 
queria, where his principal surgeon resided, and there his 
wounds were immediately dressed. By this resolution, 
he not only prevented the irreparable mischief that might 
have arisen from an excessive effusion of blood ; but, with- 
out all doubt, saved his life from the hands of other assas- 
sins, posted on the road to accomplish the regicnde, in 
case he should escape alive from the first attack* This 
instance of the king's recollection was magnified into a 
miracle, on a supposition that it must have been the effect 
of divine inspiration ; and, indeed, among a people ad- 
dicted to superstition, might well pass for a favourabk 
interposition of Providence. The king, being thus dis- 
abled in bb right arm, issued a decree, investing the 
queen with the absolute power of government. In the 
mean time, no person had access to his presence but her- 
^f, the first ministeV, the cardinal de Saldanha« the phy- 
sicians, and surgeons. An embargo was immediately Uid 
on all the shipping in the port of Lisbon. Rewards were 
publicly offered, together with the promise of pardon to 
the accomplices, for detecting any of the assassins; and 
such other measures used, that in a Uttle time the whole 
conspiracy was discovered: a conspiracy the more danger- 
ous, as it appeared to have been formed by persons of the 
first quality and influence. The duke de Aveiro, of the 
family of Mascarenhas ; the marquis de Tavora, who had 
been viceroy of Goa, and now actually enjoyed the com- 
mission of general of the horse ; the count de Attougui, 
the marquis de Alloria, together with their wives, childreo, 
and whole families, were arrested immediately after the 
assassination, as principals in the design ; and many other 
accomplices, including some Jesuits, were apprehended in 
the sequel. The further proceedings on this mysterious 
affair, with the fate of the conspirators, will be particular- 
ised among the transactions of the following year. At 
present it will be sufficient to observe, that the king's 
wounds were attended with no bad consequences; nor 
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did the imprisoiiment of those noblemen |m>duce any dis- 1758: 
turbance in the kingdom. 

XLVI. The domestic occurrences of France were ti»^ 
sued with a continuation of the disputes between the par'* 
liament and clergy, touching the bull Unigenitus. In vain 
the king had interposed his authority : first proposing an 
accommodation; then commanding the parHament to for^ 
bear taking cognizance of a religious contest, which did 
not fall under their jurisdiction; and, thirdly, banishing 
their persons^ and abrogating their power. He afterwards 
found it necessary to the peace of his. dominions to recall 
and reinstate those Teherable patriots ; and being co»i 
vinced of the intolerable insolence and turbulent spirit of 
the archbishop of Paris, had exiled that prelate in his' 
turn. He was no sooner re-admitted to his function, than 
he resumed his former conduct, touching the denial of the 
sacraments to those who refused to acknowledge the buQ 
Unigenitus: he even acted with redoubled zeal; intrigued 
with the other prelates ; caballed among the inferior 
clergy ; and not only revived, but augmented, the troubles 
throughout the whole kingdom. Bishops, curates, and 
monks presumed to withhold spiritual consolation from 
persons in extremity, and were punished by the civil 
power. Other parliaments of the kingdom followed the 
example exhibited by that of Paris, in asserting their 
authority and privileges. The king commanded them to 
desist, on pain of incurring his indignation : they re« 
monstrated and persevered ; while the archbishop re- 
peated his injunctions and censures, and continued to 
inflame the dispute to such a dangerous degree, that he 
was given to understand he should be again obliged to 
quit the capital, if he did not proceed with more modera« 
tion. But the chief care of the French ministry was em« 
ployed in regulating the finances, and establishing funds 
of credit for raising money to pay subsidies, and maintain 
the war in Europe and America. In the course of this 
year, they had not only considerably reinforced their 
armies in Germany, but made surprising efibrts to supply 
the colony of Canada with troops, artillery, stores, and 
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mxk aBomuiiitimi, tor its defence against the operatioaff of &e 
British forces, which greatly outnumbered ik^ French 
upon the continent. The court of Versailles practised 
every stratagem to ebide the vigilance of the Engiisb 
emiaen. The ships destined for America tliey detadied, 
both single and in conri^s, s om ca tunea from tbe Meditcs><» 
ranean, sooMtnnes from their harbouas ia the ebamieL 
Tbey assemUed ti aasporta in one port,, in order to wilb* 
draw the attention of their eBsmiesi from another, where 
their cenvojnt hty ready for saaUng; and in boisleroaa 
weather, when Ae EngBeb could no kngcr Uoek np their 
harbours, their store-ships came forth, and haaaur d e d tiie 
toyage, for die seBef of thar American aetdemrati. 
Those that had the good fortune to arrive on the coast 
ef that continenf mexe obliged to beve veconrse to dif- 
ferent expedients, for escaping the Biitisb squadrona tti^ 
tioned at Halifax, or cruising in the bay of St. Lawnence* 
They either vent u red to navigate the river befom it was 
ekar of the ice, ao early in the spring,, that the enemy had 
not yet quitted the harbour of Nova Scotia ; or dwy 
waited on the ceast of Newfousidland for ancb thick fags 
aa might scre^i them from the notice of die English 
eruisOTa in sailing up the gulf; or, lastly, they penetrated 
through the straits of Bdlekle> a dangerous passage, 
whidi, however, led them directly into the river St* Law^ 
rence, at a connderabk distance above the station of tbe 
British squadron. Though the French navy waa by tlm 
time so reduced, that it could neither face the Engiisb st 
sea, nor furnish proper convoys for commerce, her mini- 
stry nevertheless attempted to alarm the subjects of Giesl 
Britain with the project of an invasion. Flat->bottomcd 
boats were built, transports collected, large shipa of the 
line equipped, and troops ordered to assemble on tbe 
coast for embarkation ; but this was no more than a fenit 
to arouse the apprehension of the English, disconcert the 
administration, prejudice the national credit, and deter 
the government from sending forces to keep alive tbe war 
in Germany. A much more effectual meUiod they took 
to distress tbe trade of England, by laying up their 
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less »hip8 of war, and encouraging the equtpmeiit of stout 17^. 

priTateers, which did considerable damage to the com* ' 

merce of Great Britam and Ireland, by cmising in the 
seas of Europe and America* Some of them lay close in 
the harbonn of the channel, fronting the coast of Eng- 
land, and darted out occasionally on the trading ships of 
this nation, as they received intelligence from boats em* 
ployed for that purpose. Some chose their station in the 
North sea, where a great number of captures were made 
upon the coast of Scotland; others cruised in the chops 
of die channel, and even to the westward of Ireland; but 
the far greater number scoured the seas in the neighbour* 
hood of the Leeward islands in the West Indies, where 
diey took a prodigious number of British ships, sailing U> 
and from the sugar colonies, and conveyed them to their 
own settlements in Martinique, Guadalonpe, or St. D<k 
mingo. 

XLVII. With respect to the war that raged in Ger* 
many, the king of Denmark wisely pursued that course, 
which happily preserved him from being involved in those 
troubles by which great part of Europe was agitated, and 
terminated in that point of national advantage which a 
king ought ever to have in view for the benefit of his 
people. By observing a scrupulous neutrality, he en» 
hanoed his importance among his neighbours: he saw 
himself courted by all the belligerent powers : he saved 
the blood and treasure of his subjects : he received large 
subsidies, in consideration of his forbearance ; and en- 
joyed, unmolested, a much more considerable share of 
commerce than he could expect to carry on, even in timea 
of universal tranquillity. He could not perceive that the 
protestant religion had any thing to apprehend from the 
confederacy which was formed against the Prussian mon- 
arch ; nor was he misled into all the expense, the perils, 
and disquiets of a sanguinary war, by that ignis fatmu 
which hath seduced and impoverished other opulent nar 
tions, under the specious title of the balance of power in 
Germany. Howsoever he might be swayed by private 
I, he did not think it was a point of consequence 




S4S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

1766. to his kingdom, whether Pomerania was possessed hf 
Sweden or Prussia; whether the French array was drifea 
back beyond the Rhine, or . penetrated once .more into 
the electorate of Hanover ; whether the .empress queea 
was stripped of her remaining possessions, in Silesia, or 
the king of Prussia* circumscribed within the original 
bound of his dominion. He took it for granted that 
France, for her own sake, would prevent the ruin, of that 
enterprising monarch; and that the house of Austria 
would not be so impolitic and blind to its own interest, as 
to permit the empress of Russia to make and retain con- 
quests in the empire : but even if these powers should be 
weak enough to sacrifice all the maxims of sound policy to 
caprice or resentment, he did not think himself so deeplj 
concerned in the event, as, for the distant prospect of 
what might possibly happen, to plunge headlong into a 
war that must be attended with certain and immeditto 
disadvantages. True it is, he had no hereditary elec- 
torate in Grermany that was threatened with invasion; 
nor, if he had, is it to be supposed that a prince of his sa- 
gacity and patriotism would have impoverished his king- 
dom of Denmark for the precarious defence of a distant 
territory. It was reserved for another nation to adopt 
the pernicious absurdity of wasting its blood and treasure^ 
exhausting its revenues, loading its own back with the 
most grievous impositions, incurring an enormous debt, 
big with bankruptcy and ruin; in a word, of expendiDg 
above an hundred and fifty millions sterUng in fruitless 
efforts to defend a distant country, the entire property of 
which was never valued at one twentieth part of that sum; 
« country with which it had no natural connexion, but a 
common alliance arising from accident. The king of 
Denmark, though himself a prince of the empire, and pos- 
sessed of dominions in Germany almost contiguous to the 
scenes of the present war, did not yet think himself so 
nearly concerned in the issue, as to declare himself either 
principal or auxiliary in the quarrel : yet he took care to 
maintain his forces by sea and land upon a respectable 
footing ; and by this conduct, he not only provided for the 
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security of his own country, but overawed the belligerent 1758. 
powers, who considered him as a prince capable of making ''-~~^ 
either scale preponderate, just as he might choose to trim 
the balance. Thus he preserved his wealth, commerce, 
and consequence undiminished; and, instead of being 
harassed as a party, was honoured as an umpire. 

XLVIII. The United Provinces, though as averse as 
his Danish mi^esty to any participation in the war, did 
not, however, so scrupulously observe the neutrality they 
professed : at least, the traders of that republic, either 
from an inordinate thirst of lucre, or a secret bias in favour 
of the enemies of Great Britain, assisted the French com* 
merce with all the appearance of the most flagrant par- 
tiality. We have, in the beginning of this year's transac* 
tions, observed, that a great number of their ships were 
taken by the EngUsh cruisers, and condemned as legal 
prizes, for having French property on board: that the 
Dutch merchants, exasperated by their losses, exclaimed 
against the English as pirates and robbers; petitioned the 
states for redress in very high terms, and even loudly 
clamoured for a war against Great Britain. The charge 
of violence and injustice, which they brought against the 
English, for taking and confiscating the ships that trans- 
ported to Europe the produce of the French islands in 
the West Indies, they founded on the tenth article of the 
treaty of commerce between Great Britain and the statefr- 
general of the United Provinces, concluded in the year 
one thousand six hundred and sixty-eight, stipulating, 
that whatever shall be found on board the ships of the 
/sufagects of the United Provinces, though the lading, or 
part thereof, may belong to the enemies of Great Britain^ 
fihall be free and unmolested, except these be prohibited 
goods, which are to be served in the manner described by 
the foregoing ardcles. From this article the Dutch mer- 
chants argued, that if there be no prohibited goods on 
board, the English had no right to stop or molest any of 
their ships, or make the least inquiry to whom the^ mer- 
chandise . belonged, whence it was brought, or whither 
JboumL 1 This plea the English .casuists ^ould by no mennt 
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1768. admit, for the following reuons : a general and perpetnil 
""^^"^ Hoence to carry on the whole trade of their enemy would be 
aueh a glaring absurdity, as no conrention could anihoriae: 
common sense has dictated, and Ghrotius declared, that no 
man can be supposed to hare consented to an absurdity; 
therefore, the interpretation gir^i by the Dutch to this 
article could not be supposed to be its true and gemune 
meaning; which, indeed, relates to nothing more than 
the common course of trade, as it was usually carried od 
in time of peace. But, even should this interpretation be 
accepted, the article, and the treaty itself, would be su* 
perseded and annulled by a subsequent treaty, condodsd 
between the two nations in the year one llioasand sii 
hundred and seventy-five, and oftoi confirmed since that 
period, stipulating, in a secret article, diat neither of tht 
contracting parties should give, nor consent that any of 
their subjects or inhabitants should give, any aid, fiivour, 
or counsel, directly or indireedy, by land or sea, or on the 
firesh waters ; nor should fiurnish, or permit the snl^eets 
or inhabitants of their respective territories to fiimisb, sny 
ships, soldiers, seamen, victuals, monies, instruments of war, 
gunpowder, or any other necessaries for making war, to tb€ 
enemies of either party, of any rank or condition soever. 
Now the Dutch have infringed this article in many in- 
stances during the present war, both in Europe and Ame- 
rica ; and as they have so openly contravened one treaty, 
the English are not obliged to observe another. They, 
moreover, forfeited all right to the observance of the 
treaty in question, by refiising the succours with whick 
they were bound, in the most solemn manner, to furush 
the king of Great Britain, in case any of his territories ia 
Europe should be attacked : for nothing could be more 
weak and frivolous than the allegation upon which tfaii 
refusal was founded ; namely, that the hostilities in Eu- 
rope were commenced by the English, when they seised 
and confiscated the vessels of France ; and they, being die 
aggressors, had no right to insist upon the succours stipor 
lated in a treaty which was purely defensive. If this 
argument has any weight, the treaty itself can have a* 
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signification. The Fvench, as in the present case, wifl 1768. 
always comnenoe the war in America; and when their 
shi{>8, containing rcnnferoements and stores for the main* 
tenanoe of that war, shall be taken on the European seas, 
perhaps hi consequence of their being exposed £br that 
purpose, they will exclaim that the English were the 
aggressors in Europe, consequently deprived of alt benefit 
accrtnng from the defensive treaty subsisting between 
them and the states-^neral of the United Provinces. It 
being impossible for the Elnglish to terminate the war, 
while their enemies derive the sinews of it from their con^ 
merce carried an in neutral bottoms ; they are obliged to 
suppress such collusions, by that necessity which Grotius 
himsdf hath allowed to be a suffideot excuse for deviating 
from the letter of any treaty whatsoever. In time of peaee^ 
no Dutch ships were permitted to carry the produce of 
any French sugar island, or even to trade in any of the 
French ports in America or the West Indies ; conse- 
quently the treaty which they quote can sever ^tify 
them in carrying on a commerce, whidi, as it did not ex- 
ist, and was not foreseen, could not possibly be guarded 
against when that convention was ratified. Grotius, 
whose authority is held in such veneration among the 
Dutch, has determined, that every nation has a right to 
seize and confiscate the goods of any neutral power, which 
shall attempt to carry ^em into any place which is blocked 
up by that nation, either by land or sea. The French 
islands in the West Indies were so blocked up by the 
Engtish cruisers, that they could receive no rdief from 
their own government; consequently no neutral power 
could attempt to supjdy them without falling under this 
predicaments It was for these reasons that the king of 

' In the rei^Q of king WilUmn, wbQA the Eogluh and Putcfa were ensiled 
in a war against France, the northern powers of Sweden and Denmark at- 
tempted to cairj en the Fieneh commerce, under the ahade of neutrality ; but 
the Dutch and £oglUh joined in seizins the veMeU that were thin emploved. 
Complaints of these captures were maoe at London and the Hague ; ana the 
complainants were given to understand, at both places, that they should not be 
aiUwcd to carry on any trade with France, but what wns usual in time of peace, 
la eonaequence of this declaration, M. Gnmiag fomfeed the design of wntiiig a 
treatise on the freedom of navigation, and conuDvniotted tka pkn of hb work to 
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1766. England declared, by the mouth of Mr. Yorke, his minir 
tter plenipotentiary at the Hague, in a conference held iu 
the month of August with the deputies of the states-ge- 
neral, that though he was ready to concur in every mea-. 
sure that should be proposed for giving satisfactibn to 
their high mightinesses, with whom he had always studied 
to live in the most perfect union ; he was nevertheless de- 
termined not to suffer the trade of the French coloines in 
America to be carried on by the subjects of other powers, 
under the specious pretext of neutrality ; nor to permit 
words to be interpreted as a licence to drive a trade with 
his enemies, which, though not particularly specified in 
the articles of contraband, was nevertheless rendered such 
in all respects, and in every sense, by tbe nature of the 
circumstances. It is not at all more surprising that the 
Dutch merchants should complain, than that the English 
government should persist in confiscating the ships diat 
were found to contain the merchandise of their enemies. 
The individual traders of every mercantile nation will raa 
considerable risks in extending their particular commerce, 
even when they know it must be detrimental to the general 
interest of their country. In the war maintained by the 
confederates against Lewis the fourteenth of Fnooe, 
the merchant ships of the Dutch carried on an onin- 
terrupted trade to the French ports; and, notwithstanding 
the repeated solicitations of England, the states-genersl 
could never be prevailed upon to prohibit this commerce, 
which undoubtedly enabled France to protract the war. 
The truth is, they gave the Britbh ministry to under- 
stand, that unless they connived at this traffic, their sul>- 
jects could not possibly defray their proportion of the ex- 
pense at which the war was maintained. It is well known 
through all Europe, that the subjects of the United Pio- 
vinces reaped considerable advantage, not only from this 
branch of illicit trade, but also by providing for both 
armies in Flanders, and by the practice of stock-jobbing 

the celebrated Puffendorff, who signified his sentiments in a letter, which it 
preserved by the learned Barbeyrac, in his notes upon that author's treatise ob 
the Law of Nature and Nations. 
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in England; consequently it was not the interest either I76a. 
of the states-general, or the English general, between ' ^ 
whom there was a very good understanding, to bring that 
war to a speedy conclusion: nor, indeed, ought we to fix 
the ilkiputation of partiality upon a wliole nation, for the 
private conduct of individuals influenced by motives of 
self-interest, which co-operate with the same energy in 
Holland and among the subjects of Great Britain. In 
the course of the former war, such a scandalous appetite 
for gain prevailed in different parts of the British domin- 
ions, that the French islands were actually supplied with 
provisions, slaves, and lumber, from Ireland and the Brit- 
ish colonies in North America ; and Martinique, in parti- 
cular, must have surrendered to the commander of the 
English squadron stationed in those seas, had it not been 
thus supported by English subjects. Certain it is, the 
Dutch had some reason to complain that they were de- 
coyed into this species of traffic by the article of a treaty, 
which, in their opinion, admitted of no limitation ; and 
that the government of Great Britain, without any pre- 
vious warning, or explaining its sentiments on this sub- 
ject, swept the sea at once of all their vessels employed 
in this commerce, and condemned them without mitiga- 
tion, to the entire ruin of many thousand families. Con- 
sidering the intimate connexion of mutual interest sub- 
sisting between Great Britain and the states of the United 
Provinces, they seem to have had some right to an intima- 
tion of this nature, which, in all probabiHty, would have 
induced them to resign all prospect of advantage from the 
prosecution of such traffic. 

XLIX. Besides the universal clamour excited in Hoi- 
land, and the famous memorial presented to the states- 
general, which we have already mentioned in another 
place, a deputation of merchants waited four times suc- 
cessively on the princess regent, to explain their griev- 
ances, and demand her concurrence in augmenting the 
navy for the preservation of their commerce. She pro- 
mised to interpose her best offices with the court of Great 
Britain ; and these co-operating with representations 
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1768. made by the states^generaU the EngUsb miniater waa 

empowered to open conferences at the Hague» in Qvifi 

to bring all matters in dispute to an firoicable accoipmoda* 
tion. These endeavoursi « howcTor, proved inefTectual. 
The British cruisers continued to take, and the British 
courts to condemn, all Dutch Tessela eontaimng the pro* 
duce of the French sugar islands. The mercbimts of 
Holland and Zeahind renewed their oompliMnta with re- 
doubjed clamour ; and all the trading part of the nation, 
reinforced by the whole party that opposed the house of 
Orange, cried aloud for an immediate augmentation of 
the marine, and reprisals upon the pirates of Bngland. 
The princess* in order to avoid extremities, was obliged 
not only to employ all her personal influence with the 
•tates-general, but also to play off one faction against an* 
other, in the way of remonstrance and exclamation. As 
far back as the month of June, she presented a memorial 
to the states-general, reminding them, that in the begins 
ning of the war between France and England, she bad 
advised an augmentation should be made in their land 
forcea, to strengthen the garrisons of the frontier towns, 
and cover the territories of the republic from invasion. 
She gave them to understand, that the provinces of Guel* 
dres and Overyssel, intimidated by the proximity of two 
formidable armies, had resolved to demand that die aug- 
mentation of their land forces should be taken into con* 
aideration by the other provinces ; and requested her to 
reinforce their solicitations that this measure might imne* 
diately take place. This request, she said, she the mov« 
readily granted, as she could not but be sensible of the 
imminent danger that threatened the republic, especiaOy 
since the Hanoverian army had passed the Biiine ; and ai 
it behoved the state to put itself in a condition tp hinder 
either army from retiring into the territories of the re- 
public, if it should be defeated ; for in that case the con* 
queror, being authorised to pursue his enemy wherever 
he can find him, would bring the war into the heart of 
their country. This representation had no other effect 
than that of suspending the measure which each party 
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proposed. The princess, in her answer to the fourth de- 1768. 
putation of the merchants, declared, that she beheld the 
present state of their trade with the most anxious con* 
cern ; that its want of protection was not her fault, but 
that of the towns of Dort, Haerlem, A^nsterdam, Torgau, 
Rotterdam, and the Brille, to whose conduct it was owing 
that the forces of the state, by sea and land, were not now 
on a better footing. The deputies were afterwards re- 
ferred to her minister, M. de la Larrey, to whom they 
represented, that the augmentation of the land forces, 
and the equipment of a fleet, were matters as distinct from 
each other as light from darkness: that there was no 
pressing motive for an augmentation of the army, whereaa 
innumerable reasons rendered the equipment of a fleet a 
matter of the most urgent necessity. In a few days after 
this representation was made, the princess, in an assembly 
of the states-general, requested their high mightinesses, 
that, seeing their earnest and repeated efforts to induce 
the provinces of Holland, Zealand, Friesland, and West 
Friesland, to acquiesce in the proposed augmentation of 
forces by sea and land, had not hitherto met with success f 
they would now consider and deliberate upon some expe- 
dient for terminating this affair, and the sooner the better^ 
in order, on one hand, to satisfy the strong and well- 
grounded instances made by the provinces of Gueldres,. 
Utrecht, Overyssel, and Groningen ; and, on the other, 
to comply with the ardent and just desires expressed by 
the commercial inhabitants of tbe country. She told 
them, that the deputation which waited on her consisted 
of forty merchants, a number that merited attention, no 
less than the speech they pronounced, of which a great 
number of printed copies were distributed through all 
parts of the country. Without making any particular 
remarks on the harangue, she only observed, that the 
drift of it did not tend to facilitate the negotiation begun 
with Great Britain, nor to induce the nation to prefer a 
convention to a rupture with that crown. From this cir- 
cumstance she inferred, it was more than time to finish 
tbe deliberations on the proposal for augmenting the 
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1758. forces both by sea and land ; a measure without whichr 
she was convinced in her consciencci the state was, and 
would always remain, exposed to all sorts of misfortune 
and danger, both now and hereafter. 

L. In consequence of this interposition, the states- 
general that same day sent a letter to the states of Hol- 
land and West Friesland, communicating the sentiments 
of the princess regent, and insisting upon the necessity of 
complying with her proposal of the double augmentation. 
They observed, that an augmentation of the land forces 
for the defence of the frontiers was unavoidable, as well 
as an equipment by sea for the security of commerce: 
that the states of the provinces of Gueldies, Utrecht, 
Overyssel, and Groningen, joined with them in the same 
opinion ; and accordingly had insisted, by divers letters 
and propositions, on those two points so essential to the 
pubUc interest. They represented the danger of delay, 
and the fatal effects of discord : they proposed, that by a 
reciprocal indulgence one party should comply with the 
sentiments of the other, in order to avoid a schism and 
dangerous division among the confederates, the conse- 
quences of which would be very deplorable ; while the 
republic, in the mean time, would remain in a defenceless 
condition, both by sea and land, and depend upon the ar- 
bitrary power of its neighbours. They conjured them, 
therefore, as they valued the safety of their country and 
all that was dear to them, as they regarded the protection 
of the good inhabitants, the concord and harmony which 
at all times, but especially at the present critical juncture, 
was of the last necessity, that they would seriously reflect 
upon the exhortations of her royal highness, as well as on 
the repeated instances of the majority of the confederates, 
and take a wise and salutary resolution with regard to the 
proposed augmentation of the land forces, so that this 
addition, . together with an equipment at sea, might, the 
sooner tne better, be unanimously brought to a conclu- 
sion. It was undoubtedly the duty of all who wished 
well to their country, to moderate the heat and precipita- 
tion of those who, provoked by their losses, and stimu- 
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lated by resentment, endeavoured at this period to involve 1758. 
their nation in a war with Great Britain. Had matters 
been pushed to this extremityi in a few months the re- 
public would, in all probability, have been brought to the 
brink of ruin. The Dutch were distracted by internal 
divisions ; they were altogether unprovided for hostilities 
by sea ; the ocean was covered with their trading vessels ; 
and the naval armaments of Great Britain were so numer- 
ous and powerful, as to render all resistance on that ele- 
ment equally vain and pernicious. The English could 
not only have scoured the seas, and made prize of their 
shipping, but were also in a condition to reduce or de- 
molish all their towns in Zealand, where they would 
hardly have met with any opposition. 
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HILE the operations of the war were 
^ prosecuted through the fbar quarten 
of Uie globe, the island of Great Bri- 
tain, which may be tenned the centre 
' that gave motion to this vast machine, 
enjoyed all the tranquillity of the 
most profound peace, and saw no- 
thing of war but the preparations and trophies, which 
served only to animate the nation to a desire of ftirther 
conquest ; for the dejection occasioned by the misfortune 
at St. Cas soon vanished before the prospect of vidoiy 
and success. Considering the agitation naturally pro- 
duced among the common people by the practice of 
pressing men into the service of the navy, which in the 
beginning of the year had been carried on with unusual 
violence, llie levy of so many new corps of soldiers, and 
the endeavours used in forming the national militis, very 
few disturbances happened to interrupt the internal re- 
pose of the nation. From private acts of malice, fraud, 
violence, and rapine, no community whatsoever is ex- 
empted. In the month of April, the temporary wooden 
bridge over the Thames, built for the conveniency of car- 
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riages and paatengers while the workmen should be em- HUs 
ployed in widening ahd repairing London bridge^ was 
maliciouily set on fire in the night, and continued burning 
till noon next daji when the ruins of it fell into the riven 
The destruction of this couTeniency proved very detri- 
mental to the commerce of the city, notwithstanding the 
vigilancy and discretion of the magistrates, in applying 
remedies for this misfortune. A prombe of the king's 
pardon was o£fered in a public advertisement by the se- 
cretary of state, and a reward of two hundred pounds by 
the city of London^ to any person who should discover 
the perpetrator of such wicked outrage ; but nevertheless 
he escaped detection. No individual, nor any society of 
men, could have the least interest in the execution of such 
a scheme, except the body of London watermen ; but ae 
no discovery was made to the prejudice of any person be- 
longing to that society, the deed was imputed to the ma^ 
lice of some secret enemy to the public. Even after a 
new temporary bridge was erected, another attempt was 
made (in all probability by the same incendiary) to reduce 
the whole to ashes, but happily miscarried, and a guard 
was appointed to prevent any such atrocious eflbrts in 
the sequel. Dangerous tumults were raised in and about 
Manchester, by a prodigious number of manufacturers^ 
who had left off working, and entered into a combination, 
to raise by force the price of their labour. They had 
formed a regular plan, and collected larger sums for the- 
maintenance of the poorer sort while they refused to woric 
ibr their families. They insulted and abased all those 
who would not join in this defectimi} dispersed incendiary 
letters, and denounced terrible threats against all such aa 
should presume to oppose their proceedings. But these 
menaces had np effect upon the magistrates and justices,, 
who did their duty with such discretion and courage, that 
the ringleaders being singled out, and punished by law, 
the rest were soon reduced to order. 

II. In the month of June, Florence Hensey, an obscure 
physician, and native of Ireland, who had been appre^ 
bended ibr treasonable praetiGes, was tried in the court oT 
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1758. king's bench on an indictment for high treason. In the 
course of the trial it appeared that he had been emplojed 
as a spy for the French ministry ; to which, in cansidera> 
tion of a paltry pension, he sent intelligence of every ma- 
terial occurrence in Great Britain. The correspondence 
was managed by his brother, a Jesuit, who acted as chap- 
lain and secretary to the Spanish ambassador at the 
Hague. The British resident at that court having learned, 
from the Spanish minister some secrets relating to Eng- 
land, even before they were communicated to him from 
the English ministry, was induced to set on foot an in- 
quiry touching the source of this information, and socm 
received an assurance, that the secretary of the Spanish 
ambassador had a brother a physician in London. The 
suspicion naturally arising from this circumstance . being 
imparted to the ministry of England, Hensey was narrowly 
watched, and twenty-nine of his letters were intercepted. 
From the contents of these he was convicted of having 
given the French court the first notice of the expedition 
to North America, the capture of the two ships, the Al- 
cide and Lys, the sailing and destination of every squad- 
ron and armament, and the difficulties that occurred in 
raising money for the service of the public. He had even 
informed them that the secret expedition of the foregoing 
year was intended against Rochefort, and advised a de- 
scent upon Great Britain, at a certain time and place, as 
the most effectual method of distressing the government, 
and affecting the public credit. After a long trial, he was 
found guilty of treason, and received the sentence of 
death usually pronounced on such occasions: but whether 
he earned forgiveness by some material discovery, or the 
minister found him so insensible and insignificant that he 
was ashamed to take his life, he escaped execution, and 
was pardoned, on condition of going into perpetual exile. 
The severity of the government was, much about the same 
period, exercised on Dr. Shebbeare, a public writer, who, 
in a series of printed letters to the people of England, had 
animadverted on the conduct of the ministry in the most 
acrimonious terms, stigmatized some great names with all 
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the yirulence of censure^ and even assaulted the throne 1768. 
itself with oblique insinuation and ironical satire. The '^ '' 
ministry, incensed at the boldness, and still more enraged 
at the success of this author, whose writings were bought 
with avidity by the public, determined to punish him se- 
verely for his arrogance and abuse, and he was appre- 
hended by a warrant from the secretary's office. His 
sixth letter to the people of England was pitched upon as 
the foundation of a prosecution. After a short trial in 
the court of king's bench, he was found guilty of having 
written the sixth letter to the people of England, ad- 
judged a libellous pamphlet, sentenced to stand in the 
pillory, to pay a small fine, to be imprisoned three years, 
and give security for his future good behaviour : so that, 
in effect, this good man suffered more for having given 
vent to the unguarded effusions of mistaken zeal, couched 
in the language of passion and scurrility, than was in- 
flicted upon Hensey, a convicted traitor, who had acted 
as a spy for France, and betrayed his own country for 
hire. 

III. Amidst a variety of crimes and disorders, arising 
from impetuosity of temper, unreined passion, luxury, ex- 
travagance, and an almost total want of police and subor- 
dination, the virtues of benevolence are always springing 
up to an extraordinary growth in the British soil; and 
here charities are often established by the humanity of in- 
dividuals, which in any other country would be honoured 
as national institutions : witness the great number of hos- 
pitals and infirmaries in London and Westminster, erected 
and maintained by voluntary contributions, or raised by 
the princely donations of private founders. In the course 
of this year the public began to enjoy the benefit of se- 
veral admirable institutions. Mr. Henry Raine, a private 
gentleman of Middlesex, had, in his hfetime, built and 
endowed an hospital for the maintenance of forty poor 
maidens. By hb will he bequeathed a certain sum of 
money to accumulate at interest, under the management 
of trustees, until the yearly produce should amount to two 
hundred and ten pounds, to be given in marriage portions 
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1768. to t«ro of the maidens educated in his hospital^ at the age 
rftwenty^two, who should be the best recomniended far 
piety and industry by the masters or mistresses whom they 
had senred. In the month of March^ the sum destined 
for this kudaUe purpose was completed; when the trus^ 
tees, by public advertisement, sununoned the m a ide ns 
educated in the hospital to appear on a certain day, with 
proper certificates of tlieir behaviour and circmnslaBoeB, 
that six of the most deserving might be selected to draw 
lots for the prise of one hundred pounds, to be paid ss 
her marriage portion, provided she married a man of aa 
unblemished character, a member of the church of Eng- 
land, residing within certain specified parisfaee, and ap- 
proved by the trustees. Accordingly, on the first of May, 
the candidates appeared, and the priae being gamed by 
one young woman, in presence of a munerous asaembfy of 
aU ranks attracted by curiosity, the other five miudtiis, 
Irith a sixth, added in lieu of her who had been suocsm' 
ftal, were marked for a second chance on the same day of 
the following year, when a second prize of the same vafais 
would be presented : thus a new candidate will be added 
every year, that every maiden who has been educated in 
this hospital, and preserved her character witboot re* 
proach, may have a chance for the noble donation, which 
is also accompanied with the sum of five pounds to defray 
the expense of the wedding entertainment. One scarce 
knows whether most to admire the plan, or commend the 
humanity, of this excellent institution. Of equal and per- 
haps superior merit was another charitable estabUshment, 
which also took effect about this period. A small number 
of humane individuals, chiefly citizens of London, deeply 
affected with the situation of common prostitutes, who are 
certainly the most forlorn of all human creatures, formed 
a generous resolution in their favour, such as even die 
best men of the kingdom had never before the courage, to 
avow. They considered, that many of these unhappy 
creatures, so wretched in themselves, and so productive of 
mischief to society, had been seduced to vice in their 
tender years by the perfidious artifice of the •ther sex. 
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or the violence of unruly pamoti, before they bad aoquirtd l7iiflL 
ezperieoce to guard againat the aae^ or foreaight to per* '"*"'' 
ceive the fatal consequences of the other: that the jewels 
reputation^ being thus irretrievably lost, perhaps in One 
unguarded moment, they wore covered with shame and 
disgrace, abandoned by their £Bimilie$i excluded from all 
pity, regard, and assistance: that, stung by self-convic« 
tion, insulted with reproach, denied the privilege of peni* 
tence and contrition, cut off from all hope, impelled by 
indigence, and maddened with despair, they had plunged 
into a life of infEimy, in which they were exposed to de» 
ploraUe vicissitudes of misery, and the most excruciating 
pangs of reflecticm that any human being eould sustain i 
that, whatever remorse they might feel, howsoever they 
might detest their own vice, or long for an opportunity of 
amendment, they were entirely destitute of idl means of 
reformatioB ; they were not only deprived of all possibility 
of printing by those precious moments of repentance, and 
becoming again useful members of society; but in order 
to earn a miserable subsistence, were obliged to persevere 
in the paths of prostitution, and act as the instruments of 
Heaven's vengeance in propagating distemper and profli- 
gacy, in ruining the bodies and debauching the imnda of 
their fellow creatures. Moved to sympathy and oompaa- 
sion by these considerations, this virtuous band of asso- 
ciates determined to provide a comfortaUe asylum for 
female penitents, to which they might fly for shelter froim 
the receptacles of vice, the miseries of Ufe, and the scorn 
of mankind; where they might indulge the salutary senti- 
ments of remorse, make their peace with Heaven, accu»- 
tom themselves to industry and temperance, and be pro- 
fitably reumted to society, from which they had been so ■ 
unhappily dissevered* The plan of this excellent institu- 
tion being formed, was put in execution by means of vo- 
luntary subscription, and the house opened in Goodman's 
fields, under the name of the Magdalen hospital, in the 
month of August ; when fifty petitions were presented by 
penitent prostitutes, soliciting admittance. Another asy- 
lum was ako opened by tbe hand of private charity^ on 
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1768. the Surrey side of Westminster bridge, for the reception 
— ''^ — and education of female orphans, and chQdren abandoned 
by their parents. 

IV. Nor was encouragement refused to those who dis- 
tinguished themselves by extraordinary talents in any 
branch of the liberal and useful arts and sciences, though 
no Maecenas appeared among the ministers, and not tiie 
least ray of patronage glimmered from the throne. The 
protection, countenance, and gratification secured m other 
countries by the institution of academies and the liberiBli- 
ties of princes, the ingenious in England derived fixNn die 
generosity of a public, endued with taste and sensiUlity, 
eager for improvement, and proud of patronising extra- 
ordinary merit. Several years had already elapsed siaoe 
a society of private persons was instituted at Xiondon, for 
the encouragement of arts, manufactures, and commeree. 
It consisted of a president, vice-president, secretary, re- 
gister, collector, and other officers, elected from a very 
considerable number of members, who pay a certam yearly 
contribution for the purposes of the institution. In the 
course of every year they held eight general meetings in 
a large assembly room, built and furnished at the ccmunon 
expense ; besides the ordinary meetings of the society, 
held every week, from the second Wednesday in Novem- 
ber to the last Wednesday in May; and, in the interme- 
diate time, on the first and third Wednesday of every 
month. At these ordinary meetings, provided the number 
then present exceeded ten, the members had a right to 
proceed on business, and power to appoint such commit- 
tees as they should think necessary. The money contri- 
buted by this association, after the necessary expense of 
the society had been deducted, was expended in premiums 
for planting and husbandry ; for discoveries and improve- 
ments in chemistry, dyeing, and mineralogy ; for pro- 
moting the ingenious arts of drawing, engraving, casting, 
painting, statuary, and sculpture; for the improvemient 
of manufactures and machines in the various articles of 
hats, crapes, druggets, mills, marbled paper, ship-blocks, 
spinning-wheels, toys, yarn, knitting, and weaving. They 
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likewise. allotted sums for the advantage of the British 17581 
colonies in America, and bestowed premiums on those ' 
settlers who should excel in curing cochineal, planting 
logwood trees, cultivating olive trees, producing myrtle- 
wax,. making pot-ash, preserving raisins, curing safflower, 
making silk and wines, importing sturgeon, preparing 
isinglass, planting hemp and cinnamon, extracting opium 
and the gum of the persimon tree, collecting stones of the 
mango which should be found to vegetate in the West 
Indies, raising silk grass, and laying out provincial gar- 
dens. They moreover allowed a gold medal, in honour 
of him who should compose the best treatise on the arts 
of peace ; containing an historical account of the progres- 
sive improvements in agriculture, manufactures, and com- 
merce in the kingdom of England, with the effects of 
those improvements on the morals and manners of the 
people ; and pointing out the most proper means for their 
future advancement. In a word, the society is so numer- 
ous, the contributions so considerable, the plan so judi- 
ciously laid, and executed with such discretion and spirit, 
as to promise much more effectual and extensive advan- 
tage to the pubUc than ever accrued from all the boasted 
academies of Christendom. The artists of London had 
long maintained a private academy for improvement in the 
art of drawing from living figures ; but in order to extend 
this advantage, which was not attained without difficulty 
and expense, the duke of Richmond, a young nobleman 
of the most amiable character, provided a large apartment 
at Whitehall, for the use of those who studied the arts of 
painting, sculpture, and engraving ; and furnished it with 
a collection of original plaster casts from the best antique 
statues and busts at Rome and Florence. Here any 
learner had liberty to draw, or make models, under the 
eye and instructions of two eminent artists; and twice a 
year the munificent founder bestowed premiums of silver 
medals on the four pupils who excelled the rest in draw- 
ing from a certain figure, and making the best model of it 
in basso-relievo \ 

* Among other transactioai that distinguish the history of Great Britain, 
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17M. V. On the twenty-third day of Noifenber both komet 
of parlianmit met at Wettmintteri when bia najeety bring 



loaiot a veir glUUi away wUboul prodaetng Mne incidcat thai atraoglj ntrki 
llie tingalar character of the Enslith nation. A very extraordinary initaaoe of 
due natoK, relating to the late dake of Marlboronsh, we thaH record ammg the 
tvants of this year, altbougfa it derived its origio uom the latter end of the laU» 
and cannot be properly ennmerated among those occurrences that appeitsin to 
general history. Towards the end of November, in the preceding year, ths 
above-nentioned nobleman received, by the post, a letter direded " To hit 
Orace the Duke of Marlborough, with care and speed,** and containing thii 
addresst 

^ Mt LoaD,-^As ceremony is an idle thing upon most occasions, more cs^ 
daily to pt rKMis in my state of mind, I shall proceed imnediatelj to accpttisi 
you with the motive and end of addressing this epistle to you, which is e^etUv 
mCefesliag to us both. Yon are to know thea, that my preseiit sitimtioB ta mt 
n such, that I should prefer annihilation to a oontinuaooe in it. Desperali 
diseases require desperate remedies ; and you are the man 1 have pitched npoo, 
either to make me or unmake yourself. As I never had the howmr to kivt 
among the great, the tenor of my proposals will not be very courtly ; but 1st 
that M an argument to enforce a belief of what I am now goine to wnrite. It 
has implo^d my invention for some time, to find out a method of deatnyiag 
another without exposing my own life : that I have accomplished, mod defy the 
law. Now for the appueatiott of it, I am desperate, and must be provided 
for. You have it in your power, it is my business to make it yo«e inctiaatis^ 
to serve me, which you must detennine to comply with, by procaiing me a 
genteel support for my life, or your own will be at a period before thu stsRsa 
of parliament is over. I have more motives than one for singling jem oat apen 
this occasion ; and I give you this fair warning, becanse the meaos I shoold 
make use of are too fatal to be eluded by the power of pbysic If you thkik 
this of any consequence, you will not fail to meet the author on Svoday next, 
at ten in the morning, or on Monday, (if the weather should be rauy oe 
Sunday,) near the first tree beyond the style in Hyde-park, in tha foei>vw te 
Kensington. Secrecy and compliance may preserve you from a double dsnger 
of this sort, as there ts a certain part of the world where your death hss more 
than been wished for upon other motives. I know the world too wtdl to tnSi 
this secret in any breast bat my own. A few days determine me your friend or 
enemy. 

•« FELTON. 

*' You will apprehend that I mean you should be alone ; and depend upon it, 
that a discovery of any artifice in this affair will be fatal to you. My safety is 
ensured by my silence, for confession only can condemn me." 

The duke, in compliance with this strange remonstrance, appeared at the 
time and place appointed, on horseback and alone, with pistols before htm, asd 
the star of bis order displayed, that be might be the more easily known. He 
had likewise taken the precaution of engaging a friend to attend m the psrk, it 
■uch a distance, however, as scarce to be observable. He continued esmc ime 
on the spot without seeing any person he could suspect of having wrstc the 
letter, and then rode away : but chancing to turn his head when he retched 
Hyde-park comer, he perceived a man standing at the bridve, and looking at 
the water, within twenty yardx of the tree which was described in the letter. 
He forthwith rode back at a gentle pace, and passing by the person, expected 
to be addressed ; but as no advance of this kind was made, ne, in lepassiog, 
bowed to the stranger, and asked if be had not something to communicate. 
The man replying, ** No, I don't know you ;*' the duke told him his aame, 
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indispoeedy the scttion was opened by oommissioiiy and lf6a. 
the lord keeper harangued them to thU effect. He told 



•Ming, " Now yoo know me, I imagine yon bavc Mmcthtng to tiy to me." 
Bnt he ttill answered in the negative ; and the dnke rode home. In a day or 
two after thi* tranaaetion, anouer letter waa bfooght to him, oeoched in the 
Mlowing terms : 

" My Lobd, — YoQ receive this at an acknowledgement of yonr pnnetnality 
at to the time and place of meeting on Sunday last ; though it was owing to you 
it answered no nurpose. The pageantry of bong armed, and the ensign of your 
order, were useless, and too conspicuous. You needed no attendant; the place 
was not calcolaled for mischief, nor was any intended. If you walk in the 
west aisle of Westminster-ahbey, towards eleren o'clock on Sunday next, yonr 
Mgneity will point out the person whom you will address, by asking hie coaa* 
ptn^ to take a turn or two with you. You will not fail, on inquiiy , to be ao- 
^fuunted with the name and plaee of abode. Acoording to which <firectioo you 
Ml please to send two or three hundred pound bank notes the next day by the 
pnnny post. Exert not your curiosity too early : it is in your power to make 
SM grateful on certain terms. I have friends who are faithful ; but they do not 
hivk before they bite. 

** I am, ete. F." 

The duke, determining, if possible, to unveil this mystery, repaired to the 
nbhey at the time prescribed ; and, after having walked up and down for five 
tr MX minutes, saw the verv same person to whmn he had spoken in Hyde«parfc 
^atet the abbey, with another man of creditable appearance. This last, after 
Ihay had viewed tome of the monuments, went into the choir, and the other 
liming back, advanced towards the duhe, who, accosting him, asked him if he 
^■(d any thing to say to htm, or any commands for him. He replied, *' No, mv 
ktd, I nave not." *' Sure ;fou have," said the duke : but he pen^stcd in hk 
deaial. Then the duke leaving him, took teveral tumt in the aisle, while the 
MfUiger walked on the other side. But nothing further passed between them } 
•ad idthough the duke had provided several persons in disguise to apprehend 
iIm delinquent, he forbore giving the tignaJ, that, notwithstanding appearances, 
W might run no risk of injuring an innocent person. Not long after this seeond 
dietppoiotment, he received a third letter to the following effect : 

" Mr Lord, — I am fully convinced you had a companion on Sunday : I in- 
terpret it at owing to the weaknem of human nature ; but such proeeedii^ is 
itr from being ingenuous, and may produce bad effects, whilst it is impossible 
!• antwer the end nronoaed. You will see me again soon, as it were by acci- 
dent, and may easily nnd where I go to ; in consequence of which, by being 
teat to, I shall wait on your grace, but expect to be quite alone, and to oon- 
v«ne in whispers : you will likewise giveyonr honour, upon meeting, that no 
pert of the conversation shall transpire. These and the former terms complied 
with ensure your safety : my revenge, in case of non*complianee,(or anjseheme 
la expose me,) will be slower, but not lees sure ; and strong turaioioa the 
atmoft that can possibly ensue upon it, while the chances will be tenfold 
•gainst you. You will possibly be in doubt after the meeting, but it is quite 
liiifBfsrj the outside should be a mask to the in. The fumly of the Bloods 
it not extinct, though they are not in my scheme." 

The expression, " yon will see me again soon, as it were by accident," plainly 
painted out the person to whom he had spoke in the park and in the abbey ; 
nevertheless he saw him not again, nor did he hear any thing further of the 
•ffair. for two months, at the expiration of which the peet brought him the fol- 
lowing letter : 
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1768. them, his majesty bad directed the lords of the comnB- 
sion to assure his parliamenty that he always received the 



" May it please your Grace,— I have reaiOD to believe that the aoa of oh 
Barnard, a surveyor, in Abingdon-buildio^, Westminster, is acquainted with 
some secrets that nearly concern your safety : his fiather is pow out of town, 
vrhich will give yoa ao opportunity of questioning him more privately: itwoald 
be useless to your grace, as well as dangerous to me, to appear nK>re pablicly 

in this affair. • 

" Your sincere friend, ANONYMOUS. 

'* He frequently goes to Storey 's-gate coffee-house." 

In about a week after this intimation was received, the duke sent a person to 
the coffee-house, to inquire for Mr. Barnard, and tell him he would be gisd to 
speak to him. The message was deUvered, and Barnard declared be woiki 
wait upon his grace next Thursday, at half an hour after ten in the morai&g. 
He was punctual to his appointment, and no sooner appeared than the duke re- 
cognised him to be the person to whom he had spoke in the park and the abbey. 
Having conducted him into an apartment, and shut the door, he asked, as 
before, if he had any thing to communicate ; and was answered, as foruierlj, 
in the negative. Then the duke repeated every circumstance of this strsMe 
transaction ; to which Barnard listened with attention and surprise, yet wits- 
out exhibiting any marks of conscious guilt or confusion. The duke obscniag, 
that it was matter of astonishment to see letters of such import written widi 
the correctness of a scholar ; the other repliedr that a man might be very petr 
and very learned at the same time. When be saw the fourth letter, in wniek 
his name was mentioned, with the circumstance of his father's absence, be said, 
" It is very odd, my father was then out of town :" an expression the aore 
remarkable, as the letter was without date, and he could not, as an innocent 
man, be supposed to know at what time it was written. The duke, bsring 
made him acquainted with the particulars, told him, that if he vras innocent he 
ought to use his endeavours to detect the writer of the letters, especially of the 
last, in which he was expressly named. To this admonition he retoned ao 
other answer but a smile, and then withdrew. — He was afterwards taken into 
custody, and tried at the Old Bailey, for sending a threatening letter, eoatraij 
to the statute : but no evidence could be found to prove the letters were of his 
handwriting ; nor did any presumption appear against him, except his being ii 
Hyde-park, and in Westminster abbey, at the time and place appointed in the 
first two letters. On the other hand, Mr. Barnard proved, that on the Sanday, 
when he saw the duke in Hyde-park, he was on his way to Kensington, on par- 
ticular business, by his father's order, signified to him that very morning : that 
he accordingly went thither, and dined with his uncle, in company with several 
ether persons, to whom he related what had passed between the duke of Mvi- 
boroogh and him in the park : that his being afterwards in Westminster-abbey 
was the effect of mere accident : that Mr. .Tames Greenwood, his kinsman, who 
had lain the preceding night at his father's house, desired him to dress himself, 
that they might walk together in the park; and he did not comply with his re- 
quest till after much solicitation : that he proposed to enter the park withool 
pssaing through the abbey, but was prevailed upon by Mr. Greenwood, who 
expressed a desire of seeing the newly-erected monument of general Haigrare: 
that as he had formerly communicated to his friend the strange circumstance of 
the duke's speaking to him in Hyde-park, Mr. Greenwood no sooner saw that 
nobleman in the abbey, than he gave notice to Mr. Barnard, who was very 
short-sighted ; and that from his passing them several times, concluding he 
wanted to speak with Mr. Barnard alone, lie quitted him, and retired into the 
choir, that they might commune together without interruption. It likewise ap- 
peared, from undoubted evidence, that Barnard had often mentioned openly, to 
his friends and acquaintance, the circumstances of what passed between hia 
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highest satisfaction in being able to lay before them any i75d. 

event that might promote the honour and interest of his 

kingdoms : that in consequence of their advice^ and en- 
abled by the assistance which they unanimously gave, 
his majesty had exerted his endeavours to carry on the 
war in the most vigorous manner, in order to attain that 
desirable end, always to be wished, a safe and honourable 
peace ^: that it had pleased the divine Providence to bless 
his measures and arms with success in several parts, and 
to make the enemies of the nation feel, that the strength 
of Great Britain is not to be provoked with impunity: 
that the conquest of the strong fortress of Louisbourg, 
with the islands of Cape Breton and St. John, the demo* 
lition of Frontenac, of the highest importance to his oper- 
ations in America, and the reduction of Senegal, could 
not fail to bring gVeat distress on the French commerce 
and colonies, and, in proportion, to procure great advan- 
tage to those of Great Britain. He observed, that France 
had also been made sensible, that whilst her forces are 
sent forth to invade and ravage the dominions of her 
neighbours, her own coasts are not inaccessible to his 
majesty's fleets and armies ; a truth which she had expe- 



and the duke in the park and in the abbey : that his father was a man of ud- 
Uemiihed reputation, and in affluent circumstances : that he himself was never 
reduced to any want, or such exigence as might impel him to any desperate 
methods of obtaining money : that bis fidelity had been often tried, and his life 
always irreprtKSchabie. For these reasons he was ac<^uitted of the crime laid to 
his charge ; and the mystery remains to this day undiscovered. 

After all, the author of the letters does not seem to have had any real design 
to extort money, because the scheme was very ill calculated for that purpose ; 
and indeed could not possibly take effect, without the most imminent nsk of 
detection. Perhaps his aim was nothing more than to gratify a petulance and 
peculiarity of humour, b? alarming the duke, exciting the curiosity of the pub- 
lic, puizling the multitude, and giving rise to a thousand ridiculous conjectures. 
If any thing more was intended, and the duke earnestly desired to know the 
extent of the scheme, he might, when be closetted the person suspected, have 
encouraged him to a declaration, by promising inviolable secrecy on his word 
and honour, in which any man would nave confided as a sacred obligation. On 
the whole, it is surprising that the death of the duke, which haroened in the 
course of this year, was never attributed to the secret practices of this incendi- 
ary correspondent, who had given him to understand, that his vengeance, though 
slow, would not be the less certain. 

^ In the month of August the king, in the Quality of elector of Hanover, hav- 
ing occasion for two hundred thousand pounas, a loan by subscription for that 
sum was opened at the bank, and filjed immediately by seven or eight money 
dealers of London. 

VOL. IV. B b 
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1756. rionced in the demolition of the works at Cherbourg, 
erected at a great expense, with a partieiilar ticw to 
annoy England, as well as in the loss of a great munher 
of ships and Teasels ; but no treatment, however injurioui 
to his majesty, could tempt him to make retaliation on the 
innocent subjects of that crown. He told them» that in 
Germany his majesty's good brother the king of Pnusia, 
and prince Ferdinand of Brunswick^ had found full em- 
ployment for the enemies of France and her opnfaderatcs, 
from which the EngUsh operations, both by aea and in 
America, had derived the most evident advantage ; their 
successesi owing, under God, to their able conduct, and 
the bravery of his majesty's troops and those of hia aUiei, 
having been signal and glorious. The king, nsoreoYcr, 
commanded them to declare, that the conuBAOU cause of 
liberty and independency was still making noble and glo- 
rious efforts against the unnatural union fbnned to op- 
press it : that the commerce of his subjecta^ the source of 
national riches, had, by the vigilant proteotion received 
from his majesty's fleet, flourished in a manner not to be 
paralleled during such troubles. In this atate of things, 
he said, the king, in his wisdom, thought it unnecessary 
to use many words to persuade them to bear up against 
all difficulties, effectually to stand by and defend Ids ma- 
jesty, vigorously to support the king of Prusaia and the 
rest of his majesty's allies, and to exert themselves to re- 
duce their enemies to equitaUe terms of accommodatioD. 
He observed to the house of commons^ that the uncom- 
mon extent of this war, in different parts, occasioned it to 
be uncommonly expensive : that the king had ord^ed 
them to declare to the commons, that he sincerely la- 
mented, and deeply felt for, the burdens of his people : 
that the several estimates were ordered to be laid before 
them ; and that he desired only such supplies as should 
be requisite to push the war with advantage, and be ade- 
quate to the necessary services. In the last place, he as- 
sured them, the king took so much satisfaction in that good 
harmony which subsisted among his faithful subjects, that 
it was more proper for him now to thank them for it, 
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than te repeat his exhortation to it: that this union, 1758. 
necessary at all times, was more especially so in such 
critical conjunctures; and his majesty doubted not but 
the good effects the nation had found from it would be 
the strongest motives to them to pursue it. — The reader 
will no doubt be surprised to find this harangue abound 
with harshness of period and inelegancy of expression : he 
will wonder that, in particularising the successes of the 
year in America, no mention is made of the reduction of 
fort Du Quesne on the river Ohio ; a place of great im- 
portance, both from its strength and situation, the ereetiott 
of which had been one great motive to the war between 
the two nations: but he will be stiU more surprised to 
hear it declared from the throne, that the operations, both 
by sea and in America, had derived the most evident ad- 
vantage from the war in Germany: an assertion the 
more extraordinary, as the British ministry, in their an- 
swer to the Parallel, which we have already mentioned, 
had expressly affirmed, that '^ none but such as are unac- 
quainted with the maritime force of England can believe, 
that without a diversion on the continent, to employ part 
of the enemy's force, she is not in a condition to hope for 
success, and maintain her superiority at sea: that they 
must be very ignorant, indeed, who imagine that the 
-forces of England are not able to resist those of France, 
unless the latter be hindered from turning all her efforts 
to the sea." It is very remarkable, that the British mini- 
stry should declare that the war in Germany was &vottrabie 
to the English operations by sea and in America, and 
almost in the same breath accuse the French king of 
having fomented that war. Let us suppose that France 
had no war to maintain in Europe ; a^d ask in what man- 
ner she, in that case, would have opposed the progress of 
the British arms by sea and in America. Her navy was 
reduced to such a condition, that it durst not quit her 
harbours ; her merchant ships were all taken, her mariners 
confined in England, and the sea was covered with Brit- 
ish cruisers: in these circumstances, what expedients 
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17M. could she have contrived for sending supplies and rein- 
forcements to America, or for opposing the naval arma- 
ments of Great Britain in any other part of the world? — 
None. Without ships and mariners^ her troops, ammu- 
nition, and stores, were in this respect as useless as money 
to a man shipwrecked on a desolate island. But granting 
that the war in Germany had, in some measure, diverted 
the attention of the French ministry from the prosecntion 
of their operations in America, (and this is granting mote 
than ought to be allowed,) the question is not, whether 
the hostilities upon the continent of Europe prevented 
France from sending a great number of troops to Canada; 
but whether the war in Germany was either necessary or 
expedient for distressing the French more efiectually in 
other parts of the world. Surely every intelligent man of 
candour must answer in the negative. The expense in- 
curred by England for subsidies and armies in the empire, 
exceeded three millions sterling annually ; and this enor- 
mous expense, without being able to protect Hanover, 
only served to keep the war alive in different parts of 
Germany. Had one half of this sum been employed in 
augmenting and extending the naval armaments of Great 
Britain, and in reinforcing her troops in America and the 
West Indies, France would have been, at this day, de- 
prived of all her sugar colonies, as well as of her settle- 
ments on the continent of America ; and being absolutely 
cut off from these sources of wealth, would have found it 
impracticable either to gratify her subsidiaries, or to main- 
tain such formidable armies to annoy her neighbours. 
These are truths which will appear to the conviction of 
the pubUc, when the illusive spells of unsubstantial vic- 
tory are dissolved, and time shall have dispersed the thick 
mists of prejudice which now seem to darken and perplex 
the understanding of the people. 

VI. The conduct of the administration was so agree- 
able to both houses of parliament, that in their address to 
the throne they expressed their unshaken zeal and loyalty 
to his majesty *s person, congratulated him on the success 
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of his arms, and promised to support his measures and I7sa. 

allies with steadiness and alacrity*. It was probably in 

consequence of this assurance, that a new treaty between 
Great Britain and Prussia was concluded at London on 
the seventh day of December, importing, that as the bur-- 
densome war in which the king of Prussia is engaged, 
lays him under the necessity of making fresh efforts to de- 
fend himself against the multitude of enemies who attack 
his dominions, he is obliged to take new measures with the 
king of England, for their reciprocal defence^ and safety ;^ 
and his Britannic majesty hath at the same time signified 
his earnest desire to strengthen the friendship subsisting* 
between the two courts, and, in consequence thereof, to 
conclude a formal convention, for granting to his Prussian* 
majesty speedy and powerful assistance, their majesties 
have nominated snd authorised their nunisters to concert 
and settle the following articles : — All former treaties be- 
tween the two crowns, particularly that signed at West- 
minster on the sixteenth day of January, in the year 1756, 
and the convention of the eleventh of April in the year 
1758, are confirmed by the present convention of the^ 
eleventh of April, in the year 1758, in their whole tenor, 
as if they were herein inserted word for word. The king- 
of Great Britain shall cause to be paid at London, to sucb 
person or persons as shall be authorised by the king of 
Prussia for that end, the sum of four millions of rix- 
doUars, making six hundred and seventy thousand pounds, 
sterling, at one payment, immediately on the exchange of 
the ratification, if the king of Prussia shall so require. 

« That the charge of disaffection to the king'a penoo, which was so loudly 
tnimpcted by former ministers and their adherents against those who hads 
honesty and courage to oppose the measures of a weak and corrupt admioistra- 
tion, was entirely false ana without foundation,, appeared at this juncture, wheii> 
in the midst of a cruel, oppressive, and continental war, maintained by the blood, 
and treasure of Great Bntaio, all opposition ceased in both houses of parliament. 
The addresses of thanks ta his majesty, which are always dictated by the imme- 
diate servants of the crown, were unanimously adopted in both houses, and not 
only couched in terms of applause, but even inflated with expressions of rapture* 
and admiration. They declared themselves sensible that the operations of Ureat 
Britain, both by sea and in America, had received the most evident and im- 
portant advantages from the maintenance of the war in Germany, and seemed/ 
eager to espouse any measure that might gratify the inclinations of the sove-. 
reign. 
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i?58. Hk Prassian majesty shall ein)ploy the and sum in au^ 
'~~' portiiig and augmetiting his forcesi which ahall aet in aueh 

Manner as shall be of the greatest senrioe to the commiNi 
cause» and contribute most to the mutual defence and 
safety of their said majesties. The long of Great Britain, 
both as king and elector, and the king of Prussia* rect- 
procally bind themseives not to concludei with the 
powers that have taken part in the present war, any 
treaty of peace, truce, or other such like convention, bul 
by common adnce and consent, each expressly including 
therein the other. The ratification of the present conTen- 
tion shall be exchanged -within six weeks, or aooner, if 
possible. In effect, this treaty was no other than a re- 
newal of the subsidy from year to year, because it was 
not thought proper to stipulate in the first subsidiary con- 
rention an annual supply of such importance until the 
war should be terminated, lest the people of Enghmd 
should be alarmed at the prospect of such suooesaiTe bur- 
dens, and the complaisance of the commons be in sobm 
fiiture session exhausted. On the whole, thia was psr- 
haps the most extraordinary treaty that ever was eoB*» 
eluded ; for it contains no specification of articles, except 
the payment of the subsidy : every other article wu left 
to the interpretation of his Prussian majesty. 
A. D. 1759. VII. The parliament, having performed the ceremony 
of addresses to the throne, immediately proceeded to the 
great work of the supply. The two conunittees in die 
house of commons were immediately established, and con- 
tinued by adjournments to the month of May, by the 
twenty-third day of which all their resolutions were teken. 
They voted sixty thousand men, including fourteen thoa- 
sand eight hundred and forty-five marines, for the service 
of the ensuing year; and for the operations by land, a 
body of troops amounting to fifty-two thousand five hun- 
dred and fifty-three efibctive men, besides the auxiliaries 
of Hanover, Hesse, Brunswick, Saxe-Gotha, and Bucka- 
bourg, to the number of fifty thousand, and five battalions 
on the Irish establishment in actual service in America 
and Africa. For the maintenance of the sixty thousand 
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men employed iti the sea eerviee* they granted three mi^ 1769. 
lions one hundred and twenty thousand pounds; for the 
land forces, one million two hundred and fifty-six tbou<> 
sand one hundred and thirty pounds fifteen shillings and 
twopence ; for the charge of the additional five battalions^ 
forty thousand eight hundred and seventy-nine pounds 
thirteen shillings and ninepence ; for the pay of the ge« 
neral and staff officers^ and hospitals of the land fcurces^ 
fifty-two tlKMisand four hundred and eighty-four pounds 
one shilling and eightpence ; toit maintaiiung the garrisona 
in the plantations, Gibraltar, Nova Scotia, Newfound«- 
land, Providence, Cape Breton, and Senegal, the sum of 
seven hundred and forty-two thousand five hundred and 
thirty-one pounds five shillings and sevenpence ; for the 
charge of ordnance for land service, two hundred and 
twenty thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine pounds 
eleven shillings and ninepence ; for extraordinary service 
performed by the same office, and not provided for by 
parliament in the course of the preceding year, three bun*- 
dred and twenty-three thousand nine hundred and eighty- 
seven pounds thirteen shillings and threepence; for the 
ordinary of the navy, including half pay to sea officers^ 
two hundred and thirty-eight thousand four hundred and 
ninety-one |)Ounds nine shillings and eightpence ; towards- 
the support of Greenwich hospital, and for the out-pen- 
sioners of Chelsea college, the sum of thirty-aix thousand 
pounds. They allotted for one year's expense incurred 
by the foreign troops in the pay of Great Britain, one 
million two hundred and thirty-eight thousand one hun- 
dred and seventy-seven pounds nineteen shillings and ten«> 
pence, over and above sixty thousand pounds for enabling 
his majesty to fulfil his engagements with the landgrave of 
Hesse^Cassel, pursuant to the separate article of a new 
treaty concluded between them in the month of January 
of this current year, stipulating, that this sum should be 
paid to his sevene highness in order to fiusilitate the means 
by which he might again fix his residence in his own do* 
minions, and by his presence give fresh courage to his 
faithfiil sul^ects^ Eighty thousand po«nds were granted 
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1769. for eiutbling his majesty to discbarge the like sum railed 
in pursuance of an act passed in the preceding session, 
and charged upon the fint aids or suppliea to be granted 
in this session of parliament. The sum of two hundred 
thousand pounds was voted towards the building and re- 
pairing ships of war for the ensuing year. Fifteen thou- 
sand pounds were allowed for improving London bridge; 
and forty thousand on account of the Foundling hospitsL 
For the charge of transports to be employed in the course 
of the year they assigned six hundred and siztjr-BeveD 
thousand seven hundred and twenty-one pounds ninetees 
shillings and sevenpence :. for maintaining the colonies of 
Nova Scotia and Georgia, they bestowed twenty-fire 
thousand two hundred and thirty-eight pounds ihirteso 
shillings and fivepence. To replace sums taken from the 
sinking fund, thirty-three thousand two hundred and 
fifty-two pounds eighteen shillings and tenpence half- 
penny; for maintaining the British forts and settlement! 
on the coast of Africa, ten thousand pounds ; and for 
paying off the mortgage on an estate devised for the en- 
dowment of a professorship in the university of Csm- 
bridge, the sum of twelve hundred and eighty pounds. 
For the expense of the militia they voted ninety thousand 
pounds ; for extraordinary expenses relating to the land 
forces, incurred in the course of last year, and unpro- 
vided for by parliament, the sum of four hundred and 
fifty-six thousand seven hundred and eighty-five pounds 
ten shillings and fivepence three farthings. For the pur- 
chase of certain lands and hereditaments, in order to se- 
cure the king's docks at Portsmouth, Chatham, and Ply- 
mouth, they granted thirty-six thousand nine hundred 
and sixty-six pounds two shillings and tenpence. They 
voted two hundred thousand pounds for enabling his ma- 
jesty to give proper compensations to the respective pro- 
vinces in North America, for the expenses that had been 
incurred in levying and maintaining troops for the service 
of the public. They granted twenty thousand pounds to 
the East India company, towards enabling them to defray 
the expense of a military force in their settlements ; and 
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the same sum was granted for carrying on the fortification 1759. 
to secure die harbour of Milford. To make good several ~ 

sums issued by his majesty, for indemnifying the inn- 
holders and victuallers of Hampshire for the expenses 
they had incurred in quartering the Hessian auxiliaries in 
England; for an addition to the salaries of judges, and 
other less considerable purposes; they allowed the sum 
of twenty-six thousand one hundred and seventy-eight 
pounds sixteen shillings and sixpence. Finally, they 
voted one million upon account, for enabling the king to 
defray any extraordinary expense of the war, incurred or 
to be incurred, for the service of the current year; and to 
take all such measures as might be necessary to disap- 
point or defeat any enterprises or designs of his enemies, 
as the exigency of affairs should require. The sum of all 
the grants voted by the committee of supply amounted ta 
twelve millions seven hundred and sixty-one thousand 
three hundred and ten pounds nineteen shillings and five- 
pence. 

VUI. The commons were stiU employed in delibera- 
tions on ways and means on the twenty-second day of 
May, when Mr. secretary Pitt communicated to them a 
message from the king, couched in these terms : *' Hifr 
majesty, relying on the experienced zeal and affection of 
his faithful commons, and considering that, in this critical 
conjuncture, emergencies may arise, which may be of the 
utmost importance, and be attended with the most per- 
nicious consequences, if proper means should not imme- 
diately be applied to prevent or defeat them, is desirous 
that this house will enable him to defray any extraor- 
dinary expenses of the war, incurred or to be incurred, 
for the service of the year one thousand seven hundred 
and fifly-nine, and to take all such measures as may be 
necessary to disappoint or defeat any enterprises or de- 
signs of his enemies, and as the exigencies of aflfairs may 
require.** This message being read, a motion was made, 
and agreed to nem. am, that it should be referred to the 
committee, who forthwith formed upon it the resolution,* 
whereby one million was granted, to be raised by loans or 
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1769. exchequer bills, chargeable on the firat aids that ahonU 
he gnren in 4he next Bession. This produced a bill eaa- 
biing his majesty to raise the sum of One niUion, for the 
uses and purposes therein mentionedi comprehending a 
clause allowing the bank of England to advance, on the 
credit of the loan therein mentioned, any sum not exceed* 
log a millioni notwithstanding the act of the fifUi and sixth 
years in the reign of William and Mary, by which the 
bank was established. 

IX. The bills relating solely to supply being discussed 
and expedited, the house proceeded, as usual, to ensd 
other laws for the advantage of the community* Peti« 
tions having been presented by the cities of Bristol sad 
New Sarum, alleging, that since the laws prohibiting the 
making of low wines and spirits firom grain, meal, and 
flour, had been in force, the commonalty appeared moie 
sober, healthy, and industrious ; representing the ill cowe- 
quences which they apprehended would attend the repeal 
of these laws, and therefore praying their continuance; a 
committee of the whole house resolved^ that the prohibi- 
tion to export corn should be continued to the twenty- 
fourth day of December, in the year one thousand seren 
hundred and fifty-nine ; subject nevertheless to such pra^ 
visions for shortening the said term of its continuaaoe as 
should therefore be made by an act of that session, ot by 
his majesty with the advice of his privy council during the 
recess of parliament : that the act for discontinuing the 
duties upon com and flour imported, or brought in as 
prixe, was not proper to be further continued : and thai 
the prohibition to make low wines or spirits from any tort 
of grain, meal, or flour, should be continued to the twenty* 
fourth day of December, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty-nine. Before the bill was formed oa 
these resolutions, petitions arrived from Liverpool sod 
Bathi to the same purport as those of Bristol and Sanun; 
while, on -the other hand, a remonstrance was presented 
by a great number of the malt distillers of the city and 
suburbs of London, alleging, that it having been deemed 
expedient to prohibit the distilling of spirita from anj 
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sort of grain to the twenty-fbnrth day of December then I7S9l 
instant, sone of the petitioners had entirely ceased to 
carry on the business of distilling; while others, merely 
vith a yiew to presenre their castomers, the compound 
distillers, and employ some of their serrants, horses, and 
utensils, had submitted to carry on the distillation of 
spirits from molasses and sugars, under great disadvan-* 
tages, in full hope that the said restraint would cease at 
the expiration of the limited time, or at least when the 
necessity which occasioned that restraint should be re* 
moved; that it was with great concern they observed a 
btU would be brought in for protracting the said prohibit 
tioQ, at a time when the price of all manner of grain, and 
particniariy of wheat and barley, was considerably re- 
duced, and, as they humbly eonceired, at a reasonable 
medium. They expatiated on the great loss they, as well 
as many traders and artificers, dependents upon them, 
must sustain in case the said bill should be passed into a 
law. They prayed the house to take these circumstances 
into consideration, and either permit them to carry .on the 
distillation from wheat, mak, and other grain, under such 
restrictions as should be judged necessary; or to grant 
dtem such other relief, in respect of their several losses 
and encumbrances, as to the house "shall seem reasonable 
and expedient. This petition, though strenuously urged 
by a powerful and clamorous body without doors, did 
not meet great encouragement within. It was ordered to 
lie upon the table, and an instruction was given to the 
committee, empowering them to receive a clause or 
clauses to allow the transportation of certain quantities of 
meal, flour, bread, and biscuit, to the island of Guernsey 
and Jersey, for the sole use of the inhabitants ; and an- 
other to prohibit the making of low wines and spirits from 
bran. Much more attention was paid to a petition of * 
several farmers in the county of Norfolk, representing, 
that their farms consisted chiefly of arable land, which 
produced much greater quantities of com than could b^ 
consumed within that county : that in the last harvest there 
was a great a|id plentiful crpp of all sorts of grain, the 
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1759. greatest part of which had, by unfavourable weather, 
been rendered unfit for sale at London, or other markets 
for home consumption : that large quantities of malt were 
then lying at London, arising ch?efly from the crops of 
barley growing in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and fifty-seven, the sale of which was stagnated : that the 
petitioners being informed the house had ordered in a bill 
to continue the prohibition of corn exported, they begged 
leave to observe, that, should it pass into a law, it would 
be extremely prejudicial to all, and ruin many fanners of 
that county, as they had offered their corn for sale at 
divers ports and markets of the said county ; but the mer- 
chants refused to buy it at any price, alleging its being 
unfit for the London market, the great quantity of com 
with which that market was already overstocked, and 
their not being allowed either to export it or make it into 
malt for exportation : they therefore prayc^d this prohibi- 
tion might be removed, or they, the petitioners, indulged 
with some other kind of relief. Although this remon- 
strance was duly considered, the bill passed with the 
amendments, because of the proviso, by which his ma- 
jesty in council was empowered to shorten the date of 
the prohibition with respect to the exportation of corn 
during the recess of parliament ; but the temporary re- 
straint laid upon distillation was made absolute, widiout 
any such condition, to the no small disappointment and 
mortification of the distillers, who had spared no pains 
and expense, by private solicitation, and strenuous dispute 
in the public papers, to recommend their cause to the 
favour of the community. They urged, that malt spirits, 
when used in moderation, far from being prejudicial to 
the health of individuals, were, in many damp and marshy 
parts of the kingdom, absolutely necessary for preserving 
the field labourers from agues, and other distempers pro- 
duced by the cold and moisture of the climate : that if 
they were debarred the use of malt spirits, they would 
have recourse to French brandy, with which, as they 
generally resided near the sea coast, the smugglers would 
provide them almost as cheap as the malt spirits could be 
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afforded ; thus the increased consumption of French spirits 1758!. 
would drain the; nation of ready money to a considerable 
amount, and prejudice the king's revenue in the same 
proportion. They observed, that many distillers had 
already quitted that branch of trade, and disposed of 
their materials : that all of them would probably take the 
same resolution should the bill pass into a law, as no man 
could foresee when the prohibition would cease, should it 
be continued at a time when all sorts of grain abounded 
in such plenty : that the very waste of materials by dbuse^ 
over and above the lying out of the money, would be of 
great prejudice to the proprietor: thus the business of dia* 
tilling, by which so many families were supported, would 
be banished from the kingdom entirely ; especially, as the 
expense of establishing a large distillery was so great, thai 
no man would choose to employ his money for this pur« 
pose, judging from experience that some future accidental 
scarcity of corn might induce the legislature to interpose 
a ruinous delay in this branch of business. They affirmed, 
that from the excessive use of malt spirits no good argu- 
ment could be drawn against this branch of traffic, no 
more than against any other conveniency of life : that the 
excessive use of common beer or ale was prejudicial to 
the health and morals of the people ; yet no person ever 
thought of putting an end to the practice of brewing, in 
order to prevent the abuse of brewed liquors. They 
urged, that in all parts of Great Britain there are some 
parcels of land that produce nothing to advantage but a 
coarse kind of barley, called big, which, though neither 
fit for brewing nor for baking, may nevertheless be used , 
in the distillery, and is accordingly purchased by those 
concerned in this branch at such an encouraging price, as 
enables many farmers to pay a higher rent to their land- 
lords than they could otherwise afford: that there are 
every year some parcels of all sorts of grain so damaged 
by unseasonable weather, or other accidents, as to be 
rendered altogether unfit for bread or brewery, and would 
prove a very great misfortune to the farmer, if there 
was no distillery, for the use of which he could sell his 
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iTfiO. damaged commodilij. They a8aeited« that salt spiiitt 
were absolutely necessary for prosecuting some branchet 
of foreign comnierce, particularly the trade to the coast 
of Africa, for which traffic no assortment could be made 
ap without a large quantity of geneva, of which the na- 
tives are so fond, that they will not traffic with any mer* 
ebant who haa not a considerable quantity, not only ibr 
sale, bnt also for presents to their dueft and mlera: that 
the merchants of Great Britain must either hare this com- 
modity of their own produce, or import it at a great na- 
tional expense from Holland : that the charge of this im- 
portation, together with the duties payable upon it, some 
part of which is not to be drawn back on exportatioo, 
win render it impossible for the traders to sell it so cheap 
on the coast of Africa as it might be sold by the Dutch, 
who are the great rivals of Great Britain in this brsnch 
of cmmnerce* To these arguments, all of which were 
plausible, and some of them unanswerable, it was replied, 
that malt spirits might be considered as a fiUal and 
bewitcliing poison, which had actually debanched the 
minds, and enervated the bodies, of the common peo(de 
to a very deplorable degree : that, withoat entering fin^ 
' ther into a comparison between the use and abuse of the 
two liquors, beer and geneva, it would be sufficient to ob- 
serve, that the use of beer and ale had produced none of 
those dreadful effects which were the consequences of 
drinking geneva ; and since the prohibition of the distil- 
lery of malt liquor had taken place, the common people 
were become apparently more sober, decent, healdiy, and 
industrious; a circumstance sufficient to induce the legi»- 
lature not only to intermit, but even totally to abolbh, the 
practice of distillation, which has ever been productive of 
such intoxication, riot, disorder, and distemper, among 
the lower class of the people, as might be deemed the great- 
est evils incident to a well regulated commonwealth. Their 
assertion with respect to the coarse kind of barley, called 
big, was contradicted as a deviation from truth, inasmuch 
as it was used in making malt, as well as in making bread: 
and with respect to damaged com, those who understood 
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the nature of grata affirmed, tbat if k was spoiled to audi |7^. 
a degree a9 to be altogether unfit for either of tbe30 puf- 
poses, the distillers would not purchase it at such a price 
as would kidemnify the farmer for the charge of threshing 
a|id carriage ; for the distillers are very sensible, that their 
greatest profit is derived firom their distilling the malt 
made from the best barlej!, so that the increase of the 
produce far exceeded in proportion the advanee of the 
price. It waa net, howcTor, an easy matter to prove that 
the distillation of midt spirits was necessary to an ad- 
vantageous prosecution of the commerce on the coast of 
Guinea, as well as among the Indians la some parts of 
North America. Certain it ia,^ that in these branches of 
traffic, the want of geneva may be supplied by spirits dis- 
tilled from sugars and molasses. After all, it must be 
owned that the good and salutary efifects of the prohibi- 
tion were visible in every part of the kingdom; and no 
evil consequences ensued, except a diminution of the 
revenue in this article; a consideration which, at all 
times, ought to be sacrificed to the health and morals of 
the people: nor will this consideration be found of any 
great weight, when we reflect that the less the malt spirit 
is drunk, the greater quantity of beer and ale will be con- 
ftumed, and the produce of the duties and excise upon 
the brewery be augmei^d accordingly* 

X. In the mean time, all sorts of grain continuing to 
fall in price, and great plenty appearing in every part of 
the kingdom, the justices of the peace and the grand ju- 
ries, assembled at the general quarter sessions of the 
peace held for the county of Norfolk, composed and pre* 
sented to the house of commons, in the beginning of Fe^ 
bruary, a petition, representing, that the weather proriog 
unfavourable in the harvest, great part of the barley raised 
in that county was much damaged, and rendered unfit for 
any other use than that of being made into malt for ex- 
portation : that unless it shoidd be speedily maaiifactured 
for that purpose, it would be entirely qpieiled, and perish 
in the hands of the growers; a loss that Quist be very 
sensibly fek by the IwdhoUefs: they, ther^fore^ entreate4 
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1769. that leave might be given for the exportation of malt; and 
that they might be favoured with such further relief as to 
the house should seem just and reasonable. In conse* 
quence of this petition, the house resolved itself into a 
committee, to deliberate upon the subject ; and as it ap- 
peared upon examination, that the price of grain was re- 
duced very low, and great abundance difiUaed through 
the kingdom, they resolved, that the continuance of that 
part of the act prohibiting the exportation of grain, ought 
to be abridged and shortened, and the exportation of 
these commodities allowed, under proper regulations, with 
respect to the time of such exportation, and the allowance 
of bounties thereupon. A bill being founded on these 
resolutions, was discussed, and underwent several amend* 
ments : at length it was sent with a new title to the lords, 
who passed it without further alteration, and then it ob- 
tained the royal sanction. 

XI. While this affair was under the deUberation of the 
committee, the commons unanimously issued an order for 
leave to bring in a bill to continue, for a limited time, tlie 
act of last session, permitting the importation of salted 
beef from Ireland into Great Britain, with an instruction 
to receive a clause extending this permission to all wr\A 
of salted pork, or hog meat, as the officers of the custom- 
house had refused to admit hams from Ireland to an 
entry. The bill likewise received another conaiderable 
alteration, importing that, instead of the duty of one shil- 
ling and threepence, charged by the former act on every 
hundred weight of salted beef or pork imported from Ire- 
land, which was found not adequate to the duty payable 
for such a quantity of salt as is requisite to be used in 
curing and salting thereof; and to prevent as well the ex- 
pense to the revenue, as the detriment and loss which 
would accrue to the owner and importer, from opening 
the casks in which the provision is generally deposited, 
with the pickle or brine proper for preserving the same, 
in order to ascertain the net weight of the provision Uable 
to the said duties ; for these reasons it was enacted, that 
from and after the twenty-fourth day of last December, 
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and during the continuance of this act, a duty of three .1759. 
shillings and fourpence should be paid upon importation ' 
for every barrel or cask of salted beef or pork containing 
thirty-two gallons ; and one shilling and threepence for 
every hundred weight of salted beef, called dried beef, 
dried neat's tongues, or dried hog meat, and so in propor- 
tion for any greater or less quantity. 

XII. Repeated complaints having been made to the 
government by neutral nations, especially the Dutch, that 
their ships had been plundered, and their crews mal- 
treated, by some of the English privateers, the legislature 
resolved to provide effectually against any such out- 
rageous practices for the future ; and with this view the 
commons ordered a bill to be brought in for amending and 
explaining an act of the twenty-ninth year of his ma- 
jesty's reign, entitled, " An act for the encouragement of 
seamen, and more speedy and effectual manning pf his 
majesty's navy." While the committee was employed in 
perusing commissions and papers relating to private ships 
of war, that, they might be fully acquainted with the na* 
ture of the subject, a considerable number of merchants 
and others, inhabiting the islands of Guernsey and Jersey, 
presented a petition to the house, alleging, that the inha* 
bitants of those islands, which lie in the British channel, 
within sight of the French coast, had now, as well as in 
former wars, embarked their fortunes in equipping small 
privateers, which used to run in close with the French 
«hore, and being dbguised like fishing boats, had not 
only taken a considerable number of prizes, to the great 
annoyance of the enemy, but also obtained material intel- 
ligence of their designs on many important occasions; 
that these services could not be performed by large ves- 
sels, which durst not approach so near the coast, and, in- 
deed, could not appear without giving the alarm, which 
was communicated from place to place by appointed 
signals. Being informed that a bill was depending, in 
order to prohibit privateers of small burden, they de- 
x^lared that such a law, if extended to privateers equipped 
in those islands, would ruin such as had invested their 
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1759. fortunes in small private^rsi and Hot only deprive tht 
kingdom of the before^mentioned advantages, but expose 
Great Britain to infinite prejudice from the smaU-armed 
vessels of France, which the enemy, in that case, would 
povLt abroad over the whole channel^ to the great amioy* 
ance of navigation and commerce* They prayed, tbere^ 
fore, that such privateers as belonged to the islands of 
Guernsey and Jersey might be wholly excepted from the 
penalties contained in the bill; or that they (the peti- 
tioners) might be heard by their counsel, and be indulged 
with such relief as the house should judge expedient 
This representation being referred to the considermtion of 
the eommittee, produced divers amendments to the bill, 
which at length obtained the royal assent, and contained 
these regulations : that, after the first day of January in 
the present year, no commission should be granted to a 
privateer in Europe under the burden of one hundied 
tons, the force of ten carriage guns, being three-pounden 
<yr above, with forty men at the least, unless the knds of 
the admiralty, or persons authorised by them, should 
think fit to grant the same to any ship of inferior force or 
burden, the owners thereof giving such bail or security ss 
should be prescribed: that the lords of the admirslty 
might at any time revoke, by an order in writing mider 
their hands, any commission granted to a privateer; this 
revocation being subject to an appeal to hia majesty io 
council, whose determination should be final : that, pre^ 
vious to the granting any commission, the persons propo^* 
ing to be bound, and give security, should severally mske 
oath of their being respectively worth more money tbsn 
the sum for which they were then to be bound, over snd 
above the pa3rment of all their just debts : that personi 
applying for such commissions should make application in 
writing, and therein set forth a particular and exact de- 
acription of the vessel, specifying the burden, and the 
number and nature of the guns on board, to what place 
belonging, as well as the name or names of the principal 
owner or owners, and the number of men ; these parti- 
culars to be inserted in the conumssion ; and every com- 
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mander to ptoduce such commusion to the ctiatom'-boiise YKff. 
officer who should examine the veesel, and, finding hier 
answer the description^ give a certificate thereof gratia, to 
be deemed a necessary clearance, without which the com- 
mander should not depart : diat if, after die first day of 
June, any captain of a privateer should agree for the miH 
torn of any neutral vessel, or the caargo, or any part 
tiitereof, after it -should have been taken as a prise, and in 
pursuance of such agreement sbotild actually diachaorge 
such prize, he should be deemed guilty of piracy ; but diat, 
with respect to contraband merchandise, he might take it 
on board his own ship, with the consent of die commandeif 
of the neutral vessel, and di^n set her at liberty ; and that 
no person should purloin or embeide the said BMrchaix* 
dise before condemnation : that no judge, or otber persoti 
belonging to any court of admiralty, ahoold be coneomed 
in any privateer : that owners of veasda, not being undeff 
fifty, or above one hundred tons, whose oomrniaaions are 
declared void, should be indemnified for tbetr loss by the 
public : that a court of oyer aiid terminer and gaol -de^ 
livery, for the trial of offences committed within the ymi* 
dicdon of the admiralty, shoald be held twice a year in 
the Old Bailey at London, or in such otber place within 
England as the board of admiralty should appoint: that 
the judge of any court of admiralty, after an appeal inters 
posed, as well as before, should, at the request of the 
captor or claimant, issue an order for aj^praising the 
capture, when the parties da not agree upon tbe value, 
and an inventory to be taken ; then exact security for the 
full value, and cause the capture to be delivered to die 
person giving such security; but, should objection be 
made to the taking such sefcurity, the judge shotrtd, at the 
request of either party, order such merchandise to be en- 
tered, landed, and sold at public auction, and the produce 
to be deposited at the bank, or in some public secedes; 
and in case of security being given, the judge aho^ild 
grant a pass in favour of the capture. Finally, die force 
of this act was limited to the duration of the then wMr 
with France only. This «egttlati{m ii«qr AwAf demoA- 
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1769. stratedy Chat whatever violences might have been com- 

"~ mitted on the ships of the neutral nations, they were by 

no means countenanced by the legislature, or the body of 
the people. 

XIII. Every circumstance relating to the reformation 
ef the marine must be an important object to a nation 
whose wealth and power depend upon navigation and 
commerce: but a consideration of equal -weight was the 
establishment of the militiai which, notwithstanding the 
repeated endeavours of the parliament, was found still in- 
complete, and in want of further assistance from the legis* 
lature. His majesty having, by the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, recommended to the house the making suitable 
provision for defraying the charges of the militia during 
the current year, the accounts of the expense already in- 
curred by this establishment were referred to the comnuttee 
of supply, who, after having duly perused them, resolved, 
that ninety thousand pounds should be granted on account, 
towards defraying the charges of pay and clothing for the 
milida, from the last day of the last year to the twenty-fifth 
day of March, in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
sixty, and for repaying a sum advanced by the king for 
this service. Leave was given to bring in one bill pur- 
suant to this resolution, and another to enforce the execu- 
tion of the laws relating to the militia, remove certain diffi- 
culties, and prevent the inconveniencies by which it might 
be attended. So intent were the majority on both sides 
upon this national measure, that they not only carried 
both bilk to the throne, where they received the royal 
assent, but they presented an address to. the king, desir- 
ing his majesty would give directions to his lieutenants of 
the several counties, ridings, and places in England, to 
use their utmost diligence and attention for carrying into 
execution the several acts of parliament relating to the 
militia. By this time all the individuals that constituted 
the representatives of the people, except such as actually 
served in the army, were become very well disposed to- 
wards this institution. Those who really wished well to 
their country bad always exerted themselves in its favour; 
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land it was now likewise espoused by those who foresaw that 1759. 
the establishment of a national militia would enable the " 
administration to send the greater number of regular 
troops to fight the battles of Grermany. Yet how zealous 
soever the legislature might be in promoting this institu- 
tion, and notwithstanding the success with which many 
patriots exerted their endeavours through different parts 
of the kingdom in raising and disciplining the militia, it 
was found not only difficult, but almost impracticable, to 
execute the intention of the parliament in some particular 
counties, where the gentlemen were indolent and ener- 
vated, or in those places where they looked upon their 
commander with contempt. Even Middlesex itself, where 
the king resides, was one of the last counties in which the 
militia could be arrayed. In allusion to this backward- 
ness, the preamble or first clause in one of the present 
acts imported, that certain counties, ridings, and places 
in England had made some progress in establbhing the 
militia, without completing the same, and that, in certain 
other counties, little progress had been made therein; 
his majesty's lieutenants and the deputy lieutenants, and 
all others within such counties or districts, were therefore 
strictly required speedily and diligently to put these aeta 
in execution. The truth is, some of these unwarUke com- 
manders failed through ignorance and inactivity; others 
gave or offered commissions to such people as threw a 
ridicule and contempt upon the whole establishment, and 
consequently hindered many gentlemen of worth, spirit,, 
and capacity, from engaging in the service. The mutiny 
bill, and that for the regulation of the marine forces while 
on shore, passed through the usual forms, as annual mea- 
sures, without any dispute or alteration ^« 

*■ The Dezt bill thit fell under the cogoinDce of the house related to a lavr 
transaction* and was suggested by a petition presented in the name of the 
sheriffs and grantees of post-fines under the crown of England. They enume- 
rated and explained the difficulties under which they laboured, in raising and 
collecting these fines within the respective counties; particularly when the 
estate conveyed by fine was no more, than a right of reversion, in which case 
they could not possibly levy the post-fine unless the purchaser should obtain 
possession within the term of their sheriffalty, or pay it of his own free will, as 
they could od distrain while the lands were in posseaiioD of the donee. They 
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I7S§. XIV. A conmil>tee hairiiig b«en appditiied W inqiwe 

what hv8 w«r© expired, or Mar expiriiig> «Ad to lepon 

ihsir opinion lo iJie houae touching the reviv^ or caor 
tinufttion €»f these law8» they agreed to several resolutioBis 
in confioqnence of which the following bills were broughl 
kiy and enacted into laws ; namely, an act for regulatiqg 
the iastage and ballaatage of the river Tbamee; an act 
for continuing the law relating to the puniahneot of p«> 
sons going anned or disguised; an act for eontinuiiig 
several laws near eipiriag; an act coBcemii^ the admea* 
sureaient of ooals ; an act for the relief of debtors, with 
respect to the unprieonnient of their peraoBs« This last 
was almost totally meiamorphosed by altemtioiia» amend* 
mentB* and additioiis, a»OBg which the most remariEabk 
were these: that where mere creditors than one ahsO 
charge any prisoner in execution^ and desire to have laai 
detained in prison ^ they shall only respectively pay Un 
each such weekly sum, not exceeding one shilling and siz- 
pcBoe per week, as the coiirt, 4t the time of bis being rs- 
manded^ shall direct : that if any prisoner, desmbed by 
tlie act, shall remain in prison three months after being 
enonmitted, any creditor may compel him lo give into 
eoart, upon oath, an account of his real and pemonsl 
estate, to be disposed of for the benefit of his 



Uier«£Bf« proposed a method for raiting Ibeoc poai-fioM ¥y a prav^ officer, ta 
be appointed for that purpose ; and prayed that leave might be given to brio^ 
ift a bill accordingly. This petition was seconded by a message IWmd tha kihfr 
importing, that his majesty, as far as his interest was concerned, gave his ooa- 
sent that the house might act in this affair as tney should think proper. 

The commons, in a oomviittee of the whole booao. baving tebeD kite c««si- 
deration the merits of the petition, formed several resolutions; upon which a 
bin was founded for the more regular and easy collecting, accontniog ibr, m^ 
paying of poet-fines, which should be due to the csown, or to the fiwttei 
thereof under the crown, and for the ease of sheriffs in respect to the same. 
Before it passed into a law, howerer, It was opposed by a petiticfi in favoersf 
one William Daw, a lunatic, clerk to the king's silver-office, alleging, tiuU 
should the bill pass, it would deprive the said Daw and his successors of so 
aacieat Ice belonging to his office, on searches made ftir post-iiaes by the lader 
shcrifla of the several counties ; therefore, praying that sach provisioe might be 
made for the said lunatic as to the house should seem juat and reasonble* 
This, and divers otiier petitions respecting the bill, being diacnsaed in the com* 
roittee, it underwent several amendments, and was enacted into a law; the 
particalars of which cannot be properly understood without a urevicnis eapiana- 
tton of this metixMl of conreying estates ; a subject obscure la itself, lisuoded 
upon a seeming subterfuge of law, scarce reconcileable with tlie dictates «( 
cMMaon sense, aod constqueolly imppoper ler the pea ef aa hiAottaii. 
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they consenting to hia being discharged. Why the hu- 1769. 
inanity of this kiw was confined to those prisoners only ~ 

who are not charged in execution with any debt exoeed-> 
ing one hundred pounds^ cannot easily be conceived. A 
man who, through unavoidable misfortunes, hath sunk 
from affluence to misery and indigence, is generally a 
greater object of compassion than he who never knew the 
delicacies of life, nor ever enjoyed credit sufficient to con- 
tract debts to any considerable amount ; yet the latter is 
by this law entitled to his discharge, or at least to a main- 
tenance in prison; while the former is left to starve in 
gaol, or undergo perpetual imprisonment, amidst all th^ 
horrors of misery, if he owes above one hundred pounds 
to a revengeful and unrelenting creditor. Wherefore, in 
a country the people of which justly pique themselves 
upon charity and benevolence, an unhappy fellow-citizen, 
reduced to a state of bankruptcy by unforeseen losses in 
trade, should be subjected to a punishment which, of all 
others, must be the most grievous to a free-born Briton, 
namely, the entire loss of liberty ; a punishment which 
the most flagrant crime can hardly deserve, in a nfttion 
that disclaims the torture; for, doubtless, perpetual im- 
prisonment must be a torture infinitely more severe than 
death, because protracted through a series of years spent 
in misery and despair, without one glimmering ray of 
hope, without the most distant prospect of deliverance : 
wherefore the legulature should extend its humanity ta 
those only who are the least sensible of the benefit, be# 
cause the most able to struggle under misfortune; and 
wherefore many valuable individuals should, for no guilt 
of their own, be not only ruined to themselves, but lost to 
ilm community ; are questions which we cannot resolve tQ 
the satisfaction of the reader. Of all imprisoned debtors, 
those who are confined for large sums may be deemed 
the most wretched and forlorn, because they have generf 
fdly fallen from a sphere of life where they had little acr 
quaintance with necessity, and were altogether ignorant of 
the arts by which die severities q{ indigence afe alle<f 
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1759. viated. On the other hand, those of the lower claas of 

mankind, whose debts are small, in proportion to the ntr- 

rowness of their former credit, have not the same delicate 
feelings of calamity. They are inured to hardship, and 
accustomed to the labour of their hands, by which, even 
in a prison, they can earn a subsistence. Their reverse 
of fortune is not so great, nor the transition so affecting. 
Their sensations are not delicate ; nor are they, like thai 
betters in misfortune, cut off from hope, which is the 
wretch's last comfort. It is the man of sentiment and sen- 
sibility, who in this situation is overwhelmed with a con* 
plication of misery and ineffitble distress. The mortifica- 
tion of his pride, his ambition blasted, his family undone, 
himself deprived of liberty, reduced firom opulence to 
extreme want, from the elegancies of life to the most 
squalid and frightful scenes of poverty and affliction; di- 
vested of comfort, destitute of hope, and doomed to linger 
out a wretched being in the midst of insult, violence, riot, 
and uproar : these are reflections so replete with horror, 
as to render him, in all respects, the most miserable ob- 
ject on the face of the earth. He, alas! though possessed 
of talents that might have essentially served and even 
adorned society, while thus restrained in prison, and aA 
fected in mind, can exert no faculty, nor stoop to any 
condescension, by which the horrors of his fate might be 
assuaged. He scorns to execute the lowest offices of 
menial services, particularly in attending those who are 
the objects of contempt or abhorrrence : he is incapable 
of exercising any mechanic art, which might afford a 
happy though a scanty independence. Shrunk within 
his dismal cell, surrounded by haggard poverty, and her 
gaunt attendants, hollow-eyed famine, shivering coid, and 
wan disease, he wildly casts his eyes around : he sees the 
tender partner of his heart weeping in silent woe; he 
hears his helpless babes clamorous for sustenance; he 
feels himself the importunate cravings of human nature, 
which he cannot satisfy; and groans with all the compli- 
cated pangs of internal anguish, horror, and despair. 










GEORGE- THE SECOND. S9S 

These are not the fictions of idle fancy, but real pictures I7fi9. 
drawn from nature, of which almost every prison in Eng* 
land will a£fbrd but too many originals. 

XV. Among other new measures, a successful attempt 
was made in favour of Ireland, by a bill permitting the 
free unportation of cattle from that kingdom for a limited 
time. This, however, was not carried through both 
houses without considerable opposition, arising from the 
particular interests of certain counties and districts in se- 
veral parts of Great Britain, from whence petitions against 
the bill were transmitted to the commons. Divers arti- 
fices were also used within doors to saddle the bill with 
such clauses as might overcharge the scheme, and render 
it odious or alarming to the public : but the promoters of 
it being aware of the design, conducted it in such a man- 
ner as to frustrate all their views, and convey it safely to 
the throne, where it was enacted into a law. The like 
success attended another effort in behalf of our fellow 
subjects in Ireland. The bill for the importation of Irish 
cattle was no sooner ordered to be brought in, than the 
house proceeded to take into consideration the duties then 
payable on the unportation of tallow from the same king- 
dom; and several witnesses being examined, the com- 
mittee agreed to a resolution, that these duties should 
cease and determine for a limited time. A bill being 
formed accordingly, passed through both houses without 
opposition ; though in the preceding session a bill to the 
same purpose had miscarried among the peers ; a miscar-' 
riage probably owing to their being unacquainted with thcf 
sentiments of his majesty, as some of the duties upon tallow 
constituted part of one of the branches appropriated for 
the civil list revenue. This objection, however, was obvi- 
ated in the case of the present bill, by the king's message 
to the house of commons, signifying his majesty's consent, 
as far as his interest was concerned in the affair. By this 
new act the free importation of Irish tallow was permitted 
for the term of five years. 

. XVI. In the month of February the commons presented 
an address to his majesty, requesting that he would give 
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1769. directiona for kying before the house an aoconnt of what 
had beea done, since the beginning of last year, towards 
securing the harbour of Milford» in pursuance of any dk> 
rections from his ms^esty. Tbeae iKscoants being perused, 
and the king having, by the chancellor of the exchequer, 
exhorted them to make provision for fortifying the said 
harbour, a bill was brought in to explain, amend, and ie»- 
der more effectual* the act of the laal session relating t» 
this subject; and, passing through both houses, reeeivad 
the royal assent without opposition. By this act several 
engineers were added to the commiasionera fimnerly ap^ 
pointed ; and it was ordained that fortifications should bs 
erected at Peter-church point, Weatlanyon prnnt, and 
Neyland point, as being the most proper and beat aitoaled 
places for fortifying the interior parts of the harbour. It 
was ako enacted, that the commissioners should appoint 
proper secretaries, clerks, aainstants, and other officers, 
for carrying the two acts into execution ; and that an ae* 
count of the application of the money ahould he laid be* 
fore parliament, within twenty days of the opening of 
every session. What next attracted the att^iticm of the 
house was an affiiir of the utmost importance to the coair 
merce of the kingdom, which equally affected the interetl 
of the nation, and the character of the natives. In the 
latter end of February complaint was made to the house, 
that since the commencement of the war an infamous 
traflSc had been set on foot by some merchants of Londooi 
of importing French cloths into several porta of the Ls« 
vant, on account of British sulgects. Five persons wen 
summoned to attend the house, and the faot was Aillj 
proved, not only by their evidence, but also by some 
papers submitted to the house by the Turkey company. 
A bill was immediately contrived for putting a atop to tlus 
scandalous practice, reciting in the preamble, that such 
traffic was not only a manifest discouragement and pre* 
judice to the woollen manufactures of Great Britain, but 
also a relief to the enemy, in consequence of which they 
were enabled to maintain the war against these kingdoms. 
XVil. The next object that employed the attention of 
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the coaiiiMW0» w«6 ta axplain iLnd amend a law made in the vim. 
la«t session for granting to his majesty several rates and 
duties upon offices and pensions. The directions specified 
in the former act for levying this imposition having been 
found inconvenient in many respects, new regulatiena 
were now established, importing, that those deductions 
sliould be paid into the hands of receivers appointed by 
the king for that purpose : that all sums deducted under 
this act should be accounted for to such receivers^ and 
tlie accounts audited and passed by them, and not by the 
auditors of the impress, or of the exchequer : that all dis«» 
putes relating to the collection of this duty should be 
finally, and in a fummary wayt determined by the barons 
of die exchequer in England and Scotland respectively: 
that the commissioners of the iand tax should fix and 
ascertain the sum total or amount of the perquisites of 
every office and employment within their respective dis- 
tricts, distinct fr<mi the salary thereunto belonging, to be 
deducted under the said act, independently of any former 
valuation or assessment of the same to the land tax ; and 
should rate or assess all offices and employments, the per« 
quisites whereof should be found to exceed the sum of 
one hundred pounds per annum, at one shilling for every 
twenty thence arising : that the receivers should transmit 
to the commissioners in every district where any office of 
employment is to be assessed, an account of such officca 
and employments, that upon beusg certified of the truth 
of their amount they might be rated and assessed accord* 
ingly : that in all future assessments of the land tax the 
said offices and employments should not be valued at higher 
rates than those at which they were assessed towards the 
land tax oi the thirty-first year of the present reign : that 
the word perquisite should be understood to mean such 
profits of offices or employments as arise from fiaes esta^ 
blished by custom or authority, and payable either by the 
crown or the subjects, in consideration of business done in 
the course of executing such offices and employments: 
and that a commissioner possessed of any office or employ-* 
ment might not interfere in the execution of the said act, 
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1759. except in what might relate to his own employment. By 
the last four clauses several salaries were exempted from 
the payment of this duty. The objections made without 
doors to this new law were, the accession of pecuniary in- 
fluence to the crown, by the creation of a new office and 
officers, whereas this duty might have been easily col- 
lected and received by the commissioners of the land tax 
already appointed; and the inconsistency that appeared 
between the fifth and seventh clauses : in the former of 
these, the commissioners of the land tax were vested with 
the power of assessing the perquisites of every office 
within their respective districts, independent of any former 
valuation or assessment of the same to the land tax; 
and by the latter, they are restricted from assessing any 
office at a higher rate than that of the thirty-first year of 
the reign of George the second. 

XVIII. In the beginning of March petitions woe 
offered to the house by the merchants of Birmingham in 
Warwickshire, and Sheffield in Yorkshire, specifying that 
the toy trade of these and many other towns consisted ge- 
nerally of articles in which gold and silver might be said to 
be manufactured, though in small proportion, inasmuch as 
the sale of them depended upon slight ornaments of gold 
and silver : that by a clause passed in the last session of 
parliament, obliging every person who should sell goods 
or wares in which any gold or silver was manufactured, to 
take out an annual licence of forty shiUings, they the peti* 
tioners were laid under great difficulties and disadvan- 
tages: that not only the first seUer, but every person 
through whose hands the goods or wares passed to the 
consumer, was required to take out the said licence : they, 
therefore, requested that the house would take these 
hardships and inequalities into consideration, and indulge 
them with reasonable relief. The committee, to which 
this affair was referred, having resolved that this imposi- 
tion was found detrimental to the toy and cutlery trade of 
the kingdom, the house agreed to the resolution, and a 
bill being prepared, under the title of '^ An act to amend 
the act made in the last session, for repealing the duty 
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granted by an act of the sixth year of the reign of his late .1759. 
majestyi on silver plate, and for granting a duty on 
licences to be taken out by all persons dealing in gold and 
silver plate/' was enacted into a law by the royal sanction. 
By this new regulation, small quantities of gold and silver 
plate were allowed to be sold without licence. Instead 
of the duty before payable upon licences, another was 
granted, to be taken out by certain dealers in gold and 
silver plate, pawnbrokers, and refiners. This affair being 
discussed, the house took into consideration the claims of 
the proprietors of lands purchased for the better securing 
of his majesty's docks, ships, and stores at Chatham, Ports« 
mouth, and Plymouth; and for the better fortifying the 
town of Portsmouth and citadel of Plymouth, in pursu* 
ance of an act passed in the last session. We have 
already specified the sum granted for this purpose, in 
consequence of a resolution of the house, upon which a 
bill being founded, soon passed into a law without oppo- 
sition *• 

XIX. In the month of April a bill was brought in for 
the more effectual preventing the fraudulent importation 
of cambrics ; and while it was under deliberation, several 
merchants and wholesale drapers of the city of London 
presented a petition, representing the grievances to which 
they, and many thousands of other traders, would be sub-< 
jected, should the bill, as it then stood, be passed into a 
law. According to their request, they were heard by their 
counsel on the merits of this remonstrance, and some 
amendments were made to the bill in their favour. At 
length it received the royal assent, and became a law to 



-* The next bill which was brooght into the house related to the summons 
issued by the commissioners of the excise, and justices of the peace, for the ap- 
pearance of persons offending against, or for forfeitures incurred by, the laws of 
excise. As some doubts had wisen with respect to the method of summoning 
in such cases, this bill, which obtained the royal assent in due course, enacted, 
that a summons left at the house, or usual place of residence, or with the wife, 
child, or menial servants of the person so summoned, should be held as legal 
notice, as well as the leaving such notice at the house, workhouse, warehouse, 
shop, cellar, vault, or usual place of residence, of such person, directed to him 
by nit risht or assumed name ; and all dealers in coffee, tea, or chocolate, were 
subjected to the penalty of twenty pounds, as often as they should neglect to 
attend the commisaioMrt of excise when summoned in this manner. 
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'f709. the following effect : it enacted, that no cambriee, French 
hiwns, or linent of this kind, uBually entered under iim 
denomination of cambrics, should be imported after the 
first day of next August, but in bales, cases, or bozeti 
eoTered with sackcloth or canvas, ^sontaimiig ea<^ one 
hundred whole pieces, er two hundred half pieces, on 
penalty of forfeiting the whole: that cambrics and French 
lawns should be imported for exportation only, lodged in 
the king's warehouses, and delivered out under like security 
and restrictions as prohibited East India merchandise; 
and, on importation, pay only the half subsidy : that all 
cambrics and French lawns in the custody of any penon 
should be deposited, by the first of August, in the kinjfs 
warehouses, the bonds thereupon delivered up, and the 
drawback on exportation paid ; yet Ae goods should net 
be delivered out again but fbr CRportation : that camhries 
and French lawns exposed to sale, or found in the posses- 
sion of private persons, after the said day, should be for- 
feited, and liable to be searched for and seized, in Hke 
manner as other prohibited and uncustomed goods sre; 
and the offender should forfeit two hundred pounds over 
and above all other penalties and forfeitures inflicted by 
any former act: that if any doubt should arise concerning 
the species or quality of the goods, or the place where 
they were manufactured, the proof should lie on the 
owner : finally, that the penalty of five pounds, iniicted 
by a former set, and payable to the informer, on any per- 
son that should wear any cambric or French lawns, shooM 
still remain in force, and be recoverable, on conviction, by 
oath of one witness, before one justice of the peace. — ^Tbe 
last successful bill which this session produced, was that 
relating to the augmentation of the salaries of the judges 
in his majesty's superior courts of justice. A motion 
having been made for an instruction to the committee of 
supply, to consider of the said augmentation, the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer acquainted the house that this 
augmentation was recommended to them by his majesty. 
Nevertheless the motion was opposed, and a warm debate 
ensued. At length, however> being carried in the Aflbrm* 
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alive, die committee agre&d to ceftain resoltttiom, on itsd. 
which a biH was founded. While it remained tinder did^ " 

cussicm, a motion was made for an instruction to the com- 
mittee, that they should have power to receive a clause or 
clauses for restraining the judges, comprehended within 
the provisions of the bill, from receiving any fee, gift, pre* 
sent, or entertainment from any city, town, borough, or 
corporation, or from any sheriff, gaoler, or other officer, 
upon their several respective circuits, and from taking any 
gratuity from any office or officer of any of the courts c£ 
law. Another motion was made for a clause restraining 
such judges, barons, and justices, as were comprehended 
within the provisions of the bill, from interfering, other* 
wise than by giving their own votes, in any election of 
members to serve in parliament ; but both these proposals 
being put to the vote, were carried in the negative. 
These two motions being overruled by the majority, the 
bill underwent sonle amendments; and having passed 
through both houses in the ordinary course, was enaoted 
into a law by the rojal sanction. With respect to the im- 
port of this act, it is no other than the establishment of 
the several stamp duties applied to the augmentation ; and 
the appropriation of their produce in such a manner, that 
the crown cannot alter the application of the sums thus 
granted in parliament. But on this occasion^ no attempt 
was made in favour of the independency of the judges, 
which seems to have been invaded by a late interpretation 
of, or rather by a deviation from, the act of settlement ; in 
which it is expressly ordained, that the commissions of the 
judges should continue in f&t^ quamdiu 9e bene gesserint; 
that their salaries should be fixed, and none of them re- 
movable but by an address of both houses of parliament. 
It was then, without all doubt, the intention of the legis- 
lature that every judge should enjoy his office during life, 
unless convicted by legal trial of some misbehaviour, or 
unless both bouses of parliament should concur in desiring 
bis removal : but the doctrine now adopted imports, that 
no commission can continue in force longer than the lifo 
of the king by 'Whom it was granted; that, therefore^ the 
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1769. commissions of the judges must be renewed by a new Idng 
at his accession^ who should have it in his power to emploj 
either those whom he finds acting as judges at his acces- 
sion, or confer their offices on others, with no other re- 
straint than that the condition of new commissions should 
be quamdiu 9e bene gesserint. Thus the office of judge is 
rendered more precarious, and the influence of the crown 
receives a considerable reinforcement. 

XX. Among the bills that miscarried in the course of 
this session, we may number a second attempt to cairy 
into execution the scheme which was offered last year for 
the more effectual manning the navy, preventing deser* 
tion, and relieving and encouraging the seamen of Ghreat 
Britain. A bill was accordingly brought in, couched in 
nearly the same terms that had been rejected in the last 
session ; and it was supported by a considerable number 
of members, animated with a true spirit of patriotism: but 
to the trading part of the nation it appeared one of those 
plausible projects, which, though agreeable in speculatioD, 
can never be reduced into practice, without a concomit- 
ancy of greater evils than those they were intended to re- 
move. While the bill remained under the consideratioa 
of the house, petitions were presented against it by the 
merchants of Bristol, Scarborpugh, Whitby, Kingston- 
upon-HuU, and Lancaster, representing, that by such a 
law, the trade of the kingdom, which is the nursery and 
support of seamen at all times, and that spirit of equipping 
private ships of war, which had been of distinguished 
service to the nation, would be laid under such difficulties 
as might cause a great stagnation in the former, and a 
total suppression of the latter ; the bill, therefore, would 
be highly prejudicial to the marine of the kingdom, and 
altogether ineffectual for the purposes intended. A great 
number of books and papers relating to trading ships and 
vessels, as well as to seamen, and other persons protected 
or pressed into the navy, and to expenses occasioned by 
pressing men into the navy, were examined in a committee 
of the whole house, and the bill was improved with many 
amendments ; nay, after it was printed and engrossed, several 
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clauses were added by way of rider ; yet still the ex|>eri* I7fi§. 
ment seemed daDgerous. The motion for its being passed 
was violently opposed ; warm debates ensued ; they were 
adjourned, and resumed ; and the arguments against the 
bill appeared at length in such a striking light, that, when 
the question was put, the majority declared for the nega- 
tive. The regulations which had been made in parlia* 
ment during the twenty-sixth, the twenty-eighth, and 
thirtieth years of the present reign, for the preservation of 
the public roads, being attended with some inconve- 
niencies in certain parts of the kingdom ; petitions were 
brought from some counties in Wales, as well as from the 
freeholders of Herefordshire, the farmers of Middlesex^ 
and others, enumerating the difficulties attending the use 
of broad wheels in one case, and the limitation of horses 
used in drawing carriages with narrow wheels in the other. 
The matter of these remonstrances was considered in a 
committee of the whole house, which resolved, that the 
weight to be carried by all waggons and carts, travelling 
on the turnpike roads, should be limited. On this reso- 
lution a bill was framed, for amending and reducing into 
one act of parliament the three acts before mentioned for 
the preservation of the public highways ; but some objec- 
tions being started, and a petition interposed by the land- 
owners of Suffolk and Norfolk, alleging that the bill, if 
passed into a law, would render it impossible to bring 
fresh provisions from those counties to London, as the 
supply depended absolutely upon the quickness of convey- 
ance, the further consideration of it was postponed to a 
longer day, and never resumed in the sequel ; so that the 
attempt miscarried. 

XXI. Of all the subjects which, in the course of this 
session, fell under the cognizance of parliament, there was 
none that more interested the humanity, or challenged 
the redress, of the legislature, than did the case of the 
poor insolvent debtors, who languished under all the 
miseries of indigence and imprisonment. In the month of 
February a petition was offered to the commons in behalf 
of bankrupts, who represented, that havfaig scrupulously 
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1759. confonned to the laws made concerning bankruptcy, by 
surrendering their all upon oath, for the benefit of their 
creditors, they had nevertheless been refused their certifi- 
cates, without any probability of relief: thai by this cruel 
refusal, many bankrupts have been obliged to abscond, 
while others were immured in prison, and these unhappy 
sufferers groaned under the particular hardship of being 
excluded from the benefit of laws occasionally made for thc^ 
relief of insolvent debtors: that the power vested in credi- 
tors of refusing certificates to their bankrupts was, as the 
petitioners conceived, founded upon a presumption that 
such power would be tenderly exercised, and never but in 
notorious cases ; but the great increase in the number of 
bankrupts within two years past, and the small propor- 
tion of those who had been able to obtain their certificates, 
seemed to demonstrate that the power had been used 
for cruel and unjust purposes, contrary to the intention 
of the legislature : that as the greater part of the pe- 
titioners and their fellow-sufferers must inevitably and 
speedily perish, with their distressed families, unless sea- 
sonably relieved by the interposition of parliament, they 
implored the compassion of the house, from which they 
hoped immediate favour and reUef. This petition was 
accompanied with a printed case, explaining the nature 
of the laws relating to bankrupts, and pointing out their 
defects in point of policy as well as humanity ; but Uttle 
regard was seemingly paid to either remonstrance. Other 
petitions, however, being presented by insolvent debtors, 
imprisoned in different gaols within the kingdom, leave 
was given to bring in a bill for their relief, and a committee 
appointed to examine the laws relating to bankruptcy. 

XXII. Among other petitionary remonstrances on this 
subject, the members were separately presented with the 
printed case of captain George Walker, a prisoner in the 
gaol of the king's bench, who had been declared a bank- 
rupt, and complained that he had been subjected to some 
flagrant acts of injustice and oppression. The case con- 
tained such extraordinary allegations, and the captains 
character was so remarkably fair and interesting, that the 
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committee^ which were empowered to send for persons, 1769. 
papers, and records, resolved to inquire into the parti* ' " 
culars of his misfortune. A motion was made and agreed 
to, that the marshal of the prison should bring the cap- 
tain before the committee ; and the speaker's warrant was 
issued accordingly. The prisoner was produced, and ex- 
amined at several sittings ; and some of the members ex- 
pressed a laudable eagerness to do him justice : but his 
antagonists were very powerful, and left no stone unturned 
to frustrate the purpose of the inquiry, which was dropped 
of course at the end of the session. Thus the unfortu- 
nate captain Walker, who had, in the late war, remark- 
ably distinguished himself at sea by his courage and con- 
duct, repeatedly signalized himself against the enemies of 
his country, was sent back, without redress, to the gloomy 
mansions of a gaol, where he had already pined for 
several years, useless to himself, and lost to the commu- 
nity, while he might have been profitably employed in re- 
trieving his o%fn fortune, and exerting his talents for the 
general advantage of the nation. While this affair was 
in agitation, the bill for the relief of insolvent debtors was 
prepared, printed, and read a second time; but, when 
the motion was made for its being committed, a debate 
arose, and this was adjourned from time to time till the 
end of the session. In the mean time, the committee con- 
tinued to deliberate upon the laws relating to bankruptcy; 
and in the beginning of June reported their resolution to 
the house, that, in their opinion, some amendment might 

:be made to the laws concerning bankruptcy, to the ad- 
vantage of creditors, and relief of insolvents. Such was 
the notice vouchsafed to the cries of many British sub- 
jects, deprived of liberty, and destitute of the common 
necessaries of life. 

> XXIII. It would engage us in a long digressive discus- 
sion, were we to inquire how the spirit of the laws in Eng- 
land, so famed for lenity, has been exasperated into such 
severity against insolvent debtors ; and why, among a 
people 80 distinguished for generosity and compassion, 

'.the gaols should be more filled with prisoners than they 
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I75d. are in any other part of Christendom. Perhaps both 
these deviations from a general character are violent 
efforts of a wary legislature made in behalf of trade, which 
cannot be too much cherished in a nation that principally 
depends upon commerce. The question is, whether this 
laudable aim may not be more effectually accomplished, 
without subjecting individuals to oppression, arising from 
the cruelty and revenge of one another. As the laws are 
modelled at present, it cannot be denied that the debtor, 
in some cases, lies in a peculiar manner at the mercy of 
bis creditor. By the original and comnKHi law of Ekigland, 
no man could be imprisoned for debt. The plaintiff* in 
any civil action could have no execution upon hb judg- 
ment against either the body or the lands of the defend- 
ant: even with respect to his goods and chattels, which 
were subject to execution, he was obliged to leave bim 
such articles as were necessary for agriculture. Bnt, in 
process of time, this indulgence being found prejudicial 
to commerce, a law was enacted in the reign of Edward 
the first, allowing execution on the person of the debtor, 
provided his goods and chattels were not sufl^ient to pay 
the debt which he had contracted. This law was still at- 
tended with a very obvious inconvenience. The debtor 
who possessed an estate in lands, was tempted to secrete 
his moveable effects, and live in concealment on the pro- 
duce of his lands, while the sheriff* connived at his retire- 
ment. To remove this evil, a second statute was enacted 
in the same reign, granting immediate execution against 
the body, lands, and goods of the debtor; yet his effects 
could not be sold for the benefit of his creditors till the 
expiration of three months, during which he himself coold 
dispose of them for ready money, in order to discharge 
his encumbrances. If the creditor was not satisfied in 
this manner, he continued in possession of the debtor's 
lands, and detained the debtor himself in prison, where 
he was obliged to supply him with bread and water for his 
support, until the debt was discharged. Other severe re- 
gulations were made in the sequel, particularly in the 
reign of Edward the third, which gave rise to the writ ef 
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capias ad satisfaciendum. This, indeed, rendered the 1759. 
IMreceding laws^ called statute merchant, and statute staple, 
ahogether unnecessary. Though the liberty of the sub- 
ject and the security of the landholder were thus> in 
some measure, sacrificed to the advantage of commerce^ 
an imprisoned debtor was not left entirely at the mercy of 
an inexorable creditor. If he made all the satisfaction in 
his power, and could show that his insolvency was owing 
to real misfortunes, the court of chancery interposed on 
his petition, and actually ordered him to be discharged 
from prison, when no good reason for detaining him could 
be assigned. This interposition, which seems naturally 
to belong to a court of equity, constituted with a view to 
mitigate the rigour of the common law, ceased, in all pro* 
bahility, after the restoration of Charles the second, and 
of consequence the prisons were filled with debtors. 
Then the legislature charged themselves with the exten- 
sion of a power, which perhaps a chancellor no longer 
thought himself safe in exercising ; and in the year one 
thousand six hundred and seventy, passed the first act for 
the relief of insolvent debtors, granting a release to all 
prisoners for debt, without distinction or inquiry. By this 
general indulgence, which has even in a great measure 
continued in all subsequent acts of the same kind, the 
lenity of the parliament may be sometimes misapplied, 
inasmuch as insolvency is often criminal, arising from pror 
fligacy and extravagance, which deserve to be severely 
punished. Yet, even for this species of insolvency, per* 
petual imprisonment, aggravated by the miseries of ex- 
treme indigence, and the danger of perishing through 
famine, may be deemed a punishment too severe. How 
cruel then must it be to leave the most innocent bankrupt 
exposed to this punishment, from the revenge or sinister 
design of a merciless creditor ; a creditor by whose fraud, 
perhaps, the prisoner became a bankrupt, and by whose 
craft he is detained in gaol, lest, by his discharge from 
prison, he should be enabled to seek that redress in 
chancery to which he is entitled on a fair account ! The 
severity of the law was certainly intended against fraudu;' 
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1769. lent bankrupts only; and the statute of bankruptcy ift 
~~ — doubtless favourable to insolvents, as it discharges from 
all former debts those who obtained their certificates. As 
British subjects, they are surely entitled to the same 
indulgence which is granted to other insolvents. They 
were always included in every act passed for the relief of 
insolvent debtors, till the sixth year of George the first, 
when they were first excepted from this benefit. By a 
law enacted in the reign of queen Anne relating to bank- 
ruptcy, any creditor was at liberty to object to the con- 
firmation of the bankrupt's certificate; but the chancellor 
had power to judge whether the objection was frivolous 
or well founded: yet, by a later act, the chancellor is 
obliged to confirm the certificate, if it is agreeable to four- 
fifths in number and value of the creditors ; whereas he 
cannot confirm it, should he be opposed, even without my 
reason assigned, by one creditor to whom the greater 
part of the debt is owing. It might, therefore, deserve 
the consideration of parliament, whether, in extending 
their clemency to the poor, it should not be equally dif- 
fused to bankrupts and other insolvents ; whether proper 
distinctions ought not to be made between the innocent 
bankrupt who fails through misfortunes in trade, and him 
who becomes insolvent from fraud or profligacy; and 
finally, whether the inquiry and trial of all such cases 
would not properly fall within the province of chancery, 
a tribunal instituted for the mitigation of common law. 

XXIV. The house of commons seems to have been de- 
termined on another measure, which, however, does not 
admit of explanation. An order was made in the month 
of February, that leave should be given to bring in a bill 
to explain, amend, and render effectual so much of an act, 
passed in the thirteenth year of George the second, against 
the excessive increase of horse races and deceitful gaming, 
as related to that increase. The bill was accordingly 
presented, read, printed, and ordered to be committed to 
a committee of the whole house ; but the order was de- 
layed from time to time till the end of the session. Some 
progress was likewise made in another affair of greater 
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consequence to the community. A committee was ap- 1759. 
pointed in the month of March, to take into consideration 
the state of the poor in England, as well as the laws 
enacted for their maintenance. The clerks of the peace 
belonging to all the counties, cities, and towns in England 
and Wales, were ordered to transmit, for the perusal of 
the house, an account of the annual expense of passing 
vagrants through their respective divisions and districts 
for four years ; and the committee began to deliberate on 
this important subject. In the latter end of May the 
house was made acquainted with their resolutions, im- 
porting, that the present method of relieving the poor in 
the respective parishes, where no workhouses have been 
provided for their reception and employment, are, in ge- 
neral, very burdensome to the inhabitants, and tend to 
irender the poor miserable to themselves, and useless to 
the community: that the. present method of giving money 
out of the parochial rates to persons capable of labour, in 
order to prevent them from claiming an entire subsistence 
for themselves and their families, is contrary to the spirit 
and intention of the laws for the relief of the poor, is a 
dangerous power in the hands of parochial officers, a mis- 
tipplication of the public money, and a great encourage- 
ment to idleness and intemperance: that the employment 
of the poor, under proper direction and management, in 
such works and manufactures as are suited to their re- 
spective capacities, would be of great utility to the public : 
that settling the poor in workhouses, to be provided in 
the several counties and ridings in England and Wales, 
under the direction and management of governors and 
trustees to be appointed for that purpose, would be the 
moist effectual method of relieving such poor persons as 
by age, infirmities, or diseases, are rendered incapable of 
supporting themselves by their labour ; of employing the 
iable and industrious, reforming the idle and profligate, 
and of educating poor children in religion and industry: 
that the poor in such workhouses would be better regu- 
lated and maintained, and managed with more advantage 
to the public, by guardians, governors, or trustees, to be 
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I7fia. specially appoint^ or chosen for that purpose, and ia- 
corporated with such powers, and under such restriclioiift, 
as the legislature should deem proper, than by the aonusl 
parochial officers: that erecting workhouses upon waste 
lands, and appropriating a certain quantity of such landi 
to be cultivated, in order to produce provision for the 
poor in the said houses, would not only be the means of 
instructing and employing many of the said poor ia agri- 
culture, but lessen the expense of the puUic: that contro- 
versies and lawsuits concerning the settlements of poor 
persons occasioned a very great, and, in general, an useless 
expense to the public, amounting to many thousand 
pounds per annum; and that often more money is ex- 
pended in ascertaining such settlements by each of the 
contending parishes than would be sufficient to maintain 
the paupers : that should workhouses be established for 
the general reception of the poor, in the respective coun- 
ties and ridings of England, the laws relating to the set* 
tlements of the poor, and the passing of vagrants, might 
be repealed : that while the present laws relating to the 
poor subsist, the compelling parish officers to grant cer- 
tificates to the poor would, in all probability, prevent the 
hardships they now suffer, in being debarred gaining their 
livelihood where they can do it most usefully to them- 
selves and the public. From these sensible resolutions, 
the reader may conceive some idea of the misconduct that 
attends the management of the poor in England, as well 
as of the grievous burdens entailed upon the people by 
the present laws which constitute this branch of the legii- 
lature. The committee's resolves being read at the table, 
an order was made that they should be taken into consi- 
deration on a certain day, when the order was again put 
off, and in the interim the parliament was prorogued. 
While the committee deliberated upon this affair, leave 
was given to prepare a bill for preventing tenants, under 
a certain yearly rent, from gaining settlements in any par- 
ticular parish, by being there rated in any land tax assess- 
ment, and paying for the landlord the money so charged. 
This order was afterwards discharged, and another bill 
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brought in to prevent any person from gaining a settle? n58i 
ment^ by being rated by virtue of an act of parliament for ^ 
granting an aid to bis majesty by a land tax, and paying 
the same. The bill was accordingly presented, read^ com^ 
mitledy and passed the lower house ; but among the lordf 
it miscarried. It can never be expected that the poor will 
be managed with economy and integrity, while the exe* 
cution of the laws relating to their maintenance is left in 
the hands of low tradesmen, who derive private advantage 
from supplying them with necessaries, and often favouip 
the imposition of one another with the most scandalous 
collusion. This b an evil which will never be remediedf 
until persons of independent fortune and unblemished in-* 
^gi^^yy actuated by a spirit of true patriotism, shs^U rescue 
their fellow citizens from the power of such interested 
miscreants, by taking the poor into their own manage- 
ment and protection. Instead of multiplying laws with 
respect to the settlement and management of the poor, 
which serve only to puzzle and perplex the parish and 
peace officers, it would become the sagacity of the legis** 
lature to take some effectual precautions to prevent the 
increase of paupers and vagrants, which is become an in* 
tolerable nuisance to the commonwealth. Towards thia 
salutary end, surely nothing would more contribute than 
a reformation of the police, that would abolish those in-i 
famous places of entertainment which swarm in every 
corner of the metropolis, seducing people of all ranks to 
extravagance, profligacy, and ruin; and would restricti 
ilithin due bounds, the number of public houses, which 
are augmented to an enormous degree, affording so many 
asylums for riot and debauchery, and corrupting the 
morals of the common people to such a pitch of licentious 
indecency, as must be a reproach to every civilized nation. 
Let it not be affirmed, to the disgrace of Great Britain, 
that such receptacles of vice and impunity subsist under 
the connivance of the government, according to the narrow 
views and confined speculations of those shallow politi- 
cians, who imagine that the revenue is increased in pro- 
portion to the quantity of strong liquors consumed in such 
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1759. infamous recesses of intemperance. Were this in reality 

the case, that administration would deserve to be branded 

with eternal infamy, which could sacrifice to such a base 
consideration the health, the lives, and the morals of 
their fellow creatures : but nothing can be more fallacious 
than the supposition, that the revenue of any government 
can be increased by the augmented intemperance of the 
people ; for intemperance is the bane of industry, as well 
as of population ; and what the government gains in the 
articles of the duty on malt, and the excise upon liquors, 
will always be greatly overbalanced by the loss in other 
articles, arising from the diminution of hands^ and the ne- 

* • 

gleet of labour. 

XXV. Exclusive of the bills that were actually pre- 
pared, though they did not pass in the course of this ses- 
sion, the commons deliberated on other important sub- 
jects, which, however, were not finally discussed. In the 
beginning of the session, a committee being appointed to 
resume the inquiry touching the regulation of weights and 
measures, a subject we have mentioned in the history of 
the preceding session, the box which contained a Troy 
pound weight, locked up by order of the house, was again 
produced by the clerk, in whose custody it had been de- 
posited. This affair being carefully investigated, the 
committee agreed to fourteen resolutions ^ In the mean 

' A% the curiosity of the reader may be iDtereited in these resolations, we 
thall here insert them for his satisfaction. The committee resolved, that the ell 
ought to contain one yard and one quarter, according to the yard mentioned in 
the third resolution of the former committee upon the subject of weights aerf 
measures : that the pole or perch should contain in length five such yards and 
a half ; the furlong two hundred and twenty ; and the mile one thousand seven 
hundred and sixty : that the superficial perch should contain thirty square yards 
and a quarter ; the rood one thousand two hundred and ten ; and the acre four 
thousand eight hundred and forty : that, according to the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
resolutions of the former committee, upon the subject of weights and measures, 
agreed to by the house on the second day of June in the preceding year, tbe 
quart ought to contain seventy cubical inches and one half; the pint thirty-fire 
and one quarter; the peck five hundred and sixty-four ; and the bushel tiro 
thousand two hundred and fifty-six. That the several parts of the pound, men- 
tioned in the eighth resolution of the former committee, examined and adjusted 
in the presence of this committee, viz. the half pound or six ounces, quarter of 
a pound or three ounces, two ounces, one ounce, two half ounces, the nvepenoy 
weight, threepenny weight, twopenny weight, and onepenny weight, tbe twelre 
grains, six grains, three grains, two grains, and two of one grain each, ought to 
be the models of the several parts of the said pound, and tq be used for sizing or 
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time it was ordered, that all the weights referred to in the 1759. 
report, should be delivered to the clerk of the house, to be 
locked up, and brought forth occasionally. 

adjuttiDg weights for the future. That all weights exceeding a pound should be 
of brass, copper, bell metal, or cast iron ; and all those of cast iron should be 
made in the form, and with a handle of hammered iron, such as the pattern 
herewith produced, having the mark of the weight cast in the iron ; and all 
weights of a pound, or under, should be of gold, silver, brass, copper, or bell 
metal. That all weights of cast iron should have the initial letters of the name 
of the maker upon the upper bar of the handle ; and all other weights should 
have the same, together with the mark of the weights, according to this stand* 
ard, upon some convenient part thereof. That the yard, mentioned in the second 
resolution of the former committee, upon the subject of weights and measures, 
agreed to by the house in the last session, being the standard of length, and the 
pound, mentioned in the eighth resolution, being the standard of weight, ought 
to be deposited in the court of the receipt of the exchequer, and the chief 
baron, and the seal of office of the chamberlain of the exf hequer, and not to be 
opened but by the order and in the presence of the chancellor of the exchequer 
and chief baron for the time being. That the most efTectual means to ascertain 
uniformity in measures of length and weight* to be used throughout the realm, 
would be to appoint certain persons at one particular oiBce, with clerks and 
workmen under them, for the purpose only of sizing and adjusting, for the use 
of the subjects, all measures of length, and all weights, being parts, multiples, 
or certain proportions of the standards to be used for the future. That a model 
6r pattern of the said standard yard, mentioned in the second resolution of the 
former committee, and now in the custody of the clerk of the house, and a model 
or pattern of the standard pound, mentioned in the eighth resolution of that com- 
mittee, together with models or patterns of the parts of the said pound, now 
presented to the house, and also of the multiples of the said pound, mentioned 
in this report (when the same are adjusted,) should be kept in the said office, io 
custody of the said persons to be appointed for sizing weights and measures, 
under the seal of the ciiief baron of the exchequer for the time being ; to be 
opened only by order of the said chief baron, in his presence, or the presence of • 
one of the barons of the excheauer, on the application of the said persons, for 
the purpose of correcting and adjusting, as occasion should require, the patterns 
or models used at tlie said office, for sizing measures of length and weight de- 
livered out to the subjects. That models or patterns of the said standard yard 
and standard pound aforesaid, and also models or patterns of the parts and mul- 
tiples aforesaid of the said pound, should be lodged in the said office for the 
sizing of such measures of length or weight, as, being parts, multiples, or propor- 
tions of the said standards, should hereafter be required by any of his majesty's 
subjects. That all measures of length and weight, sized at the said office, should 
be marked in some convenient part thereof with such marks as should be thought 
expedient, to show the identity of the measures and weights sized at the said 
office, and to discover any frauds that may be committed therein. That the said 
office should be kept within a convenient distance of the court of exchequer at 
Westminster ; and all the measures of length and weight within a certain dis- 
tance of London, should be corrected and reassized, as occasion should require, 
at the said office. That, in order to enforce the uniformity in weights and mea- 
sures to be used for the future, all persons appointed by the crown to act as jus- 
tices of the peace in any county, city, or town corporate, being respectively 
counties within themselves, throughout the realm, should be empowered to hear 
and determine, and put the law in execution, in respect to weights and measures 
only, without any of them being obliged to sue out a dedimui, or to act in any 
other matter; and the said commissioners should be empowered to sue, im- 
prison, inflict, or mitigate such penalties as should be thougnt proper ; and have 
such other authority as should be necessary for compelling the use of weights 
and measures, agreeably to the aforesaid standards. The models or patterns of 
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1759. XXVL The hoiue of commons, among other articlet 
of domestic economy, bestowed some attention on the hos- 
pital for foundlings, which was now, more than ever, be- 
come a matter of national consideration. The accounts 
relating to this charity having been demanded, and sub- 
jected to the inspection of the members, were, together 
with the king's recommendation, referred to the committee 
of supply, where they produced the resolution which we 
have already specified among the other grants of the year. 
The house afterwards resolved itself into a comnuttee, to 
deliberate on the state of the hospital, and examine its 
accounts. On the third day of May their resolutions 
were reported tq the following effect : that the appointing, 
by the governors and guardians of the said hospital, 
places in the several counties, ridings, or divisions in this 
kingdom, for the first reception of exposed and deserted 
young children, would be attended with many evil conse- 
quences ; and that the conveying of children from the 
country to the said hospital is attended . with many evil 
consequences, and ought to be prevented. A bill was 
ordered to be brought in, founded upon this last resolu- 
tion, but never presented ; therefore the inquiry produced 
. no effect. Notwithstanding the institution of this charity, 
for the support of which great sums are yearly levied on 
the public, it does not appear that the bills of mortality, 
respecting new-born children, are decreased, nor the 
shocking crime of infant murder rendered less frequent 
than heretofore. It may, therefore, not be improperly 
styled a heavy additional tax for the propagation of bas- 
tardy, and the encouragement of idleness, among the com- 
mon people; besides the tendency it has to extinguish 
the feelings of the heart, and dissolve those family ties of 
blood by which the charities are connected. 

XXVII. In the month of March, leave was given to 
bring in a bill for the more effectual preventing of the 

the said standard yard aod poand, and of the parts and multiples thereof, before 
mentioned, should be distributed in each county, io such a manner as tobt 
readily used for evidence in all cases where measures and weights should be 
questioned before the said commissioners, and for adjusting the same in a proper 
manner. 
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melting down and exporting the gold and silver coin of 1759. 

the kingdom, and the persons were nominated to prepare 

it ; but the bill never appeared, and no further inquiry 
was made about the matter. Perhaps it was supposed 
that such a measure might be thought an encroachment 
on the prerogative of the crown, which hath always exer- 
cised the power of fixing the standard, and regulating the 
currency of the coin. Perhaps such a step was deferred 
on account of the war, during which a great quantity of 
gold and silver was necessarily exported to the continent, 
for the support of the allies and armies in the pay of 
Great Britain. The legislature, however, would do well 
to consider this eternal maxim in computation, that when 
B greater quantity of bullion is exported in waste, than 
can be replaced by commerce, the nation must be hasten- 
ing to a state of insolvency. Over and above these pro- 
ceedings in this session of parliament, it may not be un- 
necessary to mention several messages which were sent by 
the king to the house of commons. That relating to the 
vote of credit we have already specified in our account of 
the supply. On the twenty-sixth day of April, the chan- 
t!ellor of the exchequer presented to the house two mes- 
sages signed by his majesty, one in favour of his subjects • 
in North America, and the other in behalf of the East 
India company: the former recommending to their con- 
sideration, the zeal and vigour with which his faithful sub- 
jects in North America had exerted themselves in defence 
of his just rights and possessions ; desiring he might be 
enabled to give them a proper compensation for the ex^ 
penses incurred by the respective provinces in levying^ 
clothing, and paying the troops raised in that country, 
according as the active vigour and strenuous efforts of the 
several colonies should appear to merit : in the latter, he 
desired the house would empower him to assist the East 
India company in defraying the expense of a military force 
in the East Indies, to be maintained by them, in lieu of a 
battalion of regular troops withdrawn from thence, and 
returned to Ireland. Both these messages were referred 
to the^comonittee of siq>ply, and produced the resolutions 
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1769. upon each subject which we have already explained* The 
message relating to a projected invaaioa by the enemies of 
Great Britain we shall particularize in its proper pkoe, 
when we come to record the circumstances and miscar- 
riage of that design. In the mean time it may not be im- 
proper to observe, that the thanks of the houae of com- 
mons were voted and given to admiral Boscawen and 
major-general Amherst, for the services they had done 
their king and country in North America; and the same 
compliment was paid to admiral Osborne, for the success 
of his cruise in the Mediterranean. 

XXVIII. The session was closed on the second day of 
June with a speech to both houses, from the commis- 
sioners appointed by his majesty for that purpose. In 
this harangue the parliament was given to understand, 
that the king approved of their conduct, and returned 
them his thanks for their condescension: that the hopes 
he had conceived of their surmounting the difficuldei 
which lay in the way, were founded on the wisdom, seal, 
and affection of so good a parliament, and that bis ex- 
pectations were fully answered : that they had considered 
the war in all its parts, and notwithstanding its long con- 
tinuance, through the obstinacy of the enemy, had made 
such provision for the many different operations, as ought 
to convince the adversaries of Great Britain, that it would 
be for their interest, as well as for the ease and relief of 
all Europe, to embrace equitable and honourable terms of 
accommodation. They were told that, by their assistance, 
the combined army in Germany had been completed; 
powerful squadrons, as well as numerous bodies of land 
forces, were employed in America, in order to maintain 
the British rights and possessions, and annoy the enemy 
in the most sensible manner in that country: that, as 
France was making considerable preparations in her dif- 
ferent ports, he had taken care to put his fleet at home in 
the best condition, both of strength and situation, to guard 
against and repel any attempts that might be meditated 
against his kingdoms : that all his measures had been di- 
rected to assert the honour of his crown ; to preserve the 
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essential interests of his faithful subjects ; to support the 1759. 
cause of the protestant religion, and public liberty : he, 
therefore, trusted that the uprightness of his intentions 
would draw down the blessing of heaven upon his en** 
deavours. He expressed his hope, that the precautions 
they had taken to prevent and correct the excesses of the 
privateers would produce the desired effect : a considera- 
tion which the king had much at heart ; for, though sen- ' 
sible of the utility of that service, when under proper 
regulations, he was determined to do his utmost to pre- 
vent any injuries or hardships which might be sustained 
by the subjects of neutral powers, so far as might be 
practicable, and consistent with his majesty's just right to 
hinder the trade of his enemies from being coUusively 
and fraudulently covered. He not only thanked the com- 
mons, but applauded the firmness and vigour with which 
they had acted, as well as their prudence in judging, that 
notwithstanding the present burdens, the making ample 
provision for carrying on the war was the most probable 
means to bring it to an honourable and happy conclusion. 
He assured them, that no attention should be wanting on 
his part for the faithful application of what had been 
granted. They were informed he had nothing further to 
desire, but that they would carry down the same good 
dispositions, and propagate them in their several counties, 
which they had shown in their proceedings during the 
session. These declarations being pronounced, the par- 
liament was prorogued. 

XXIX. The people of England, provoked on one hand 
by the intrigues, the hostilities, and menaces of France, 
and animated on the other by the pride of triumph and 
success, which never fails to reconcile them to difficulties, 
howsoever great, and expense, however enormous, at this 
period breathed nothing but war, and discoursed about 
nothing but new plans of conquest. We have seen how 
liberally the parliament bestowed the nation's money; and 
the acquiescence of the subjects in general under the ad- 
ditional burdens which had been imposed, appeared in 
the remarkable . eagerness with which they embarked in 
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1759. the subscription planned by the legislature ; in the rigor- 
ous assistance they contributed towards manning the nary, 
recruiting the army, and levying additional forces; and 
the warlike spirit which began to diffuse itself through all 
ranks of the people. This was a spirit which the ministry 
carefully cherished and cultivated for the support of the 
war, which, it must be owned, was prosecuted with an 
ardour and efficacy peculiar to the present administration. 
True it is, the German war had been for some time 
adopted as an object of importance by the British coun- 
cils, and a resolution was taken to maintain it without 
flinching : at the same time it must be allowed, that this 
consideration had not hitherto weakened the attention of 
the ministry to the operations in America, where alone 
the war may be said to have been carried on and prose- 
cuted on British principles, so as to distress the enemy in 
their most tender part, and at the same time acquire die 
most substantial advantages to the subjects of Britain. 
For these two purposes, every preparation was made that 
sagacity could suggest, or vigour execute. The navy was 
repaired and augmented ; and, in order to man the dif- 
ferent squadrons, the expedient of pressing, that disgrace 
to a British administration, was practised both by land 
and water with extraordinary rigour and vivacity. A pro- 
clamation was issued, offering a' considerable bounty for 
every seaman and every landman that should, by a certain 
day, enter voluntarily into the service. As an additional 
encouragement to this class of people, the king promised 
his pardon to all seamen who had deserted from the 
respective ships to which they belonged, provided they 
should return to their duty by the third day of July; but 
At the same time he declared, that those who should neg- 
lect this opportunity, at a time when their country so 
much required their service, would, upon being appre- 
hended, incur the penalty of a court-martial, and, if con- 
victed, be deemed unfit objects of the royal mercy. AH 
justices of the peace, mayors, and magistrates of corpora- 
tions throughout Great Britain, were commanded to make 
particular search for straggling seamen fit for the service, 
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and to send all that should be found to the nearest sea- 1759. 
port, that they might be sent on board by the sea officer 
there commanding. Other methods, more gentle and ef- 
fectualy were taken to levy and recruit the land forces. 
New regiments were raised, on his majesty's promise, that 
every man should be entitled to his discharge at the end 
of three years; and the premiums for enlisting were in- 
creased. Over and above these indulgences, considerable 
bounties were offered and given by cities, towns, corpora- 
tions, and even by individuals; so universally were the 
people possessed with a spirit of chivalry and adventure. 
The example was set by the metropolis, where the com- 
mon council resolved, that voluntary subscriptions should 
be received in the chamber of London, to be appropriated 
as bounty money to such persons as should engage in his 
majesty!8 service. The city subscribed a considerable 
sum for that purpose ; and a committee of aldermen and 
commoners was appointed to attend at Guildhall, to . re- 
ceive and apply the subscriptions. As a further en- 
couragement to volunteers, they moreover resolved, that 
every person so entering should be entitled to the freedom 
of the city, at the expiration of three years, or sooner, if 
the war should be brought to a conclusion. These reso- 
lutions being communicated to the king, he was pleased 
to signify his approbation, and return his thanks to the 
city, in a letter from the secretary of state to the lord 
mayor. Large sums were immediately subscribed by dif- 
ferent companies, and some private persons ; and, in imi- 
tation of the capital, bounties were offered by many dif- 
ferent communities in every quarter of the united kingdom. 
At the same time such care and diligence were used in 
disciplining the militia, that before the close of the year, 
the greater part of these truly constitutional battalions 
rivalled the regular troops in the perfection of their exer- 
cise, and seemed to be in all respects as fit for actual 
service. 

XXX. Before we proceed to record the transactions of 
the campaign that succeeded these preparations, we shall 
take notice of some domestic eventSi which, though not 
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1760. if«ry knportant in Ibenselves, may neveiihelets daiin a 

place in the history of England. In the beginning of the 

year, the court of London was overwhelmed with affliction 
at the death of the princess dowager of Orange and Nas- 
•au> govemante of the United Provinces in the minority 
of her son, the present stadtholder. Slie was the eldest 
daughter of his Britannic majesty, possessed of many per* 
sonal accomplishments and exemplary virtues ; pious, no- 
derate, sensible, and circumspect She had exercised her 
authority with equal sagacity and resolution, respected 
e^en by those who were no friends to the house of Orange, 
and died with great fortitude and resignation*. In her 
will she appointed the king her father, and the prinoesi 
dowager of Orange, her mother-in-law, honorary tutors, 
and prince Lewis of Brunswick acting tutor to her children. 
In the morning after her decease, the states-general and 
the states of Holland were extraordinarily assembled, and 
having received notice of this event, proceeded to confim 
the regulations which had been made for the mioority of 
the stadtholder. Prince Lewis of Brunswick was invited 
to assist in the assembly of Holland, where he took the 
oaths, as representing the captain-general of the Union. 
Then he communicated to the assembly the act by which 
the princess had appointed him guardian of her children. 
He was afterwards invited to the assembly of the states- 
general, who agreed to the resolution of Holland with 
respect to his guardianship; and in the evening the diftr- 
ent colleges of the government sent formal deputations is 
the young stadtholder, and the princess Caroline his 
sister, in whose names and presence they were received, 

* FeeliB| ker end approtching, 8b« delivered a key to one of btr atteodaaa. 
directing him to fetch two papers, which she signed with her own hand. Oic 
was a contract of marriage oetween her daughter and the prince of Naisaa 
Weilburgh ; the other was a letter to the states-general, beaeecbtng them to con- 
tent to this marriage, and preserve inviolate the regulations ahe had made, 
touching the education and tutelage of the young stadtholder. These two 
papers being signed and sealed, she sent for her children, exhorted tbeia t# 
make proper improvements on the education they had received, and to live is 
harmony with each other. Then she implored heaven to abew«r its UessiDgs 
on them both, and embraced them with the most affecting narks of materaal 
tenderness. She afterwards continued to converse calmly and deliberately witk 
berfriend^, aad in a few hoars expired. 
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and answered by their guardian and representative. A 1759. 
formal intimation of the death of the princess was commu- 
nicated to the king her father, in a pathetic letter, by the 
states-general ; who condoled with him on the irreparable 
loss which he as well as they had sustained by this melan- 
choly event ; and assured him they would employ all their 
care and attention in securing and defending the rights 
and interest of the young stadtholder and the princess his 
sister, whom they considered as the children of the re-^ 
public. The royal family of England suffered another dis* 
aster in the course of this year, by the decease of the 
princess Elisabeth Caroline, second daughter of hia late 
royal highness Frederic prince of Wales, a lady of the 
most amiable character, who died at Kew in the month of 
September, before she had attained the eighteenth year 
of her age. 

XXXI. Certain privateers continuing their excesses at 
sea, and rifling neutral ships without distinction or autho- 
rity, the government resolved to vindicate the honour of 
the nation by making examples of those pirates, who, as 
fast as they could be detected and secured, were brought 
to trial, and upon conviction sacrificed to justice. While 
these steps were taken to rescue the nation from the re* 
proach of violence and rapacity, which her neighbours 
had urged with such eagerness, equal spirit was exerted 
in convincing neutral powers that they should not, with 
impunity, contravene the law of nations, in favouring the 
enemies of Great Britain. A great number of causes 
were tried relating to disputed captures, and many Dutch 
vessels with theur cargoes were condemned, after a fair 
hearing, notwithstanding the loud clamours of that people, 
and the repeated remonstrances of the state»-general. 

XXXII. The reputation of the English was not so 
much affected by the irregularities of her privateers, armed 
for rapine, as by the neglect of internal police, and an in- 
gredient of savage ferocity mingled in the national cha- 
racter ; an ingredient that appeared but too conspicuous 
in the particulars of several shocking murders brought to 
Ught about tins period.-— One Habey, who commanded a 
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1769. merchant ship in the voyage from Jamaica to England, 

having conceived some personal dislike to a poor sailor, 

insulted him with such abuse, exposed him to such hard- 
ships, and punished him with such wantonness of barba- 
rity» that the poor wretch leaped overboard in despair. 
His inhuman tyrant, envying him that death which would 
have rescued a miserable object from his brutality, plunged 
into the sea after him, and brought him on board, de- 
claring he should not escape so while there were any tor- 
ments left to inflict. Accordingly he exercised his tyranny 
upon him with redoubled rigour, until the poor creature 
expired, in consequence of the inhuman treatment he had 
sustained. This savage ruffian was likewise indicted for 
the murder of another mariner ; but being convicted on 
the first trial, the second was found unnecessary, and the 
criminal suffered death according to the law, which is 
perhaps too mild to malefactors convicted of such aggra- 
vated cruelty. — Another barbarous murder was perpe- 
trated in the country, near Birmingham, upon a sheriff's 
officer, by the sons of one Darby, whose effects the baih'ff 
had seized on a distress for rent. The two young assas- 
sins, encouraged by their father, attacked the unhappy 
wretch with clubs, and mangled him in a terrible manner, 
so that he hardly retained any signs of life. Not con- 
tented with this cruel execution, they stripped him naked, 
and dragging him out of the house, scourged him with a 
waggoner 8 whip, until the flesh was cut from his bones. 
In this miserable condition he was found welterifog in bis 
blood, and conveyed to a neighbouring house, where he 
immediately expired. The three barbarians were appre- 
liended, after having made a desperate resistance. They 
were tried, convicted, and executed : the sons were hung 
in chains, and t^e body of the father dissected. — The 
widow of a timber merchant at Rotherhithe being cruelly 
murdered in her own house, Mary Edmonson, a young 
woman, her niece, ran out into the street with l^er arms 
cut across, and gave the alarm, declaring her aunt had 
been assassinated by four men, who forced their way into 
ihe house, and that she (the niece) had received those 
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-wounds in attempting to defend her relation. According . 1759. 
to the circumstances that appeared, this unnatural wretch " 

had cut the throat of her aunt and benefactress with a 
case-knife, then dragged the body from the washhouse to 
the parlour ; that she had stolen a watch and some silver 
spoons, and concealed them, together with the knife and 
her . own apron, which was soaked with the blood of 
her parent. After having acted this horrid tragedy, the 
bare recital of which the humane reader will not peruse 
without horror, she put on another apron, and wounded 
her own flesh, the better to conceal her guilt. Notwith- 
standing these precautions she was suspected, and com- 
mitted to prison. Being brought to trial she was convicted 
and condemned upon circumstantial evidence, and finally 
executed on Kennington common, though she denied the 
fact to the last moment of her life. At the place of exe- 
cution. she behaved with great composure, and, after having 
spent some minutes in devotion, protested she was inno- 
cent of the crime laid to her charge. What seemed to 
corroborate this protestation, was the condition and cha- 
racter of the young woman, who had been educated in a 
sphere above the vulgar, and maintained a reputation 
without reproach in the country, where she was actually 
betrothed to a clergyman. On the other hand, the cir- 
cumstances that appeared against her almost amounted to 
a certainty ; though nothing weaker than proof positive 
ought to determine a jury in capital cases, to give a verdict 
against the person accused. After all, this is one of those 
problematic events which elude the force of all evidence, 
and serve to confound the pride of human reason. — A 
miscreant whose name was Haines, having espoused the 
daughter of a farmer in the neighbourhood of Gloucester, 
who possessed a small estate, which he intended to divide 
among seven children, was so abandoned as to form the 
design of poisoning the whole family, that by virtue of his 
wife he might enjoy the whole inheritance. For the exe- 
cution of this infernal scheme,, he employed his own father 
to purchase a quantity of arsenic ; part of which he admir 
jiistered to three of the children, who were immediately 
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1750. aeiced with the dremdfal wjmptoma produced by this 

nenif tnd the eldest expired. He afterwards mixed it 
with three apple cakes^ which be bought for the purpote, 
and presented to the other three children, who underwent 
the same violenee of operation which bad proved fatal U> 
the eldest brother. The instantaneous effinrts of the poisoD 
created a suspicion of Haines, who being examined, the 
whole scene of villany stood disclosed. Neverthdess die 
villain found neans to escape.^-^The unoomnion spirit of 
assassination which raged at this period, seemed to con- 
nunicate itself even to foreigners who breathed Ei^liA 
air. Five French prisoners, confined on board the king's 
ship the Royal Oak, were convicted of having murdered 
one Jean de Manaux, their countryman and feUow pri- 
soner, in revienge for his having discovered that tl^y hsd 
forged passes to focilitate their escape. Exasqperated st 
this detection, they seised this unfortunate informer in tlie 
place of their confinement, gagged his mouth, stripped 
him naked, tied him with a strong cord to a riag*bolt, sad 
scourged his body with the most brutal peraeveranoe. By 
4]int of struggling the poor wreteh disengaged hisMslf 
from the cord with which he had been tied : then diey 
finished the tragedy, by leaping and stamping on his 
breast) till the chest was broke, and he expired. Tbey 
afterwards severed the body into small pieces, and these 
they conveyed at different times into the sea, through the 
funnel of a convenience to which they had access: bat 
one of the other prisoners gave information of the mutdor; 
in consequence of which tfaey were secured, brought to 
trial, condemned, and punished with death. — ^Nor were 
the instances of cruel assassination, which prevailed atdiis 
juncture, confined to Great Britain. At the latter end of 
the foregoing year, an atrocious massacre was perpetrated 
by two Genoese mariners upon the master and crew of an 
English vessel, among whom they were enrolled. These 
monsters of cruelty were in different watches, a circum- 
stance that favoured the execution of the horrid plan they 
had concerted. When one of them retired to rest with 
his fellows of the watch, consisting of the mate and two 
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seamen, he waited till they were fast asleep, and then 1760. 

butchered them all with a knife. Having 90 far succeeded 

without discovery, he returned to the deck, and conimu*^ 
nicated the exploit to his associate : then they suddenly 
attacked the master of the vessel, and cleft his head with 
a hatchet, which they likewise used in murdering the man 
that stood at the helm : a third was Ukewise despatched, 
and no Englishman remained alive but the master's son, a 
boy, who lamented his father's death with incessant teara 
and cries for three days, at the expiration of which he 
was likewise sacrificed, because the assassins were dis- 
turbed by his clamour. This barbarous scene was acted 
within sixty leagues of the rock of Lisbon ; but the vessel 
was taken within the capes Ortugal and Finisterre, by the 
captain of the French privateer called La Favourite, who 
seeing the deck stained with blood, and finding all the 
papers of the ship destroyed, began to suspect that the 
master and crew had been murdered. He accordingly 
taxed them with the murder, and they confessed the par- 
ticulars. The privateer touched at Vigo, where the cap- 
tain imparted this detail to the English consul; but the 
prise, with the two villains on board, was sent to Bayonne 
in France, where they were brought to condign punish- 
menL 

XXXIIL We shall close this register of blood with 
the account of a murder remarkable in all its circum* 
stances, for which a person called Eugene Aram sufifered 
at York in the course of this year. This man, who exer- 
cised the profession of a schoolmaster at Knaresborough,. 
had, as far back as the year one thousand seven hundred 
and forty-five been concerned with one Houseman in 
robbing and murdering Daniel Clarke, whom they had 
previously persuaded to borrow a considerable quantity 
of valuable efifects from different persons in the neigh- 
bourhood on false pretences, that he might retire with the 
booty. He had accordingly filled a sack with these par«- 
ticulars, and began his retreat with his two perfidious asso-^ 
ciates, who sudde;ily fell upon hi|i\, deprived him of life, 
and, having buried the body in a cave, took possession of 
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1769. the plunder. Though Clarke disappeared at once in audi 

a mysterious manner, no suspicion fell on the assassins; 

and Aram, who was the chief contriver and agent in the 
murder, moved his habitation to another part of the 
country. In the summer of the present year. Houseman 
being employed among other labourers in repairing the 
public highway, they, in digging for gravel by the road 
side, discovered the skeleton of a human creaiare, whkli 
the majority supposed to be the bones of Daniel Clarke. 
This opinion was no sooner broached, than Houseman, as 
It were by some supernatural impulse which he could not 
resist, declared that it was not the skeleton of Clarke, in- 
asmuch as his body had been interred at a place cafled 
St. Robert's Cave, where they would find it, with the head 
turned to a certain comer. He was immediately appre- 
hended, examined, admitted as evidence for the crown, and 
discovered the particulars of the murder. The skeleton 
of Clarke being found exactly in the place and manner be 
had described, Eugene Aram, who now acted as usher to 
a grammar school in the county of Norfolk, was secured, 
and brought to trial at the York assizes. There, his own 
wife corroborating the testimony of Houseman, he was 
found guilty, and received sentence of death; notwith- 
standing a very artful and learned defence, in which be 
proved, from argument and example, the danger of con- 
victing a man upon circumstantial evidence. Finding all 
his remonstrances ineffectual, he recommended himself in 
pathetic terms to the king's mercy : and if ever murder 
was entitled to indulgence, perhaps it might have been ex- 
tended not improperly to tliis man, whose genius^ in itself 
prodigious, might have exerted itself in works of general 
utility. He had, in spite of all the disadvantages attend- 
ing low birth and straitened circumstances, by the dint of 
his own capacity and inclination, made considerable pro- 
gress in mathematics and philosophy, acquired all the lan- 
guages, ancient and modern, and executed part of a Celtic 
dictionary, which, had he lived to finish it, might have 
thrown some essential light upon the origin and obscu- 
rities of the European history. Convinced at last that he 
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had nothing to hope from the clemency of the govern- nsg. 
ment, he wrote a short poem in defence of suicide; and, ' 
on the day fixed for his execution, opened the veins of his 
left arm with a razor, which he had concealed for that 
purpose. Though he was much weakened by the effusion 
of blood before this attempt was discovered, yet, as the 
instrument had missed the artery, he did not expire until 
he was carried to the gibbet, and underwent the sentence 
of the law. His body was conveyed to Knaresborough 
forest, and hung in chains near the place where the mur- 
der was perpetrated. These are some of the most re- 
markable that appeared amongst many other instances of 
homicide; a crime that prevails to a degree alike de- 
plorable and surprising) even in a nation renowned for 
compassion and placability. But this will generally be the 
case among people whose passions, naturally impetuous, 
are ill restrained by laws and the regulations of civil 
society ; which the licentious do not fear, and the wicked 
hope to evade. 

XXXIV. The prince of Wales having, in the begin- 
ning of June, entered the two and twentieth year of his 
age, the anniversary of his birth was celebrated with great 
rejoicings at court ; and the king received compliments of 
congratulation on the majority of a prince, who seemed 
bom to fulfil the hopes and complete the happiness of 
Great Britain. The city of London presented an address 
to the king on this occasion, replete with expressions of 
loyalty and affection, assuring his majesty, that no hostile 
threats could intimidate a people animated by the love of 
liberty, who, confiding in the divine providence, and his 
majesty's experienced wisdom and vigorous councils, were 
resolved to exert their utmost efforts towards enabling 
their sovereign to repel the insults,. and defeat the attempts 
made by the ancient enemies of his crown and kingdom. 
Congratulations of the same kind were offered by other 
cities, towns, corporations and communities, who vied with 
each other in professions of attachment; and, indeed, 
there was not the least trace of disaffection perceivable at 
this juncture in any part of the island. 
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1750. XXXV. So litde were the dtiaens of London dii- 

treated by the expense or incotcinoded by the operatioot 

of the war, that they found leisure to plan» and funda to 
execute, magnificent works of art, for the ornament of the 
metropolis, and the con¥enience of commerce. They had 
obtained an act of parliament, empowering them to buiid 
a new bridge over the Thames, from Blackfriars to the 
opposite shore, about midway between those of London 
and Westminster. Commissioners were appointed to put 
this act in execution ; and, at a court of common counciL 
it was resolved that a sum not exceeding one hundred and 
forty-four thousand pounds should be forthwith raised, 
within the space of eight years, by instalments, not ex- 
ceeding thirty thousand pounds in one year^ to be paid 
into the chamber of London ; that the persons advancing 
the money should have an interest, at the rate of four 
pounds per cent, per annum, to be paid half yearly by the 
chamberlain, yet redeemable at the expiration of the fint 
ten years ; and that the chamberlain should affix the city'i 
seal to such instruments as the committee might think fit 
to give for securing the payment of the said annuities. 
Such were the first effectual steps taken towards the exe- 
cution of a laudable measure, which met with the most 
obstinate opposition in the sequel, from the narrow views 
of particular people, as well as from the prejudice of party. 
XXXVL The spirit that now animated the citizens of 
London was such as small difficulties did not retard, and 
even considerable losses could not discourage. In the 
month of November the city was exposed to a dangeroufl 
conflagration, kindled in the night by accident in the 
neighbourhood of the royal exchange, which, burning 
with great fury, notwithstanding the assistance of the 
firemen and engines employed under the personal direction 
of the magistracy, consumed a great number of houses, 
and damaged many more. That whole quarter of the town 
was filled with consternation : some individuals were beg- 
gared; one or two perished in the flames; and some 
were buried in the ruins of the houses that sunk under 
the disaster. 
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XXXVIL The ferment of mind so peculiar to the i76a 
natiret of Great Britain, excited by a strange mixture of "*---*-' 
genius and caprice, passion and philosophy, study and 
conjecture, produced at tliis period some flowers of im* 
proTcment, in different arts and sciences, that seemed to 
promise fruit of pubUc utility. Several persons invented 
methods for discovering the longitude at sea, that great 
desideratum in navigation, for the ascertainment of which 
so many nations have offered a public recompense, and in 
the investigation of which so many mathematical heads 
have been disordered. Some of those who now appeared 
candidates for the prize, deserved encouragement for the 
ingenuity of their several systems; but he who seemed to 
enjoy the pre-eminence in the opinion and favour of the 
public, was Mr. Irwin, a native of Ireland, who contrived 
a chair so artfully poised, that a person sitting in it oa 
board a ship, even in a rough sea, can through a tele^ 
scope observe the immersion and emersion of JupiterV 
satellites, without being interrupted or incommodied by 
the motion of the vessel. This gentleman was favoured 
with the assistance and protection of commodore lord 
Howe, in whose presence the experiment was tried in se- 
veral ships at sea with such success, that he granted a 
certificate, signifying his approbation ; and in consequence 
of this Mr. Irwin is said to have obtained a considerable 
veward from the board of admiralty. 

XXXVIII. The people of England, happy in their 
situation, felt none of the storms of war and desolation 
which ravaged the neighbouring countries ; but, enriched 
by a surprising augmentation of commerce, enjoyed all 
the security of peace, and all the pleasures of taste and 
affluence. The university of Oxford having conferred 
the office of their chancellor, vacant by the death of the 
earl of Arran, upon another nobleman of equal honour 
and integrity, namely, the earl of Westmoreland, he made 
a public entrance into that celebrated seat of learning 
with great magnificence, and was installed amidst the 
encsenia, which were celebrated with such classical ele» 
gance of pomp, as might have rivalled the chief Roman 
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1759. festiTal of the Augustan age. The chancellor elect was 
attended by a splendid train of the nobility and persons 
of distinction. The city of Oxford was filled with a vast 
concourse of strangers. The processions were contriTed 
with taste, and conducted with decorum. The installation 
was performed with the most striking solemnity. The 
congratulatory verses and public speeches breathed the 
spirit of old Rome; and the ceremony was closed by Dr. 
King, that venerable sage of St. Mary hall, wha pro- 
nounced an oration in praise of the new chancellor with 
all the flow of Tully, animated by the fire of Demos- 
thenes. 

XXXIX. We shall conclude the remarkable incidents 
of this year*^, that are detached from the proseciition of 
the war, with the detail of an event equally surprising and 
deplorable. A sloop called the Dolphin, bound from die 
Canaries to New York, met with such unfavourable wea- 
ther, that she was detained one hundred and sixty-five 
days in the passage, and the provision of the ship was al- 
together expended before the first fifty days were elapsed. 
The wretched crew had devoured their dog, cat, and all 
their shoes on board: at length being reduced to the 
utmost extremity, they agreed to cast lots for their lives, 
that the body of him upon whom the lot should fall, might 
serve for some time to support the survivors. The 
wretched victim was one Antoni Galatia, a Spanish gen- 
tleman and passenger. Him they shot with a musket; 

^ In the ipriog of the year the liberal arts initaiiMd a lameatable lo» m tfae 
death of George Frederic Handel, the most celebrated master in music which 
this age had produced. He was by birth a German ; but had studied in Italy, 
and aifterwards settled in England, where he met with the most favourable re- 
ception, and resided above half a century, universally admired for hu stupea- 
dous genius in the sublime parts of musical composition. 

One would be apt to imagine, that there was something ia the constitution of 
the air at this period, which was particularly unfavourable to old age ; inasmuch 
as, in the compass of a few months, the following persons, remarkable for their 
longevity, died in the kingdom of Scotland. William Barnes, who had been 
above seventy years a servant in the family of Brodie, died there, at the age of 
one hundred and nine. Catherine Makenzie died in Ross-shire, at the sge of 
one hundred and eighteen. Janet Blair, deceased at Monemusk, in the shire 
of Aberdeen, turned of one hundred and twelve. Alexander Stephens, ia 
Banffshire, at the age of one hundred and eieht. Janet Harper, at Bains-bole, 
at the age of one hundred and seven. Darnel Cameron, in Rannach, married 
when he was turned of one hundred, and survived his marriage thirty years. 
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and having cut oiFbis head, threw it overboard; but the I7fi9. 
entrails, and the rest of the carcase^ they greedily de- "^*— ~ 
voured. This horrid banquet having as it were fleshed 
the famished crew, they began to talk of another sacri- 
fice, from which, however, they were diverted by the in* 
fluence and remonstrances of their captain, who prevailed 
upon them to be satisfied with a miserable allowance to 
each per diem, cut from a pair of leather breeches found 
in the cabin. Upon this calamitous pittance, reinforced 
with the grass which grew plentifully upon the deck, 
these poor objects made shift to subsist for twenty days, 
at the expiration of which they were relieved, and taken 
on board one captain Bradshaw, who chanced to fall in 
with them at sea. By this time the whole crew, consbting 
of seven men, were so squalid and emaciated, as to exhibit 
an appearance at once piteous and terrible; and so re- 
duced in point of strength, that it was found necessary to 
use ropes and tackle for hoisting them from one ship to 
the other. The circumstance of the lot falling upon the 
Spaniard, who was the only foreigner on board, encourages 
a suspicion that foul play was offered to this unfortunate 
stranger; but the most remarkable part of this whole in- 
cident is, that the master and crew could not contrive 
some sort of tackle to catch fish, with which the sea every- 
where abounds, and which no doubt might be caught 
with the help of a little ingenuity. If implements of this 
kind were provided in every ship, they would probably 
prevent all those tragical events at sea that are occasioned 
by famine. 

XL. Previous to the more capital operations in war, we 
shall particularise the most remarkable captures that were 
made upon the enemy by single ships of war, during the 
course of this summer and autumn. In the month of 
February, a French privateer belonging to Granville, 
called the marquis de Marigny, having on board near two 
hundred men, and mounted with twenty cannon, was 
taken by captain Parker, commander of his majesty's ship 
the Montague; who likewise made prize of a smaller 
armed vessel from Dunkirk, of eight cannon and sixty 
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^^^^ men. About the same period, captftin Graves, of the 
Unicorn, brought in the Moras privateer, of St. Maloes, 

carrying two hundred men, and two and twenty cannon. 
Two large merchant ships, laden on the French king's 
account for Martinique, with provision, clothing, and 
arms for the troops on that island, were taken by captain 
Lendrick, commander of the Brilliant; and an English 
transport from St. John's, having four hundred French 
prisoners on board perished near the Western islands. 
Within the circle of the same month, a large French ship 
from St. Domingo, richly laden, fell in with the Favourite 
ship of war, and was carried into Gibraltar. 

XLI. In the month of February, captain Hood, of his 
majesty's frigate the Vestal, belonging to a amall aqnad- 
ron commanded by admiral Holmes, who had sailed for 
the West Indies in January, being advanced a consider^ 
able way ahead of the fleet, descried and gave chace to s 
•ail, which proved to be a French frigate called the Bel- 
lona, of two hundred and twenty men, and two and thirty 
great guns, commanded by the count de Beauhonoire. 
Captain Hood, having made a signal to the admiral, con* 
tinned the chace until he advanced within half musket shot 
of the enemy, and then poured in a broadside, which was 
immediately retorted. The engagement thus b^^n was 
maintained with great vigour on both sides for the space 
of four hours ; at the expiration of which the BeUons 
struck, after having lost all her masts and rigging, to- 
gether with about forty men killed in the action. Nor 
was the victor in a much better condition. Thirty men 
were killed and wounded on board the Vestal. Immedi- 
ately after the enemy submitted, all her rigging being de- 
stroyed by the shot, the topmasts fell overboard ; and she 
was otherwise so much damaged, that she could not pro- 
ceed on her voyage. Captain Hood, therefore, returned 
vrith his prize to Spithead; and afterwards met with a 
gracious reception from his majesty, on account of the 
valour and conduct he had displayed on this occastoa. 
The Bellona iiad sailed in January from the island of Mar- 
tinique, along with the Florissant, and another French 
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frigate, from which she had been separated in the pas- i75§. 
sage. Immediately after this exploit^ captain Elliot of the '"""^^ 
iSolus frigate, accompanied by the Iris, made prize of a 
French ship, the Mignonne, of twenty guns and one hun* 
dred and forty men, one of four frigates employed as con- 
voy to a large fleet of merchant ships, near the island of 
Rhee. 

XLIL In the month of March, the English frigates the 
Southampton and M elampe, commanded by the captains 
Gilchrist and Hotham, being at sea to the northward on a 
cruise, fell in with the Danae, a French ship of forty can- 
non and three hundred and thirty men, which was en- 
gaged by captain Hotham in a ship of half the force, who 
maintained the battle a considerable time with admirable 
gallantry, before his consort could come to his assistance. 
As they fought in the dark, captain Gilchrist was obliged 
to lie by for some time, because he could not distinguish 
the one from the other ; but no sooner did the day ap- 
pear, than he bore down upon the Danae with his usual 
impetuosity, and soon compelled her to surrender. She did 
not strike, however, until thirty or forty of her men were 
slain ; and the gallant captain Gilchrist received a grape- 
shot in his shoulder, which, though it did not deprive him 
of life, yet rendered him incapable of future service : a 
misfortiuie the more to be lamented, as it happened to a 
brave officer in the vigour of his age, and in the midst of 
a sanguinary war, which might have aiForded him many 
other opportunities of signalizing his courage for the 
honour and advantage of his country. Another remark- 
able exploit was achieved about the same juncture by 
captain Barrington, commander of the ship Achilles, 
mounted with sixty cannon, who, to the westward of Cape 
Finisterre, encountered a French ship of equal force, 
called the Count de St. Florintin, bound from cape Fran- 
cois on the island of Hispaniola to Rochefort, under the 
command of the Sieur de Montay, who was obliged to 
strike, after a close and obstinate engagement, in whidi 
he himself was mortally wounded, a great number of his 
men slain, and his ship so damaged, that she was with 
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I76d. difficulty brought into Falmouth. Captain BarringtoQ 
obtained the victory at the expense of about five and 
twenty men killed and wounded, and all his rigging, which 
the enemy's shot rendered useless. Two small privateers 
from Dunkirk were also taken, one called the Marqms de 
Bareil, by the Brilliant, which carried her into Kinsale in 
Ireland ; the other called the Carilloneur, which struck to 
the Grace cutter, assisted by the boats of the ship Roch- 
ester, commanded by captain Duff, who sent her into the 
Downs. 

XLIII. About the latter end of March, captain Samuel 
Falkner, in the ship Windsor, of sixty guns, cruising to 
the westward, discovered four large ships to leeward, 
which, when he approached them, formed the line of 
battle a-head, in order to give him a warm reception. He 
accordingly closed with the stemmost ship, which sus- 
tained his fire about an hour : then the other three bear- 
ing away with all the sail they could carry, she struck her 
colours, and was conducted to Lisbon. She proved to be 
the Due de Chartres, pierced for sixty cannon, though at 
that time carrying no more than four and twenty, with a 
complement of three hundred men, about thirty of whom 
were killed in the action. She belonged, with the other 
three that escaped, to the French East India company, 
was laden with gunpowder and naval stores, and bound 
for Pondicherry. Two privateers, called Le Chasseur 
and Le Conquerant, the one from Dunkirk and the other 
from Cherbourg, were taken and carried into Plymouth 
by captain Hughes, of his majesty's frigate the Tamer. 
A third,^called the Despatch, from Morlaix, was brought 
into Penzance by the Diligence sloop, under the command 
of captain Eastwood. A fourth, called the Basque, from 
Bayonne, furnished with two and twenty guns and. about 
two hundred men, fell into the hands of captain Parker 
of the Brilliant, who conveyed her into Plymouth. Cap- 
tain Antrobus, of the Surprise, took the Vieux, a priva- 
teer of Bordeaux; and a fifth, from Dunkirk, struck to 
captain Knight of the Liverpool, off Yarmouth. In the 
month of May, a French frigate called the Arethusa, 
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mounted with two and thirty cannon, manned with a Uurge 1760^ 
oomplement of hands, under the command of the matr- 
quia de Vaudreuil, submitted to two Britidi frigates, the 
Venus and the Thames, commanded by the captains Har- 
rison and Colby, after a warm engagement, in which sirty 
men were killed and wounded on the side of the enemy^ 
In the beginning of June, an armed ship belonging t6' 
Dunkirk was brought into the Downs, by captain Angel, of' 
the Stag ; and a privateer of force, called' the Countess de 
la Serre, was subdued and taken, after an obstinate action,, 
by captain Moore, of his majesty's ship the Adventure. 

XLIV. Several armed ships of the enemy, and rich 
prizes, were taken in the West Indies; particularly two 
French firigates, and two Dutch ships with French com- 
modities,, idl richly laden, by some of the ships of the 
squadron which vice-admiral Cotes commanded on the 
Jamaica station. A fifth, called the Velour, . from St; 
Domingo, with a valuable cargo on board, being fortified 
with twenty cannon and above one hundred men, fell in 
with the Favourite sloop of war, under the command of 
captain Edwards, who, after an obstinate dispute, carried 
her in triumph to Gibraltar. At St. Christopher's, in the 
West Indies, captain Colling wood, commander of the 
king^s ship the Crescent, attacked two French frigates^ the 
Amethyste and Berkeley ; the former of which escaped,, 
after a warm engagement, in which the Crescent's rigging; 
was so much damaged that she could not pursue; but the 
other was taken, and conveyed into the harbour of Basses 
terre. Notwithstanding the vigilance and courage of the 
English cruisers in those seas, the French privateers 
swarmed to such a degree, that in the course of this year 
they took above two hundred sail of British sbips^ valued 
at six hundred thousand pounds sterling. This their suc- 
cess is the more remarkable, as by this time the island of 
Guadaloupe was in possession of the English, and com-^ 
modore Moore commanded a numerous squadron in those 
very latitudes. 

XLY . In the beginning of October, the Hercules ship 
of war, mounted with seventy-four guns, under the com-- 
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1759. mand of captain Porter, cnitsing in the chops of the than* 
nel, descried to windward a large ship, which proved to 
be the Florissant, of the same force with the Hercules. 
Her commander, perceiving the English ship giving chace, 
did not seem to decline the action ; but bore down upon 
her in a slanting direction, and the engagement began 
with great fury. In a little time, the Hercules having lost 
her topmast, and all her rigging being shot away, the 
enemy took advantage of this disaster, made the best of 
his way, and was pursued till eight o'clock next morning, 
when he escaped behind the isle of Oleron. Captain 
Porter was wounded in the head with a grape-shot, and 
lost the use of one leg in the engagement. 

XLVI. Having taken notice of all the remarkable cap- 
tures and exploits that were made and achieved by single 
ships since the commencement of the present year, we 
shall now proceed to describe the actions that were per- 
formed in this period by the diiFerent squadrons that con- 
stituted the naval power of Great Britain. Intelligence 
having been received that the enemy meditated an inva- 
sion upon some of the British territories, and that a number 
of flat-bottomed boats were prepared at Havre-de-Grace, 
for the purpose of disembarking troops, rear-admiral Rod- 
ney was, in the beginning of July, detached with a small 
squadron of ships and bombs to annoy and overawe that 
part of the coast of France. He accordingly anchored in 
the road of Havre, and made a disposition to execute the 
instructions he had received. The bomb-vessels, being 
placed in the narrow channel of the river leading to Hoo- 
fleur, began to throw their shells, and continued the bom- 
bardment for two and fifty hours without intermission, 
during which a numerous body of French troops were em- 
ployed in throwing up entrenchments, erecting new bat- 
teries, and firing both with shot and shells upon the as- 
sailants. The town was set on fire in several places, ind 
burned with great fury; some of the boats were over- 
turned, and a few of them reduced to ashes, while the 
inhabitants forsook the place in the utmost consternation : 
nevertheless, the damage done to the enemy was too in- 
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considerable to make amends for the expense of the arma- 1759. 
menty and the loss of nineteen hundred shells and eleven 
hundred carcasses^ which were expended in this expedi- 
tion. Bombardments of this kind are at best but expen- 
sive and unprofitable operations; and may be deemed a 
barbarous method of prosecuting war, inasmuch as the 
damage falls upon the wretched inhabitants, who have 
given no cause of offence, and who are generally spared 
by an humane enemy, unless they have committed some 
particular act of provocation. 

XLYII. The honour of the British flag was much more 
effectually asserted by the gallant admiral Boscawen, who, 
as we have already observed, was intrusted with the con- 
duct of a squadron in the Mediterranean. It must be 
owned, however, that his first attempt savoured of teme* 
rity. Having in vain displayed the British flag in sight 
of Toulon, by way of defiance to the French fleet that lay 
there at anchor, he ordered three ships of the line, com- 
manded by the captains Smith, Harland, and Barker, to 
advance and burn two ships that lay close to the mouth of 
the harbour. They accordingly approached with great 
intrepidity, and met with a very warm reception from 
divers batteries which they had not before perceived. 
Two small forts they attempted to destroy, and can- 
nonaded for some time with great fury ; but being over- 
matched by superior force, and the wind subsiding into a 
calm, they sustained considerable damage, and were towed 
off with great difficulty, in a very shattered condition. 
The admiral, seeing three of his best ships so roughly 
handled in this enterprise, returned to Gibraltar in order 
to refit; and M. de la Clue, the French commander of the 
'squadron at Toulon, seized this opportunity of sailing, in 
hopes of passing the Straits* mouth unobserved, his fleet 
consisting of twelve large ships and three frigates. Ad- 
miral Boscawen, who commanded fourteen sail of the line, 
with two frigates and as many fireships, having refitted 
his squadron, detached one frigate to cruise off Malaga, 
and another to hover between Estepona and Ceuta point, 
with a view to keep a good look out, and give timely notice 
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1760. in case the enemy should approach. On the seventecBiii 
day of August, at eight in the evening, the Gibraltar frig- 
ate made a signal that fourteen sail lippeared on the Bar^ 
hary shore to the eastward of Ceota; upon winch tlie 
English admiral immediately beared up his anchors and 
went to sea: at dayligbt he descried seven large ships 
•lying to; but when the English squadron fbrboce te 
answer their signal, they discovered their miatmkej set all 
their sails, and made the best of their wi^. This was the 
greater part of the French squadron commanded by M. 
de la Clue, from whom five of his large ships and three 
frigates had separated in the night. Even now, perhaps^ 
•he might have escaped, had he not been obliged to wait 
for the Souveraine, which was a heavy sailer* At noon 
the wind, which had blown a fresh gale, died away ; and 
alUiongh admiral Boscawen had made signal te chase, and 
engage in a line of battle ahead, it was not till half aa 
hour after two that some of his headmost ships could dose 
with the rear of the enemy; which, though greatly out- 
numbered, fought with uncommon bravery. The E^lish 
admiral, without waiting to return the fire of the stom- 
most, which he received as he passed, used all his endear 
vours to come up with the Ocean, which M. de la Clue 
-commanded in person ; and about four o*dbck in the after- 
noon, running atliwart her hause, poured into her a furi- 
ous broadside: thus the engagement began with equal 
vigour on both sides. This dispute, however, was of 
short duration. In about half an hour admiral BoBcawen*8 
mizen-mast and topsail-yards were shot away; and the 
€Qemy hoisted all the sail they could carry. Mr. Bos- 
cawen having shifted his flag from the Namur to the New- 
ark, joined some other ships in attacking the Centaur, of 
seventy-four guns, which, being thus overpowered, mm 
obliged to surrender. The British admiral pursued then 
all night, during which the Souveraine and the Guerrier 
altered their course, and deserted their commander. At 
daybreak, M. de la Clue, whose left leg had been broken 
in the engagement, perceiving the English squadron crowd- 
ing all their sails to come up with him, and finding himself 
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on the coaat of Portugal^ determined to bum his ships, noj^ 
ralher than they should fall into the hands of the vie* 
tors. The Ocean was run ashore two leagues from Lagos> 
near the fort of Almadana, the commander of which fired 
three shot at the English : another captain of the French 
squadron followed the example of his commander, and both 
endeavoured to disembark their men ; but the sea being 
rough, this proved a very tedious and difficult attempt. 
The captains of the Temeraire and Modeste, instead of de- 
stroying their ships, anchored as near as they could to the 
forts Xavier and Lagres, in hopes of enjoying tlieir pro- 
tection ; but in this hope they were disappointed. M. de 
la Clue had been landed, and the command of the Ocean 
was left to the count de Came ; who, having received one 
broadside from the America, struck his colours, and the 
English took possession of this noble prize, the best ship 
in the French navy, mounted with eighty cannon. Cap- 
tain Bentley, of the Warspight, who had remarkably sig- 
nalized himself by his courage during the action of the 
preceding day, attacked the T6m6raire of seventy-four 
guns, and brought her off with little damage. Vice-admi- 
ral Broderick, the second in command, advancing with his 
division, burned the Redoutable of seventy-four gunS| 
which was bulged, and abandoned by her men and offi* 
cers ; but they made prize of the Modeste, carrying sixty- 
four guns, whiqh had not been much injured in the en- 
gagement. This victory was obtained by the English admi- 
ral at a very small expense of men ; the whole number of the 
killed and wounded not exceeding two hundred and fifty on 
board of the British squadron, though the carnage among 
the enemy must have been much more considerable, aa 
M. de la Clue, in his letter to the French ambassador at 
Lisbon, owned^ that on board of his own ship, the Ocean, 
one hundred men were killed on the spot, and seventy 
dangerously wounded : but the most severe circumstance 
of this disaster was the loss of four capital ships, two of 
which were destroyed, and the other two brought in 
triumph to England, to be numbered among the best bot- 
toms of the British navy. What augmented the good 
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1759. fortune of the victors^ was, that not one officer lost his 
" life in the engagement. Captain Bentley, whom the ad- 

. miral despatched to England with the tidings of his suc- 
cess, met with a gracious reception from the king, who 
knighted him for his gallantry. 

XLVIII. As we propose to throw together all the 
naval transactions of the year, especially those that hap- 
pened in the European seas, that they may be comprt- 
hended, as it were, in one view ; we must now, without 
regarding the order of time, postpone many previous 
events of importance, and record the last action by sea, 
that in the' course of this year distinguished the flag of 
Great Britain. The court of Versailles, in order to em- 
barrass the British ministry, and divert their attention 
from all external expeditions, had in the winter projected 
a plan for invading some part of the British dominions ; 
and in the beginning of the year had actually begun to 
make preparations on different parts of their coast for 
carrying this design into execution. Even as far back as 
the latter end of May, messages from the king to both 
houses of parliament were delivered by the earl of Hol- 
dernesse and Mr. Pitt, the two secretaries of state, signify- 
ing that his majesty had received advices of preparations 
making by the French court, with a design to invade 
Great Britain : that though persuaded, by the universal 
zeal and aflfection of his people, any such attempt must, 
under the blessing of God, end in the destruction of those 
who engaged in it; yet he apprehended he should not 
act consistent with that paternal care and concern which 
he had always shown for the safety and preservation of 
his subjects, if he omitted any means in his power which 
might be necessary for their defence : he therefore ac- 
quainted the parliament with his having received repeated 
intelligence of the enemy's preparations, to the end that 
his majesty might, if he should think proper, in pursuance 
of the late act of parliament, cause the militia, or such 
part thereof as should be necessary, to be drawn out and 
embodied, in order to march as occasion should require. 
These messages were no sooner read, than each house 
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separately resolved to present an address^ thanking hb J 759. 
majesty for having communicated this intelligence ; assur- 
ing him that they would, with their lives and fortunes^ 
support him against all attempts whatever : that, warmed 
with aflfection and zeal for his person and government, 
and animated by indignation at the daring designs of an 
enemy whose fleet had hitherto dunned the terror of the 
British navy, they would cheerfully exert their utmost ef* 
forts to repel all insults, and effectually enable their sove- 
reign not only to disappoint the attempts of France, but, 
by the blessing of God, turn them to their own confusion. 
The commons at the same time resolved upon another ad- 
dress, desiring his majesty would give directions to his 
lieutenants of the several counties, ridings, and places 
within South Britain, to use their utmost diligence and at- 
tention in executing the several acts of parliament made 
for the better ordering the militia. 

XLIX. These and other precautionary steps were ac- 
cordingly taken; but the administration wisely placed 
their chief dependence upon the strength of the navy, 
part of which was so divided and stationed as to block up 
all the harbours of France in which the enemy were known 
to make any naval armament of consequence. We have 
seen in what manner rear-admiral Rodney visited the town 
and harbour of Havre-de-Grace, and scoured that part of 
the coast in successive cruises : we have also recorded the 
expedition and victory of admiral Boscawen over the 
squadron of La Clue, which was equipped at Toulon, 
with a design to assist in the projected invasion. Not- 
withstanding this disaster, the French ministry persisted 
in their design ; towards the execution of which they had 
prepared another considerable fleet in the harbours of 
Rochefort, Brest, and Port Louis, to be commanded by 
M. de Conflans, and reinforced by a considerable body of 
troops, which were actually assembled under the due 
d*Aiguillon, at Vannes, in Lower Bretagne. Flat-bot- 
tomed boats and transports to be used in this expedition 
were prepared in different ports on the coast of France ; 
and a small squadron was equipped at Dunkirk, under 
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I7a9. the command of an enterprisiiig adventurer, called Thu- 

rot, who had, in the course of the ptreceding year, aignal- 

iied his courage and conduct in a large privateer called 
the Belleisle, which had scoured the North seas, taken a 
number of ships, and at one time maintained an obstinate 
battle against two English fi^gates, which were obliged to 
desist, after having received consideraUe damage. This 
man's name became a terror to the merchants of Great 
Britain ; for his *valour was not more remarkable in battle 
than his conduct in eluding the pursuit of the British 
cruisers, who were successively detached in quest of hijn 
through eveiy part of the German ocean and North sea, 
,as far as the islands of Orkney. It must be likewise owned, 
for the honour of human nature, that this bold noariner, 
though destitute of the advantages of birth and educittiop, 
was remarkably distinguished by his generosity and com- 
passion to those who had the misfortune to fall into his 
power ; and that his deportment in every respect entitled 
him to a much more honourable rank in the service of his 
country. The court of Versailles were not insensible to 
his merit. He obtained a commission from the French 
king, and was vested with the command of the small 
armament now fitting out in the harbour of Dunkirk. 
The British government, being apprised of all these par- 
ticulars, took such measures to defeat the purposed in- 
vasion as must have conveyed a very high idea of the 
power of Great Britain to those who considered, that, 
exclusive of the force opposed to this design, they at the 
same time carried on the most vigorous and important 
operations of war in Germany, America, and the East snd 
West Indies. Thurot's armament at Dunkirk was watched 
by an English squadron in the Downs, commanded b^ 
commodore Boys; the port of Havre was guarded by 
rear-admiral Rodney ; Mr. Boscawen had been stationed 
off Toulon ; and the coast of Vannes was scoured by a 
small squadron detached from sir Edward Hawke, who 
had, during the summer, blocked up the harbour of Brest, 
where Conflans lay with his fleet, in order to be joined by 
the other divisions of the armament. These dijFerei^t 
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squadrona of the British navy were connected by a chain I76f . 
of separate cruisers; so that the whok coast of France, "^ 
from Dunkirk to the extremity of Bretagne, was distressed 
by an actual blockade. 

L. The French ministry being thus hampered, fore- 
bore their attempt upon Britain ; and the projected in- 
vasion seemed to hang in suspense till the month of Au- 
gusts in the beginning of which their army in Germany 
was defeated at Minden. Their designs in that country 
being bafBed by this disaster! they seemed to convert their 
chief attention to their sea armament : the preparation^ 
were resumed with redoubled vigour; and even after the 
defeat of La Clue, they resolved to try their fortune in a 
descent. They now proposed to disembark a body of 
troops in Ireland. Thurot received orders to sail from 
Dunkirk with the first ppportunity, and shape his course 
round the northern parts of Scotland, that he might alarm 
the coast of Ireland^ and make a diversion from that part 
where Conflans intended to effectuate the dbembarkation 
of his forces. The transports and ships of war were as- 
sembled at Brest and Rochefort, having on board a train 
of artillery, with saddles, and other accoutrements for 
cavalry, to be mounted in Ireland ; and a body of French 
troops, including part of the Irish brigade, was kept in 
readiness to embarks The execution of this scheme was, 
however, prevented by the vigilance of sir Edward 
Hawke, who blocked up the harbour of Brest with a 
fleet of twenty-three capital ships; while another squadron 
of smaller ships and frigates, under the command of cap- 
jtaiiii Duff*, continued to cruise along the French coast, 
from port L'Orient, in Bretagne, to the point of St. Gilles 
in Poitou. At length, however, in the beginning of No- 
vember, the British squadron, commanded by sir Edward 
Hawke, sir Charles Hardy, and rear-admiral Geary, were 
driven from the coast of France by stress of weather, and 
on the ninth day of the month anchored in Torbay. Th^ 
French admiral, Conflans, snatched this opportunity of 
sailing from Brest, with one and twenty sail of the lin^ 
and four frigate^, in hopes of being able to destroy th^ 
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1769. -English squadron commanded by captain Duff^ before the 
Inrge fleet could return from the coast <^ England. Sir 
Edward Hawke having received intelligence that the 
French fleet had sailed from Brest, immediately stood to 
sea, in order to pursue them ; and in the mean time the 
government issued orders for guarding all those parts of 
the coast that were thought the most exposed to a de- 
scent. The land forces were put in motion, and quartered 
along the shore of Kent and Sussex : all the ships of war 
in the different harbours, even those which had just ar- 
rived from America, were ordered to put to sea, and 
every step was taken to disconcert the designs of the 
enemy. 

LL While these measures were taken with equal 
vigour and deliberation, sir Edward Hawke steered his 
course directly for Quiberon, on the coast of Bretagne, 
which he supposed would be the rendezvous of the 
French squadron: but notwithstanding his utmost ef- 
forts, he was driven by a hard gale considerably to the 
westward, where he was joined by two frigates, the Maid- 
stone and Coventry. These he directed to keep ahead 
of the squadron. The weather growing more moderate, 
the former made the signal for seeing a fleet, on the 
twentieth day of November, at half an hour past eight 
o'clock in the morning, and in an hour afterwards dis- 
covered them to be the enemy's squadron. They were at 
that time in chace of captain DufTs squadron, which now 
joined the large fleet, after having run some risk of being 
taken. Sir Edward Hawke, who, when the Maidstone 
gave the first notice, had formed the line abreast, now 
perceiving that the French admiral endeavoured to escape 
with all the sail he could carry, threw out a signal for 
seven of his ships that were nearest the enemy, to chase 
and endeavour to detain them until they could be rein- 
forced by the rest of the squadron, which were ordered 
to form into a line of battle ahead as they chased, that 
no time might be lost in the pursuit. Considering the 
roughness of the weather, which was extremely tempestu- 
ous ; the nature of the coast, which is in this place ren- 
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dered very hazardous by a great number of sand-banks, 1759. 
shoals, rocks, and islands, as entirely unknown to the 
British sailors, as they were familiar to the French navi- 
gators ; the dangers of a short day, dark night, and lee- 
shore; it required extraordinary resolution in the English 
admiral to attempt hostilities on this occasion : but sir 
Edward Hawke, steeled with the integrity and fortitude 
of his own heart, animated by a warm love for his country, 
and well acquainted with the importance of the stake, on 
which the safety of that country in a great measure de- 
pended, was resolved to run extraordinary risks in his 
endeavours to frustrate at once a boasted scheme pro- 
jected for the annoyance of his fellow subjects. With 
respect to his ships of the line, he had but the advantage 
of one in point of number, and no superiority in men or 
metal ; consequently, M. de Conflans might have hazarded 
a fair battle on the open sea, without any imputation of 
temerity: but he thought proper to play a more artful 
game, though it did not succeed according to his expecta- 
tion. He kept his fleet in a body, and retired close in 
shore, with a view to draw the English squadron among 
the shoals and islands, on which he hoped they would 
pay dear for their rashness and impetuosity, while he and 
his officers, who were perfectly acquainted with the navi- 
gation, could either stay, and take advantage of the dis- 
aster, or, if hard pressed, retire through channels un- 
known to the British pilots. At half an hour after two 
the van of the English fleet began the engagement with 
the rear of the enemy, in the neighbourhood of Belleisle. 
Every ship, as she advanced, poured in a broadside on 
the sternmost of the French, and bore down upon their 
van, leaving the rear to those that came after. Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke, in the Royal George, of one hundred and 
ten guns, reserved his fire in passing through the rear of 
the enemy, and ordered his master to bring him along- 
side of the French admiral, who commanded in person on 
board the Soleil Royal, a ship mounted with eighty can- 
non, and provided with a complement of twelve hundred 
men. When the pilot remonstrated that he could not 
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1759. obey hb command, without tbe most imminent risk of 

running upon a shoal, the veteran replied, ** You have 

done your duty in showing the danger; now you are to 
comply with my order, and lay me alongside tbe Soleil 
Royal.** His wish was gratified ; the Royal George 
ranged up with the French admiral. The Thesee, an- 
other large ship of the enemy, running up between ike 
two commandersi sustained the fire that was reserved foe 
the Soleil Royal; but in returning the first broadside 
foundered, in consequence of the high sea that entered 
her lower-deck ports, and filled her with water. Not- 
withstanding the boisterous weather, a great number of 
ships on both sides fought with equal fury and dubious 
success, till about four in the afternoon, wh^n the For- 
midable struck her colours. The Superb shared the fiite 
of the Th6see in going to the bottom. The Hero hauled 
down her colours in token of submission, and dropped 
anchor; but the wind was so high, that no boat could be 
sent to take possession. By this time daylight began to 
fail, and the greater part of the French fleet escaped 
under cover of the darkness. Night approaching, the 
wind blowing with augmented violence on a lee shore, 
and the British squadron being entangled among un- 
known shoals and islands, sir Edward Hawke made the 
signal for anchoring to the westward of tbe small island 
Duipet ; and here the fleet remained all night in a very 
dangerous riding, alarmed by the fury of the storm, and 
the incessant firing of guns of distress, without their know- 
ing whether it proceeded from friend or enemy, Tbe 
Soleil Royal had, under favour of the night, anchored 
also in the midst of the British squadron ; but at day- 
break M. de Conflans ordered her cable to be cut, and 
she drove ashore to the westward of Crozie. The Eng- 
lish admiral immediately made signal to the Essex, to 
slip cable, and pursue her ; and, in obeying this order, 
she ran unfortunately on a sand-bank called Lefour, 
where the Resolution, another ship of the British squad- 
ron, was already grounded. Here they were both irre- 
coverably lost, in spite of all the assistance that could be 
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given ; but all their men and part of their stores were I7fl9. 
saved, and the wrecks set on fire by order of the admiral. 
He Ukewise detached the Portland, Chatham, and Ven- 
geance to destroy the Soleil Royal, which was burned by 
her own people before the English ships could approach ; 
but they arrived time enough to reduce the Hero to ashes 
on the Lefoiur, where she had been also stranded ; and 
the Juste, another of their great ships, perished in the 
mouth of the Loire. The admiral, perceiving seven large 
ships of the enemy riding at anchor between Point Penvas 
and the mouth of the river Vilaine, made the signal to 
weigh, in order to attack them ; but the fury of the storm 
increased to such a degree, that he was obliged to remain 
at anchor, and even order the top-gallant masts to be 
struck. In the mean time, the French ships being light* 
ened of their cannon, their officers took advantage of the 
flood, and a more moderate gale under the land, to enter 
the Vilaine, where they lay within half a mile of the 
entrance, protected by some occasional batteries erected 
on the shore, and by two large frigates moored across the 
mouth of the harbour. Thus they were effectually se- 
cured from any attempts of small vessels; and as for 
large ships, there was not water sufficient to float them 
within fighting distance of the enemy. On the whole, 
this battle, in which a very inconsiderable number of lives 
was lost, may be considered as one of the most perilous 
and important actions that ever happened in any war 
between the two nations; for it not only defeated the 
projected invasion, which had hung menacing so long 
over the apprehensions of Great Britain ; but it gave the 
finishing blow to the naval power of France, which was 
totally disabled firom undertaking any thing of conse- 
quence in the sequer. By this time, indeed, Thurot had 



* During this war iht English had already taken and destroyed twenty •rseven 
French ships of the line and thirty-one frigates: two of their great ships and 
four frigates perished ; so that their whole loss, in this particnlar, amoanted to 
sixty^fottf i whereas the loss of Great Britain did not exceed seven sail of the 
line and five frigates. It may be easily conceived how the French marine, at 
first greatly inferior to the naval power of Britain, must have been affected by 
this drcadral balance to its prejudice. 
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1759. escaped from Dunkirk, and directed bis course to the 
North sea, whither he was followed by commodore Boys, 
who nevertheless was disappointed in his pursuit ; but the 
fate of that enterprising adventurer falls under the annals 
of the ensuing year, among the transactions of which it 
shall be recorded. As for sir Edward Hawke, he con* 
tinned cruising off the coast of Bretagne for a consider- 
able time after the victory he had obtained, taking par- 
ticular care to block up the mouth of the river Vilaine, 
that the seven French ships might not escape and join M. 
Conflans, who made shift to reach Rochefort with the 
shattered remains of his squadron. Indeed this service 
became such a considerable object in the eyes of the 
British ministry, that a large fleet was maintained upon 
this coast, apparently for no other purpose, during the 
whole year; and, after all, the enemy eluded their vigilance. 
Sir Edward Hawke, having undergone a long and danger* 
ous conflict with tempestuous weather, was at length re- 
called, and presented to his sovereign, who gratified hin 
with a considerable pension, for the courage and conduct 
he had so often and so long displayed in the service of 
his country ; and his extraordinary merit was afterwards 
honoured with the approbation of the parliament. The 
people of France were so dispirited by the defeat of their 
army at Minden, and the disaster of their squadron at 
Lagos, that the ministry of Versailles thought proper to 
conceal the extent of their last misfortunes under a pal- 
liating detail published in the Gazette of Paris, as a letter 
from M. Conflans to the count de St. Florentin, secretary 
of the marine. In this partial misrepresentation their 
admiral was made to affirm, that the British fleet con- 
sisted of forty ships of the line of battle, besides frigates ; 
that the Soleil Royal had obliged the Royal George to 
sheer off; that the seven ships which retreated into the 
river Vilaine had received very little damage, and would 
be soon repaired ; and that, by the junction of Bompart*s 
squadron, he should be soon able to give a good account 
of the English admiral. These tumid assertions, so void 
of truth, arc not to be imputed to an illiberal spirit of vain 
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glory^ so much as to a political design of extenuating 1759. 
the national calamity, and supporting the spirit of the 
people. 

LII. The alarm of the French invasion, which was thus 
so happily frustrated, not only disturbed the quiet of 
Great Britain, but also diffused itself to the kingdom of 
Ireland, where it was productive of some public disorder. 
In the latter end of October, the two houses of parliament, 
assembled at Dublin, received a formal message from the 
duke of Bedford, lord lieutenant of that kingdom, to the 
following effect : that, by a letter from the secretary of 
state, written by his majesty's express command, it ap- 
peared that France, far from resigning her plan of inva-> 
sion on account of the disaster that befel her Toulon 
squadron, was more and more confirmed in her purpose, 
and even instigated by despair itself, to attempt, at all 
hazards, the only resource she seemed to have left for 
thwarting, by a diversion at home, the measures of Eng- 
land abroad, in prosecuting a war which hitherto opened, 
in all parts of the world, so unfavourable a prospect to 
the views of French ambition : that in case the body of 
French troops, amounting to eighteen thousand men, 
under the command of the due d'Aiguillon, assembled at 
Vannes, where also a sufficient number of transports was 
prepared, should be able to elude the British squadron, 
Ireland would, in all probability, be one of their chief ob- 
jects; his grace thought it, therefore, incumbent upon 
him, in a matter of such high importance to the welfare of 
that kingdom, to communicate this intelligence to the 
Irish parliament. He told them, his majesty would make 
no doubt but that the zeal of his faithful protestant sub- 
jects of that kingdom had been already sufficiently quick- 
ened by the repeated accounts received of the enemy's 
dangerous designs, and actual preparations made, at a 
vast expense, in order to invade the several parts of the 
British dominions. He gave them to understand he had 
received his sovereign's commands, to use his utmost en- 
deavours to animate and excite his loyal people of Ireland 
to exert their well-known zeal and spirit in support of bis 



» j~4 ■; —■"■ 



448 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

17A0. majesty's govenuiient, and in defence of all that was dear 
to them, by timely preparation to resist and frustrate any 
attempts of the enemy to disturb the quiet and shake the 
security of this kingdom : he therefore, in the atrongest 
manner, recommended it to them to manifest, upon this 
occasion, that seal for the present happy establidunen^ 
and that affection for his majesty's person and govern* 
ment, by which the parliament of that nation had been » 
often distinguished. Immediately after this l aesaage was 
eommunicated, the house of commons unanimously re- 
solved to present an address to the lord lieutenant, thank- 
ing his grace for the care and concern he had shown for 
the safety of Ireland, in having imparted intelligence of 
so great importance; desiring him to make uae o£ such 
means as should appear to hioa the most effectual for tbe 
security and defence of the kingdom \ and aaaurtng hia, 
that the house would make good whatever expense should 
be necessarily incurred for that purpose. Thia intimatioii, 
and the steps that were taken in consequence of it for the 
defence of Ireland, produced such apprehensions and dis- 
traction among the people of that kingdom, as had well nigh 
proved fatal to the public credit In the first transports 
of popular fear, there was such an extraordinary run upon 
the banks of Dublin, that several considerable bankers 
were obliged to stop payment ; and the circulation was in 
danger of being suddenly stagnated, when the lord lieu- 
tenant, the members of both houses of parliament, the 
lord mayor, aldermen, merchants, and principal traders of 
Dublin, engaged in an association to support public credil; 
by taking the notes of bankers in payment : a resolution 
which effectually answered the purpose intended. 

LIU. Howsoever the court of Versailles might have 
flattered itself that their invading army would in Ireland 
be joined by a great number of the natives, in all probabi- 
lity it would have been disappointed in this hope, had 
their purposed descent even been carried into execution, 
for no signs of disaffection to the reigning family appeared 
at this juncture. On the contrary, the wealthy individuals 
of the Romish persuasion offered to accommodate the 
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government with large sums of money, in case of necessity, n59. 
to support the present estaUishment against all its ene- ' 
mies ; and the Roman catholics of the city of Cork, in a 
body, presented an address to the lord lieutenant, express- 
ing their loyalty in the warmest terms of assurance. After 
having congratulated his grace on the unparalleled suc- 
cesses which had attended his majesty's arms, and ex- 
pressed their sense of the king's paternal tenderness for 
his kingdom of Ireland, they acknowledged, with the 
deepest sense of gratitude, that protection and indulgence 
they had enjoyed luider his majesty's mild and auspicious 
reign. They professed the warmest indignation at the 
threatened invasion of the kingdom, by an enemy who, 
grown desperate from repeated defeats, might possibly 
make that attempt as a^st efibrt, vainly flattered with 
the imaginary hope of assistance in Ireland from the 
former attachment of their deluded predecessors. They 
assured his grace, in the most solemn manner, that such 
schemes were altogether inconsistent with their principles 
and intentions : that they would, to the utmost exertion of 
their abilities, with their lives and fortunes, join in the de- 
fence and support of his majesty's royal person and go- 
vernment against all invaders whatsoever: that they 
should be always reedy to concur in such measures, and 
to act such parts in defence of the kingdom, in common 
with the rest of his majesty's subjects, as his grace in hb 
great wisdom should be pleased to appoint; and think 
themselves particularly happy to be under the direction 
and command of so known an assertor of liberty, such an 
important and distinguished governor. Finally, they ex- 
pressed the most earnest wish, that his majesty's arms 
might be crowned with such a continuance of success, as 
should enable him to defeat the devices of all his enemies, 
and obtain a speedy and honourable peace. This cordial 
address, which was transmitted to the earl of Shannon, 
and by him presented to the duke of Bedford, must have 
been very agreeable to the government at such a critical 
conjuncture. 

LIV. Although no traces of disaffection to his majesty's 
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I7ft9. family appeared on this trying occasion, it must neTerthe* 
less be acknowledged, that a spirit of dissatisfaction broke 
out with extraordinary violence among the populace of 
Dublin. The present lord lieutenant was not remarkably 
popular in his administration. He had bestowed one 
place of considerable importance upon a gentleman whose 
person was obnoxious to many people in that kingdom; 
and perhaps failed in that affability and condescenaon 
which a free and ferocious nation expects to find in the 
character of him to whose rule they are subjected. Whe- 
tlier the ofience taken at his deportment had created 
enemies to his person, or the nation in general began to 
entertain doubts and jealousies of the government's de- 
ttgns, certain it is, great pains were taken to propagate j 
belief among the lower sort of pflople, that an union would 
soon be effected between Great Britain and Ireland; m 
which case this last kingdom would be deprived of its 
parUament and independency, and be subjected to the 
same taxes that are levied upon the people of England. 
This notion inflamed the populace to such a degree, that 
they assembled in a prodigious multitude, broke into the 
house of lords, insulted the peers, seated an old woman 
on the throne, and searched for the journals, which, had 
they been found, they would have committed to the 
flames. Not content with this outrage, they compelled 
the members of both houses whom they met in the streets, 
to take an oath that they would never consent to such an 
union, or give any vote contrary to the true interest of 
Ireland. Divers coaches belonging to obnoxious persons 
were destroyed, and their horses killed ; and a gibbet was 
erected for one gentleman in particular, who narrowly 
escaped the ungovernable rage of those riotous insurgents. 
A body of horse and infantry were drawn out on this oc- 
casion, in order to overawe the multitude, which at night 
dispersed of itself. Next day addresses to the lord lieu- 
tenant were agreed to by both houses of parliament ; and 
a committee of inquiry appointed, that the ringleaders of 
the tumult might be discovered, and brought to condign 
punishment. 
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LV. When the ministry of England received the first 1759. 
advice that M. Thurot had escaped from Dunkirk with 
a smail squadron of armed ships, having on board a body 
of land troops, designed for a private expedition on the 
coast of Scotland or Ireland, expresses were immediately 
despatched to the commanding officers of the forces in 
North Britain, with orders to put the forts along the . 
coast of that kingdom in the best posture of defence ; and 
to hold every thing in readiness to repel the enemy, in 
case they should attempt a descent. In consequence of 
these instructions, beacons were erected for the immediate 
-communication of intelligence ; places of rendezvous ap- 
pointed for the regular troops and militia; and strict 
orders issued that no officer should absent himself from 
his duty, on any pretenc^ whateipr. The greatest enco- 
mium that can be given to the character of this partisan, 
is an account of the alarm which the sailing of his puny 
armament spread through the whole extent of such a 
powerful kingdom, whose fleets covered the ocean. 
Perhaps Thurot*s career would have been sooner stopped, 
had commodore Boys been victualled for a longer cruise ; 
but this commander was obliged to put into Leith for a 
supply of provisions, at the very lime when Thurot was 
seen hovering on the coast near Aberdeen; and before 
the English squadron was provided for a prosecution of 
the cruise, the other had taken shelter at Gottenburgh 
in Sweden. 
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